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~:<L. V. Berkner is President of the Graduate Research Center of the Southwest and Director 
of its Southwest Center for Advanced Studies, institutions founded in 1961 to stimulate the 
rapid advancement of graduate education in the Southwest. He was formerly President of 
As sociated Universities, Inc., which or ganized and directed the Brookhaven National 
Laboratory and the National Radio Astronomy Observatory. He was a member and is now 
a Consultant to the President I s Science Advisory Committee. He is past President of the 
Institute of Radio Engineers (now Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers) and past 
President of the American Geophysical Union. He is active in or ganizations of international 
scientific activity as past President of the International Council of Scientific Unions, retiring 
Vice President of the Special Committee on the International Geophysical Year (for which he 
organized the IGY program on Rockets and Satellites), and past President of the International 
Scientific R.::l.dio Union. He is an officer of the National Academy of Sciences and is past 
Chairman of its Space Science Board, a member of the American Philosophical Society, 
the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, the Royal Swedish Academy of Science, and 
many other learned societies. Dr. Berkner has penetrated deeply into the scientific fields 
of electronics, geophysics and space science, having published nearly 100 scientific papers 
and volumes. Among these is the original space textbook, Rockets and Satellites (Pergamon 
Press, 1958). Science in Space (McGraw-Hill, 1961). His most recent work, The Scientific 
Age: The Impact of Science on Society (Yale University Press, 1964) arose from his 
Trumbull Lectures given at Yale early in 1964. Dr. Berkner holds degrees from many 
universities at horne and abroad, including the Universities of Edinburgh, Calcutta and 
Uppsala (Sweden). 

As a member of the Aviation Branch of the U. S. Naval Reserve and Naval Aviator for 
thirty-nine years, Dr. Berkner is now Senior Officer of the U. S. Naval Reserve with the 
grade of Rear Admiral. He has been an early leader in the Navy in the development of a 
variety of electronics weapons such as airborne UHF radio, radar, electronics - counter
measures, and scatter propagation, and in space programs, which have advanced Naval 
strength significantly. 

From time to time he has held responsible posts in the U. S. Government as engineer, 
National Bureau of Standards (on first Byrd Antarctic Expedition, 1928 - 30); First Director, 
Electronics Materials Branch, U. S. Naval Bureau of Aeronautics; First Executive 
Secretary in organization of the Research and Development Board, Department of Defense 
(now Office of Research and Engineering, DOD); Special Assistant to Secretary of State in 
organizing NATO Mutual Defense Assistance; and Consultant to Secretary of State on science 
and author of report Science and Foreign Relations (1951) that initiated the Department's 
Office of Scientific Affairs and the system of science attaches abroad; and of the study for 
the Department on Seismic Improvement (1959). He returned to the Antarctic in 1958 to 
study the post IGY scientific program. 
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THE RISE OF SCHOLARSHIP 

No setting could more dramatically symbolize the character of our 
time than this beautiful new campus and its first research building-
The Founders Building--that we accept and dedicate today. Rising 
on the fertile blacklands that once produced grasses and cotton and 
grain, we now see new cities around us, with their homes and their 
industries. To the south (its skyline clearly visible on this fine day) 
rises the city center of Dallas, whose metropolitan complex has, in 
but two decades, grown out past us. To the west is the equally 
complex center of Fort Worth, which is rapidly closing the intervening 
gap. Around us are the new suburban cities of Richardson and Plano, 
both exploding in their population. Replacing agriculture as the 
center of human activities is this new total metropolitan complex of 
nearly two million citizens. 

The industry of these great new and burgeoning metropolitan centers 
is primarily the science -based industry emerging from the 
technological revolution of our time. The primary natural resources 
from which these industries derive are ideas--ideas created from the 
minds of men and women, to provide altogether new products and 
service s which better adapt man to the environment that his planet 
offers. From these ideas--the most advanced and abstruse ideas 
that can be discovered and mastered--arise industries such as 
aircraft, rockets and space probes, petrochemicals and advanced 
materials, electronics and incredibly fast and accurate communications, 
geophysical exploration for new mineral wealth, and the most 
advanced weapons for our defense that can be conceived. 

