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by Michael Seeligson 
michael.seeligson@student.utdallas.edu 

As UTD continues to grow and expand, ihe 
people behind the scenes are easy to overlook. But 
they make the university Junction. 1hey are the 
framework that takes a $300 million project and 
turns it into a reality. 1his semester, AMP would 
like to highlight a few of these spectacular people 
who have given so much of their time and energy 
to the university. 

We extend a hearty Texan thank you. 

Hidden in a suite of offices behind the 
neat, lightly-perused rows on the third 
floor, Jane Hoorman supervises library 
acquisitions from a newly remodeled of
fice scattered with paperwork. 

Ms. Hoorman and her team, diligently 
stock the shelves with ·new material and 
the keep the online archives current. 

Since April 1987 when Ms. Hoorman 
arrived at UTD, she has worked part time 
and full time, filling almost every position 

-'~ 
~s-t ~rc 

on the acquisitions team from vouchers to 
reserve to replacements. 

She certainly knows what she is doing. 
The acquisitions process for any library 

is not simple and Ms. Hoorman oversees 
a chunk of the library budget. She must 
ensure that the university's money is spent 
properly: purchasing books for good pric
es, making sure that the books are needed, 
and checking for duplicates. These tasks 
require patience and persistence in a loca
tion with more than one million volumes. 

"A few years ago when we underwent 
a significant reorganization, Jane assumed 
a much higher responsibility that might 
have intimidated a less capable person," 
said Larry Sail, Dean of Libraries. 

Perhaps not surprisingly, there are sev
eral steps to ensure that the acquisitions 
process is handled properly. 

"Though her adaptability to new chal
lenges has been tested on many occasions, 
she has never lost her composure, tempted 
as she may have been," Dr. Sail added. 

Ms. Hoorman loves the part of her job 
that demands "being nosy as much as any
thing," as she matches orders with credit 
card statements, finding which vendors 
use which format, which books belong to 
which bill, and balancing the accounting 
books. 

"Having known Jane for so long I had 
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no doubt she not only could handle the 
new responsibilities, but she would thrive 
on them. That has proven to be the case," 
Dr. Sail said. 

Ms. Hoorman is not only a great as
set to the university through her work, but 
also through her enthusiasm for the stu
dents and the institution. 

When she started here, Ms. Hoorman 
said that the campus was almost void of 
students and that she is excited to see 
more students wandering around during 
the day. 

''It really seems more like a university 
than it did when I started," Ms. Hoorman 
said. 

One of Ms. Hoorman's favorite aspects 
of the job is the flexibility it offers. She 
said that many people working in the li
brary have families which involve doctors 
appointments and days with children. 
Though everyone can take sick days, the 
library work environment is supportive 
of tbe workers, allowing them to think of 
their family first, she said. 

She also finds it important that stu
dents working _with the library view the 
job as secondary to their studies, and ap
preciates the fact that students can have 
flexibility around test schedules. 

Thanks to her caring nature and genu
ine goodwill for her coworkers, it is not 
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surprising that Dr. Sail said he "and all he 
colleagues find Jane one of the most pleas· 
ant people in the library." 

Ms. Hoorman shares this friednly at· 
titude toward her colleagues. 

"I've always enjoyed the people," she 
said, when asked about the best part ofhet 
job. 

Jane and the library staff certainly re· 
ceive a warm THANK YOU from the 
staff at A Modest Proposal. 

The opinions expressed in this 
publication are those of the 
editors and writers and do not 
necessarily riflect those of the 
University administration, 1he 
Board of Regents of the University Pre cs"'{ Benedict Voit Christopher Krailo Chris Wahlen of Texas System or the Board of the 

WalterVoit Jonathan Lane Art Zachary publication. 

Comments, Suggestions? Flattery, Fan-mail? Email us at amodestproposal@gmail.com 
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Stop caring about apathy 
\ 
\ 

by Greg Armistead 
g:regarmis@hotmail.com 

I recently asked an older relative, after 
receiving an ambivalent response concern
ing his belief in God, if he ever attended 
church. 

"No, I haven't in a long time," he said 
nonchalantly. I shrugged and continued 
on with my day, neither gaining nor losing 
respect for him. What would your reaction 
be? More than likely, you would respect his 
decision, understand he had reasons for 
such, and not think much of it. But what 
if you asked that same person whether or 
not he regularly voted? 

"No, I haven't in a long time," he might 
say. Now how would you react? 

"Are you serious? How can you be so 
ignorant?" 

Or maybe: "What if nobody voted? 
Why, there would be anarchy abounding." 

Or perhaps: "Democracy needs us!" 
· Or simply: "You idiot!" 

The fact is, there is no room for politi
cal apathy in an increasingly pseudo-pro
active and aware America today. From a 
ridiculously early age, we are taught noth
ing about the rights and wrongs of attend
ing church, but one piece of propaganda 

is always drilled in our heads-VOTE, 
VOTE, VOTE-when you are old 
enough to do so. 

It is now trendy to be politically ac
tive-heck, even great minds like Brit
ney Spears voiced support-for George 
Bush-in the 2004 election. With Jack 
Black sporting a "Vote for Kerry"T-shirt 
at the 2004 MTV Video awards, it is no 
wonder American youth is so politically 
driven. 

The UTD populous even reflects this 
new fad. The other day I was skimming 
Facebook and clicked on the "apathetic" 
link in my profile. I received a list of just 
over a hundred comrades with the same 
stance-pretty sparse considering well 
over 500 others each shared "liberal," 
"moderate" or "conservative" attitudes. 

But nothing is as it seems. Consult 
any table concerning voting trends over 
the past few decades, and one paradigm is 
strikingly clear: young people don't vote. 

In fact, the 18-24 age demographic 
spurts out the lowest voter turnout, even 
in nationwide elections. So the next time 
you hear one of those hip and aloof intel
lectuals in one of your classes complaining 
about Bush, foreign affairs or something 
of that nature, there is a high probability 
that they are all talk. Don't excuse the hy
pocrisy: slap them in the face, leap upon 
your desk, and proclaim: 

"YOU DON'T REALLY CARE 
ABOUT ANYTHING YOU ARE 
SAYING. COMPLAINING DOES 
NOTHING. DID YOU VOTE? NO? 
DIDN'T THINK SO." 

Well, maybe you do not need to go 
that far, but please beware of such culprits. 
Complaining and "caring" about issues 
and politics does not make you an activist, 
voting and campaigning does. But even 
if you do these things, it doesn't give you 
the right to look down on those of us who 
don't. Please get off my apathetic back. 

For some reason or another, I devel
oped a strong indifference for political 
parties, platforms, personalities, and many 
of the debatable issues flourishing in those 
realms. It's not that I am too lazy to vote, 
or too dense to care, I simply choose not 
to take a side. Most politicians seem seedy 
and downright shifty at times, thirsty only 
for a vote. Why is it we simply must vote 
for somebody? What if neither nominee 
deserves a sp_ot in office? 

In the early 1990s, the mayor ofWash
ington D.C. was caught on videotape 
smoking crack/cocaine and fraternizing 
with a prostitute, yet was reelected, after 
serving six months in prison, just four years 
later. Citizens of D .C. undoubtedly chose 
him once and, shockingly, once more be
cause they felt as though they had to vote 
for somebody. Mter all, Democracy can't 
surVive without everyone's vote can it? But 
I guess it can thrive with a coked-up pimp 
at the forefront. 

The harder I press these points to my 
persecutors, the more stubbornly they re
ject them. For a while, I became apprehen
sive when asked of my political viewpoint 
and shut my mouth. I am not proud of be
ing apathetic nor do I go around parading 
it to the world and rubbing it in everyone's 

' ' It's not that I am too 
lazy to vote, or too dense 

to care, I simply choose 

not to take a side. 

'' face, as some do (and if you_ do, you're 
probably why people like me get such a 
bad rap, so grow up). I believe, however, 
there should be tolerance for indifference, 
just as there is for atheism, or homosexual
ity, or any other facet considered deviant. 
In short, and quite ironically, I am protest
ing actively for the advancement of apa
thetic peoples. 

Please do not misunderstand me-if 
you think I'm preaching that it is okay to 
be uninformed, I am not. Being knowl
edgeable of today's issues is quite impor
tant, as we should always be aware of the 
treacherous world we live in. 

However, if something inside you is 
saying I don't know, or I'm not ciffected by 
it so I don't have an opinion, I implore you, 
embrace it! Foster it, for there is a reason 
you do not care, and don't let anyone tell 
you otherwise. 

So the next time you pass the chapel, 
enter or don't enter-! will respect either 
decision. Then, when you pass the voting 
booth, vote or don't vote-I will still toler
ate your choice, and everyone else should, 
too. 
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EXT EXT 
UTD EMBA ranks 46 in worl 
Nothing rankles about new management ranking 

TOP RANKED 
:;; :@~; }' ' .)~ 

Executive MB~ 

by Aidan Skoyles 
skoyles@student.utdallas.edu 

Three cheers for the management 
school. In an Oct. 24 release, Lon
don's Financial Times newspaper 

ranked UTD's Executive MBA program 
46'h in the world and 25th in the US 
- above Tulane, Vanderbilt, Wake Forest, 
and (particularly gratifying) above some 
local favorites like Texas A&M, U of H, 
and SMU (that piffling party school just 
down the highway) . 

This is great news for UTD, and the 
school deserves all congratulations. The 
EMBA program has increased in rank
ings (according to the Financial Times) 
from 62 last year and 61 the year before 
-- see the sidebar at right for more details 
on the ranking. 

And these rankings goes a lot further 
than the way the school currently pro
motes itself, as the UTD Wikipedia puts 
it in smug eloquence: '~ccording to its 
own rankings, the School of Management 
ranks among the top 40 in the world in 
research." 

Yeah, and I rank among the top 40 
coolest people in the world, according to 
my own rankings. 

That aside, there are good things go
ing on in that new building of theirs, and 
exciting new collaborations going on to 
share the wealth. There are talks in the 
works to begin a joint program focusing 
on entrepreneurialism and university
sourced commercialization with the Erik 
Jonsson Engineering school next semes-

ter, a project that was highlighted in 
high-profile (and great food) Oct. 
conference in the same spirit. The "Uni
versity-Sourced Commercialization Con
ference, " in the TI Auditorium but orga
nized by Don Hicks of the Management 
School brought professors from around 
the country, Rolls Royce-driving inves~ 
tors, and down-n-dirty entrepreneurs 
from DFW who've been there and done 
that. 

Other interesting findings from the Fi
nancial Times report include the fact that 
three years after graduation, the average 
UTD EMBA'er rakes in a cool $139,802. 
Not a bad haul, but a far sight below the 
second overall ranked Hong Kong Busi
ness School with a $255,225 annual 
salary. 

