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NOERDLINGER ADDRESSES SEMINAR 

DALLAS -- Dr. Peter D. Noerdlinger, 
physics instructor at the University 
of Chicago and the Enrico Fermi 
Institute, addressed a seminar held 
in the GRCSW Conference Room Friday. 
His address was entitled, "Instabilit){ 
of Anisotropically Compressed Plasma. I 

The seminar was attended by scientists 
from local industry and SCAS. 
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ON EDUCATION 

Sixty-two million adults in the U.S. 
have not completed high school. 

If present drop-out rates continue, 
about 35 per cent of those who enter 
the 9th grade next month will fail to 
graduate. Thirty years ago, 50 per 
ce~\ dropped out before graduation -
se ) progress, but not nearly enough. 

Jobs traditionally open to non
graduates are disappearing. The 
present rate of unemployment among 
all out-of-school, 16- to 20-year 
olds is about 13 per cent, times 
that of the total labor force. Among 
school drop-outs, the rate rarely 
falls below 20 per cent and frequently 
rises to 30 per cent. 

This is an inexcusable tragedy -
the number of unfilled skilled jobs 
in the U. S. almost equals the number 
of unemployed persons possessing no 
skills. -- Washington Report, U.S. 

Chamber of Commerce. 
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Two Burroughs laboratory benches -
the first to show up for Dr. K. G. 
McCracken's experimental group -- are 
now being installed on the third floor. 
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BERKNER AT AWARDS COMMITTEE MEETING 

PRINCETON, N. J. -- Dr. L. V. Berkner, 
Chairman of the Rockefeller Public 
Service Awards Committee, attended a 
meeting of that Committee in Princeton, 
N. J., on September 11 and 12. 

He pointed out that the Rockefeller 
awards were made to men and women in 
government service, who, working 
through the U. S. government, achieve 
great distinction. He said that names 
of the awardees would be announced 
at a later date. 
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PROGRESS APACE 

A report from the office of the 
Chief of Scientific Personnel: 

Evidence of growth and progress is 
not always immediately obvious: On 
the third floor of the SIC building, 
however, such evidence abounds. Crews 
of workmen -- engineers, carpenters, 
electricians, painters, plumbers, 
telephone men -- appeared, and in a 
few days worked a transformation. 

What was, only a short time ago, 
a huge open columned area ( affec ,
tionately referred to as "the prairie," t 
or the "south fortyll by SCAS personnel) 
has now become a precision-planned 
group of offices. A total of twelve 
new offices has been constructed to 
accommodate SCAS personnel expected 
this fall. 

The "prairie,1l now considerab 
reduced in size, awaits only the 
installation of laboratory benches 
to assume its function, the report 
concluded. 
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UNDERRATED SPACE FEAT 

editorial in an Oklahoma Ci 
newspaper recently commented as llows 

From the restrained way in which 
government officials and the nation's 
press services describe the almost 
fantastic success of our Venus rocket 
one might think they were almost 
ashamed of the feat. 

There was no delay whooping up the 
similar Soviet attempt which led 
dismally. It appeared that in the lat 
ter case launching was equivalent to 

ting the target. 

Our slower paced space progress is 
undeni ly responsib for the better 
performance of our ele ronic equip
ment. Our vehic flashing on s 109
day trip was corrected 1.5 million 
mi out in space to bring its course 
w:' 'lin the 10,000 miles from Venus 
neetled to make its s entific "report
ing possible. 

Its solar panels were adjusted suc
cessfullytoward the sun er 
trajectory correction to make them 
effective in restoring power to radio 
and other instruments. These are ex
tremely significant "firsts.1t Yet we 
treat this marvelous vehicle almost as 
if it were a stratospheric weather 
balloon. 

This examp again demonstrates 
eagerness with which we help expand 
every Soviet claim while downgrading 
our own real achievements. It is one 
thing to make paper claims one might 
have to eat later, but another to so 
minimize actual performance that suc
cess is taken for granted. 

