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SRC FACULTY TO GIVE NASA 

LECTURES IN HOUSTON 


Dr. Francis S. Johnson, DASS head 
will open a series of weekly lecture 
at Rice Universit y , Monday, October 
I }I , 1963, at 3:30 p . :n . 

Sponsored by the Space Agency, Dr. 
Johnson's opening lecLure , enti t led , 
ttGeopotential and Particle Orbits , 1I 
will be held at t he University's 
Chemis t ry Conference Room. 

According to t he SRC scientist, 
) further lectures i n t be series wi ll 

be presented by other members of 
his Dallas staff, in c luding Dr. 
Jules A. Fejer, Dr . Will iam B. Han
son, Dr. Kenneth G. M~Cracken, Dr. 
T. N. L. Patterson , and Dr . Gilbert 
N. Plass. Six l ectures wi ll be 
presented by Ri c e facul ty, includ 
ing Dr. Alexander J. Des sler, chair 
man of the University' s Space Sc i en 
ces department. 

Dr. Johnson commented that since 

planning for the cou r s e began, the 

estimated attendan ce rigure had 

climbed to about 100. Probable 

attendance by NASA as t ronaut s i s 

being considered. 


Topics to be c overed are bas i cal ly 
the same as thos e being pres ented 
at TCU. 

Dr. Johnson s a i d that present 

plans call for p r esentat ion of a 

certificate indi cating attendan ce , 


li n lieu of coll eg e credi t. 
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NEW GEOSCIENTIST 

DR. PHILIP F . OE'rKDI)'G 

From studying t he geology of the 
mo on and t h e p lanets i n orde r to 
advise Chance Vought engineers as 
to design cri teT'i a f or l andin£; gears 
and t ranspo rtation vehicles on t he 
l unar surf a ce , comes resea r ch sci en 
t ist Philip F. Oetking (pronounced 
Et'-king) t o SCAS GeoSciences di v. 

World War II found Oetking in th e 
Army Ai r Force . Piloting a B - 2~ , he 
r e l ates that he was slat ed :for E'J.ro 
p ean theater action, bllt on an I t a ly
bound flight "we mi s sed t.l. e Azores ." 
He f lew in the Air Fo rc e f e r ry co~
mand for the remain~er of t he wa~ . 

(Continued on page 2 ) 
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OETKING - (From page 1) 

After the war, Oetking, who was 
born in Madison, Wisconsin, resumed 

s interrupted education. In 1946 
he received the Ph.B. in geology 
from the University of Wisconsin. 

Next came the M.S. in geoloGY; his 
thesis was entitled, "A field and 
petrographic study of the horneblendi 
te occurrences of central Wisconsin. I! 
He went on in 1956 to earn the Ph.D. 
in geology, with a minor in mining 
engineering; this time his thesis was 
on liThe relation of the. lower Paleo
zoic to the older rocks in the north
ern peninsula of Michigan. II 

Scientist Oetking 1 s experience has 
included summer seSSions of strati 
graphic mapping and field mapping 
for thesis dataj and as teaching 
assi ant at the UniverSity of Wis

:eonsin he taught laboratory and quiz 
sections in geology, lithology, min
eralogy, petrology, and petrography. 

In 1951 he joined the Sun Oil Com
pany geological staff and did detail 
ed structural mapping in northern 
New Mexico. He worked with the strat 
igraphic research group at Corpus 
Christi, from which came a paper en
titled, IIGeological framework of the 
Gulf coastal plain of Texas.!! In 195 
he headed the research team which set 
forth to make a study of the Plio
Miocene sediments of the LouiSiana 
Gulf coast, including parts of Texas 
and MiSSissippi. In 1957 compiled 
and summarized geological information 
for Venezuela, Colombia, and Trinidad 
Also in 1957 Oetking entered the geo
logical consulting field, continuing 
in that work until 1962, when he 
joined Chance Vought. 

Interest in the geological nature 

of the area in which he lived lured 


) Oetking into a project which has re
sulted in the first geological high
way map of Texas. Designed for the 
geologist and the layman, the bril 
liantly colored map also shows a 
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generalized chart of time and rock 
units, a mileage chart, and a short 
geological history of the state. 