And this engineer hopes that the 
school down Drive A (the en
gineering one) can do the same 

soon. I look forward to the day when I 
don't have to cringe at the continual pro
motion of our statistical claim to fame 
-- that UTD graduates more CS majors 
than any other university in the country. 
Whoopee. We churn 'em out. No wor
ries with quantity over quality like our 7'h 
grade teachers always used to say. Let's 
hope some of the good vibes rub off on 
our little corner of campus too. 

So though it came from the pretty pink 
paper (no joke ... the Financial Times is 
printed on pale pink paper), and most of 
its issues will have by now been tossed, 
crumpled and stuffed under peacoat 
jackets walking by Trafalgar Square and 
chucked under Tube seats and a few into 
litter bins (not trash cans), I am glad to 
know that UTD is out there in the global 
scheme of things. Working its way up .. . 
slowly . . . but surely. 

One of these days we're all going to call 
MIT the UTD of the north. 
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Or how I learned to stop worrying and love the Jack 

by Liam Skoyles 
liam@skoyles.com 

Most students walk past it every day, 
but nobody really knows what it is, why 
it's there, and what the heck it's supposed 
to mean. 

Well, the "Love Jack" has become 
part of the scenery here at UTD, and 
it was high time for someone to go out 
and figure out just who was behind this 
monstrous game piece. 

The piece sits between the University 
Theater and the Jonsson Performance 
Hall; if you haven't seen it, you're blind or 
soon will be. 

It is apparently moveable, as 
construction in the area has forced 
the piece to be dragged several meters 
towards the University Theater and back. 

The man behind the jack, as one might 
put it, is Jim Love. This in itself reveals 
something quite startling about UTD's 
largest and most well known sculpture: 
It's not made for the little hippy in all of 
us! Nope; the word "Love" on the side of 
the jack is the artist's signature. Whether 
or not the jack promotes peace, love and 
.. . yea, you know ... the jack was created 
by Jim Love in 1971 and donated (with 
love) by Margaret McDermott in 1976. 

Officially titled simply "Jack," the 
Love Jack is in the same style as other 
art created by Jim Love. Jim Love 
championed the practice of creating art 
out of scrap metal he found in junk yards, 
a style dubbed the "Art of Assemblage." 

The recently deceased artist was a major 
influence on sculpture and had his 
sculptures displayed in several museums 
throughout Houston and Dallas and was 
even featured at the Museum of Modern 
Art in New York. 

Although some may question the 
artistic merit of"a few pipes welded 
together," the piece has become a 
landmark on the UTD campus. And 
this reporter would like to see a few 
more jacks around campus. Who's to say 
there's not a Jim Hate or a Jim Joy out 
there chomping at the bit to create the 
rest of our giant jacks set? 

UTD could use a bit more campus 
life, and this artistic piece could be just 
the beginning of a whole series of giant's 
games. Why not a person sized chess set, 
car sized checkers, or a game of connect 
four across the new ECS building 
courtyard? 

All the best colleges in the nation 
have powerful academic art displayed 
throughout their campuses, and UTD is 
sorely lacking in this department; we can 
hardly make our single fountain work for 
more than a month at a time. 

This article wouldn't be complete 
without a mention of our "art barn", 
which is an absolute testament to 
the resourcefulness ofUTD's A&H 
department. Every few months the 
exhibit inside the art barn is exchanged, 
and somehow the art inside never seems 
to dip in quality, from thoughtful pieces 
that make us question life, politics and 
sexuality to humorous pieces that poke 
fun at the follies of modern life. 

I just don't see how our resourceful 
and clever A&H department can create 
a giant flaming scull car but still puts 
up with a few pieces of granite on metal 
posts as the second most impressive piece 
of art on campus. 

So come on UTD! Let's see some 
A&H majors creating a lasting part 
of UTD's campus. Or if you're an 
enterprising EE major with a closet 
predilection for sculpture, try your hand 
at it! You never know, you just might 
create something that people will still be 
looking at in 20 years. 

I know I at least partially justified my 
time here at UTD by saying the school 
is young and that I can be a lasting part 
ofUTD. Well, here's a challenge that I 
know someone reading this might just 
be comet enough to take up. Until then, 
we're just going to have to make do with 
a little love. 

Jack by Jim Love - Photo by lac Cox 
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Germany's new boss: 

to 

by Ben Dower 
kaiser.benjamin@gmail.com 

They knew it would be close, but the 
election turned out tighter than anyone 
expected. With less than one percent dif
ference between the leading contenders, 
weeks of uncertainty passed by without a 
clear winner. Mter taking dra~tic action to 
reach a verdict, the conservative candidate 
was declared the victor, provoking contro
versy from both sides. 

No, I'm not talking about the 2000 
Bush-Gore election. Few people keep 
up to date with foreign politics. With so 
much going on here in the US, who has 
the time to keep tabs on the hundreds of 
other countries around the world? But to 
those that do take note, there are some 
striking similarities to what happened in 
our own presidential race five years ago 
and the German election that is just now 
winding down. 

Without getting into too much detail, 
the Federal Republic of Germany has 16 
states known as Linder, which also means 
country, or Bundeslander. The Federal 
Chancellor heads the executive branch 
and is elected by the parliament. Like 
most European nations, German politics 
revolve around the coalition of multiple 
parties, none of which has a majority by 
itself In recent history the leftist coalition 
of the Social Democratic Party and the 
Green Party has dominated both the par
liament and the chancellorship. But in the 
last few years there has been a conservative 
comeback 

Since the 2003 elections, the Chris
tian Democratic Union and its coalition 
partner, the Free Democratic Party, gained 
overwhelming victories. Although the 
protest against the Iraq war dampened 
this political shift, in the last year, the SDP 
has continued to slip. Mter the German 
federal election in May, 2005, a motion 
of confidence was called for Chancellor 
Schroder, sparking another set of elections. 
Interestingly, he asked his supporters to 
abstain in order to trigger an early federal 
election, hoping to regain lost seats. 

All this is a bit complicated and you'd 
have to research it yourself to explore all 

'-··· 

the details. What's important is that in 
the elections that followed the CDU ul
timately won, as expected, but by less than 
one percent and only four more seats than 
the SDP. 

OK, no problem, so the CDU needs 
the FDP after all. But no, even as coali
tions, neither the conservatives nor the 
liberals had a majority in the parliament. 
Angela Merkel, leader of the conservative 
coalition and the first female chancellor in 
Germany, had beaten the incumbent, but 
for weeks Schroder refused to give up his 
office. Talk about awkward! 

It gets worse. In order to effectively 
govern, both sides agreed that a new co
alition had to be reached. Yet the Left 
Party, the only party to actually gain votes 
from the election, rejected any possibility 
of joining the two main coalitions. Thus, 
there were three viable arrangements from 
the election. 

On the one hand you had the SPD, 
FDP, and Green combination, named 
the "traffic light" coalition after the party 
colors. Another possibility was the CDU, 
CDP, and Greens, the "Jaimaca" coalition. 
And a final option was the Grand Coali
tion between the CDU and SDP. Con
fused yet? Let me break it down for you. 

We could have a coalition of German 
liberals with hard-core libertarians, Ger
man conservatives with hard-core environ
mentalists, or a combination of the same 
liberals and conservatives that had been at 
each others throats for years. Ouch. How 
do you find middle ground between such 
vast ideological differences? 

It's times like this I remember what I 
learned in kindergarten. Don't eat paste 
and how to share. I'm not sure what they 
teach at German schools, but perhaps they 
put too much emphasis on the former. 
FDP leaders blatandy refused to form 
a coalition with the SDP and Joschka 
Fischer, leader of the German Green Par
ty, is quoted as having said, "Can you really 
see Angela Merkel and Edmund Stoiber 
sitting round the table in dreadlocks? This 
is more our style. It's impossible." 

It wasn't until October 10, nearly one 
month after Germans went to the polls, 
that the issue was resolved. The Grand 
Coalition has been formed, Angela Merkel 
will become Chancellor and the sixteen 
seats in the new cabinet will be divided 
equally between the two major parties. 
Schroder says he will resign from politics, 
although personally I wouldn't count him 
out of the game just yet . 
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Speak for yourself 
Televangelist Robertson inveighs against problems 
in Chavez's Venezuela, crosses line in comments 

by Kim Allen 
arnodestproposal@gmail.com 

If you're looking for evidence that one 
person can change the world, look no fur
ther than Pat Robertson of"The 700 Club" 
who may be single-handedly responsible 
for ruining relations between the U.S. 
and Venezuela and for defaming the U.S. 
abroad. 

In August, Robertson called for the as
sassination of Venezuelan President Hugo 
Chavez, saying, "We have the ability to 
take him out, and I think the time has 
come that we exercise that ability." 

Although President Bush has repeated
ly stated that there are no plans to assassi
nate Chavez, and although Robertson has 
since apologized for his statements, esteem 
for the United States abroad has inevitably 
decreased as a result. 

Chavez is understandably incensed, 
even if he is a bit paranoid. Robertson's 
statements have created a ripple effect, first 
in Caracas and then throughout the globe. 

Chavez has begun expelling humani
tarian organizations like New Tribe Mis
sions that help educate indigenous tribes 
throughout Venezuela; he accuses the or
ganization of" imperialism" and of connec
tions to the CIA. 

He has also accused the U.S. of plan
ning to capture Venezuela and threatens 
that oil prices will soar to $150 a barrel 
if Venezuela is invaded. Chavez says the 
U.S. wants their oil, adding, "That's why 

f you're looking for evidence that one person can change 

the world, look no further than Pat Robertson of "The 

700 Club" who may be single-handedly responsible for 

ruining relations between the U.S. and Venezuela and 

for defaming the U.S. abroad. 

' ' Chavez accused 
(Prime Minister Tony Blair 

and President George 

Bush) of threatening "all 

life on the planet:' while 

Mugabe compared them 

to Adolf Hitler and Benito 

Mussolini, remarks that 

drew applause from many 

U.N. delegates. 

'' Pat Robertson, the spiritual adviser of Mr. 
Bush, is calling for my assassination. That 
would be much cheaper than an invasion." 
Venezuela has since begun talks of open
ing its oil reserves to the Chinese market, 
a move that would undoubtedly injure the 
U.S. economy. 

His latest invective, given at a U.N. Food 
and Agriculture Organization ev~nt, joins 
Zimbabwean President Robert Mugabe 
in a tirade against Tony Blair and George 

Bush. Chavez accused them of threaten
ing "all life on the planet," while Mugabe 
compared them to Adolf Hitler and Beni
to Mussolini, remarks that drew applause 
from many U.N. delegates. 

Mugabe accused the U.S. and Britain 
of"[interfering] in [Zimbabwe's] domestic 
affairs," and has enacted land reforms to 
eliminate foreign i_nfluence. According to 
the U.N., Mugabe's land reforms, including 
constitutional changes to allow the confis
cation of white-owned farms throughout 
Zimbabwe, are blamed for widespread 
famine in the largely agricultural country. 
Chavez praised Mugabe's actions and said 
that similar land reforms were being made 
in Venezuela. 

