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Why Wait?  
Get Us Online! 
You can now be one of the 

first to receive a color copy of 

Air-Log. Just sign up to 

receive it electronically. To get 

your digital copy, contact the 

Special Collections and 

Archives Staff at 

libsco@utdallas.edu or contact 

our Communications 

Manager, Misty Hawley, at 

misty.hawley@utdallas.edu. 

Author to Speak at 2014 Jalonick Memorial 
Lecture-July 12 

In 1916, a group of privileged Yale 

undergrads had it all: money, power and 

respect. When they set out to start an 

aeronautics club at their school, they knew 

nothing about aviation but their interest and 

love of motorized flying bonded them. A year 

later, they would end up sacrificing everything 

to fight on the front lines of World War I.  

 

Award-winning writer and author Marc 

Wortman will discuss the haunting history of 

this elite group of men, later dubbed the 

“Millionaires’ Unit,” during the 2014 George 

W. Jalonick III and Dorothy Cockrell Jalonick 

Memorial Distinguished Lecture at  4 p.m., 

July 12 in the Clark Center Auditorium at UT 

Dallas. Wortman’s discussion titled, “The 

Millionaires' Unit: How the Navy Learned to 

Fly in World War I,” will be based on his book, 

The Millionaire’s Unit: The Aristocratic 

Flyboys Who Fought the Great War and 

Invented American Air Power. His detailed 

story of flying, fighting and dying sheds light 

on their life in war and the legacy they left 

behind. 

 

Wortman’s lecture is free and open to the 

public but online registration is required 

(utdallas.edu/jalonick/). There will also be a  

book signing and reception following the 

lecture. The annual Jalonick Lecture Series is 

hosted by McDermott Library’s Special 

Collections Department.  

 

 “Aviation came of age during WWI, so it is 

appropriate that this year’s lecture cover 

aviation in The Great War,” said Paul 

Oelkrug, Coordinator for Special Collections.   

 

The Millionaire’s Unit is also the basis for a 

documentary in production. It will premiere at 

EAA AirVenture Oshkosh 2014 in Wisconsin 

this summer. The book was earlier optioned 

to be made into a feature film by Working 

Title Films. 

 

In addition to The Millionaire’s Unit, Wortman 

is also the author of The Bonfire: The Siege 

and Burning of Atlanta. Marc is presently at 

work on a new book detailing the period prior 

to the US entry into World War II titled 

Waking to War: A Divided America in a World 

at War.  
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HAC Showcases 
World War II 
Naval Training 
Aid 

The History of Aviation Collection has recently received a 

unique set of items related to the training of World War II 

naval aviators.  Donated by Dr. Russell David Edmunds, 

a professor with The University of Texas at Dallas Arts 

and Humanities Department, the items are a set of View-

Master film reels produced by the Naval Aviation Training 

Division of the United States Navy. 

 

These reels were produced to help naval aviators learn 

to identify the silhouettes of aircraft from looking through 

the sights on their aircraft’s guns.  Each reel contains 

images of a different aircraft with a gun sight 

superimposed over the aircraft.  Aircraft identified include 

those of both the Axis powers, along with those of the 

Allies of the United States. This helps pilots  

 

View-Master Film Reels Provide 

Look Back at Historic Naval 

Aviators   

Vought Aircraft 
Collection Update 
February 2013 marked the 

beginning of the Vought Aircraft 

Company Collection transfer to 

the University of Texas at Dallas. 

The Vought Aircraft Heritage 

Foundation provided the Special 

Collections Department with a 

grant to hire a project curator to 

evaluate their collection and 

transfer the items to the Special 

Collections Department in the 

Eugene McDermott Library, 

located at UTD. 

 

The Vought Aircraft Company is 

the second oldest aircraft 

manufacturing company in the 

United States. Established in 1917 

by Chance Milton Vought, a young 

aeronautical engineer and aviation 

pioneer, Vought Aircraft has 

designed and produced many 

famous and highly successful 

aircraft. The company is probably 

best known for the F-4U Corsair of 

WWII fame, but produced other 

famous aircraft including one of 

the most unusual, the V-173 

Flying Pancake. 

 

More than a year into the project, 

the majority of the collection is 

now housed at UTD. Our current 

goal for the project is to have all 

archival material transferred to the 

library by the end of the summer. 

Then the remaining time can be 

spent organizing and processing 

the collection into the database. 

By the end of the two years, the 

collection will be accessible to the 

public for research through its 

finding aid. 