Work with the ultimate goal of "more 
knowledge about the moon, II will occupy 
Oetking at SCAS. "We have to get more 
information before we can actually 
land a man on the moon, II he said. "We 
lldll have to have some successful 
probes in order to find out something 
about the strength of the surface and 
about slopes on the moon's surface. It 
is believed this can be determined by 
orbiting or pass-by. We need a probe 
to confirm what we think we know," he 
concluded. 

The Oetkings, she is the former 
Clare Stroud of WisconSin, are parents 
of two children, Margo, 9, and Curtis, 
7. The have lived in Dallas since 1956. 
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NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION VISITORS 

A group of scientists representing 
the National Science Foundation will 
visit the Center on Thursday, October 
17, 1963. Included in the party are ,Dr. Richard A. Carrigan, pro~ram dir r 
ector, Chemistry, Earth and Atmospheric ,

Sciences Facilities, NSF; Dr. John F. 

Lance, associate program director; 

Dr. E. F. Osborn, vice president for 

Research, Pennsylvania State UniverSity; 

Dr. John W. Irvine, Jr., professor of 

Chemistry, Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology, and Father Victor J. Blum, 

dean, Institute of Technology, Saint 

Louis University. 
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NASA VISITORS 

Visitors on October 15 will be from 
NASA-WaShington. Messrs. John Craig 
and William Scott will review SCAS 
research programs. 
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JOHNSON PAPER TO READ 


Because of excess demands on 

his time, Dr. Francis S. Johnson, 
DASS head, will be unab to deliver 
a paper scheduled for the Short 
Course on Space Power Systems of the 
College of General Studies of George 
Washington University, October 15. 
Dr. Johnson's paper, entitled, "Spa
ce Environment, 11 will be read by 
Dr. Robert Fellows, chairman of 
NASA's Planetary Atmospheres Sub
committee. 
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M&MP DIVISION 

Prof. Ivor Robinson, M&MP division 
head, was in Austin Monday, working 
with Dr. E. L. Schuckin~ and Dr. 
Alfred Schild of the University of 
~exas faculty, on arrangements for 
the international symposium on rela
tivity to be held in Dallas' in 
December. 

Accompanied by relativist Dr. Mich
el Cahen, Prof. Robinson leaves 
Thursday for New Mexico State 
versity, University Park, N. M. The 
two SCAS mathematicians will give 
seminars and talk with the Univer
sity's graduate students Thursday 
and Friday. 
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SEAY ADDRESSES ROTARY GROUP 

Frank Seay, director of GRCSW 
Campus Development, spoke before a 
luncheon ing of the Richardson 
Rotary Club, Monday. His talk, cit 
ing progress of construction at the 
campus site, was illustrated by color 
slides. 
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GRCSW HOUSTON LUNCHEON SET 

-- A luncheon sponsored 

by the GRCSW for the purpose of 

present the Center's story to 

the Houston community, will be Id 

in the ce Hotel's Crystal Ballroom, 

Monday, October 14, from 12:00 to 

1:30 p.m. 

With GRCSW board member, Howard T. 

Tellepsen, presiding as chairman, 

the luncheon will feature first, in

troduction of GRCSW board members 

and advisory council members, follow

ed by an address given by board chair

man, Mr. Erik Jonsson. His address 

will be entitled, "The Graduate 

Research Center of the Southwest Is 

All of Us. 1I 


Dr. L. V. Berkner, GRCSW president,

will then address the meet using 

the theme, "Resources for the Future," 

followed by GRCSW board member, Dr. 

Cary Croneis, Chancellor, Rice Uni

versity, who will discuss liThe 

Graduate Research Center of the South

west and Houston. II 


It was noted in the luncheon 
invitation, issued by Mr. Jonsson and 
Mr. Stanley Marcus, chairman of the ,
GRCSW committee for development 

~ resources, that the meet had as 

its aim, sharing "with ( Houston 

community) the aspirations and reali 

ties of the GRCSW and what it does 

and can mean to the Southwest edu

cationally, culturally, and indus

trially." 
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BIDS RECEIVED 

Six prime bidders submitted quo

tations last Thursday, for the general 

contract on Research Building No.1 

of the Southwest Center for Advanced 

Studies. 
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