Robertson's injurious statements have 
further isolated the U.S. from the rest of 
the world. Countries such as Venezu
ela that are moving towards Communism 
need no reason to be hostile towards the 
United States. 

Robertson immortalizes most foreign
ers' perceptions of the arrogant American 
who calls for the assassination of any for
eign leader who poses a threat to his politi
cal agenda. If Robertson believes he speaks 
for either evangelical Christians or the 
United States, he's gravely miscalculated 
the influence he holds over public opinion 
and should weigh his words carefully be
fore someone calls for his assassination. 

Pat Robertson 
American televangelist 

Hugo Chavez 
President, Venezula 

George Bush 
President, United States 

Robert Mugabe 
President, Zimbabwe 

Tony Blair 
Prime Minister, UK 

Adolf Hitler 
WW 2 German Leader 
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FOLLOW UP STORY 

rist t s rist 
The Republican Senator from Tennessee and the Design Queen from New Jersey 
have more in common than they'd like to think 

by Clarisse Profilet 
cnp02100()(alutdallas.edu 

ls Fri st bound to be another notch on the GOP's 
belt of indictments? 

In October A M odest Propom/ reported on the 
allegations surrounding senate majority leader Bill 
Fri st (R-Tennessce) and the fortunate timing with 
which he dumped all of his assets in HCA. 

F rist ordered his trustee to sell all of his H CA 
stock, which was bundled into a blind trust, just 
two weeks before the company issued a disappoint
ing earnings forecast that drove prices down almost 
16 percent in a month's time. 

"The original AMP report stated that the ques
tion of whether or not the serious allegation of in
sider trading applied here came down to a twofold 
question: whether Frist had access to privileged 
information about the company AND whether he 
failed to uphold the blind trust-which suggests a 
complete severing of ties with investments, leaving 
the money only accessible as a massive lump sum 
at the end of his political career where there is no 
longer a conflict of interest risk. 

Privileged access is epitomized in Thomas F. 

Senator Bill Frist, Tennessee, has 
dumped assets in a for-profit hospital 
company, HCA. 

Frist, his father, who founded HCA in 1968, and 
Thomas F. Frist Jr., his brother and the company's 
former CEO. Frist's access to inside information 
has been apparent since the outset of the SEC's 
inquiry into his trade practices, but to be fair this 
does not automatically mean that he chose to capi
talize on it. 

The real sticking point was the latter question, 
whether Frist failed to uphold the "truly blind" na
ture of his trust. 

Frist's two-year defense to holding stock in the 
nation's largest for-profit hospital company while 
working on crucial Medicare and Medicaid legis
lation has recently come back to bite him in the 
tuchus: "I don't [even] know if I own HCA," he 
said in a National j ournal article in 2003. And this 
has remained the crux of his defense even after the 
shares were sold last June, but according to docu
ments released to the washington Post on Oct. 24, 
the trusts that Frist once referred to as "totally blind" 
were very much at his fingertips, for his manag-

~ 

ers regularly 
informed 
him when new 
shares ofHCA Inc. 
were added or sold. 

This certainly rebuts 
Frist's claim that his 
HCA stock was held in blind 
trusts beyond his control, and that 
he had little (or no) idea of the extend 
of those holdings. 

Frist of course went immediately 
on the defensive, emphasizing that he 
was never required to set up his HCA 
shares in a blind trust in the first place. 
He claims that he wanted to "apply 
the highest ethical standards I pos
sibly could. I thought, why not raise 
the bar, why not do a good deed ... 
and avoid the appearance of a con
flict of interest. " 

The conflict of interest, accusa
tions were more or less diffused 
by his actions, but recent allega
tions point to something far more 
serious: insider training. And the 
evidence-notification letters from Frist's 
portfolio managers to the senator about invest
ment activity-send a solid message that there 
was more at hand than luck or savvy, and that 
the stocks in his trust were hardly blind. 

amodestproposa_t@gmail.com .}\. ~{ODEST ~POS.AL 
"---·instead of writing to them and.being 

ignored, print it here, and be ignored. 
Having issues with your 
favorite Senator? 

~. 



.i\. "f\,{ ODEST ~POS_,&\L 
. '-·· 

Washington Politics \) November-December 2005 

As taxes go, Windfall fails 
Senator Schumer's oil revenue proposal not so slick as he thinks 

by Bobby Janecka 
janecka@utdallas .edu 

One very bare-bone assessment of the fall of Commu
nism could be that a rigid socialist economy is no match 
for the productivity and flexibility of its capitalist and 
democratic equivalent. Nationalist arm-flexing aside, this 
statement is not far off the mark. 

However, America risks forgetting this fact as more 
voices cry foul on unpopular but necessary actions in a 
free market economy. Following the fuel shortages of 
Desert Storm, the second Iraq War, and Katrina as well as 
numerous incidents of price-gouging, many in this coun
try are eager to pounce on anyone who makes a profit. 

On October 3rd, Senator Chuck Schumer (D-NY) 
introduced a bill in the Senate "to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to impose a temporary windfall 
profit tax on crude oil," setting that money aside for the 
spending bills passed for Katrina aid. 

W hile in theory this sounds like a great idea (Take all 
the profi ts those evil oil companies are overcharging and 
give it to hurricane victims!), in reality this policy would 
only encourage higher prices at the pumps and harm a 
crucial mechanism of business practice: reinvestment. 

Americans do not like price gouging. The idea of prey
ing on the consumer is distasteful because we are all, in 
fact, consumers, but only a fraction of the population re
ceives immediate benefits from a company's profits, so 
most citizens oppose excessive profits entirely. It's ok to 
make money in America, just not too much money or at 
the little guy's expense. On the other hand, price controls 
and windfall taxes can seriously hamper price flexibility 
(which is another name for price gouging). 

In fact, this gouging does serve a purpose. What hap
pened after Katrina? Thousands" of evacuees poured into 
the states surrounding Louisiana, Mississippi and Ala-

' ' Senator Chuck Schumer 
(D-NY) introduced a bill in the 

Senate 'to amend the Internal 

Revenue Code of 1986 to impose 

a temporary windfall profit tax 
on crude oil; setting that money 

aside for the spending bills passed 

for Katrina aid. 

'' bama. Hotel rooms were suddenly in much higher de
mand, and the price for accommodations rose dramatical
ly. Did this overburden the victims of the hurricane? Yes, 
but did it also ensure that only those who most needed 
the housing would purchase it? Yes again. 

You can be certain that, hurricanes aside, no one was 
traveling from El Paso to Houston on a whim- the cost 
would be too high. With those increased prices the mar
ket regulated itself so that limited available resources 
would find their way into the hands of the most impor
tant buyers. 

Rather than waiting for days (perhaps weeks) and re
lying on the government to step in and say, "no one but 
evacuees are allowed to travel and stay in hotels around 
the gulf-region," our market immediately reacted to the 
crisis and set the costs for accommodations at one that 
only those with the greatest need would be willing to 
pay. 

How does this compare to Schumer's model? Busi
nesses would be unwilling to raise prices in response to 
a crisis lest they later face punitive taxes. With prices set 
unusually low for such high demand, there would be no 
possible way resources could stretch to reach everyone. If 
everyone could get gas at $1 a gallon, those fuel short
ages we saw in the GulfCoast preceding Katrina and Rita 
would be felt everywhere in the country. 

Senator Charles Schumer 
Democrat, New York 

Simply put, consumers are too selfish to conserve cheap 
resources out of good will. Whether or not the emergency 
responders on the other side of the country have gas for 
their rescue fleet is of no concern to us if we can fill up 
our tank for $15. That concern, that good will is forced 
upon us by higher prices. It sucks but it's true: welcome 
to human nature. 

But that's not the only reason Schumer's bill is a bad 
idea. There's no question that the oil industry has made a 
large amount of profit this year, but why does the govern
ment get to say how they're spent? Left untaxed, those 
profi ts would certainly reveal ye t another vir rue of the free 
market: the tendency of businesses to seek out add itional 
profit. 

The oil companies no doubt recognize the current 
shortage of refinery capacity in this country. In the inter
ests of future profit, they wi ll undoubtedly invest in creat
ing more refineries, upgradi ng the energy infrastructure 
and in further oil exploration. 

Selfishly, these companies will be seeking methods to 
better refine, deliver and increase their product, creating 
more profits. Indirectly, the country will benefit from this 
with more oil and a better infrastructure. Deprived of 
these profits, the oil companies would not only have less 
capital to invest, they would be discouraged from doing 
so, expecting to lose future profit to similar taxes. 

As unbelievable as it is, when companies try to make 
money, 9 times out of 10, we all win . Profits at Exxon and 
Shell don't get stuffed under a mattress; we see them re
turn in the form of industrial expansion and reinvestment. 
America, ever-becoming more of a "debtor nation," can't 
afford to risk future development at the cost of altruistic 
but misguided plans such as Sen. Schumer's. 
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a s e es 
Our toothpaste experts sample the field and bring the results to you 

by Cheng Lee 
cwlee@student.utdallas.edu 

AMP recognizes that one of the most important decisions you have to make at the 
supermarket is also one of the most difficult. Therefore, in order to help turn our read
ers into well-informed consumers, we have called in two local experts to bring you the 
hard-hitting reviews you need. Ringing in with all their toothpaste knowledge, Messrs. 
Lee and Janecka bring you the facts. 

Two varieties of toothpaste were selected from each of the industty giants: · 
Crest and Colgate, with a wildcard underdog from Aquafresh filling out the list. 
From the start Colgate took an early lead in presentation and credibility, offer
ing the flip-cap option on every tube to access their toothpaste. Conversely, Crest 
earned early demerits by the absence of ·detailed ingredient lists on their paste 
tubes. 

Impressions aside, the pastes sampled were as varied as any you'll find in Wal-Mart 
or CVS. We must stress that we employed the strictest safety standards in all of our test
ing, and urge you to remember that toothpaste is not intended to be swallowed. If more 
than used for brushing is accidentally swallowed, get medical help or contact a Poison 
Control Center right away. 

by Bobby Janeka 
janeka@utdallas.edu 

Colgate Total Whitening Gel 
2005 Vintage 

Crest Whitening Plus Scope 
2005 Vintage 

This Colgate gel claims to con
front all threats, whitening teeth 
while fighting tarter buildup and the 
triple threat of cavities, gingivitis, and 
plaque. Curiously, it advertised no 
particular flavor, and the confusion 
only increased under actual review. 
At first smell, this gel caresses the 
nose with a fresh minty scent - but 
just what kind of mint, we couldn't be 
sure. Something between spearmint 
and wintergreen, along with a kick of 

pine, the aroma was robust and pleas
ant. O nce out of the tube, the poly
chromatic turquoise color looked 
appealing, but the actual texture was 
over-watery and generally too gel-like 
in nature. 

The taste, too, was something of a 
let-down after such a bold olfactory 
experience. The mint again was am
biguous but overstated in the aroma 
and underwhelming on the tongue. 

