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Should power be art of Waterview rent? 
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by Michael Seeligson 
michael.seeligson@stttdent.utdallas.edu 

T he Presidential Advising Commission on Residential Housing recently created 
a mission statement for Waterview Park Apartments as follows, "The University 
of Texas at Dallas offers residential facilities for students to provide a desirable, 

safe, secure, and economical living environment that attracts students to the campus and 
enhances their collegiate experience." · 

Residential housing at UTD is thus designed to help freshmen transition to college, 
and including electricity with the rent bill both simplifies life and eases the transition. 

As students arrive at UTD in their freshman year, many are placed with roommates 
and soon find themselves in the awkward position of haggling over energy bills. Inevi
tably, a roommate will not pay their share, or the bill will not be paid to ~e company by 
the person responsible and the lights will go out. 

There are many good reasons to have individual bills paid by students, but the valu
able lessons regarding energy conservation, budgeting and timely financial responsibility 
will be learned just as easily (and with much less pain) the following year when students 
have more control over choice of roommates. 

I propose this: cut the monthly rent increase down to S35 per person. S140 for a four 
person apartment is entirely reasonable as an average and Waterview Park Apartments 
will not gain or lose any noticeable amount of money. To encourage lower energy con
sumption, place a maximum amount of energy usage per apartment at S200. 

If any apartment's bill.exceeds this cap, then have a substantial fine, say, on the order 
of SlOO, that would be pooled and donated on behalf ofUTD to a charity fund for se
nior citizens unable to pay for electricity. 

Bundling electricity into rent should not be another way for Waterview Park Apart
ments and the Utley Foundation to siphon more money out of UTD or its students. It 
can, however, allow for a l;>etter bargaining rate and thus cheaper electricity for the UTD 
community, and that is something worth considering. 

Editors 
Ben Dower 

Michael Seeligson 

CON: 
by Aidan Skoyles 

skoyles@student.utdallas.edu 

W aterview's plan to b,undle electricity bills into freshmen's rent so as to reduce 
the bill-paying burden on students is flawed. Freshmen college students are 
perfectly capable of writing a check and of suffering the consequences of 

having their power turned off if they don't. 
If they can get behind the wheel of a car and roar off down Central Expressway, or, 

more worrying still, get behind the trigger of an M -16 and blast Iraqis off the face of the 
planet, then they can pay their bills. To assume otherwise is an insult to our freshmen. 

Give them a little more credit. After all, if they've got the highest average SAT score 
in Texas, then they surely can figure out a check (not that they even have to when online 
payme~ts are arranged). 

It has been pointed out that some freshmen have issues with non-paying roommates 
or parents who say they'll pay and then never do. Given that roommates are often ran
domly chosen, I commiserate with those annoyed with delinquents. But, dealing with· 
issues like this is part Gf life. It's part of growing up that the "freshman experience" 
inherently includes. If things get out of control, Peer Advisers are paid to help mediate 
and resolve disputes. 

The value -of personal responsibility is something that should be encouraged well 
before the freshman year of college, and should certainly be enforced by then. 

But I would venture the guess that the majority of freshman apartments don't have 
trouble paying their bills. I guess they'd rather keep $50 in their pockets and shoulder 
the a-so-weighty responsibility of signing a check every month. The proposal to bundle 
the bill is unnecessary mollycoddling. · 

Ali this goes without mentioning that the fiat rate bill will scrap any incentive to
wards another personal responsibility- protecting our environment. Computers, lights 
and 3.ir conditioners will stay on 24/7, indicating the decline of a personal responsibility 
that, if lost, will eventually reflect on us all. 

C.ontrlbutors 
Josh Allen Bobby Janecka Richard Voit 
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Opinions expressed in this publication are those of the editor or writer of the article and are not necessarily those of the 
University administration, The Board of &gents .of the University oJTexas System or the Board of the puhlication. 
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by Felicity Lenes 
fml04 lOOO@utdallas.edu 

When roughly nine hundred new Comers blaze uuo their Phase 
VITI quads next August, they'll be able to turn the air conditioning to 
60 degrees if they want without ever seeing the electricity bill. 

That's because all of their utilities- now including electricity- will 
be lumped in one comprehensive rent charge totaling $366 per per
son every month, $50 more than my roommates and I and our fellow 
freshies pay this year. 

So each month, Waterview Park Apartments (\IVPA) is upping 
rent by $50 per freshman resident, including all utilities and providing 
one package price. 

Next year, we won't have to worry about the five minutes and 39 
cents ne~;essary to send in our TXU bill each month. 

\ 
With a blanket charge tacked on to rent, residents won't have anr. 

Incentive to conserve electricity. Therefore, while cost per kilowatt
hour is increasing due to rising fuel costs, consumption - with electric-

/ 

ity at a flat rate - will skyrocket. 
A Modest Proposal reporter Bradley Wallace polled l?hase VIII 

building 58 and found residents shelled out an average of $120 a 
month for power. Split four ways, that's $30 a bed - $20 less per 

1 person per month than the proposed $50 increase. The charges ranged 
1 from S56 a month to $320 -a huge variation. 

Director of Residential Housing Matthew Grief feels the change is 
important and will solve roommate conflict issues that arise when one 
resident doesn't reimburse the person in his or her quad responsible for 
the electricity bill. Grief said on occasion power has even been shut off 
due to students neglecting to pay their bills. 

Originally the administration and WPA had slated an increase of 
$60 to cover electricity and administrative costs and enhance Internet 
capabilities, an amount obtained by averaging a range of energy costs 
over time and adding a cushion to guard against rapidly rising costs 

.per kilowatt-hour and compensate for the inevitable increase in con-
sumption .if a flat fee was charged, WPA public relations representa
tive Luca Finocchiaro said. 

•our goal is to absorb utility costs at a net zero effect," Finocchiaro 
told me. "1his is not a rent increase." Coincidentally, the increase was 
lowered to $50 the day after a certain publication started investigating. 

My entire apartment averaged around $55 a month for electricity, 
10 I was dubious about individually paying more each rent cycle per 
J.'(ISOn than all four of us together fork over for power. For us, it would 

j be a rent increase- a hefty one. 
Sure, we don't turn on our television too often, but we have four 

1 computers running full time, lots of extra bodies hanging out and gcn-
1 ~ting heat, and a cake in the oven every few days. I was suspicious. 

But despite the fact that I'm still not terribly fond of the Robin 
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photo 
Your AMP staff tmeled tile perilous road ta Sail's a• ta Htaia $50 worth of RaMI 
and construct a tower of enough noodles ta eat thrice a day for a full sdlool yw, on 
just one month's rent increase. Too bad they don't make breakfast Ramen .•• 

Hood-esque "steal from the energy conservers to pay for all- night 
LAN parties in the apartment upstairs," I recognize that any profits 
Waterview makes are ro!Jed into a scholarship fund, however, Fust 
Worthing tak~s five percent of the revenues off the top- it's manage
ment fee. So the more money Fust Worthing funnels through Water
view, the more money they make. 

Still. though, why should energy-conscious consumers pay more, 
either to power black holes or to be forced to provide scholarships? 

There are good reasons to bundle utilities with rent, and the con
cern about roommate conflict ranks among the best. But I think the 
critical issue is personal responsibility, and as earnestly as WPA and 
Residential Housing want to lighten the burden of bills, I don't be
lieve personal choice should be infringed upon. If Freshman X(box) 
wants to burn kilowatt-hours, let him bear responsibility. Freshman 
Y(shouldlpay) should not be penalized. 

There is a terrible risk that students who are careful to turn lights 
off at night and put on an extra sweater instead of the heat will throw 
environmental and conservationist concerns to the wind. The result is 
consumption whose inflation parallels and augments the effect of ris
ing energy costs. Then Waterview will have to raise rent again. 

l111111ize 8.33 cllildrea. 
Acror"<fing to the Centen for Di5ea!!e 
Contn~I~JSO could protect 8 children 

.. polio, intestinal worms, 
an insecticide 'f(e~tit.S 
malarial mcnq. 

:':R~U.d. savings bond. 
---·•-. .. -- sold at face value and 

gtow in.O.ation-indexed earn-
ings for up to 30 years. You can defer 
federal tues on earnings for up ro 30 

• yem; and bonds ace exempt from state 
andio@l in~ome taxes. The cu.aentrat~ 

r~eot;.at that ratel in 10 ' 
~2~6. 
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did povPrty rPnlly w·in thP war? 
Forty years after LBJ's declaration, stalemate continues across all fronts 

., ·""'- .:_;;,..;. 
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by Ben Dower 
Kai~er.Benjamin@gmail.com 

Poverty. Welfare. The very words are enough to make 
some people uneasy. No wonder it makes us uncomfortable: 
in the richest country in the world, poverty remains so 
constant that the very idea of ever eliminating it is seen as 
naive. Yet despite the overwhelming nature of American 
poverty, coupled with welfare, it remains the biggest issue 
of our age. 

Thousands of America's brightest have tried and failed 
ro come up with a.n easy fix for our country's poverty 
problem. After raking a course on the subject and reading 
more books than l care to remember, I grow increasingly 
convinced that there is no solution to help the millions 
of Americans (37 miUion as of 2004) below the poverty 
line. But one thing I have noticed is that with the war on 
terror, political scandals, hunting accidents, and abortion 
bans, less and less attention is being paid to the people in 
this country that are struggling just to get by. 

But what exactly is poverty and how does one define 
it? The United States government uses an income 
measurement. 1f you fall below this "poverty line," you 
are officially in poverty. Mollie Orshansky established 
thls measure in 1960s by taking the monetary cost of 
the minimum a person could spend on food to obtain 
the necessary nutrients and then multiplied that number 
by three, since the average family in the United States 
spent one third of their income on food at that time. This 
number has been adjusted for inflation every year and is 
still in official use today. It is also the most completely 
arbitrary measurement since the horsepower. Most people 
agree that it is f.'li roo low. · 

Systems o f measurement aside, according to the U.S. 
Poverty Level, 12.7% of Americans arc living below the 
poverty line. As a percentage, this number is higher than 
ever¥ other westernized country with the exception of 
A·ustralia. All right, but so what? Popular responses range 
from human compassion to the economic benefits of a 
strong middle class. However, beyond such abstractions 
lies a far more compelling justification. 