 

For further information, please 

contact BobbyeJo Crouch, 

SUPPORT THE 
COLLECTION 
Planned Giving  

Planned gifts give the History of 

Aviation Collection the 

opportunity to plan for future 

growth. These gifts may take 

the form of a bequest, 

charitable gift annuity, life 

insurance, or other beneficiary 

designations.  

 

The Legacy Society 

The Legacy Society recognizes 

any individual who has made a 

planned gift commitment to UT 

Dallas. Your membership 

allows us to thank and honor 

you for the plans you have 

made, and we hope it will 

inspire generosity in others. 

Benefits include an annual 

recognition event, invitations to 

special events, and information 

on tax saving measures for you 

and your family. 

 

Charitable Gift Annuities 

If you are over 55 and want to 

support the HAC, consider a 

charitable gift annuity (CGA). 

With this type of planned gift, 

you make an investment of at 

least $10,000 and we send you 

a payment for life either 

quarterly or annually for 4-8% 

of your contribution, depending 

on your age. A CGA can 

provide a greater return than 

many assets in your retirement 

portfolio.  Plus, CGAs give you 

an immediate tax deduction.  

To learn more, please visit 

www.utdallas.plannedgiving.org

. 

 distinguish between aircraft and prevent 

friendly fire incidents.  The reels also contain 

information on the aircraft, including lengths 

of wingspan, fuselage, tail, as well as weak 

points where the aircraft would be particularly 

vulnerable.  

 

To facilitate the viewing of the reels, a View-

Master stereoscope was donated to the 

History of Aviation Collection by volunteer, 

Randy Hinshaw. This World War II era 

training aid is available in the Special 

Collections Department.  

 

 

 

More than 100 members of the Civil Air Transport 

and Air America Associations were at UT Dallas this 

May to visit their archives at McDermott Library. 

This year, the associations joined together to 

celebrate the sacrifices of those who have served 

our country. A weekend of events and meetings 

started with a trip to the Special Collections 

Department. Members paused in front of the 

Memorial Plaque and viewed items donated to the 

collections. 

 

After vising the archives, members headed to the 

Frontiers of Flight Museum at Love Field to view the 

CAT/Air America exhibit curated by two History of 

Aviation (HAC) volunteers, Randy Hinshaw and Neil 

Teitelman. In addition to the numerous images and 

aircraft models, a topographic map of LS20A Long 

Tien from 1972 was of special interest to the 

members. The map shows radio markings and a 

propaganda flyer from 1954, encouraging people in  

North Vietnam to move south. Members also 

enjoyed dinner in the exhibit hall and had a chance 

to meet with HAC Advisory Council Members. 

 

Throughout the weekend, members also attended 

the traditional golf tournament, traveled to the Fort 

Worth Stockyards, enjoyed the traditional CAT 

dinner at a Chinese restaurant, and a concert at 

Billy Bob’s Texas. 

 

 

Both organizations ended the reunion with 

membership meetings and a gala at the Hilton 

in Arlington.  The groups recognized each other 

and decided to consider holding future events 

together. The afternoon featured a speech by 

Mr. Jim “Mule” Parker, former Customer and 

Case Officer of the Central Intelligence Agency 

(CIA). Parker described the Battle of Skyline 

Ridge in great detail.  

 

The history surrounding both CAT and Air 

America is extensive. If you’re interested in 

learning more about each organization, please 

consult the finding aids and our digital archive, 

Treasures @ UT Dallas. You can also go to 

our website (utdallas.edu/library/), click on 

‘Special Collections’, then click on ‘The History 

of Aviation Collection’ and then ‘The CAT/Air 

America Archive.’   

 

Any inquiries regarding donations should be 

made to Paul Oelkrug, Coordinator for Special 

Collections.  

 

He can be reached at Oelkrug@utdallas.edu or 

972-883-2553. 

 

Chat With The Coordinator…Email Your Questions. 

Q: I love learning about the history of aviation. Can you suggest 

some good local museums for me and my children? 

~Betsy in Richardson, TX 

 

A: Hi Betsy. There are actually several great  

museums around Dallas. Frontiers of Flight gives a  

look at the progression of aviation. Cavanaugh 

Flight Museum offers tours so your children can 

 learn about the histories of aircraft. 

 

In Ft. Worth, Vintage Flying Museum has programs that 

cater to children from elementary age to high 

school. The Fort Worth Aviation Museum is 

 also a great source of information.  

 

  

CAT/Air America Reunion 

 

Paul Oelkrug 

Coordinator  

oelkrug@utdallas.edu 
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