~ This whitening paste was an in
novation in its time, using Scope to 
complement the standard · clean
ing power of the paste. Not for 
nothing does it promise to fresh
en breath. Perhaps it over-deliv
ers in this regard, unfortunately. 
From scent to taste, the Scope over
powers the experience so soundly that 
we were left longing for the obscure 
mint of the Colgate Total Whitening 

Gel. The assaulting smell of the Scope 
offended the nostrils and overpow
ered any minty taste with the cleans
ing burn of its anti-bacterial agents. 

Serious Scope connoisseurs 
might enjoy this product, but it should 
be avoided by the faint of heart. Just 
the same, it does provide remarkable 
sinus-clearing potential, perhaps ri
valed only by strong chili peppers. 
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Aquafresh Triple Protection 

2001 Vintage 

This underdog toothpaste stood 
out in more ways than just brand name 
or aged vintage. The old-school 
rigid tube package with push-but
ton dispenser and triple-colored 
paste gave an impressive first im
pression of this unusual contender. 

Unfortunately, beyond appear
ances this toothpaste left much to be 
desired. Perhaps it was over-aged 
as toothpastes go, but it resembled 

something of plumber's caulk 
in terms of texture and flavor. 

The aroma was at best a stale minty 
one, which, though mild, was still 
pleasing to the nose. The flavor was 
not as nicely pepperminted unfor
tunately, and leaves you wondering 
whether the tube belongs beside the 
sink or under it. Overall, the entire 
experience is lacking, at best. 

Colgate Tartar Control Plus 
Whitening 
2003 Vintage 

This toothpaste promises whiten
ing "with a bold blast of cinnamon," 
and the package alone sets high ex
pectations. Wordlessly it seems to say, 
"Taste me. Let me cleanse your teeth 
and caress your palate." 

While it tasted and smelled strong
ly of cinnamon, it was remarkably mild 
for such a strong initial statement. 
Opening the cap, the cinnamon was 

unexpectedly gentle, almost cuddli"ng 
the nose with a warm, spicy aroma. 

Surprisingly, the taste of the cin
namon was pleasantly light, un
expectedly nuanced and still very 
minty. If not for the visible cinnamon 
sparkles in the bright red paste that 
gave it an oddly grainy texture, this 
might have been the perfect alter
native toothpaste to standard mint. 

Crest Whitening Expressions: 
Cinnamon Rush 

2003 Vintage 

This toothpaste promises whiten
ing "with a bold blast of cinnamon," 
and the package alone sets high ex
pectations. Wordlessly it seems to say, 
"Taste me. Let me cleanse your teeth 
and caress your palate." 

While it tasted and smelled strong
ly of cinnamon, it was remarkably mild 
for such a strong initial statement. 
Openi.ng the cap, the cinnamon was 

unexpectedly gentle, almost cuddling 
the nose with a warm, spicy aroma. 

Surprisingly, the taste of the cin
namon was pleasantly light, un
expectedly nuanced and still very 
minty. If not for the visible cinnamon 
sparkles in the bright red paste that 
gave it an oddly grainy texture, this 
might have been the perfect alter
native toothpaste to standard mint. 

Editors Pick 
TheCrestWhiteningExpressionswasaboveandbeyondthestarcontenderinoursample. 

CresthasfartogotowardsColgate'sperformanceinmodernpackagingconventions,butthey 
have taken bold strides in revolutionizing the toothpaste industry's mint-flavor alternatives. 

In both taste selection and presentation, Crest takes the winning combina
tion of fluoride and whitening agents and finds a winner. These toothpaste ex
perts look forward to what Crest's Expressions team rolls out with in years to come. 

Results: 
1. Crest Whitening Expressions: 
Cinnamon Rush 

.. Colgate Total Whitening Gel 

. Crest Whitening Ph,ts Scope 
4. Colgate Tarter Control Pkus 

4itening 
5. Aquafresh Triple Protection 
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Ebay violates own company Harriet Miers Chosen on Right Hand Rul 
policy on selling soul 

Ebay has, proverbially, sold out 
to the man - auction style! The 
company, apparently in financial 
troubles, decided to violate its 
own policy on selling intangible 
objects like its soul, which was _ 
put up for auction last Wednes
day. 

The price shot up to a few ' 
grand after several houis but 
wouldn't cross the $50,000 mark. 
However a bidding war between 
Jesus, Bill Gates and Martha 
Stewart raised the price to "bibli
cal" proportions. 

Other companies are look-
ing to sell out as well given the 
amazing response to Ebay's offer. 
Priceline has offered itself up for 
sale but mental images of buy
ing William Shatner have kept 
prices low. 

Martha Stewart recently 
completed a sale ofherselfbut is 
now in legal troubles as a woman 
known only as Bubba claims she 
took ownership ofMartha in jail. 

How far will this trend take 
the corporate world? If current 
statistics persist, the corporate 
world could soon be a soulless 
wasteland. Oh wait ... 

Stories left unfinished after 
Civilization IV release 

No, really. I'm serious ... 

by Scooter Libby 
thisainttrue@utdallas.edu 

President Bush's Supreme 
Court nominee Harriet Miers 
has just been pulled, and the 
reasons are just starting to come 
out. For the last month she 
had been under intense inves
tigation and questioning by 
Congress, reporters and the 
general public. While her past 
is unclear at best, one thing is 
known: the selection process. 

When insiders informed 
Bush to select a justice on the 
premise of the right hand rule, 
Bush misunderestimated the 
meaning of the phrase, not re
alizing Cheney had meant to 
choose a nominee on the basis 
of loyalty to Conservative val
ues. Instead Bush, using his as
tute physics knowledge, assumed 
that the candidates would need 
to determine the appropriate di
rection of a magnetic field given 
a current. 

"I thought that maybe Dick 

me to 
makes sure 
that the candi-
dates understood the 
true force behind the Consti
tution,"~e chuckled. "You know, 
like how it can be a current doc
ument while still being old." 

The interview process be
gan seriously, but. lost all grav-

ity when 
Bu_sh then 

gave the can
didate a rolled

up copy of the 
Constitution and asked them 

to hold it. 
Miers laid her palm flat,' ac

cepted the parchment, and then 
rolled her fingers around it, leav
ing the thumb pointing out. 

Bush was thoroughly 
pressed. "I was imrnedi 
drawn to her," Bush rernem 
"She nailed the test; but she 
had this magnetic person · 

Electrified at the 
Bush quickly notified Cq 
whose heart acceleratJ 
such a rate that he has 
taken to an undisclosed 
tion. 

The magnitude of the 
sion has caused quite a 
amongst all political foll 

While Bush is confident 
capacity to serve, the resis 
within the party is still 
large. 

"Ohms my gosh!" was 
Majority Leader Bill Frist's 
comment. 

Bush denied the fact 
Miers' claim he was the 
brilliant man she had eve 
had anything to do with 
lection. 

"I mean, it's not the first 
I've heard that," Bush no 
say it all the time." 

UTD Police: It ain't mobile anymore 
by Sgt. Pepper 

lonelyheart@utdalhls,edu 

Drive A -- Officer Dunkin scored a large 
victory for the UTD police, when he man-

aged to write a ticket of a lifetime. Dunkin 
personally flipped on the siren that stopped 
the UTD Mobile Unit dead in its tracks. 

"I was sitting in the shade under the 
Conference Center overhang and I heard 
this ruckus from a distance.," Dunkin recalls. 

"I perked up from my nap, and I saw 
blur rushing towards me." 

Although sweating profusely, D 
managed to hold the radar gun steady 
It clocked 23 mph. "I knew I had do 
it!" he exclaimed. The chase lasted 12 
seconds, just long enough for the Mo 
Unit to slow to a stop. 

Dunkin swaggered up to the true 
pen in hand. He tapped the glass, an 
slowly rolled down. 

"Dunkin! You incompetent swine! 
What in Temoc's Name are you doin 
officer Elibom screamed. 

And with a smirk, Dunkin replied, 
"Just my duty sir,; just doing my job_' 
The over-excessive fine threw the bu~ 
get into the red, and so to cut costs, th 
Mobile Unit has been grounded. 

As punishment, all of Dunkin's 
donuts will be stripped of their filling 

I 
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On the Origin of Women. I I 

by Ben Dower 
biser.benjamin@gmail.com 

There is one common misconception in 
both the scientific and religious communi
ties that for many years now has gone un
questioned. For the last few decades it has 
been propagated that women existed before 
the twentieth century. This is clearly the big
gest historical error in human history, for it 
simply isn't true. If carefully examined, the 
evidence clearly shows that the female gen
der did not come into being until approxi
mately 1900. 

The scientific community had long held 
that human beings further the species by a 
consummation of males and females to p~o
duce offspring. Modern biology cites meiosis 
and genetics to support their claims, and in
deed, this is an undeniable fact. What is less 
supportable is the claim that this has always 
been the case. · 

Indeed, without modern technology to 
support their claims, data from before the 
current era is unreliable at best. It seems 
equally likely that some alternate method of 
reproduction was used. The absence of sex in 
the news and literature before the modern 
era bears a stark contrast to today's media. 
Some claim that this was the changing level 
of cultural norms and taboo, but these are 
sketchy. 

Apparently there are no witnesses to 
anything that happened more than approxi

. mately a century ago. Written testimony has 
been collected that does refer to members of 
the female gender, but modern linguists show 

that there are numerous translation difficul
ties . And how can we trust anyone who isn't 
alive to undergo examination? One must ad
mit it is very convenient that the authors of 
these works are no longer with us. The picto
rial evidence used to support the existence 
of woman is equally unreliable. Very few 
photos ofwomen exist before 1850 and even 
those are untrustworthy. In our modern age 
it is easy to doctor photos with virtually any 
household computer. How can these illustra
tions of women be trusted when forgeries are 
so easy to create? 

But what evidence is there to support that 
woman didn't exist? For starters, there is the 
mysterious lack of women in most history 
textbooks. 90% of the material focuses on 
men- men making discoveries, men fight
ing wars, men trading man-made stuff for 
other man-made stuff, and generally making 
a great mess of things. Where are all these 
"women?" If they were present, there must 
be some reference to them. But no, all the 
textual evidence was clearly added in to later 
editions to support the misconception that 
had already permeated our society. In fact, if 
one is to go back to earlier editions made be
fore the 1950s, there are less and less women 
the earlier one looks. The answer for this is 
simple- feminists made us add women in. 
During the 1960s women, indignant at their 
nonexistence before this century, forced the 
male dominated publishing companies to 
add in their gender. In fact, some male mon
archs were changed into "O!!eens" specifi
cally to avoid controversy. 

If that isn't enough, one need but look at 
the language. FireMAN. MailMAN. Clear-

just flip through the pages of the Bible. 
How many women do you find? Twenty at 
the most out of literally hundreds, perhaps 
thousands of names. Most of the exceptions 
can be disproved through new translations. 
However I will briefly mention the most fa
mous example. Recent archaeologists have 
discovered earlier editions of the Old Testa
ment somewhere in the Middle East, prob
ably buried under a lot of sand or something. 
Our literary experts have found that part of 
Eve's name must have been worn off over 
time. The first two people on Earth were not 
Adam and Eve as previously supposed, but 
rather Adam and Steve. 