Conservatives often claim that most people below the 
poverty line arc there for the long haul, while liberals say 
that most people fall into hardship for only a short time. 
At first glance, these facts seem ro contradict each other, 

but this is not the case. Statistics show that although long
term spells of poverty are rare, most of the poor at any one 
point in time arc going through an extended period of 
deprivation. 

To clarify, imagine a brand new hospital was just 
opening for business. Every day ten people came to this 
hospital and nine of them were only sick for one day. The 
tenth person was sick for one month. Thirty days after the 
hospital opened, thirty of the forty people there would 
have long-term illness, even though 90% left after a single 
day. 

Almost half the family units below the poverty line 
have at least one member working full time, often with 
more than one job. Another third of poor families have a 
provider working part time. A stretch from the stereotype 
of a permanent idle class, these people are unable to obtain 
the money necessary to support their families. H alf of 
the people below the poverty line are white. And, most 
surprisingly, longitudinal studies show that the 58.5% of 
Americans fall below the poverty line by the time they 
reach the age of 75. The f.1.ct is that poverty is far more 
widespread than most people realize. 

So what about the solution? American welfare is almost 
universally despised, and for good reason.1t is inefficient, 
wrought with corruption and scandal, and often fails to 
solve the most basic problems. The conservatives hate it for 
spending too much money and sustaining what they see 
as a permanent idle class. The liberals hate it for not gojng 
far enough, particularly in the areas of healthcare and 
child support. Yet despite its bad reputation, it continues 
to linger on, year after year, growing and shrinking, but 
suffering from the same problems. 

Beyond corruption there are a few more thematic 
contradictions that lie at the root of the welfare problem. 
These issues have plagued America since the poorhouse 
and continue to dominate all discussion about government 
assistance today. On the one hand, no one wants their tax 
money ro prop up a lazy, idle class. If welfare helps cushion 
the unemployed, fuel the drug-addicted, or lighten the 
consequences of promiscuous sexual behavior, it seems 
logical that more people would see that state as livable, 
desirable even.1hus, programs must provide incentive to 
work, or at least, tl1orough qualifications before someone 
can receive aid. 

On the other hand, if a single mother quits her job 
because her boss was sexually harassing her, or if a father 
is laid off because of m:trket changes and so his family is 
going through some rough times, no one wams to see them 
starve because they can't cut the red tape fast enough. 

The t\Vo goals of deterrence and aid to the rruly needy seem 
to contradict each other at times, and both are valid concerns. 
But the dichotomy gets even worse in the application. 

l t is universally cheaper to write someone a check than 

111oudl OOII!el'tralhes alllerats deJJ* a1Jout the daadl!llstics rlllleA!a 
can JICO', 111 en can deny1hltthe Issues« jiiMil1y n Mitre n ne(ledllt 

to send them to motivation classes and job training, belp 
them find a job, and monitor them frequently to ma.kt 
sure they're holding it. Yet just writing checks to the poor 
is hardly fair to the American taXpayers, especially if tlw 
money ends up being spent on alcohol or drugs. So on 
the one hand, the government could spend more and tty 

to fix the problem in the long term, or they could spend 
substantially less and fix it in the short term. 

Yet even if the long- term system is "better," it's also more 
complicated. And the more complicated it is, the more 
susceptible to corruption, loopholes, and abuses. And since 
politicians want to cut costs as much as possible, most of 1 
these programs arc hamstrung in the mak.ing.1his results 1 
in lousy programs, which can then be pointed to as reasons 
to cut even more funding. 

Unfortunately, I don't have a solution to the prc.blem. 
But as the 2006 election approaches, I wish more politicians 
were talking about those two, unspeakable words. With all 
the attention paid ro Dick Cheney'~ hunting accident, l 
wish there had heen $Ome left over for those millions of 
people in or near poverty. Addressed or ignored, povert)• 
and wel£'l!c remain the biggest issues in America today . 
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Doil't R in these waters 
It's time to drain away overbearing federal power 

by Benedict Voit 
benedict.voit@srudenr.utdalLls.edu 

Ask an everyday citizen about politics 
in Washington and that person will tell 
you that it is bitterly polarized. "Back 
to the old days!" citizens decry, to when 
bipartisanship was a respected feature of 
a Congressman. 

There is a general belief that hardly 
anything productive gets done in 
Washington except excessive spending of 
taxpayer dollars. 

The deficit has skyrocketed, and many 
feel there is little to show for it. Voter 
participation has remained low which can 
be attributed to individuals' general lack of 
faith in any representative. 

However, a greater faith in government 
could be attained if that government were 
local. It is hard to conceprualize what $20 
million federal dollars does for Program X 
across the country, or the true impact of 
$500 million of foreign aid but relate that 
money to your local school board or public 
transportation system, and it becomes 
much clearer. 

The founding fathers favored strong 
state independence from an overbearing 
federal government. Their overriding 
principle, federalism, was designed for 
that exact purpose. 

And yet America has simply shrugged 
and continued humming along as the 
expanding national government's arm 
strangles those state rights. 

A central point of debate in this issue 

I 
of the expanding federal role has been, and 
remains, the 1973 Supreme Court case 
Roe vs. Wade. 

Using the First, Fourth, Ftfth and Ninth 
Amendments and using the incorporating 
power of the Fourteenth Amendment, the 

FEDERAL COMPUTER: run StatesRightsProgram.exe 

court, in this landmark case, determined 
that the right to privacy was "broad enough 
to encompass a woman's decision whether 
to terminate her pregnancy." 

This 7-2 decision took away the 
discretionary power of the states and 
overturned the Texas law which had 
previously outlawed abortion. 

With John Roberts and Samuel Alito 
as Chief Justice and Associate Justice on 
the Supreme Court, conservatives fed this 
might be the chance to roll back some of 
that federal power. 

Tore-spark this issue, Governor Michael 
Rounds of South Dakota has passed into 
law a sweeping ban on abortion. 

Opponents of the bill have come out 
strongly against it, claiming that it clearly 
violates the Supreme Court precedent. 
Advocates, however, argue that the 
precedent from the Supreme Court has 
been based on an invented right. Worse 
yet, the right, which has been made federal 
domain, unfairly took powers from the 

states. For decades now, there has been a 
movement to overturn this case. 

I am not advocating overturning the 
landmark case for purposes outlawing 
abortion; I advocate irs reversal as a 
proponent of the federalist system in an 
effort to return more power back to the 
states. 

\\'hat people don't understand is that 
overturning Roe vs. Wade will not make 
abortions illegal. In fact, in many liberal 
states, the rights to an abortion may be 
expanded well beyond what they are now. 
Even many conservative states will never 
completely outlaw abortion, as South 
Dakota is attempting; however, extreme 
cases, ·such as South Dakota, arc often 
needed to bring the issue to light. 

Regardless of whether South Dakota is 
sincere that abortions should be completely 
outlawed or whether it is simply relighting 
a fire, this is the way the system should 
work. States should be the laboratories of 
experiment for this country because they 

' ' Overturning 
Roe vs. Wade does not 
guarantee that abortions 
will be made illegal. 
In fact ... the rights to 
an abortion may be 

expanded... ' ' 

are able to represent more equitably their 
own populations. 

Some people may be wary of differing 
stare laws, but how can we expect the 
people of California and Washington to 
be ideologically similar to those in Utah 
or any state in the Deep South? Is it not 
more unrealistic to group these people 
together than to allow them to separate? 
After all, criminal laws, speed limits and 
even many educational policies are left to 
the states. 

Honestly, abortion should not be the 
central point of this debate at all. No one is 
advocating more of them. The real debate 
should be the best method of approach 
toward them. 

This will involve a better educational 
system, emphasizing safe practices and 
appropriate societal influences, and a 
stronger federalist system that allows for 
these methods to be effectively tested. 

The states, and worse yet the people, 
lost a great chunk of self-defining identity 
three decades ago when the Supn:me 
Court found a new Constirutional right. 

While South Dakota's attempt to 
revitalize the issue may not implement the 
best approach, at least it refuses to quietly 
accept further encroachment upon states' 
rights. Hopefully, for the sake of all parties 
involved, the Supreme Court will revisit 
the issue and give back to the people of 
each state the real right to choose. 



by James Fickenscher 
jat;Jes.llckt•nsc:ht•r@student.utdallas.edu 

As news about President Daniel's in
vestiture spreads around campus, many 
students find themselves asking one very 
importnar question: "What in the world is 
an investiture?" 

On March 29'\ 2006, the University of 
Texas at Dallas wiU be having its first presi
dential investiture ever. An investiture is de
fined as "the formal ceremony of conferring 
the authority and symbols of high office". 

The investiture of Dr. David E. Dan-
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iel as the president of UTD may be the 
first ceremony of irs type to occur here at 
UTD, but it will definitely not be the last. 
Thus, a new tradition will be set forth in 
the annals ofUTD's history. 

Members of the board of regents, past 
presidents of the university, local business 
leaders and other high officials and per
sons have all been invited to be a part of 
this exciting, new tradition. 

But this ceremony is not just for those 
persons; it is an exciting event, free for all 
students, staff, faculty, and friends of the 
University ofTexas at Dallas. 

Also debuting during the ceremony 
will be the new UTD mace, reccndy craft
ed out of wood from the Treaty Oak Tree 
in Austin, Texas.1his tree is over 600 years 
of age and provided shade for Stephen F. 
Austin when he first signed an agreement 
between the early Texan settlers and the 
Native Americans. 

The mace design includes, of course, 
our university seal, as well as a disk of 
UTD-manufactured equipment, which 
flew on the Space Shuttle. 

This ceremony \vill truly be an event 
to see, marking the start of a new era in 
UTD's future, and showing UTD's pres
ence as one of the great universities, not 
only ofTexas, but of the world. 

The investiture will take place from 
2pm to 3pm on March 29'h in the Activ
ity Center. After the ceremony, a reception 
will be held in the Student Union Galaxy 
Rooms. 

One might anticipate that the investi
ture might be some boring ceremony im
portant only to the faculty and staff; this 
couldn't be farther from the truth. 

President Daniel's investiture will spe
cificaUy target the students. Its aim will be 
to demonstrate the university's seriousness 
toward education and care regarding its 

students. 
One might also think that the formal 

nature of the ceremony requires formal 
dress; this, also, couldn't be farther from 
the truth. Student attendance at this mo
mentous occasion is wanted and appre
ciated, even if it requires rushing to and 
from the ceremony wearing a lab coat and 
goggles. . 

