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Rep. airs complaints 

Library director talks 
to Student Congress 
By TOM UHLER 

Dr. Edward Walters , director 
of li braries at UTD, met with 
members of the Student Gov
ernment Nov. 26 to discuss fu
ture policy and possible changes 
in the library system at UTD. 

He urged those in attendance 
to notify the library of any prob
lems they have had there, or to 
appeal through the Student 
Government for any changes 
they would like to see made at 
the library. 

The three most common 
complaints he has heard have 
been in regard to the expense 
and unavailability of copy 
mach ines, l imited li brary hours, 
and the lack of materials in cer
tain areas of study. 

He said the issue of the copy 
machines is before the faculty 
senate now, an d that there is a 
possi bili ty of extending operat
ing hours at the library. Before 
the hours can be extended, 
however, students and facu lty 
must make known to the library 
what to them are the most desi r
able operating hours. 

The number of books or 
periodicals in specific areas is 
"dependent on fiscal availabil
Ity," Dr. Walters said . 

The UTD library currently 
houses 600,000 volumes. "We 
need to be at a million for the 
present programs offered at 
UTD," he said. 

Dr. Walt ers said the number 

of ·periodicals needs to be in
creased, and he asked for input 
from users as to where collec
tions are weak .. 

Arts and Sciences graduate 
representative to the student 
government, Elmo Schwab, 
voiced what he called "per
ceived student discontent" with 
the library. 

" If a library is the heart and 
soul of a great university, then 
UTD is indeed sick ," Schwab 
said. " It has a very advanced 
case of cardiovascular disease." 

In most areas of the human
ities , he said, " it is wholly in
adequate for advanced gradu
ate work .... One is often better 
off trying to do research in the 
Richardson Publ ic Library." 

Schwab said it was "absurd 
for the library to close at 5 p.m. 
on. Fridays, 3 p.m. on Saturdays, 
and 7 p.m. on Sundays." 

He said the 10 p.m. closing 
time on weekdays is "i llusory. 
" In all cases, the lights are 
blinked indicating closing 
about forty-five minutes before 
the actual event, and no books 
may be checked out th irty 
minutes before closing ." 

Citi ng the copy machines, 
Schwab said they were too ex
pensive and constant ly in need 
of service. "Copies should be 
inexpensive and readily avail
able," he said. "UTD should not 
profi t from operat ion of copy 
machines. 

"Light ing is poor generally," 
he said, "microfilm viewers are 
constantly out of order, and 
security is lax. 

" In short , it is hard to find 
anyth ing good to say except 
that the personnel are generally 
attentive to nurse the bad heart 
along ," Schwab said. 

In response, Dr. Walters 
again . stated that the copy 
machine issue was before the 
faculty senate, and he added 
that the physical problems 
cited by Schwab were in many 
cases attributable to the main
tenance prov ided by the un i
versity . 

Saying it wou ld take time for 
the UTD li brary to grow to the 
size that he woul d l ike, Dr. 
Walters asked for con tinued 
student input, and he asked that 
a list of proposals be drawn up 
and sent to the library com
mittee for consideration . 