In conclusion, despite popular belief, 
there were no women before approximately 
1900. At the turn of the century women be-. 
gan appearing, in small numbers at first then 
in greater numbers. During World War One, 
they appeared in factories to take the place 

1563 woodcut complimentary of googfe images of the men who had gone off to war. Shortly 

"Queen" Elizabeth is the poster boy th~reafter, they wrote a lot of literature, and 
gamed the vote. 1l1roughout the next few 

for the existence of her gender in the decades they struggled for more acceptance 
1700s. But just look at this portrait. from the men who still weren't entirely sure 
I mean come on. Come on! about their role, or indeed, what they were. 

ly at the time English was created, women 
could not have walked the earth; else these 
words would not exist. And as we all know, 
language existed before 1900. 

The plethora of evidence given thus far 
should be enough to persuade all the ratio
nal readers but what about all those religious 
people who remain unconvinced? 

You need not look any farther than the 
scriptures to show the absence of women-

Men and women first discovered sexual re
production in the mid forties, which explains 
the "Baby Boom" that occurred shortly 
thereafter. The revisionist history process be
gan during the late fifties and continues on 
today. Hopefully through hard work, more 
evidence will be uncovered and the truth will 
be revealed. Until then, many questions re
main unanswered. \Ale can only speculate as 
to how women got here, but perhaps a better 
question might not be how, but why' 

Don't like what we write? Like telling funny stories? All Student Submissions accepted but not considered . 

dictated but not read 
Email: amodestproposal@gmail.com with story ideas 

The Chronicle is Brought to You by: 
Benedict V oit 

The Flying Spaghetti-Monster 
Jonathan Lane 

Liam Skoyles 
Ben Dower 

Jack Love, Ph.D. 
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Are colleae 
students too 
old to trick· 
or-treat1 

~~Free candy should never 
go out of style." 

-April Souhrada, Junior 
Accounting and Finance 

" HAVE YOU EVER TRIED 

TRICK·OR·TREATING AT 19? 
THE COPS DON'T LIKE IT." 

·DAVID ALBECHT, JUNIOR BUSINESS 

"Yes:' 
- Graham Mills, Sophomore Physics 

"No way! Free candy and dr~ssing 
up ..• rn be doing that until rm 85!' 

-Richard Thomas, Sophomore 
Business and Finance 
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Smokin the Bluegrass Bluegrass Festival 

Writer finds a grotto of talent in Garland 

by Art Zachary 
artzacharr@lgm;li.l.corn 

.turday Nights on the Square. 
It is quite an uncommon occurrence, 

ren the climate of modern music and 

f.

t it takes to make it big, for one to 
e across a single talent in the field 

music that is truly remarkable. I have 
md this talent, and it meets every Sat
lay night, barring cold or otherwise in
rent weather, in downtown Garland, 
the square. 
From sundown until fatigue, thirst or 

~
ger forces the last man to quit, there 
rs a gathering of local and outlying 
viduals into this small city provided 

iudo stage upon which some incredibly 
pressive music is performed; bluegrass 
1sic that is. 
Banjos, mandolins, guitars and even 
t\V upright bass and fiddle mUSICians 
te out to show off their talents. A hand-
1of those in attendance can lay claim to 
rofessional bluegrass career, several have 
~ed shows at local venues, and almost 
:rybody has a story about the last time 
~jammed down in Nashville. 

From high school senior to senior citi-
zen, the proverbial gamut is run, 

for bluegrass as a genre, 
does not discriminate on 

the basis of age. Whether 
one has been strumming on a guitar for 

the better part of a century, or just picked 
up a banjo for the first time six months 
ago, he is welcome. 

It helps to be familiar with the music 
but this is far from a requirement. Much 
of the crowd comes packing lawn chairs 
and a few cans of soda to settle in for the 
free live music; they clap along, request 
songs, and give feedback to the musicians, 
who enjoy the spotlight. 1he meeting 
is informal, and there are usually several 
groups going at once; there is no set for
mula dictating what it takes to put down 
a solid tune. 

Usually people float around the greater 
crowd until they find a niche or a good sol
id mix among other musicians. Somebody 
suggests a song, and they start to play. The 
general makeup of a jam like this allows 
for several repetitions of the melody, with 
singing when appropriate, and individual 
breaks, or solos, given to each musician to 
show off his goods. 

This follows for a few songs, until what 
was a solid. bluegrass ensemble dissolves 
into smaller groups as musicians break 
for cigarettes, or to discuss instruments, 
recent shows, touring experiences, or 
moonshine, (apparently best served clear, 
mixed with warm water, and from Ken
tucky) or where to go for the after hours. 

Fretting and Frailing 
with the Pros. 

F;r an aspir
ing banjo player, to 
experience a de
veloped bluegrass 
community is akin to 
some sort of musical 
epiphany: understand
ing the road ahead, and 
the spoils of this war you are wag
ing against conventional hand eye 
coordination, blisters, and broken 
strings, is quite illuminating. 

To be able to wander up to a 
group of perfect strangers with 
nothing but my instrument, am
bition, and the shaky knowledge of 
a handful of songs and be accepted 
is quite an experience. So what if 
I could only get through three 
measures of "Red River Val
ley" without losing the rhythm 
and forgetting the melody com
pletely. 

The older guys seemed impressed 
at my attempt, and commented on the 
scarcity of practitioners of the "}"'railing" 
technique, an older banjo style wherein 
the middle finger and thumb are used to 
pick down, (as opposed to the three finger 
up-picking Skruggs style most are familiar 
with) which I fear I misrepresented as my 
nerves got the better of me. 

Luckily enough, the others were able to 
carefully pick up the tune that I not only 
dropped, but shattered into several jag-

Garland Square Pickers 
bluegrass organization 

Garland Square near 521 
W. State Street 

April- Oct. Saturdays after 
sundown 

Musical camaraderie 

gcJ piece,;, and 
put 1t hark togctl,cr 

with 'lll'f','"d precis ion, Ln 
ing down some really alllJJ.ing breaks rlw 
put me to romplc tc sh:'llH:. I cxpcriemcd 
rny Ji rs t public mm ical failure , and wha t a 

fai lure at tha t, and li,:cd to tel l th e talc. 
Every true rnu:; i.cian has a similar s tory, 

an d ] feel luckv that 111inc oc, urrcd in the 
presence of such talcntL:d musicians. ft 
also did not hurt that 1 e;ot a free lcssn:; 
and stole a few short banjo li cks in rhc 

process. 

AMP NEEDS YOU! No, the guy behind you ... Yes you! 

We need your stories, your opinions, even your 
most blatant lies! Send us anything (mostly 
legal and somewhat appropriate): 

amodestproposal@gmail.com 
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Sudoku Puzzlers 
Sudoku, sometimes spelled Su Doku, is a place
ment puzzle, also known as Number Place in the 
United States.1he aim of the puzzle is to enter a 
numeral from 1 through 9 in each cell of a grid, 
most frequently a 9x9 grid made up of 3x3 sub
grids (called "regions"), starting with various nu
merals given in some cells (the "givens"). Each row, 
column and region must contain only one instance 
of each numeral. Completing the puzzle requires 
patience and logical ability. Its grid layout is remi
niscent of other newspaper puzzles like crosswords 
and chess problems. Sudoku initially became pop
ular in Japan in 1986 and attained international 
popularity in 2005. 

background from 
http://www.brainypuzzle.com/ 
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puzzles and instructions from 
http://www.sudokusolver. co. uklindex.htm/ 

The puzzle is _a 9x9 grid made up of 3x3 regions. Some cells already contain numbers, known as "givens". The goal is to fill in the empty 
cells, one number in each, so that each column, row, and region contains the numbers 1-9 exactly once. Each number in the solution 
therefore occurs only once in each of three "directions", hence the "single numbers" implied by the puzzle's name. 

100000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 

ACROSS 
1. Stoker of Dracula fame 
5. Kind of hanger 
10. Early man or apple 
14. Lessen, as tensions 
15. Remove a bolt 
16. Floor cov. 
17. How a lit. major takes an inverse sine? 
18.Drum 
19. Pea or finger exercise 
20. Picture perfecter from 22 across? 
22. Puzzle's theme 
24. Mordent that bridges F# 
26. High octive trill 
27. Subject pronoun 
29. With consideration 
35. Grammar assoc. 
36. Oregon mountain or ghetto 
37. Succumb 
38. Fabricator 
39. Gold in Granada 
40. Pitfall 
41. Shelters 
42. Make a web entry 
43. Decay 
44. DART transportation 
46. Natural 
47. Object pronoun 
48. Before 
50.1hey are usually of the Java variety 
54. 'D1e rest 
59. VVander ~ 

60. VVaterholes 
64. God in 66 across 
65. 6.022 x 10 "23 particles 
66. Kind of mythology 

by Walter Voit 
67. Flat hollow unleavened bread 
68. Kind of machine 
69. Plays 
70. Fitting last answer? 

DOWN 
1. Annoying noise 
2. Indian princess 
3. Specific circuit like those in mother
boards or PDAs 
4. Verde 
5. Maverick Mark or immigrant 
6. Undefined natural log 
7. Batuta: Muslim traveler 
8. Bundle of sticks 
9.Leap-_ 
10. Too 
11. Dent 
12. retentive 
13. Wallow in misery 
21. View 
23. Condition, in a bit? 
25. 22 across's effort to organize 
research 
26. 22 across's effort to sell goods 
27. Colloquialism 
28. Stringent 
30. Letters between C&T to make a 
feline and a Richardson road (3 wds.) 
31. Extremist 
32. Long jeweled scarf worn by an 
emperor 
33. Metric to get into Yale, Harvard and 
Stanford 
34. Affirmative 
35. Kind ofiPod 

38. Tiny (abbr.) as in a John 
42. Frenchies from Brittany 
45. Article 
46. Smart 
49. English war of ascension flowers 
50. Equips 
51. 16-ball sport 
52. Alto 

53 . h-e-__ : ensures biker safe ty 
55.Jumps 
56. Correct 
57. The Wind Waker's postman 
58. Ginger _ 
61. "Fine with me" 
62. Lanka 
63. Most suffix 
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Taking over the world, and all your free time, just got better 

by Richard Badget 
mrmuppy2(t!lyahoo.com 

recently purchased my copy of Sid 
Meier's Civilization IV (Well, that's not 
entirely accurate, I recently acquired the 
game, but anticipation of its release drove 
me to pre-order it months ago.), the latest 
installment in a storied franchise which 
has produced 5 games, 13 expansions, and 
sold over 11 million copies, and all I can 
say is Wow. 