When you attend the ceremony, you 
will receive a ticket, which can be re
deemed afterward for a UTD investiture 
t-shirt. There is a limited supplyoft-shirts1 

so be quick off your chair! 
This ceremony will be a great step for

ward for UTD and mil be a very signifi
cant tradition in the future. 

Everyone should come and support 
their university and president by attend
ing this wonderful event; in doing so, you 
wiU learn more about UTD and irs ever 
brighter and more promising future! 
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.More school colors seen from redheads on St. Patty's Day 

by Bradley Wallace 
bradley.wallace@student.utdalias.edu 

T
his reporter went undercover for Spirit Day to 
uncover the cold, hard truth about life on campus. 
Unfortunately, going undercover for Spirit Day 
meant wearing normal clothes: a shirt with an ac

cidental splash of green and Adidas shoes that have nothing 
to do with comets. 

Spirit Day, as well as less advertised Comet Pride Day 
(Spirit Day 2.0 with less posters, prizes and participation), 
held a turnout mainly of students who already had UTD 
gear and would normally have worn their sweatshirt on a cold 
Thursday anyway. 1l1e problem is that these citizens were few 
and far between; many were just athletes who got the gear for 
free. 

UTD does seem to be missing the high school 'loop' that 
let everyone know by third period that Howard got dumped 
by Melissa an hour ago. For the record, pretty much every 
group on campus has a Facebook shadow (and SUAAB 
has monthly General Meetings open to all for input and · 
sit-ins). But what are other campuses doing that we aren't, 
aside from football? 

1 
Dorm rooms: apartment-style housing is a big seller 
for prospective students but makes residents more 
apt to stay indoors all day. The only way to fix this is 

for students to get. out more. So here it is, Tanning Tips 
101: Go outside. 

2 
Commercials: we hate them. From freshman year 
on, Comet students are taught to ignore flyers. Bom
barded daily with the only advertising technique that 

kinda-sometimes-works, students are given colorful sheets 
of paper so often that crum- pling them up and 
throwing them from the living roqm three 
point line to the trash can becomes 
sec- ond nature. I know 

my own apartment 
would have missed 
the pest control 
appointment if I 
hadn't bricked my 
bank shot of the 

·notice from across 
the room. 

Junior Erik My
rah claimed that 
the problem lies in 
a lack of exclama
tion marks. "We 
need better adver-

tising, wording that makes people want to come. Not just 
'Homecoming this Friday-Yeah!' Get the clubs involved ... 
anything to get the word out. More competitions and events 
would help, and, as for rewards, well, I haven't heard of a col
lege student who isn't motivated by food." 

"We need to play to the audience," remarked John Albright, 
a sophomore A -Tech major. "Go for the geeky angle. Compe
titions that are fun to watch, like Counter Strike, WOW, or 
Halo tournaments would fit right in. I'd do it- 1 already do 
it elsewhere." And concerning our stereotypically technology 
school, "What about a campus-wide Facebook group to ad
vertise events?" 

A lack of events is clearly not the stumbling block. A quick 
visit to the SUAAB events calendar shows two or three events 
a week, not to mention the everyday club activities featured 
in 'This week at UTD.' However, compared to special events 
like Springapalooza, Homecoming and concerts, attendance 
at these functions seems to be an all or almost-nothing thing. 
It's the prisoner's paradox. No one wants to be the only one 
to dress up for a dress-funny event, and unless participants 
communicate that there will be participants, few will ever join 
their ranks. 

So talk to anyone. That's all. Increased sociability spawns 
increased involvement. 

If students fear 'being the only one,' then the fix is friends, 
clubs and fraternities to raise attendance rates. We need unity, 
we need tradition, we need more camaraderie. 

"We need rivals," SUAAB source Tommy Bank said. "If we 
don't have another school to taunt, then we could at least have 
more inter-club rivalry in intramurals, though it should be 
kept on a playful level." As most students don't even pay atten
tion to the Comet Cup, I find myself agreeing. We don't even 
need two sides of the bleachers for most sporting events. 

Everyone has input as to why the school cheering section 
seems to have a sore throat but no one steps up to say what 
would entice them to show up in orange and green. Like the 
fortune cookie says, 'You can lead a horse to water, but you 
can't make him Whoosh after every point in a basketball 
game.' 

"School spirit has definitely increased over the years," Zac 
Cox observed, "and Comet Crush is a big step forward. This 
is college- there are plenty of kids willing to do crazy things 
like walk around all day with a sign or a chicken hat," he said, 
proudly sporting a Meteor Theater sign. "We just need i:he 
right plugs for each of our crazy college spitits." 

"What are they?'' I asked. 
"I don't know, ask your readers." 
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Iraq from a Blackhawk: A Series 
Part 1 of 3 

by Stephen Holmes 
cryokinesls@hotmail. com 

Editor's Note: Stephen Holmes is a former 
UTD computer science student from Hous
ton. He is now serving in Iraq. 1# will be 
running his recollections in the next several 
issues of AMP. 

I n the lO'h Mountain, we don't often 
hear the words "air assault" because 
we're light infantry, but we did this 

time. This was different. 
At about 6:00 p.m., a warning order 

came down from battalion.They always 
come right before big missions to let every
one know to get ready for something crazy. 

. The warn-o didn't tell us much other than 
to pack light because we'd be going in on 
Blackhawks: My first reaction was "hey, 
awesome!" but then it hit me-taking a 
company of mobilized infantry and mak
ing them an air ass;mlt company overnight 
would be a nightmare. 

I would be in the company commander's 
element during the mission so I needed to 
worry about getting communicatio.ns for 
the company's four platoons up and run
ning in addition to getting ready myself; we 
don't go on missions in our boxers carrying 
radios. 

Here's what we were told: battalion in
telligence had just received confirmation 
that the enemy was planning an attack on 
a nearby Coalition base. Anywhere from 
50 to 250 foreign fighters were suppos
edly involved, led by a lieutenant colonel in 
Saddam's old army. This sounds intimidat
ing back home, but the prospect of a group 
that small attacking the target they had in 
mind sounded ludicrous to us. However, the 
rumor that the foreign fighters were armed 
with heavy antipersonnel, antitank, and 
even antiaircraft weapons got the .base's 
attention, an.d they called in our battalion 
to help. Recent intelligence reported that a 
large number of foreigners were amassing 
in an area around the base, and they were 
bringing aQ. kinds of weaponry. 

My unit was ordered to execute a pre
emptive strike and hit before they were 
ready. All three "line" companies would be 
flown in, and our heavy support company 
would be driven in on Humvees a few hours 
later. My company would be airlifted direct
ly into our mission area and seize a duster 

Sergeant E5 Stephen Holmes, fonnerly a computer science major at tbe University of Texas at Dallas, 
perches In a Blackhawk helicopter during a IRisslon OYer Baghdad. Mr. Holmes is c:orrently serving In the 
10th Mountain dlwisloa In Iraq. 

of residential buildings using the initiative 
gained with helicopters. The bad news: the 
colonel in charge of the insurgents was the 
chemical defense officer for Saddam's army, 
and-intelligence indicated that they might 
have chemical mortar rounds to use against 
us. There had been an intelligence hit that 
a large cache of mortar rounds was in the 
area. Combined, these two things made 
our commanders very nervous. Personally, I 
didn't believe it, but each of us was instruct
ed to dig out our gas masks and atropine 
injectors. The latter did not make me happy; 
we had received reports that we might be 
gassed in the past, but it was all bogus; now, 
being actually issued atropine, a small part 
of me began to worry. Apparently, the brass 
was taking it seriously this time. 

Nevertheless, we pushed the thought of 
a chemical attack to the backs of our minds 
because we couldn't afford to worry about it. 
At 11:00 p.m., the company packed into 
transports and moved to the pickup zone to 
await our flights. We laughed and joked on 
the way there, real 7th-grade type stuff. M
ter spending all morning going over man
down drills and ensuring there's no uncov
ered slits in your body armor, it's good to 
have some leVity. At the PZ, we played the · 
waiting game until the air assets showed up 
(translation: until the pilots decided to stop 
playing video· games and come stage with 

us). Since I was going to be with the com
mander, i was riding in lift 1, chalk 1. F'lrst 
on the ground. Lovely. 

When it came time to load, I told my
self I should have enlisted in an air assault 
division. Maybe it's the adrenaline junkie 
in me, but running up to a Blackhawk with 
your head sunk down in your shoulders and 
the deafening thumping pushing you down 
into your boots gets your blood flowing. 

Our native interpreter was freaking out 
a little; he had never been off the ground in 
any aircraft so the prospect of tiding in a 

. Blackhawk on a combat mission must have 
made him a little antsy. He turned to me 
before we loaded and, pointing at the chop
per, asked "How do we work?!" Amused, I 
s~outed back not to worry, to just follow us, 
and not to stretch his neck out too far. 

When I had sat down and situated my 
assault pack between my legs, sure enough, 

. there was the interpreter crushed right up 
against my side. I made a flamboyant show 
of connecting the four-point seat belt so he 
could imitate it. He made it well enough, 
and I could have sworn I saw him smile 
under his helmet. When all the others 
were loaded and strapped in, the pilots 
didn't waste any time getting the birds off 
theground. . 

That's quite an experience in itself, by 
the· way. A vehicle this heavy shouldn't be 

able to lurch forward that fast; these things 
practically leap off the ground. The inter
preter made a noise, but was it a yelp or a 
cheer? 

For all its brutal noise, the fifteen
minute flight was an oddly quiet and 
soothing experience. It let me see a new side 
of Baghdad. It's funny, really, how normal the 
city looked. It reminded me of what Houston 
looks like on final approach. When the birds 
turned and aligned themselves with the Eu
phrates River, looking out of the left side of 
the chopper was like looking off the edge of 
the world. To one side, there was the Fertile 
Crescent, and to the other side, there were 
twin seas of black and gray butting against 
each other at the horizon. There wasn't any
thing out there. I soon found my eyelids 
melting together as I stared out into space, 
the pitch of the rotors rising into white noise. 
It was comfortable. 