When we have a failure we apologize 
loudly and publicly. The Soviet Union 
wit.'Q, its silence in failure and tub
tr )ping of minor successes, often 
fares better in world opinion. 
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IT PAYS TO ADVERTISE 

The codfish lays a million eggs, 

The helpful hen but one, 

But the codfish does not cackle 

To inform us what's done. 

The helpful hen we prize, 

The codfi we despise - 

Which Should indicate to the 

thoughtful mind, 


That it pays to advertise. 

ANON 
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"Discovery of the smallest known star 
in the universe was announced today by 
Dr. William J. Luyven, Chairman of the 
Astronomy Department of the UniverSity 
of Minnesota ... The ar is about one
half the diameter of the moon." - 

NEW YORK TIMES 

... AND then there was this poem (below) 

in the NEW YORKER ... 


"Welcome, welcome litt star! 

I'm de ed that you are 
 fUp in Heaven's extent INo bigger than a continent. 

IIRelatively minis , 

Spinning like a penny spool, 

Glinting like a polished spoon, 

A kind of kindled demi-moon. 


"You offer cheer to tiny man, 

,'Mid galaxies Gargantuan, 

A little pill in end s night 


antidote to cosmic fright. 

John Updike. 
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If poetry comes not as naturally as 


leaves to a tree it had better not come 

at all. -- Keats. 
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FOR THE GOURMETS: 

Fonds d'Artichauts (artichoke bottoms 
coeurs de celeris (celery hearts) or 
salsifis (oyster plant), saut4e in butte~ 
served with red meat; also splendid with 
red meat are cepes (a species of mush
rooms) cooked in oil or butter with 
chopped parsley and garlic, is a tasty
sounding menu idea which will be brought 
to mind during the French food promotion 
days at Dallas stores which carry French 
food and wines. The promotion will be
gin October 18 and continue through 
Oc~ ~er 20, highlighting the already 
th.l. /,qing interest here in French foods. 

Simon David, food specialty store, 

instigated this promotion. 
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ART THEATERS 

The Esquire Theater was the highest 
bidder on the next in the British 
ltCarry Onl! series -- this one: "Carry 
On, Teacher" -- will feature Joan Sims 
and Leslie Phi11ips in Ita riotous 
story of unusual life in the class
room. II 

-000

JAZZ FESTIVAL AT SMU 

McFarlin Auditorium, Friday, Septem

ber 28, will be the setting: Starred 

will be the Dick Harp Quintet, which 

features Ben Hill, former SMU student, 

vit 'harpist, and Bank Dimon, SMU en

gin~dring school, on the drums. Also 

starred will be Ed Bernet's group and 

piano stylist, P~ter Nero. 


KEEP LEARNING! 

An instance of the increasing 
popularity of local educational tele
vision has been pointed up by the 
recommendation of Ch. 13 by one SCAS 
scientist to another. 

KERA-TV (Ch. 13) is now featuring 
a series called liThe Last Continent,1l 
dealing with studies made in Antarctica 
during the International Geophysical 
Year. As a departure from· its usual 
treatment of these studies, the series 
featured the other night a film on the 
animal and marine life of Antarctica. 

It has been suggested that SCAS 
might produce some programs or a 
series of programs for educational 
television ... 
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IIGraduate school matures a student. 
It encourages him to think. -

Vannevar Bush 
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HIt is important that we understand , 
... that any system that concentrates ~ 
on the development of the maximum 
potential of every human being has 
an inherent superiority." -

W. Gordon Whaley 
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A serious searcher for scientific 
knowledge was Vilhjamur Stefansson, the 
last of the dog-sled explorers. He fore
saw that airplanes and submarines would 
reach the North Pole. Before his death 
the other day at 82, he had the satis
faction of having contributed much to 
the world's knowledge of the icy North. 
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