This game delivers on every level with 
engaging game play, beautiful graphics, 
and dozens of new features which all im
prove on previous versions of the game 
resulting in the most epic, engrossing, and 
addictive game I've ever played. 

The most important thing to under
stand about Civ IV is that it fundamen
tally reinvents virtually every aspect of 
the game. Veterans can rest assured that 
all of the basic concepts will still be here, 
although many will be overhauled to give 
them new life, but the major difference 
between this and other Civs is the almost 
total elimination of the obnoxious and an
noying elements of previous incarnations 
of the franchise. 

The tech tree has become far more 
fluid, and no two games will follow the 
same tech development; civil disorder has 
been replaced by a much simpler system 
in which angry workers simply don't work 
but the rest of the city remains produc
tive; culture is still present, but greatly 
expanded upon offering dozens of differ
ent avenues to explore and expand on the 
idea; and, my personal favorite, pollution 
has been eliminated and replaced with a 

dynamic health system meaning no more 
stacks of workers playing whackamole 
later in the game. 

Had the production team done noth
ing but eliminate the old annoyances, 
this game would've been a solid play. But 
instead of simply removing the more ob
noxious elements of play the designers 
completely redesigned them into fun, en
gaging game concepts offering the player 
interesting decisions. 

Of all the changes to Civilization this 
time around, though (and there are just 
so many) two of the biggest are the new 
graphics and the introduction of "civics." 
The graphics utilize the engine developed 
for Sid Meier's "Pirates!" and the game is 
simply beautiful. Waves lap against the 
shore, water flows through the rivers, birds 
fly up when your units enter a forest tile, 
and the units themselves are incredibly 
vibrant. Watching spearmen jab at the 
enemy's chariots is just downright fun. 

Civics. Wow ... where to begin? Basi
cally the civics system replaces the old 
concept of static governments which al
lowed the user some degree of customiza
tion in the management of their empire. 
Now there are several different categories 
including government, religion, economy, 
legal, and labor. Each of these has 6 differ
ent available civics. For instance in labor 
one could employ slavery to speed pro
duction or grant emancipation to increase 
scientific output. Religion was listed as a 
civics choice. There are now 7 religions 
available, each becoming available through 
technological research. The first to dis
cover a religious technology "founds" that 
religion, and a city in their empire will be
come the holy city for that religion. 

Religions will spread over time on their 
own, but the game introduces several in
centives to spread your state religion and 
allows you to do so through the introduc
tion of missionary units. The religions 
themselves are all the same in terms of 
actual gameplay, but the various religious 

civics, such as theocracy and paganism, all 
represent unique paths for a civilization's 
government to pursue. 

So the graphics and civics are two of 
the most important changes to the game, 
but now it's time to talk about THE most 
important - the new interface. 

A game of Civilization IV only takes 
about 8 hours to play from start to finish. 
Veterans of the series, myself included, 
were extremely chagrined at this news, 
since a major lure of the game is the epic 
scale. A typical game on a standard map in 
Civilization III could take upwards of 30 
hours to play from beginning to end. But 
don't worry. 

About 20% of the reduction in game 
time comes from the removal of annoy
ances such as civil disorder and pollution, 
but the remaining 80% comes from the 
ease with which your empire can be run 
via the new interface. Simply put things 
are 3 times easier to do now, resulting in a 
game 1/3 as long as its predecessors. 

Everything: city production, research 

goals, foreign trade, absolutely every single 
command you could possibly need to issue 
in a game of Civ can be done from the 
main screen. 

Everything is clearly labeled. You can 
mouse over a city to see what it's produc
ing, how long it will take to fini sh, how 
much gold, producti on, and food it's 
producing, how soon it will grow, and of 
course, how much culture it's producing. 

Every single piece of relevant informa
tion is instantly accessible without getting 
bogged down in menus. J can't explain how 
much more fun thi s makes the gam e, and 
how much more accessible it has made the 
franchise to new players. 

1his game is intuitive and simple, ye t 
engaging and deep, giving the player al
most limitless choices about what to do, 
while making implementation of those 
choices easy to accompli sh. This is un
questionably the best game in the C iv 
franchise, and I think you' ll find very little 
argument that it is the greatest strategy 
game of all time. 
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Go 
Web 

by Liam Skoyles 
li <Un<?i';koylcs.com 

You knew it was coming; thi s month 
we finally gave in . Yes, we refrained for as 
long as possible, but this month the tech
nical spotlight falls to one of the greatest 
success stories of our time if not aU time: 
Coogle. 

ll1e internet was born, boomed and 
busted al l in a relatively short time. Like 
a colossal tower of Babel, the internet was 
hailed as the future and too quickly sped 
away from the past. Most experts attribute 
the internet implosion of the late nineties 
to the internet being simply too compli
cated for the average person to use. 

Complicated web term inology and 
polysyllabic words made the internet a 
scary place for an uninitiated teenager, 
relatively well versed in modern technol
ogy, let alone the seventy-year old gran ny 
types. 

Companies like Yahoo took it upon 
themselves to create an easier web, but 
rather than relying on other companies, 
Yahoo tried to combine all the func tional
ity of the internet in one place. This overly 
stretched the resources of the relatively 
innovative web giant and forced it to lack 

WEB Images Groups News 
T\1 

Froogle Local New! 

ITemoc 

specialization and the technological ad
vances that come with it. 

Enter Coogle. Just once glance at the 
homepage (www.google.com) and it's easy 
to see that Coogle is an entirely different 
kind of website. No flashy ads, no annoy
ing pop-ups, just pure functionality. 

Coogle revolutionized the internet 
busi ness by taking a simple action and 
simplifYing it, then simplifYing that so
lution, and then making the whole thing 
cheaper. 

Coogle made waves with its "I'm feel
ing lucky" button which sends the most 
adventurous of web-searchers to whatever 
result Coogle sees as most relevant to the 
query. Simple advances made searching 
with Coogle quicker, easier and just more 
fun than with previous engines. 

Coogle entered the game not only with 
a novel "out of the box" approach to prob
lem solving; it also had a few seriously 
smart guys in tow. Meeting at Stanford 
University, Larry Page and Sergey Brin set 
out to create a different kind of internet 
company that emphasized cooperation 
and communal knowledge. 

Novel ideas and a free spirit pervaded 
the early Coogle workforce. Shunning 
traditionally boxed and private workspac
es, C oogle created an open environment of 
movable desks, no cubical walls and-get 
this- giant brightly colored Pilates balls 
instead of desk chairs. 

Coogle searched . . . and found the most 
convenient and economically viable solu
tions to challenges other search companies 

I Search I 

Results 1 - 10 of about 31,500 for Temoc. (0.25 se~onds) 

modest opinions 

What's your favorite feature of Google? 

Science. 
You can search for 

papers and publica
tions. 

Saurabh 
Mendiratta 

Third Year PhD 
Molecular Cell 

Biology 

Searching. You can 
use syntax to get 

anything you want. 

Deepak Gajender 
Second Year 

Masters 
Computer Science 

didn't even know they faced. For example 
C oogle is said to have hard drives attached 
to plywood planks with Velcro for easy re
moval and replacement. A founding belief 
of Coogle is to use low end technology in 
a highly distributed network. 

This means that instead of one super
powerful computer running Coogle, sev
eral hundred relatively puny computers 
run it. This layout creates an incredibly 
stable format: if 20 computers crash at 
once another 20 cheap computers can be 
rushed in to replace them with relatively 
little decrease in overall performance. 

This highly energetic and creative en-

The image search 
feature. It's good for 
presentations. 

Tong Tech 
Freshman 
Undeclared 

Google Earth. It's 
fun to play with. 

Ryan Carey 
Freshman 
Electrical Engineering 

Quotes compiled by Benedict Voit 

vironment is evident on Coogle's employ
ment page, boasting of an on-site mas
seuse, weekly roller-hockey games in the 
parking lot, free lunches ("healthy, yummy, 
and made with love"), and enough mon
etary benefits to make even Bob Dole 
smile. 

With a determined drive to get the 
best of the best to come work for Coogle, 
it's appropriate to expect Coogle to be re
defining the rules of the internet search 
game for many years to come, and hey ... 
even M icrosoft couldn't buy its way into 
the dictionary! 
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.G:_oQgk .l\lh!ps :_Str~et 1"-evel 
Coogle finally realized the dreams of so many other companies' attempts at mapping. Coogle ironed out all of the kinks 
of the older mapping systems: gone are the days of waiting for Yahoo to load another two inches of questionably correct 
maps. Welcome seamless, real-time scrolling maps with convenient directions and a super-speed searching system. 
maps.google.com/- 21k- Oct 28,2005- Cached- Similar Pages 

Google Images 
We at AMP of all people should know how glorious images.google.com is. Just a quick flip through our pages will show 
the incredible variety of useful images that are just a few tenths of a second away on Coogle Images. On the dark side, 
Coogle is so powerful it often ends up displaying images that people don't want seen or don't want to see, but with ever
increasingly powerful filters, Coogle images will soon be airtight. 
images.google.com/ - 31k- Oct 28,2005- Cached- Similar Pages 

.Googk Scholar 
Gone are the days when professors can jokingly tell their students that Coogle searching is not a viable form of research 
for papers . With Coogle Scholar, only peer-reviewed scientific journal articles are scoured for the query. Valid, insight
ful, and-most of all-well-cited articles about every scholarly topic imaginable are the next great assault on the hal
lowed halls of the dusty college library. 
scholar.google.com/ - 8k - Oct 28, 2005 - Cached - Similar Pages 

Google Print 
Five years ago people would have joked about computers really replacing print, but if you can laugh about it not being 
possible, Coogle can do it. Coogle has set out to digitize every book on the planet; if you haven't fallen out of your chair 
by now, you're dead. Mter a few issues with copyright infringement, this service, now in beta, could revolutionize the 
world as we know it. As if that's something new for Coogle. 
print.google.com/- 3k- Oct 28, 2005 - Cached - Similar Pages 

Google 1-faps: Satellite Images 
If you haven't been to maps.google.com recently to check out what your house looks like from outer-space, you haven't 
lived. Mter that, maybe you would like to check out New York, Washington DC, even the Pentagon. The US not your 
thing? Well, just scroll on over to other nations for an absolutely mind-blowing top-down view of the world, from the 
Pyramids of Giza to the Great Wall of China and maybe for a short trip into Pyongyang, North Korea, the heart of 
Baghdad, or even the Moon! Coogle Maps, hats off to you. 
maps.google.com/ - 21k- Oct 28,2005- Cached- Similar Pages 

Google Compute 
Feeling excessively humanitarian lately? How about donating something other than money, time, food, or any other of 
those worldly goods we love so much. With Coogle Compute it's easy to donate the idle process of your computer to 
acts of scientific research. Popularized by the Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence (SETI) the idea of thousands of 
personal computers donating a few clock cycles for science is getting the Coogle thumbs up. 
toolbar.google.com/dc/offerdc.html- 5k- Cached- Similar pages 

Go 00 
Result Page: Next 

Sponsored Links 

1.:\J\:JQd~§J ... PrQpQ§g} 
Put your thoughts down and email 
them to AMP to become a writer. All 
submissions considered. 

amodestproposal@gmail.com 

Intramural Sports 
Test your skills against the rest of 
campus in glorious athletic competi
tion. Sign up your team today' 

www.utdallas.edu/recsports 

.C.orn~1_Crush 
Support our athletic teams. Become 
a member of the student support 
organization today. 

cometsports.utdallas.edu 

1\lleteor Iheater 
Support campus life and watch some 
pretty cool movies. Look for movie 
postings around campus. Showtimes: 
Thursdays and Fridays on the first 
floor of the M cDermott Library. 

meteortheater@yahoo.com 

lbe~1ercury 
Fresh news every two weeks. The 
UTD Mercury is the place for cam
pus news and events. Always look
ing for reporters, photographers and 
designers. 

www. utdmercury.com 
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for coDlDlon sense 
How the media is writing itself off 

by Benedict Voit 
bcrJC(iict. vni t(a><;,rudcn t.utcbllas.t~du 

I lave you ever gone car shopping on a 
lot with that really sleazy car-salesman:> 
Many have, or understand the experience, 
because references like this are common 
place in »Oc iety. And we all know that he' ll 
'trctch the truth about products and prices 
to lu n: you to buy the car that was made 
ftlr you. J ,o-aml-behold, there is one left 
on the lor. 

