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SCAS AT TCU (From page 1) 

in the absence of collisions; the 
earth's ionosphere; radio wave propa
gation; static geomagnetic field; 
geomagnetic storms and transient 
variations; cosmic radiation physics; 
Van Allen radiation; the airglow; the 
distribution of interplanetary hydro
gen~ and auroras. 
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CAMPUS (From page 1) 

operation that would be visited by 
SCAS personnel ordinarily two to 
three times a week (except for un
usual phenomenological events such 
as magnetic storms, etc.) for the 
purpose of checkin?r equipment and 
collecting data. 'This is essential
{y an un-manned measuring station," 
Ar. Seay said. 

To deter vandals a "tongue-in
cheek" sign has been posted on the 
facility reading: "DANGER -- COSMIC 
RADIATION." 

"We feel that for the amount of the 
capital investment this has resulted 
in a very practical though modest 
building~ providing a facility capa
ble of producing very significant 
fundamental scientific data before 
long~" he concluded. 

"Another thing we are very happy 
to report is tnat word has just been 
received that the initial phase of 
paving on Armstrong Parkway should 
be finished as of today~ and by to
morrow all of the first phase of the 
peripheral road should be completed," 
Mr. Seay reported. 

He also reported that at Dallas 
~~gnetic Observatory a program is 
Jow under way for measuring telluric 
currents. 

A joint operation with DASS by 
Texas Instruments and Texas Christian 
University, this program involves 
putting down copper conducting probes 
to detect (predominantly low frequency) 
currents induced into the earth as a 
result of variations in the earth1s 
magnetic field. One goal of the pro
gram is to attempt to infer from 
findings the basic mechanism gene
rating these variations. 

Seay stated that the E&PS labora
tory construction is on schedule, 
and that work below ground level 
should be completed this month. He 
said that bids for the general con~ 
tract on the remaining portion of 
the building are due September 19. 
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ORNITHORHYNCUS IN PALESTINE 

Ornithorhyncus II, a balloon experi
ment aimed at achieving "economy" in 
information transmitted,as well as 
the testing of some of the SCAS space
craft instruments, will be carried 
out at the National Scientific Balloon 
Flight Station, operated by the Nat
ional Center for Atmospheric Research, ,in Palestine, Texas, in late Septem
ber, according to a SCAS cosmic ray t 
laboratory spokesman. 

"We want to get the feel of how 
the instruments work," the spokesman 
said. "This flight will carry some 
scaling equipment which will count 
the number of cosmic rays as they 
come in and then transmit the informa
tion to the ground," he said. 

"Here1s where the economy of informa
tion phase comes in," he added, "we 
try to cut to an absolute minimum the 
data sent." He said that this "econo
mical tr manner of sending data is 
generally not a problem in balloon 
work, but stressed that in a satellite, 

(Gontinued on page 3) 
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BALLOON (From page 2) 

instrumentation--telemetry, etc. 
capability is severaly limited. 

He said the Palestine launching 
would be similar to the recently 
comp ed Fort Churchill experiment, 
except for the placing some other 
instrumentation on board. 

Ornithorhyncus I was launched in 

August at Fort Churchill. 
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ACCEPTANCE 

Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer, profes
sor of physics and director of the 
Institute for Advanced Study at 
Princeton, has accepted the invita
tion of M&MP division head Prof. 
Ivor Robinson to Serve as chairman 

)of the opening session of the In

ternational Symposium on Gravita
tional Collapse and other Topics in 


lativistic Astrophysics, to be 

held in Dallas in December. 
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SCAS TRAVELS 

Dr. Kenneth G. McCracken is attend
ing the NASA-sponsored Solar Proton 
Conference at Boulder, Colorado. 

Messrs. JohnS. Robottom, R. C. 
Peavey, and Wil am C. Bartley 
recently returned from NASA's Ames 
Research Center at Moffett Field, 
California, and discussions on SCAS
PIQSY contractual arrangements. 

This week finds GRCSW president 
Dr. L. V. Berkner and Dr. Franc S. 
Johnson, DASS head, in Japan for 
International Scientific Radio Union 
~IVth General Assembly, with scien
~ific sessions and visits scheduled 

for Friday, and a visitors' tour 
that covers Toyokawa, Gamagori, and 
Hakone set for Saturday. 

Dr. Berkner, in addition to rep
resenting ICSU and the National 
Academy of Sciences at the Assembly, 
was called upon to read a special ad-

to the meeting from URSI presi
dent Prof. S.H8rstadius, Uppsala, 
Sweden. The meeting closes September 
20. 

GRCSW administrative vice president 
R. N. Stohl is in tes Park, Colorado 

ending the 17th National Conference 
on the Administration of Research. 
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Tuesday visitors to the Center 
included Mr. J. E. Jonsson, GRCSW 
board chairman, Mr. Walter Watts, 
Mr. Marvin Bennett, and Mr. Robert 
M. McCrae, all qf RCA. SCAS labs 
were visited by the RCA executives. 
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IN THE LABS 

Research scientist Tom Flowerday ,
reports that processing of the new r 
vacuum chamber continues o J 
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NOTICE 

Labor Day marked the beginning 
of Saturday and Sunday only opera
tions for Six Flags Over Texas. All 
rides, shows, and attractions wi 
remain in full operation from 10 a.m. 
until 10 p.m. week ends only until 
closed for the season on December 1. 
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Geosciences telephones: AD 5-5271-72. 