Then the crew chief yelled in· my ear: "Thir
ty seconds!" and I remembered I was in Iraq. 
"Aw, hell," I remember thinking, "I don't 
even have my hand mic up where I can get 
to it." That was -my biggest concern at the 
time: making sure the mic didn't get caught 
on anything as we left the chopper. Others 
started shifting around as well, grabbing 
their assault packs to chunk them out when 
the doors flew open. I'm sure the CO was. 
thinking all kinds of things. I didn't know it 
yet, but the action had already started on the 
ground. 

As the Blackhawks came in, our Apache 
escorts had spotted a number of people fleeing 
the objective, people that have been instruct
ed for a very long time to stay inside under all 
circumstances when curfew is in effect. They 
were tracked by thermal optics and ultimately 
detained by our troops right after we hit. 
Others jumped into small rowboats and tried 
to make it across the Euphrates, away from 
where they knew we were going. This would 
have been a smart move since we're not al
lowed to engage a target unless it's considered 
hostile (simply fleeing an objective isn't), but, 
unfortunately, someone decided to bring some 
shoulder-mounted weapons along. I never 
got the whole report, but wooden debris was 
the only thing that made it to the other side 
of the Euphrates. An Apache's 30mm ma
chine gun doesn't spend ammo on a rowboat. 
Back on my bird, I managed to get the 
mic cord untangled with just enough time 
to think "Oh @1%&, the door's open." 
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Interviews for Dummies 
How to create an infinite loop in your personal magnetism 

by Jim McAndrew 
jfm016200@urd.illas.edu 

So you've found yourself in your first technical 
interview, and you have no idea what to expect. 
You may be at a major defense contractor, an 
internet startup or a behemoth telecom company, 
but the challenges will be the same. 

The first thing you should keep in mind is 

that solving any given problem in a certain way 
is not you primary concern. Your interviewers 
will be giving you questions that may have several 
traditional or obvious solutions that are simply 
"okay" and perhaps one or more "outside the box" 
solutions that are significantly bener. 

The key is to never give up or show any sign 
of resignation and, once you think you have an 
answer, to not be afraid to admit it is wrong. The 
worst thing you can do is get pinned by your 
questioner into a path that can never lead to the 
correct solution. Many times, your interviewer will 
even provide helpful hints to walk you through 
the steps toward the solution to see how well you 
respond to criticism and outside suggestion. In 
other words, accepting help is not necessarily a 

mark against you. 
1he second major factor in taking a succcssfuUy 

technical interview is communication. You may 
be given a pen and paper and asked to solve a 
problem in silence, but, more often than not, you 
might have to prepare a presentation on computer 
or white board and present to a team of technical 
people. These situations can be very intimidating 
and should be approached with much caution. 
The people you wiU be presenting to arc probably 
more experienced and knowledgeable than you 
are about the subject you are talking about. 

The main thing they arc looking for is 
how well you can communicate your ideas in a 
group setting. One way to prepare for technical 
presentations is to give them to family and friends 
who have little technical background. lf you are 
successful at communicating tough concepts to 
these people, it will help you during your interview 
tremendously. 

The third concern you should have is the types 
of questions that will actually be posed. I have 
personally seen problems ranging from topics 
covered in my freshman engineering classes all 
the way through to my graduate work. Do not 
be surprised to find yourself writing code or even 
drawing very detailed circuit diagrams on the 
spot. Sometimes they will ask trivial questions 
- such as converting a number from base ten to 
base sixteen just to throw you off balance - to 
questions of a more abStract nature. 

The bottom line is: your interviewers are going 
to do everything in their power to catch you off 
guard, so anything is fair game. If and when you· 
do get in i pickle, just let it roll off your shoulders 
and move on. The worst thing you can do is give 

. up on the entire interview because you had one . 
~~es~~ . 

The last suggestion 1 can make is to interview 
early and interview often. There is no better 
practice for taking technical interviews than 
taking technical interviews. Like anything in 
life, practice makes perfect, so interview at less 
important places first; then you can really shine at 
your "dream company." Finally, remember to have 
fun - it's only an interview. 
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T-w-@ guarant:eed st:rikes 
Telling you where the stupid money is . .. 

by Jonathan Lane 
jwl033000@utdallas.edu 

1 always look forward to the beginning 
of April as it marks two of the world's most 
important events of the year: my birthday 
and Major League Baseball's opening day. 
Yes, flowers are blooming and things are 
turning green, but in the long run none of 
that matters. After all, in six months no 
one will be talking about how beautiful 
the trees were, but plenty of people will be 
still talking about baseball and I know that 
1 will still be talking about my birthday. 
You don't survive 12 months every year, 
you know? 

But along with the impending season, 
an avalanche of predictions will come 
crashing in, all of which will pick the 
favorites to win each division and all of 
which will be pretty much the same.1 refuse 
to take that route. Instead, 'I'll highlight a 
team from each league that I can say with 
certainty will not win the World Series. 
If anyone tells you differently about these 
teams, they're wrong. 

American League: Seattle Mariners 
I've followed baseball for as long as 

1 can remember, and during that time, I 
have grown a fondness for the M ariners. 
I watched Randy Johnson when he was 
sporting a fantastic mullet, Ken Griffey Jr. 
when he could actually play a full season, 
and Alex Rodriguez before he started 
wearing pinstripes for the devil. Those 
teams were fun to watch, and ea~h year it 
felt like the M ariners might do welL 

Thjs year's version gives me no such 
feeling. I traveled to Phoenix recently 
to watch the team in a couple of spring 
training games that could best be described 
as batting practice for the other team. For 
those of you unfamiliar with baseball, 
giving up 6 runs in a game is bad. Giving 

up 10 runs is awful. G iving up 15 .runs is 
atrocious. The Mariners gave up 15 runs in 
the first game and 17 runs in the second. 

It was so bad that the mentally 
challenged fan sitting in front of me 
turned to me and declared, "We need more 
pitching!" I couldn't agree with him more. 
Some Mariners fans think that this year 
the team might have a winning record. 
Some people think that Sarah Jessica 
Parker is attractive. The point is, some 
people are horribly, horribly mistaken . 

National League: Florida Marlins 
Do you remember three years ago 

when the Marlins won the World Series? 
If you do, this year's version will quickly 
make you forget. With only three players 
left from that championship team, the 
Marlins have done everything they can 
to rid themselves of any semblance of a 
winning team. You do have to admire their 
efficiency at getting it done, though. 

To determine the team's greatest 
weakness is somewhat like trying to :figure 
out the worst part of a colonoscopy. Sure, 
you might be able to point out one thing, 
but that doesn't quite encompass the 
awfulness as a whole. The Marlin's pitching 
staff is led by an ace who managed to lose 
to Canada's national team recently. 

If their best pitcher can't even beat the 
proud citizens of M oose Jaw, it's going to 
be a rough season. Their lineup isn't much 
better. For example, their starting catcher 
was traded away by the Mariners last 
season because he wasn't good enough for 
them. If that isn't a ringing endorsement 
for a player, 1 don't know what is. The 
bottom line is that the Marlins would 
make a pretty decent minor league team. 
It's just bad luck that makes them have to 
play major league teams. 

So there you have it, two teams that 
probably have as good of a chance of 
making the World Series as my intramural 
softball team. Of course, if these two teams 
do end up meeting in the World Series, 
feel free to rub it in my face. Otherwise, 
when you sec me in October, wish me a 
happy birthday. I'll still be celebrating. 
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SG inspires other campus 
groups to truncate names 

by Stew Guvie 
stewsyourdaddy@utdallas.edu 

RICHARDSON, TX- With the proposal passing unan
imously in the Senate, the representative body at UTD 
has changed its name from the Student Government As
sociation to the Student Government. 

The Student Government, in its constitution, is self
described as the Student Government. In order to be 
consistent, the organi:ption truncated its name. 

"I love the new name," one Senator remarked. "You 
know, I put the stud in Stud. Gov." 

As a resuJt, this change has Jed to a sweeping popuJar 
movement to cut back on names. Other student groups, 
fearing their names are too long, have started hacking off 
letters and words right and left from their name. 

SUAAB was especially happy to join in on the action. 
"No one really knows what SUAAB stands for any

way," one member noted. "We decided being SUA would 
be much more ... well, suave." What SUA stal)ds for is still 
in dispute. image by Benedict 

The Comet movies on campus, Meteor Theater, also 
felt that it had much to gain by allowing a loss on name. 
"Meteor Theater just has so many syllables," one fresh
man complained. ''I'm glad they could change the name 
[to MetTheat] and keep the rhyme." 

With the recent change in names, UID's online movie theater has 
adopted Butch the Butcher as their new mascot for "Met. Theat." 

Not to be outdone, the PHEDs have flushed the "P" 
away, so that they could be the "HEDs" of campus. 

ZBT, misunderestimating the meaning of the word 
"truncate," added letters to its name. The fraternity, wish
ing to become more self-respecting, added "us," resulting 
in their new title ZBUTS. 

Canada joins EU wishing to be less decisive 
Ottowa (AMP) - Canadian Par

liamentary leaders enthusiastically 
signed the papers and shipped them 
to Brussels yesterday, validating their 
new position as a prominent member 
of the European Union. 

Stephen Harper, the newly 
elected Prime Minister, won on the 
platform that Canada has been doing 
too much in the past. 

"When we appear in foreign news 
sources more than once a week, we 
are doing to ways to much," Harper 
claimed. 

The party decided the best way to 
achieve this objective of non-activity 
was to further engulf itself in bureau
cratic paperwork. 

Looking to other world govern
. ments for ideas, Canada made what 
it claims to be its last formal deci
sion of the year, and pledged to the 
European Union. 

Considering the document is 
thousands upon thousands of words, 
Ottowa felt it was only appropriate 
to give the citizens enough time to 
pursue the manifesto. 

"It was great," one staffer re
ported. "Since we had to wait for the 
voters to read over the Constitution, 
we couldn't do anything else. I mean, 
that was the top national priority." 

Now that the EU membership 
has been ratified by a majority of 
Canadians, the federal government 
is feeling the stress of getting back 
to work. 

However, with Brussels being 
decidingly indecisive, Canadian 
parliamentarians are looking forward 
to the rest of a great fiscal year. 
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by Arnold Black 
ahnuld@u tdallas. edu 

TURIN,ITALY (AMP)- Upon the com
pletion of the Winter Olympic games, the 
nations of Austria and Hungary have decided · 
to recombine into what they have deemed as 
their "powerful glory days of March 1915." 