And when you realize he's been lying to 
you (if you eve r wait that long), even if you 
liked the car all along, you'll really have 
second doubts about it, and will probably 
end up buying the car down the street. If 
for no other reaso n, than for reasons of 
principle. For a hard core example of slea
ziness, look at today's mainstream media. 

1he mainstream media has made it 
clear that th e death toll in Iraq has now 
topped 2,000, which, rightly so, is horrible 
news; 2,000 brave soldiers have been de
nied the rest of th eir life, and their families 
and fri ends here at home will never have a 
chance to live it with them. But somehow, 
2,000 for the media is just a number, one 
that they arbitrari ly decided was impor
tant, and which demeans the true value 
for which it ac tually holds. 

In reality, every death is one roo many. 
But somehow round numbers are easier 
to grasp. lne media decided that 2,000 
deaths would mean something drastically 
difFerent than ] ,999 or 2,001. While the 
media may ask who was the 2,000'h, why 
haven't they been asking for every soldi er 
all <llong? 

ln fact, one report labeled the event as 
a milestone in the war. But what is even 
more sickening is that there were those 

image courtesy of Google Images 

who were actually waiting. 
Cindy Sheehan seems to have been 

planning her move for sometime now, 
claiming that she will tie herself to the 
White House fence and demand that the 
soldiers are brought home. It's good to 
know that she cares enough about the sol
diers that she anticipated 2,000 of them to 
die so that she could make such assertions. 
She is not alone. Vigils around the coun
try were quickly up and running. There is 
almost a morbid irony that citizens would 
plan ahead for such an event. 

Expect these vigils to get coverage 
from the press, but if by some misfortune, 
another soldier is killed during then, don't 
expect the same response. That soldier 
would be 2,001: so not-as-important, be
cause the death did not relate to a round 
number. 

All of which brings me to my point. 
By desperately trying to insult the current 

"This baby here gets 200 
MPGs ... for under $1.5,000. 
Trust me; I'm in the business" 

administration, the media is only building 
up its support. There are plenty of peo
ple who disagree with the President and 
his decisions, and if given a wide variety 
of choices, would probably not go along 
with him. However, the media being such 
a separatist, has wagered a bet that if they 
present either a fanatical Bush side, or their 
policy, that citizens would fo llow them. 
Their only mistake is they are more radical 
than the "Bush side" they are fighting. 

Look for example at the USA Today 
from October 26, 2005, and the article 
about Secretary of State Condoleezza 
Rice. The picture that ran with the story 
had highlighted her eyes to such an extent 
that she looked fierce, even devilish. When 
it was determined that the paper had got
ten this effect by creatively editing the pic
ture, the paper quickly offered an apology; 
but in their statement they argued that the 
pictures they run " .. . are routinely cropped 

'' Milestones 
generally indicate 
progress, and it's 
sickening to believe 
that the media would 
wish to relate a certain 
number of deaths to 
something that has 
been waited for. 

'' 
for size and adjusted for brightness and 
sharpness ·to optimize their appearance." 
I'm not sure who on staff was trying to ad
just the picture brightness, but they obvi
ously failed to get any part of th~ picture 
but the eyes. An overlook, I'm sure. 

These kinds of reports and small flubs, 
besides demeaning the covered parties, are 
hurting the media's case. If they were truly 
interested in bringing reform to Washing
ton, then they would start reporting the 
truth . 1l1e American public, despite the 
media's reports, are actually smart enough 
to determine the difference between over
all good and bad policy. If Bush were truly 
doing as bad as the media claims he is, 
then why not simply report the facts, and 
let the readers take in this knowledge and 
pass their own judgment? 

If they did that, they would be acknowl
edging that the public is actually smart 
enough to do so, something they refuse to 
do after a majority voted for Bush in 2004. 
So they continue to put negative spins on 
the news, and they even go so far as to alter 
pictures to further insult the "enemy." But 
they still fail to understand that as they try 
harder and harder to defame Bush, they 
will continue to harm themselves, only 
building up the exact support they set out 
to erode. 



l 
by Clarisse Profilet 

clarisse.profilct@student.utdallas.edu 

!ditor's Note: This story is reprinted from The Nation, 
e Miss Prcjilet is currently interning in T#lshington, 

n influx of college conservatives gives the 
Iraq War a bright, enthusiastic branch of 
supporters, but will these up-and-coming 

awks fight the war they so adamantly sup
)Doubtful. 
e cheeky website buzzflash.com recently posted a 

·on calling for Jenna and Barbara Bush to serve in 
But the famously private Bush twins have never 
sed their views on the war; they may even be op
.So calling for them to serve might not be fair. But 
are young and prominent Bush-backers who de
to be targets of such a petition: The assorted lead

:/ the College Republicans and Young Americans 
'reedom (YAF) are cheerleaders for a war they are 
·ng to fight. 

· th YAF and College Republicans have staged 
demonstrations on college campuses across the 
. Prior to the invasion of Iraq, the College Re-
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oun 
Chicken hawks 

College Republicans and Young Americans for Freedom 
groups lose credibility by ignoring the calls for military 
service into the very war they're supporting. 

publican National Committee released a statement pro
claiming, "As our troops prepare for battle, the College 
Republican National Committee and its 100,000 mem
bers are prepared to show the world that the majority 
of students support the efforts of the president and our 
troops to liberate the people oflraq and to rid the world 
of this murderous dictator and his weapons of mas~ de
struction."The CRNC's website praises George W. Bush 
for "defending the peace by taking the fight to the ter
rorists." 

The even more zealous YAFers have made it clear that 
they not only support the war but are openly hostile to 
those who oppose it. Their rowdy prowar rallies have at
tracted plenty of press. In March 2003, CBS news re
ported on a YAF event held in Minnesota at which the 
chapter's executive director Chris Hill had strong words 
for antiwar activists: "The top of the antiwar movement 
is led by communists, and I will call them that," he said. 
"Unlike these communists, we have truth on our side ... . 
We say to those who oppose this war, Go to France." 
Hill's YAF chapter has also publicly denigrated anti
war demonstrators as "cowards." All of this raises the 
question: If opponents of the war should go to France, 
shouldn't Hill-and other members ofYAF and College 
Republicans-go to Iraq? In response to a query by The 
Nation about whether any leaders have volunteered to 
fight the war in Iraq, Shauna Moser, the chairman of 
Penn State YAF, said only that information on YAF of
ficials could be found with a simple "search in a search 
engine." 

Indeed, YAF chairman Erik Johnson, vice chairman 

Darren Marks and fourteen other national officials have 
posted brief autobiographies on YAF's website. Ac
cording to these bios, not one of them has served in the 
military or has any intention to do so in the future. YAF 
official Chris Hill told The Nation that he had been a 
member of his university's Navy ROTC program and 
the moderator of a blog where he offered advice to as
piring soldiers on how to obtain a military commiss ion. 
But he chose to seek a master's degree rather than join 
the armed forces. Asked about this decision, he said, 
"But I know people over there, and that 's a fact." Does 
it undermine his group's prowar position if all the YAF 
higher-ups are unwilling to participate directly in the 
war? "I don't think so," Hill replied. "You don't have to 
be involved in something to believe in it." 

And that appears to be the sentiment of the College 
Republicans' board members as well. None of them
the controversial chairman Paul Gourley and offi cers 
Jess Beeson, Nathaniel Harding, Britton Alexander, Dan 
Schuberth and Tom Robins- boast any military experi
ence. Their posted bios do not refer to any past, pres
ent or future military service, though they do describe in 
detail the postgraduate work and political aspirations of 
these young right-wingers. 

Conservative campus groups like YAF and College 
Republicans are growing in strength and numbers. And 
since the start of the Iraq War, these outfits have stood 
shoulder-to-shoulder with Bush to support the war, but 
they have not stood alongside the soldiers doing the ac
tual fighting and dying. They want someone else to do 
the hard work. 
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• ue rtces 
threaten airline survi 

by Chris Wahlen 
cwahlcn«.l>ut\bllas .edu 

Airline travel has always been relatively inexpensive 
- but cheap, casual airline travel (especially for low-in
come students) is about to become a thing of the past. 
U.S. Airways, D elta, Northwest, and United airlines, two 
of which are in the top four of the biggest airline carriers 
today, are now all operating in Chapter 11. 

While the airline industry has historically been a risky 
business venture, it is a warning sign when two of the top 
four airlines are at risk. Even American Airlines, one of 
the largest and most profitable companies in the past, has 
been bleeding away millions of dollars every quarter. 

In 1999, the price per gallon of fuel dipped below $1.00 
per gallon. Over the last 6 years, the price has steadily 
risen ever since. Today, it costs a relative fortune to fill up. 
But this cost is miniscule compared to the expenses of the 
airlines, which amounts to almost a quarter of their total 
operating costs. In the last 5 years the price of airline tick
ets has not increased to reflect that change. In many cases, 
the price of tickets has dropped due to low-cost airlines 
such as Southwest Airlines. 

Think about this: For every penny that the price of gas 
goes up, the annual operating cost of American Airlines 
increases by $33 million. American spent $917 million 
in fuel costs during 2004, a sharp increase compared to 
the $600 million cost in 2003. American, as well as other 
airlines, have made aggressive efforts to reduce other op
erating costs in light of the expense increases. 

In 2004, American Airlines convinced the FAA tore
duce the amount of reserve fuel airplanes are required to 

have by half American also stopped 
its "Extra Legroom" in coach. Other 

effects of budget cuts have been not 
so subtle. Countless people have been 

laid off, and many more have received 
large pay cuts. Many pilots for major 

carriers lost between 15 and 25 percent 
of their income since 2001, and expect to 

lose more in the future. Despite the efforts 
to save on operating costs, Airlines are still having trouble 
coping. 