These resources of ideas that create the new industries around us 
come from the minds of men. These new resources arise because 
of the work of scientific scholars whose training and skill can 
extract, from the well-held secrets of nature, the basic means 
whereby man can live better--more happily, and more effectively. 

We are gathered today to celebrate the assembly here in the Southwest 
of a new community of scholars in the first great building of this 
campus --The Founders Building of the Southwest Center for Advanced 
Studies. This community of scholars is brought together through the 
vision of people of the Southwest- -the vision of leaders who have 
understood the meaning of the mighty social changes engulfing us. 
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In the last decade in Texas, for example, five hundred thousand 
citizens have left the land to bulge our cities. They have left the 
land because of the mechanization of agriculture in this new 
technological revolution--the introduction of machines, chemicals, 
genetic controls and new seed strains, plus means of soil conservation 
that vastly improves agricultural productivity. (Much of this 
improvement, I would note, has had its origin on the lands and in the 
laboratory of our good neighbor - - The Texas Re search Foundation. ) 
These citizens have left the land because of the vast increase in 
efficiency of production of all natural re sources. 

These half million citizens, with other millions of new born and 
migrants from afar, have corne to the cities to find new opportunities 
for employment. Your leaders have responded by creating new 
industry from ideas. But to do this they must have men who can 
creatively discover and generate the ideas out of which such new 
industry arises. These men must be trained to the doctoral degree, 
and beyond, to grasp new concepts fully, and to enlarge the scope 
of human thought. And so the people of the Southwest have created 
the Graduate Re search Center of the Southwest, with its academic 
arm, the Southwe st Center for Advanced Studies. These institutions 
have been created to enlarge the atmosphere of scholarship in our 
region - -the atmosphere of scholarship on which our future welfare 
depends. These institutions with their concentration of scholars, are 
dedicated to: 

(1) 	 Cooperation with the universities to aid them in development 
of graduate opportunity in this region; 

(2) 	 Creation of opportunity for post-doctoral education, 
primarily in the sciences, whereby new scientific leaders 
are born; 

(3) 	 Encouragement of the most advanced scientific re search, 
out of which grows the atmosphere in which education and 
industry can flourish. 
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Through scientific re search and advanced instruction in 

The Science s of the Earth and the Space Beyond 

The Sciences of the Modern Computer 

The Sciences of the Complex Molecules that form all matter 

The Sciences of the Materials that support man's advancing 
civilization 
and The Sciences underlying the advance of Electronics in 
Man' s service -

with such broad scientific activities as the basic vehicle, the 
Center will achieve its objectives in the most advanced fields of 
education. 

This beautiful new campus of 1300 acres, with its Founders Building 
of nearly 120,000 square feet of space, and the ten more buildings 
hopefully soon to rise - -the now 100 schol ars and research associate s, 
and with 150 supporting staff - -the se bring to reality the vision of the 
people of the Southwest. 

In speaking of this VlSlon, we honor the leaders of the community who, 
four years ago, saw so clearly the need to provide the stimulus for 
scholarship as the foundation for the future. 

Cecil and Ida Green 
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Erik and Margaret Jonsson 

Eugene and Margaret McDermott 

These were your community leaders who supported the initial plan and 
provided the financial guarantees that made these institutions possible. 



4 

Stanley Marcus 

C. A. Tatum 

These were the co-chairmen of the Dallas Founding Fund, who 
symbolize the hundreds of supporters in this community who have 
made pos sible the five -million -dollar Dallas Founding Fund. I 
wish time permitted me to name each founder personally, but you 
will find your names inscribed in the Founders Book in the halls 
of this fine new Building. 

But beyond your financial help, you of the community have given 
freely and generously of your time and wisdom in creating these 
new institutions--institutions in a new pattern to meet the challenge 
of a new time. 

To each one of you, I would expre ss, on behalf of our faculty and 
staff, our respect and gratitude for your part in creating these new 
and extraordinary institutions with their fine new campus and its 
Founders Building. Here has been generated unusual opportunity 
through your prescience. Here we see the physical embodiment 
of the vision of the Founders - -the people of the Southwest who 
recognize the power of ideas in building the future of this great 
region. ,We pledge that we will do all within our power to justify your faith. 
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