Such a partnership, the two nations have 
agreed, would be able to increase their effec
tiveness in important worldly affairs such as 
the Olympic games. 

"You ask a typical see-ti-suhn of zee world 
about a specific count-ree, and zey vill not be 
able to tell you vat is happening zer politi
cally. However, zey vill remember ze results 
from such an important unee-ver-sahl event, 
like ze Vinter 01-eepics," the Hungarian 
spokesman commented. 

1he paperwork to confirm the merger was 
surprisingly easy. Forms were available on-

line for print; signatures of both govern
ments were required, along with a "pretty 
picture in good lighting of those two 
guys shaking hands (preferably smil
ing)." 

The other European na
tions, fearing an economic 
backlash if putting up a 
fight, decided to appease 
these members by quickly 
agreeing to the contract. 
. 1he two nations agreed that although 

Poland was in no way a competition, 
it was only fair that after decades of 
"pri~ed friendship," Austria-Hungary 
should reap some reward. One medal, 
this time, seemed to be agreeable to 
both countries. 

Germany refused to publicly in-
volve itself in the deal, but did passingly 
mention something about " .. .it's all going to 
be ours soon enough anyway." 

A ·C HR(LI 

I 

s 

F 
v 

e 

image by Aidan Skoyles 

Cheney invites Hillary on hunting trip 
by Harry WhHtington 
featheredfriend@\ttdallas.edu 

WASHINGTON, D.C. (AMP) - Upon 
the successful conclusion of his "practice
round" for hunting, the Vice President now 
claims he feels confident enough to expand 
his invite list. • 

On February 11, Cheney and a long 
time friend and contributor completed their 
agreement when Cheney shot "right on tar
get." Cash was delivered immediately there
after to the wounded's family in large black 
bags by means of the Haliburton plane. 

Excited that his 28-gauge shot gun was 
performing "up to standards," last week 
Cheney sent a hand-written note to Sena
tor Hillary Clinton's office happily inviting 
her to join him on a great expedition into the 
vast wilderness ofWyoming. 

Staffers report that the note specifically 
highlighted the fact "there would be no one 
for miles," and that it would " ... be a great ex
perience for the two of them to scream loudly 
,without fear of being heard." 

Due to the negative press received over 
the last month, Cheney has been unable to 
keep up his public "hunting" expeditions. 
However, thankfully, the White House had 
enough extra Katrina money to purchase a 
regular Nintendo and the classic Duck Hunt 
with plug in pistol cartridge. 

"Dicko has gotten pretty good these last 
weeks," Dubya noted. ''I'd sure hate to be 
Hillary, I ·mean, the duck, on the other end of 
that gun," Bush chuckled. 

The first Lady has been passing time by 
keeping the Vice Presideflt company: "I was 
always a personal fan of that Mario fella, but 
the hunting game isn't bad," she reminisced. 

Republican leaders in the House ani 
the Senate have hailed Cheney's invitatio~ 
as the perfect model of bipartisanship till1 
Washington so notoriously lacks. 

When Democrats refused to bite the 
bullet and accept the Republicans' claims, 
Majority Leader Bill Frist was the first to 
speak out. 

"There they go again,"Frist shouted to a 
cheering crowd. "They will not win another 
election. Refusing time and time again to 
heed our efforts has left their reputation, 
or what's left of one, completely shot," 
Frist concluded to thunderous applause. 

Senator Clinton has refused comment, 
although former President Bill Clinton 
quickly and heartily agreed to pay any 
costs that the trip might entail. 

Clinton smiled, and then burst into 
laughter after mentioning "tail." 
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Dr. Pepper awarded honorary Ph.D. 
· Celebrities hail impressive ceremony 
as the pop-topping event of the year 

by Sam Choice 
cheapy@utd:lllm,.edu 

After over five and a half years of exten
sive studies here at UTD, Dr. Pepper com
pleted the thesis requirements to graduate 
with doctoral honors. 

The thesis entitled "Why I am better than 
rn:ryone else" was heralded as "unique and 
!Uperbly conducted research" that will truly 
111ake Dr. Pepper an "impressive contribu
rion" to the UTD alumni. 

Dr. Pepper's. achievements have been in 
the eye of the press for sometime now. 

When interviewed in D ecember, Pepper 
ttilJ had a ways to go, but nevertheless felt 
that he " ... had this one in the can." 

His expectations were chilled when an 
monymous source accused Pepper of plagia
rizing previously conducted work. 

However, when the identity of the source 
was determined to be none other than the 
Gttle punk "Squirt," all claims were discred
ited. 

Pepper felt highly relieved. 
"I was sweating beads for a week. I was all 

:ired over, and I couldn't pop the issue from 

~
my mind. I didn't sleep." 

One of Pepper's major breakthroughs 
arne when he proved Mason Dixon's theolrm on locational advantages flat wrong. 

Further glitches arose in the Pepper's ed
ucational cycle when claims were thrown at 
him that he was a heavy coke addict. 

Pepper immediately discredited the allo
cations as "fanta"sies of the opposition. 

After the doctorate was awarded at the 
commencement ceremony, Dr. Pepper smiled 
for the camera, and then, turning around, 
shook his Cherry-flavored rump at Mr. Pibb, 
thereby concluding his qu«St for proof of his 
ultimate and complete dominance. 

Mrs. Bairds felt slightly isolated from the 
events, as her research supervisor refused to 
grant her any merits on her work. Her ex
pected graduation date is, at this point, ris
ing. 

Other family members, though, could not 
have been happier for Pepper. Aunt Jemima 
and Uncle Ben, about to simmer over, were 
waiting for Pepper at the end of the stage. 

"We always knew he was the top of the 
line. Ever since we threw salt over him as a 
baby, we were assttred that he would have 
luck for at least 7 years. It's turned our, 
though, to be 25." 

Before beginning his travelling lecture 
series, Pepper has decided to visit his relative 
Jimmy Dean for a relaxing vacation. 

"He'll help me get to the meat of my 
ideas, and really give me speeches a Grade 
A feel," Pepper cheerily concluded. 

Dr. Pepper was awarded the highest honorary doctor· 
ate degree from UTO at a special ceremony held Jut 
month. The Doc's upcoming pllns lrwolve going on 
extensive lecture tmel explaining tbe dlffk:altles, re
sponslbflltles, and prtvlleges of being the gods' "Sweet, 
Sweet Nectar." 
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Campus has turned a beautifu! sp.ade 
of green in the last week, ~nq:!!s ,not 
just the foliage. Waterview, neVf!i:h:Qss
ing a cJ1ance to Steal some extta. dollars 
from the students, has used the changing 
weather to add some green of their own . 
- to their wallets, that is. 

With Spring approaching, th~ flowers 
are blooming and the birds are moVing, 
and recently two ducks have taken up 
residence in the Phase Three pooL 

When questioned, the ducks replied 
"Qyack, quack quackers," which was in
terpreted to mean, "Well since no one 
else was using it, we thought it was up 
for grabs." 

And indeed it was. But so, appar
ently, is students' money. Waterview felt 
that the ducks move classified as illegal 
residency and attempted to charge the 
ducks for monthly rent. Upon discov
ery that the ducks were unable to pay 
the fees, Waterview decided to push the 
monetary burden upon the students. 

"It's the srudents pool an~a~.rigJlt? 
"So if they want· to invite newqie~~() h~e 

there, they'~:e gonna pay for it, J1~ the 
nose," remarked the top Waterview ear-
respondent. · 

As a result, each member of Phase ill 
has been charged an additional $50 in 
rent pee month. 

"We thought it was a nice r"ound 
number," the official continued. 

Students rushed to the office to com
plain, only to be stopped and issued 
speeding tickets by the UTD police. 

The Chronicle is Brought to You by: 
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Waterview is proposing 
to include freshman elec
tricity in monthly rent 
and charging $50 a stu
dent. Is this a good idea? 

"That's outrageous:' 
- Noah Combs, Junior Government & Politics ...-T lilt doesn' t sound fair for . 

.,.- those who live there. They 
might not use that much 
electricity per month." 

' • 

-John Howson, Senior 
Public Administration 

" IT' S GOOD FOR THEM. IT'S ONE 

LESS THING TO WORRY ABOUT." 

• FARHEEN SIDDIQI, SOPHOMORE 

GOVERNMENT & POLITICS 

" AT S O ME P OINT, Y O U 
HAVE TO GRO W UP. " 

- TARRAH LANTZ, SEN IOR 
GOVERNMEL\TT AN D POLITI CS 

The Qyote Board was compiled by Bencd~t Voit 



by Kimberley Allen 
kim.allen@student.utdallas.cdu 

ese days, it's hard to know which 
ews sources sensationalize and 

nftate the truth. Fortunately, 
AMP is a serious publication that never 
exaggerates for dramatic appeal. Our 
investigative journalists worked around 
the clock to uncover the cold, hard facts 
in these top news stories: 

Slain aid worker was 
tortured by AI ~eda 

0 Really? Tom Fox, a member of the 
Christian Peacemaker Team (CPT), was 
found dead in Baghdad on March 9th. He was 
another do-goodcr done-badder by the AI 
Qgeda meanies. 

Experts have thrown in the towel and de
cided it is impossible for the West to under
stand the paradoxical mind of the Al ~eda. 
As political wizard Will Durst so poignantly 
put it: "These guys spell their name with a 'Q.' 
it's not followed by a 'U;' they play by mles we 
don't even understand.~ 

CPT is an organization that seeks to end 
violence and oppression throughout the world 
and campaigns on behalf of detainees and 
civilians in Iraq. Fox and three other CPT 
members were kidnapped in November by 
a previously unknown terrorist group called 
the Righteous Breaking of English Grammar 
Rules Brigade, a subgroup of Al Qgeda. 

While many believe the killing of peace 
activists and aid workers is generally sucky, 
it has recently been postulated that terrorist 
groups convey their gratitude to humanitar
ian workers by abducting and kilJing them. 
Terrorists think it's " great way to expedite 

Entertainment I March 200~ 

the release of Iraqi prisoners by holding cap
tive and killing the very people who work to 
free them in the first place. 