American Airlines surprisingly made a profit the sec
ond quarter of 2004, but its third quarter losses easily 
overshadowed the measly $6 million 2"d-quarter profit. 
Most other major airlines also posted third quarter losses. 
Fourth quarter profits aren't looking so great, either: air-

' ' The bottom line is if gas 
prices continue the trend that they 
are, then airlines will collapse, with 
a huge economic impact as travel is 
stifled, and jobs are lost. Or ticket 
prices will soar, making it impracti
cal to travel except for the extremely 
wealthy. 

'' lines predict massive losses again, blaming fuel prices. The 
only airline consistently turning a profit is Southwestern, 
and that is mostly due to a fuel-price lock they obtained 
years ago. Their fuel-price lock won't last forever though, 
and you can expect Southwest's ticket prices to go up in 
the next few years. 

The four · 
erating in 
aren't looking 

either. An airline operating in Chapter 
small expense. Even though the airline may be p 
from creditors, if it does not become profitable, it 
shut down. The legal costs alone cost hundreds of 
of dollars. United has spent over $250 million · 
costs since it declared bankruptcy in 2002. There 
notion that the smaller major airlines should 
save on operating costs. 

Even if the airlines are merged, the problems 
persist. Merged airlines will have monopolistic 
over ticket prices, and will be able to prevent sm 
riers from existing by keeping them o~t of the m 
ports. 

Southwest Airlines already feels this pain, li 
its flights out of Love field due to the Wright 
ment. All the major carriers, of course, oppose S 
Airline's attempts to appeal this restriction. 
airline mergers, we could only expect to see more 
kinds of pressures against smaller competing airli 

The bottom line is if gas prices continue the tr 
they are, then there are no amount oflayoffs, pay 
reduction in flight benefits (remember when m 
served on your flight?) that will render an airlim 
able under current conditions. Airlines will colla 
a huge economic impact as travel is stifled, and· 
lost. Or ticket prices will soar, making it impra 
travel except for the extremely wealthy. 

Either way, it's a loss for the airline industry, a 
for you and me, the traveler. 

Aside from lowering gas prices, perhaps 
way to secure the future of air travel is to find 
tive sources of power for aircraft. Nuclear reactoo 
placed on aircraft for tests by the government 
cold war, and other companies have tried using 
as a source of power. Although neither of these 
are promising replacements for passenger plane~ 

be that research projects like them save the airlim 
try in the long term. 
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I want to 
ride n1y 

• 
e 

by Ben Dower 
kaiser.benjamin@gmail.com 

"You're not actually going to wear 
that .. . are you?" asked my roommate, as I 
made for the door. Embarrassed, I quickly 
returned my bicycle helmet to its aban
doned post in the closet. 

"Those things are so unnecessary," he 
said, "you're only going to bike for five 
minutes." This coming from a guy who 
has crashed his bike twice since arriving 
on campus. 

But it's true; there are plenty of reasons 
not to wear a helmet. It takes effort to re
member, to bring and wear, and to carry. 
Plus, lets face it: helmets aren't very stylish. 
So why would anyone go to that much ef
fort? 

According to the US Department of 
Transportation, there were 750 bicycling 
fatalities and 51,000 bicycling injuries re
sulting from traffic crashes in the United 
States in 1999. Furthermore, ninety-eight 
percent of bicyclists killed weren't wear
ing helmets. Though those numbers seem 
to decrease every year, there are plenty of 
risks of just biking around unhelmeted. 

I know several people, including my
self, that have gotten into bicycle "acci
dents" on campus. You wouldn't think it 
would be that hard, just avoid the cars and 
pedestrians. But drivers speed, run stop 
signs, and display a healthy contempt for 
those "motorcycle-wanna-bes" that expect 
them to slow down when passing. And 

Bicycle Helmet Survey 
Total Sample Size: 190 Rhet 1101 Students 
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pedestrians are just as bad, always walk
ing in side-by-side, stopping abruptly, 
and changing direction without warning. 
We've all heard about bad drivers, what 
about bad walkers? 

Not that all the blame can be put on 
everyone else; bikers have a nasty habit of 
going too fast in crowded areas and ex
pecting everyone else to surrender right
of-way. So ok, there is a certain amount of 
danger in not wearing a helmet. So why 
would people leave their heads unpro
tected? 

Intent of discovering the answer, I de-

15% never 77% 
,.,..,..,""··~-~going to he biking for 

9% 30 minutes 11% 
50o/o 

3 34% 
6 6% 

cided to do a survey of our student popula
tion and hear what everyone else thought. 
Thanks to the required Rhet 1101 classes, 
I was able to get a very broad sample of the 
student population as a whole. 

The date speaks for itself. Most people 
never wear helmets, even the campus uni
cycle rider. Half the respondents would 
never protect themselves even if they were 
to ride for over an hour. It's worth noting 
that many people wrote that they didn't 
want to mess up their hair under "other." 

I think there is a fine line between be
ing overly cautious and reckless. No one 

wants to end up like Ben Stiller's character 
from Along Came Polly, a risk estimate as
sessor that thinks that eating bar peanuts 
is living dangerously. At the same time is 
it really worth the slight chance of injury 
over a quick mirror check and emergency 
comb? 

Honestly I don't see myself wearing a 
helmet all, or even most, of the time. But I 
will try to wear it at night, or if it's raining. 
Everything has its price, I suppose, and 
that includes safety. I've decided what my 
line is, and I hope the other riders will do 
the same. 
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Why a Floridian lawyer is ruining 
the world, and updates on hard
drives, mp3s, games and DVDs 
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by Christopher Krailo 
ckrailo@student.utdallas.edu 

ATTO~:NE:!:IS 
Most highly-devoted garners have at 

least heard of and despise Jack Thomp
son. There are shirts, websites, and blogs 
devoted showing the ridiculous nature of 
the man Gust Coogle the phrase "Jack 

Jack Thompson, a Florida 
attorney, is out to end the 
violence in video games. 

Thompson"). For those of you who might 
not know who Jack Thompson is, he's a 
lawyer from Miami Florida who has, for 
years, been combating the video game in
dustry in an attempt to stop violent games 
from being produced. He almost certainly 
believes that it's not a matter of bad par
enting that causes kids to go psychotic 
and kill many high-school students, but 
that it's Doom, with all of it's wonderfully 
pixilated 2-D enemies that barely repre
sent humans at all. Thankfully, the major
ity of the world realizes that blasting away 
images on a screen is quite different from 
blasting away real people. 

The employees and fans of Penny
Arcade have recendy come under fire by 
this crazed Floridian lawyer, and it's done 
nothing but hurt Jack Thompson's repu
tation of being an intelligent human. In 
fact, the Florida Bar Association is inves-

tigating Thompson and I personally can
not wait to see their results. The storyline 
between Thompson and Penny-Arcade is 
quite humorous. See, the National Insti
tute on Media and the Family had decided 
to distance themselves from Jack Thomp
son, because his extreme nature had actu
ally hurt the reputation of the institute in
stead of helping them. He had proposed 
to create a "modest" video game where a 
disgrunded father who's son was killed by 
a man "trained" by violent video games 
would take revenge on the video game in
dustry and kill ~arious CEOs, employees, 
and representin'"g agents of the industry. 
If the game was created, Thompson said 
he would donate SlO,OOO to the char
ity of Take Two's chairman Paul Eibeler's 
choosing, but when many mods and text
based games were created, and Thompson 
had not paid up, but rather said that the 
offer and proposal were both satire, Pen
ny-Arcade donated SlO,OOO to the ESA 
Foundation. Thompson got mad and the 
fight began. 

For those interested in learning more 
about Thompson, just click on over to 
Wikipedia and search for "Jack Thomp
son." It's a good read. 

And now for some quick news briefs: 

H A~: D D ~:11...1 E:S 

Seagate Baracuda, provides 
almost half a terabyte of 
storage space. That's hardcore! 

For those of you who are always look
ing for more hard-drive space, I have good 
news for you! The latest in Seagate's Bar
racuda series of hard-drives is finally out: 
the Seagate Barracuda 7200.9 500gb drive! 

This drive boasts a 16mb cache, SATA2, 
and a five-year warranty, making it appear 
on my Christmas list this year. Unfortu
nately, most reputable websites (Newegg, 
for example) are charging about S400 for 
it. However, it's driving down t~e prices 
of 100-200gb hard-drives, so those with 
less cash can still afford a larger hard-drive 
for Christmas! 

M P·:-=: F'l A~~ c r;· ·=· - - ·- C. I~.·-· 

Apple iPod, continues its 
domination over the mp3 player 
market with new video abilities 

When it comes to mp3 players, the 
Apple iPod continues to stamp out a large 
presence. The new nano and video iPods 
present to the consumer a perfect chance 
at either a tiny 4gb mp3 player or a regu
lar-sized 60gb iPod that can also stGre and 
play videos. Both new iPods continue to 
boast the circular control interface that no 
other mp3 player has been able to beat. 
However, many hardware review web
sites out there (such as Tom's Hardware) 
are covering a class-action lawsuit against 
Apple claiming that their iPod nano's 
screen scratches so easily, that the text on 
the screen quickly becomes unreadable. 
I'll have to check back on how that lawsuit 
turns out next month. 

I ... IIDE:O GAMES 
Videogame-based movie Doom hasn't 

done so well with the critics, both garn
ers and moviegoers alike. While the game 
features a FPS-styled scene that's pretty 
unusual in a movie, the movie itself chang
es a lot of the storyline of Doom, includ-

Doom 3, father of RPG games, 
despite much anticipation has 
not met critics expectations. 
ing the fact that the enemies came from 
Hell, not from genetic mutations. I was 
disappointed by the changes, but ali-in-all 
the movie wasn't too bad. I would recom
mend most Doom players see it at least 
sometime, even if it's just borrowing it 
from a friend once it comes out on DVD. 

[11._.1[1 STAt·iDA~:DS 

Ellu-rag Disc 

Blu·ray, the new high-capacity 
DVD standard is becoming more 
widely adopted by industry. 

The next format of high-capacity discs 
will either be Blu-ray or HD DVD. Just 
like DVD+R and DVD-R, the two for
mats have their allies and enemies. Much 
of the industry's big businesses (such as 
Warner Bros., HP, Panasonic, etc) have 
shown their support for the Blu-ray discs, 
so we might see the end of a divided for
mat for DVDs, at least in the high defini
tion area. Single-sided Blu-ray discs can 
hold a whopping 25gb of data, five-times 
the space of a regular DVD. The latest in · 
Blu-ray technology is on the Blu-ray.com 
website. It seems like this technology is 
slowly pushing down the price of regular 
DVDs, too, because I recently purchased 
DVD+I-Rs at 20¢ a piece. 

Well that's all for this time. Krailo 
out . 
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