Their methodology became apparent after 
the abduction of Jill Carroll, the still-hostage 
journalist and rightly-called "friend of Iraq" 
who sought to inform the world of human 
suffering caused by confuct in Iraq. 

Milosevic found dead 
in prison cell 

0 Rcally?The man most responsible for 
smashing Yugoslavia into a thousand little 
pieces, Slobodan lvlilosevic, was found 
dead in his cell recently. As the photo to 
the right reveals, it turns out he's been 
rather dead for the past three months. Just 
no one had checked. Milosevic was near
ing the end of an infinite-year trial for 
crimes against humanity. 

Milosevic,always a willful character, was 
defiant to the end, refusing to play musi
cal chairs with other prisoners and instead 
insisting on the "quiet game." Inmates and 
guards eventually began to wonder at his 
enduring silence. "I knew he wanted to 
win, but I really thought he was taking the 
game too far," said one inmate. "I thought 
perhaps he wanted to set a world record." 
It is suspected that prison guards became 
jeaJous when their fu nny faces could not 
cause Milosevic to break his silence. 

An autopsy is currencly being conduct
ed to address the rumor that guards poi
soned Milosevic out of spite. One guard 
has already confessed to the poisoning, 
claiming that Milosevic "looked at [him] 
in that tone of voice, so he got what he 
deserved." 

Bush shocked by arrest 
of former adviser 

0 Really? George Bush, the man who 
wages his own wars :md eavesdrops on 
his own people without checking on that 

Our ground-breaking, investigative journalism has revealed that Slobadan Milosevic, 
"quiet game" champion of the world, has in fact been dead for three months. Guards had 
been trying to rouse him with funny faces but were unsuetessful. 

minor detail of "legality", was surprised 
when Claude Allen, a former presidential 
adviser, was charged with returning over 
$5,000 worth of merchandise that he did 
not buy. Allen is under investigation for 
over 25 thefts at Target and other stores. 
Before resigning, Allen was the domestic 
policy adviser for the White House, which 
seems to explain quite a few of the Bush 
Administration's policy problems. 

Democrats say they are disappointed 
in Mr. Allen's actions. Many have be
gun to criticize the administration's lack 
of creativity and overall lameness. One 
anonymously comment~d: "When you 
hear about a White H ouse official getting 
busted, you'd hope it would be for some
thing so much better than cl1is, like securi-

. ties fraud or embezzlement. But robbing a 
Target? Are you kidding me?" 

College Board botches · 
SAT scores 

0 Really? For years, high school stu
dents around the country have blamed 
SAT scores ?n everything from too little 
sleep to "cultural bias" of the tests. 

Now it seems there may be a more 
valid way to shift the blame. According 
to (ollege Board, thousands of students' 
SAT scores were reported incorrectly. 

Some scores were not significantly low
er, but at least 16 were 200 to 400 points 
below what they should have been. Asjde 
from sending out the corrected scores to 
students and universities and offering a 
"my bad," ther~ isn't much College Board 
is doing to rectify the situation. 

Several law firms already smell a law
suit and are scouting for clients. Although 
this appears to be an isolated incident, it 
has shaken confidence in a supposedly 
fair and unbiased testing system. 

College Board believes that heavy rains 
caused the test papers to expand, which 
Jed to improper scoring by machines (no, 
seriously). Two students demanded a re
count, and when it was found their scores 
had been wrong, College Board had the 
scores of three test dates reexamined . 

College Board has considered several 
options to remedy the problem, including 
authorizing administrators at testing sites 
to call rain delays during the examination, 
canceling the test and rescheduling it as a 
doubleheader and even calling the exam 
early if five innings are already complete. 

The final decision came as a surprise 
since it was not among the early favorites: 
College Board said it will work on «new 
soft\Yare" to help prevent this problem in 
the future, ostensibly designed to stop all 
precipitation near testing dates. 
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·M ark Twain once reportedly said that "golf is 

a good walk spoiled." Paul Gallico, another 
American novelist, later saicl.,."If there is any 
larceny in a man, golf will bring it out." A 

month ago I didn't much care for golf, but I think you can 
see why I'm beginning to change my mind. 

What other sport can still boast of such elitism, such 
blatant bigotry and-inaccessibility to the general public as 
that great sport of go!£ Without a doubt, that rustic little 
game of sticks and baUs, referred to as "gowf" in Scotland 
some five hundred years ago, remains one of the more 
unique sports we play today. 

Don't get me wrong, I'm aU for equality and all that rub
bish, but a nice satisfYing - ism every once in a while just 
keeps things interesting. It's getting harder and harder to 

find charges of sexism, racism, elitism, and ageism all rolled 
into one neat little sport. A sport, 1 might add, that can be 
played safely behind white picket fences, stretching as far as 
the eye can see. 

Of course, by no means does that mean golf is perfect. 
Here's what Colman McCarthy, wrote in The Washington 

· Post in 1993: 
"Of our major professional sports, golf alone retains the 

lyrical innocence with which it began centuries ago ... Golf 
alone, despite huge purses, has remained immune to the vio
lence and vulgarity that have turned other sports into spec
tacles of sanctioned mayhem ... No other group of profes
sionals is self-ruled by an hoi10r code in which players call 
penalties on themselves. Golf etiquette prevails." 

Can you possibly imagine anything ore discouraging 
· that can be said about a sport? That may be the case but an 

honor code doesn't sell tickets. No-name sports stars 
don't draw crowds. A sport without sanctioned may
hem? ... Clearly golf is tn need of a serious makeover. 

Here are a few suggestions - just off the top of my head 
- that might heJp turnaround tl1e dive in popularity golf has 
been suffering from since before the days of television or the 
wheel: 

1. The Green. Playing golf on grass is about as mundane 
as caUing George W. Bush stupid. Fans will be drawn to the 
sport if they can be impressed by the chaUenge of the playing 
field. Rather than paying water bills and minoritie.s to maintain 
a course of grass, try something a little more thrilling ... like 
broken glass. 

2. Golf clubs. Two words: overrated. Players spend thou
sands buying the newest clubs from year to year, but to the 
Average Joe sitting at home, golf clubs are like Asians: they all 
look the same. Spice it up a little with more formidable tools 
to move the little white ball down the glass. Why not work 
out a joint sponsorship by the medieval reenactment societies 
of America and :fill the pros' golf bags with swords, axes, and 
spears? Who could help but be impressed' by the finesse ofTi
ger Woods flinging a golfball400 yards off the tip of a twelve 
foot pike? I know I would. 

3. Etiquette. Golf is such a slow game precisely because ev
ery group of players politely waits for the group before them to 
clear the fairway or green before teeing off. I don't even need to 
explain how this meets the perfect definition of boring. Rather 
than playing eighteen holes in a row throughout the day, why 
not let all the golfers share the same course at the same time. 
And I reaUy mean at the same time. If seventy pros are compet
ing in a tournament, why not have seventy tees set up at the 
head of the green? A sexy lady in a bikini can hold up a £lag 
at the front of the pack and when it drops they all tee offi 1he 
fleet of golf carts could be waiting at the sides, engines revving, 
caddies a"t: the wheel, and each pro sprints off down the green, 
polo-style. Ftrst one in rhe hole gets two strokes off his score. 

Of course, golf is still a game much like its players: rich 
white men as frightened to embrace change as the President 
of Mauritania· should be to take a tnp to Saudi Arabia. These 
renovations I am proposing, thought brilliant, may certainly b~ 
a long time coming. Of course-, there still bight be hope. ' 

"You know when there's a star, liwke in show business, the 
star has her name in lights on the marquee! Right? And the 
star gets the money because the people come to see the star, 
right? Well, I'm the star, and all of you are in the chorus." 

This beautiful nugget of amore-proprc was brought to you 
by Babe Didrikson Zaharias, the female super-athlete and golf 
prima donna. The comment was reportedly made at a special 
meeting that she caUed of the Ladies Professional Golf As
sociation. 

If we could just take a closer look at some of the sport's oth
er promising stars, there just might be hope for golf after aU. 
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Koala Bear Infestations 
and other facts about the late 

Mitch Hedberg 
/ ,~J 
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by Josh Allen 
jpa031 OOO@urdallas.edu 

If we hadn't known Mitch Hedberg, we wouldn't 
have known about Smackey the Frog, the British version 
of Smokey the Bear. We wouldn't even think about 
changing the cover of a Rice Krispies box. We wouldn't 
have been warned about the frustrations of playing tennis 
with a wall. 

And we would've missed out on one of the wackiest, 
funniest, most creative personalities in the history of 
comedy. 

The one-ye.ar anniversary of comedian Mitch 
Hedberg's untimely and unfortunate passing is quickly 
approaching. On the morning of March 30,2005, Mitch 
was found dead in a New Jersey hotel room following 
an apparent drug overdose. Nine years after his first big 
television appearance on "The Late Show with David 
Letterman," he had finally begun to break into the upper 
crust of comedians in terms of popularity. After all, there 
are two Facebook groups dedicated to him here at UTD. 
How far he could have gone as an entertainer will have to 
remain a mystery. 

So what separated Mitch from other comics? 
Extremely random, sometimes absurd one-liners were his 
forte. 

But reading his jokes just doesn't do the trick. Mitch's 
laid back delivery, from behind his trademarked shades, 
went hand-in-hand with his style of humor. If the 
audience's reaction to one of his antics was subpar, he 
would just sigh, "All right," followed by something like, 
"That joke was better than you acted!" 

The native Minnesotan began his stand-up career in 
about 1989 performing at comedy clubs in south Florida. 
He then moved to Seattle, where his routines gained 
momentum. Hedberg achieved a major milestone in 
1996 when he performed at the Just for Laughs Montreal 
International Comedy Festival. Soon thereafter, he 
received a call from David Letterman. in New York to 

Hedberg's One! Ltn~r~L:~:. .....................•• : 
''lf'you're an animal, you want to have a· beaver·! 
as a friend~ 'cause they have·some kick-ass • 
houses. Lakeside my ass, lake on!". 

appear on the "Late Show." It was to be his first of ten 
appearances at the Ed Sullivan Theatre. As he toured the 
country over the next several years, his popularity steadily 
grew to cult status. 

Mitch's success has not been confined to the stage and 
microphone. In 1997, "Los Enchiladas!", an independent 
film which Hedberg wrote, directed and acted, premiered 
at the Sundance Theatre. The comedy features the 
interaction between employees of a Mexican chain 
restaurant as it deteriorates over a day's time. In addition 
to his numerous stints on the "Late Show," Mitch also 
appeared on Foxs "That 70's Show," NBC's "Ed" and 
Cartoon Network's "Home Movies." In 2003, Comedy 
Centrlll sponsored his only two albums, Strategic Grill 
Locations and Mitch All Together, which were released 

Conledlln Mitch Heeurg was just llrutlnC on to tile biC·tillle 
COIMdy ICIM wMtl he was found ..a 1.1 his New Jersey hotel room 
llmost ... ,.., •• 11..:11 30,2005. 

as he toured with Lewis Black and Dave Attell. 
Mitch was not all that shy about his continual use of 

drugs and alcohol. A few of his lines were even centered 
around that fact (e.g., "I like the FedEx driver, because 
he's a drug dealer, and be don't even know it."). & the 
Pioneer Press describes: "His success occurred in light 
of, in spite of, and even because of his quarter-century 
affair with drugs and alcohol." In 2003, Hedberg spent 
two days in jail after an arrest for heroin possession. He 
downplayed the severity of the charged, claiming that 
he was only charged with misdemeanor possession of 
"paraphernalia and pills and things like that." 

Despite that reputation, Mitch had given up marijuana 
in the final years of his life. According to an interview 
found on MTV.com, he gave it up because it "didn't feel 
as good." Nevertheless, at the young age of 37, Mitch 
H edberg added his name last year to the growing list of 
comedians whose lives were tragically cut short (others 
being Phil Hartman, Chris Farley, andJohn Belushi). 

If you haven't been exposed to the great Mitch 
Hedberg's comedic genius, it's certainly not too late to 
discover it. The next time you have 12 bucks to blow on 
a CD, you might consider getting one of his works and 
finding out why his unique and purposeless observational 
humor is so appealing. Or at least hear why a koala bear 
infestation would be so much better than roaches. 

Rest in peace, Mitch. You are gready missed . 
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by Tally Zungia 
don'tknowheremailaddrt'ss!!!@email.com 

1 know some people that find UT Dallas boring. I guess 
1 could sympathize with their plight; if you're looking for 
fun around campus, there really isn't much to do except 
to play DDR at the Student Union and anger the Radio 
UTD DJ of the hour while eating waffle-shaped fries. 
But what 1 don't understand is .. . how could you ever be 
bored living near such a wonderfully entertaining city as 
Dallas? 

One of my favorite activities, one I'm sure many other 
people share, is hunting for CDs of music that I love. And 
Dallas is surely the place to do this. If you grab your car 
and go on 75 South, wonderful CD stores await you. Ftrst 
exit: Lover's Lane. Take a left and squeezed between a 
Panda Express (unlimited fortune cookies anyone?) and a 

Freebirds exists a place that I thought could only exist in 
my dreams: CD Source. 

Cd Source, my favorite CD store by far, is the place to go 
for any music fan whose budget isn't exactly inexhaustible; 
you can find pretty much anything ... but don't expect to 
find everything on your first visit. With new arrivals every 
day from people who sell their CDs, it's a treasure hunt 
waiting to happen. I recommend making a list of what 
you want, and checking the new arrivals section first. Then 
go wander through the alphabetically and thematically 
organized CDs that have already been archived. 

They have wonderful Rock, Jazz, Rap, Electronica, 
C lassical and Soundtrack sections. Most of the CDs are 
used, but you can get really good deals on new CDs too. 
If they don't have what you're looking for, they can order 
it for you. 1l1ey also have DVDs for sale at great prices. 
Since most of the used CDs don't have that pesky shrink
wrap on them, you can listen before buying them. They 
have four stereo systems with headphones that you can 
usc to peruse your finds. The average cost of a CD at CD 
Source is 7 dollars. Not bad! 

1 f you keep going and take the next exit, Mockingbird, 
take a left, go past Mockingbird Station, past Premier 
Video (a must-go store for foreign film fans or for people 

nir.tum<: tAkPn h v T:ollv 7unitf:o 

that cry when they go to Blockbuster) and drive until 
you hit Greenville Avenue. Take a right and you will 
find CD World. Here is where you want to go to get 
your concert tickets without having to pay for shipping 
or doing the awful will call. They offer mostly new CDs 
with great selection, but higher prices. You can also buy 
band T-shirts, buttons, posters or bumper stickers that 
you will regret putting on your car a few years from now. 
C D World is definitely a good place to go if you have 
something in mind and must have it new. 

While still on Greenville Avenue, you can pay a visit to 

the newly relocated Good R ecords. Good Records' CDs 
are mostly new, and strictly on a more "various eclectic 
coUege" sort of schedule. You can't really find any Fall Our 
Boy or Kelly Clarkson, pop music fans. The true magic of 
Good Records is that they do free in-srore concerts of 
bands scheduled to play later that day in the vicinities. 
They also stock any music magazine you could be looking 
for, and a good selection of band DVDs and pretty 
posters and gen~ral mercbandhe. This store is just plain 
awesome. 

If you're not broke from this CD excursion and are 
driving home with a lot of energy, there's one more rather 
interesting place on Coit and Spring Valley by Fiesta called 
Bill's Records. This place is mayhem of a most enjoyable 
sort. If you're looking for original vinyls instead of re
released editions, or posters that aren't made anymore, or 
anything else really, go here. I have a feeling you could 
find pretty much anything in the universe at this store. 

You will have to dig through literal mountains of crap 
to get to good things, but the good things will be great. It's 
a huge, unorganized store where nothing is alphabetized 
and every band in the universe has its representation. 
There are mounds of cigarettes at odd places and crates 
of awkward music. 

If you have a couple of hours to spare at least, I really 
recommend this place. Be prepared to haggle about the 
price; Bill really knows how much originals are worth 
and will charge you accordingly. No prices are marked on 
things (it's pretty much arbitrary), so you have to fight for 
your money's sake. · 

A last choice to try jf you really want something and 
you must havt: it that minute is to drive north on 75 and 
find the C D Warehouse around the Plano Parkway exit. 
Good new CD variety, good used CD variety, good CD 
store in general for every musical taste and every type of 
budget. So if you like music and go to UTD, you just lost 
vnur lll!:t I"Yrll~P Stnn hPin~ hnrp~l 
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Destination Imagination brings 
1,000 local school kids to UTD 

photo by Jim McA.ndrew 

Destination Imagination kids climb all over UTD's famous Love Jack 
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by Liam Skoyles 
lts033000@utdallas.edu 

A few weeks ago, during the first Sat
urday of spring break, nearly 1000 school 
kids ranging from first graders to seniors 
in high school descended upon UTD. 

M ost Comets were passed out or al
ready on vacation by the time that the 8:00 
to 3:00 competition started. The few who 
were still around had no idea why children 
would be prancing down Drive A by the 
conference center in bright costumes or 
sitting in groups by the classroom building 
making structures out of broken sticks. 

On the that Saturday UTD was host 
to the Dal-Rich D estination Imagination 
Regional Tournament. The tournament 
has been previously hdd at varying high 
schools in the area, but after months upon 
months of prodding, pleading and pan
icking, the regional DI officials agreed to 
change the venue to UTD. 

You may ask why on earth we even 
would want so many little kiddies running 
around our hallowed halls and interfering 
with our intellectual experiments. Why 
go through the fuss of changing an estab
lished routine that works acceptably well 
somewhere else? 

It is quite simple: we changed the venue 
in hopes that at Least one of those kiddies 
will gasp at the size of our lecture halls, 
·wander into our huge computer labs, or 
press a nose in awe against the cold glass 
of one of our shiny clean rooms. We did 
it in hopes that they will fall in love with 
UTD and eventually see UTD as a place 
they want to study in the future. 

Destination 1 magination is a creative 
problem solving competition that is gen
erally run through a school district's gifted 
students program (REACH for example). 

Students are expected to put many 
months of work into a skit that solves a 
problem like. throwing tennis balls back 
and forth across a room. They have to 
work together fostering teamwork and 
leadership skills, whUe being creative and 
thinking "outside the box". If YO'! listed 
these characteristics for UTD's recruiters 
they would fall over with glee. 

These students were exacdy the demo-

graphic that UTD needs. If we can bring 
them to campus for one afternoon every 
year from second grade to senior year, the 
chances of them going to UTD are tre
mendously increased. 

If we can bring more of these similar 
events to UTD, we can increase the,caliber 
of our students and, in turn, our university 
as a whole. 

Destination Imagination isn't the only 
program 9f this sort; there are plenty of 
programs and organizations that overly 
talented students take part in, especially in 
high school. 

The model that brought one thousand 
Destination Imagination kids to UTD 
.can be used Ol) Quiz Bowl, Math Club, 
Speech and Debate, Mock Trial, Chess 
Club, Moot Court, Student Congress, 
Model United Nations ... the list goes on. 

Everyone one of these programs has 
some sort of competition that could be 
held at UTD. With each competition 
more talented and prospective students 
would be brought to UTD, more inter
ested and informed adults would look at 
UTD with new eyes thinking about their 
children's future, and more of our commu
nity would mention UTD with fondness 
rather than with surprise. 

UTD is in the middle of a sprawling 
urban spread; there are six or seven huge 
high schools within a stone's throw. l t 
still amazes me that some of those high 
school seniors still have no idea UTD is 
even here! 

We should be a center for community 
activity. We have the space. We have the 
organizations willing to lend a hand. VIe 
have an administrative staff begging for 
publicity. We need to get out and make 
the community realize that we are open 
for business, and are ready and willing to 
bring local people to UTD for whatever 
reason. 

Every person 1 talked to on that Sat
urday was full of compliments about how 
UTD had grown exponentially, how our 
campus was looking absolutely gorgeous, 
or how they had totally changed their per
ception of UTD in that one short after
noon. If UTD really wants to become the 
university to beat in Texas, it has to start 
with the community. 

The more UTD gets its name out there, 
the better it will be for all parties involved. 
The community would love to use UTD 
because we are a good resource. UTD 
needs to use the community because they 
are a great one. 
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March's finest releases make 2006 a banner year 
by Jordan Youngblood 

j ry031000@utdal las.edu 

D estroyer - Rubies '(Merge Records) 

And here is New Pornographers solo album #2 of the month, 
courtesy ofbizarre genius Dan Bejar and his Destroyer project. While 
This Night bit off a little bit more than it could chew and Your Blues 
went so off-the-maps with its instrumentation as to swallow some 
of his best songs to date, Rubies is Bejar's be~t all-around effort since 
2001's little-heard Streethawk: A Seduction. Bejar has no qualms 
about throwing everything at the wall and seeing what sticks, with 
lyrics self-referencing other songs on the album, building songs off 

obscure metaphors, and stretching his songs over 9 minutes to 1it 
in all the musical bits and pieces he can. Good thing he's brought 
some of his best hooks to this effort, with "Your Blood" chiming 
along with gleaming guitar and shuffling drums, "European Oils" 
content to build upon arpeggio piano chords until a huge distortion
drenched solo, and "A Dangerous \1\Toman To A Point" sounding like 
70's Bowie at his Hunky Dory-est: His voice may turn you off at 
first, but give it another spin. 

Mylo - Destroy Rock and Roll (RCA/Red Ink) 

Every so often, a record comes along that revolutionizes a genre 
of music, taking everyone. by surprise and making people take ·notice. 
This is not one of those records. Mylo's influences can be ticked off 
just as quickly as they pop up: Daft Punk; Royksopp; Orbital; Moby 
before he started to suck and write songs about people full of stars. 
However, that doesn't mean he can't cut a damn good record, which 
is exactly what this is. "Sunworshipper" lays back on California key
boards and lazy dmms, "Musclecars" and "Zenophile" are better Daft 

Punk than Daft Punk's been lately, and "Drop The Pressure" goes 
utterly nuts cutting and slicing the song's vocal hook until the beat 
snaps back and the elastic bass line thuds away. It's not supposed 
to make you think; this is the prime album for making your own 
bad Mitsubishi commercials at 1:00 AM driving down I -75 with the 
sunroof open and the stereo blaring. This isn't life-changing, nor will 
it give you new lyrics for your Live Journal, but it will make you hap
pier. That's no small thing. 

Neko Case- Fox Confessor Brings the Flood (Anti Records) 

Far from being the not-so-secret weapon in the arsenal of the New 
Pornographers, Neko Case has cut a niche for herself as one of the 
finest singer-songwriters working today. Her 2002 album Blacklisted 
added a darker, lingering edge to her blend of alt-country, and this 
album extends her closer to the pop-influenced writing habits of her 
fellow Pornographers. However, that ache and sorrow from the best 
country songs still permeates her writing, and her stun.ning voice (how 

a Canadian can sound so much like a reborn Patsy CHne escapes me) 
gives her lyrics about love and regret that much more power. "Star 
Witness" might be the best song of the young year, with Case sing
ing of her lover's death by car crash over gorgeous echoing guitar and 
violin. She's coming to town in April at the Granada; if the possibility 
of a song having twang from a broken heart, not a bad accent, doesn't 
send you running, consider it a safe investment. 

Sondre Lerche & The Faces Down Q uartet - Duper Sessions (Astralwerks) 

If you haven't heard Two Way Monologue, Sondre Lerche's stellar 
sophomore record from 2004, go pick up that record. Actually, wait 
until March 21st to do that, as you can pick up this CD along with it. 
Lerche, who came out with his first record when he was barely 19, has 
evolved significantly in the past few years, and this album is a· stun
ning capper to that development - a jazzy, confident set of songs that 
has his first fully coherent set of English lyrics (the man is a native 

Norwegian, after all), a tight backing band, and his voice in top form. 
"Every~ne's Rooting For You" jives along like some long-lost Tin Pan 
Alley classic, "Minor Detail" blends a Brazilian chord pattern with 
a jazz .rhythm, and "(I Wanna) Call It Love" brings in the strings to 
make the best pop chorus of the year. He's absurdly polite, too. Just go 
buy it on the 21st; if you miss out on the best natural pop songwriter 
going right now, it's your loss. 
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Belle & Sebastian prove once and for all that "twee" doesn't suit 

by Jordan Youngblood 
jry031000@utdallas.edu 

C 
ertain bands build cults. The instrumentation, the 
lyrics, the aura of the band - all congeal together 
to make a band completely irresistible to some 
people, and repelling to others. 

For a while, Scotland's finest band of misfits, Belle & 
Seb?-stian, were the epitome of such a cult-maker. The band 
never appeared in pictures, anywhere; on stage, they were shy, 
rarely interacting and hiding behind the amp stacks around 
them; their singles never appeared on album, thus forcing 
fans to accwnulate not only the full-lengths but the EPs. 
Stuart Murdoch sang of boys whose gay brother "took the 
heat off of them for a while", of girls who slept around but 
had romantic dreams of horses, and ultimately just a request 
to "get me away from here, I'm dying."They were the ultimate 
representative of quiet, sexually confused, intelligent kids who 
couldn't fit in (outside of Morrissey, of course). 

Not to say this was a bad thing - Tigermilk and IfYou're 
Feeling Sinister stand as two of the greatest albums of the 
1990's, and The Boy with the Arab Stmp not far behind- but 
after a while, the band couldn't escape the label of "precious" 
or, God forbid, "twee". Murdoch started letting other mem
bers place more of their compositions on the albums, but 
even at their best they tended to fall short of their frontman's 
effortless songcraft. Murdoch's own efforts started to fall into 
a rut, and by the time Fold Your Hands Child, You Walk L ike 
a Peasant and ill-advised soundtrack Storytelling came out, 
most people were willing to write off the band as a one-trick 
por1y. Violinist Isobel Campbell left the band, along with 
bassist Stuart David. 

And then something odd happened. 
Murdoch started to take back over the band. The people 

who remained really wanted to play. And from their start 
as a ramshackle group of college kids recruited to play with 
Murdoch, each member was now fairly accomplished at their 
instrument. Enter 2003's Dear Catastrophe Waitress, where 
Murdoch described his love for Thin Lizzy and staying loose 
while the band played (comparatively) muscular riffs and 
rhythms. The whole affair had a jovial, easy-going vibe; "If 
You Find Yourself Caught In Love" might be the happiest 
song to describe attacking a village, being too pretty to kill 
yourself, and God saving your sorry ass. 1llis year's The Life 
Pursuit was an all-out embrace of funky basslines, fuzzy key
boards, and (gasp!) guitar solos that rocked. Belle and Sebastian 
2.0 were born. But how would the older fans embrace the 
change? Could they still convincing play the older songs? 
Would Stuart hide behind rhe amps again' 

To answer each: yes, yes, and my Cod, no. 

At the Granada on Tuesday night was an energized, 
swinging, all-out rocking band playing with the confidence of 
knowing the material could win over any audience. And from 
the first notes of the night- a tribute to the older fans, playing 
"Expectations" from Tigermilk - the audience was completely 
theirs, ready to applaud just as much for the new songs as the 
approved classics. As a longtime fan, it was incredibly excit
ing to hear the older stuff; "Get Me Away From Here, I'm 
Dying", "Like Dylan In 1he Movies" and encore bam-burner 
"Me and the Major" (complete with a possessed guitarist 
Stevie Jackson playing harmonica like a true Southerner) all 
gained a new layer of muscle and power from their recorded 
versions, and listening to yourself singing along quietly with 
hundreds of other people to the first lines of "The State I 
Am In" has to rank with the greatest concert experiences I've 
ever had. But the newer material was as good or better- '1f 
She Wants Me" from Dear Catastrophe Waitress chimed along 
beautifully, "Sukie in the Graveyard"was as effortlessly catchy 
live as on record, "Dress Up In You" stood proudly among 
the B&S tradition of quiet ballads, and "White Collar Boy" 
unleashed keyboards that literally shook the Granada stage. 
Even the "bad" material was excellent, with "The Wrong Girl" 
from Fold Your Hands ... a thousand times improved live, the 
chorus bolstered by thick electric guitars and sharper drums. 

And Stuart ... well, he was on fire, dancing like a madman 
on stage, flirting with girls in the audience ("I wish you guys 

were me so you could see what I'm seeing; we've come from 
Minneapolis to find some real Southern belles"), slapping his 
ass and finally running out into the audience during "If You 
Find Yourself Caught In Love,"bobbing and laughing in the 
aisle while every camera phone in the crowd was put into 
use. The band was all about dancing last night - showstop
per "Your Cover's Blown" featured bassist birthday boy Bob 
Kildea playing a mean cowbell, "Electronic Renaissance" had 
a hilarious broken robot dance from Stevie, and general tom
foolery ruled. From people too shy to appear in photographs 
to absolutely owning the stage, Belle & Sebastian gave every
one at the Granada the best possible outcome of those quiet, 
confused kids: fully embracing their quirks and getting the 
confidence to, quite simply, rock. 

l'd be remiss to not mention openers The New Pornogra
phers, who ironically were minus the two members reviewed 
across the page. No matter; lead man A.C. Newman and 
replacement female vocalist Kathryn Calder brought some 
stunning harmonics in their stead, and the band punched out 
their particular brand of intricate power-pop in a great open
ing set. "The Laws Have Changed,""Use It", "It's Only Di
vine Right", and "Mass Romantic" barreled :tlong with ample 
energy, "The Bleeding Heart Show" was just as pretty li\'C as 
on record, and personal favorite "The Slow Descent Into Al
coholism" shimmied along to a wickedly ~imple rhythm and 
bobbing keyboards. · 
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The Frogs 

by Walter Voit 
wvoi t@student.tttdallas.edu 

ACROSS 

1.Airspeed 
5. Laser Eye surgery 
10. A certain uncle 
13. Singular singing female deer 
14. Best 
15. Kind of shaft 
16.1nterface to connect musical 
Instruments to a computer 
17. Punching bag in back of 
throat 
18. Buttlngly obsessive 
19. Fitting reward 
20. Belgian city 
21. Super Mario RPG character 
with beam, boost and whirl at
tacks 
22. Sound systems 
24. Taipei locale 
26; Former Italian currency 
29. _ Taytor 
30. Cout counterpart IJl CS 
33. Parisian structure 
38. tube 
40. Rebellious Dubliners 
41. Bora caves 
42. Themed one who throws in the 
towel 
4 7. Drenched 
48. _ de Ia Cite; cradle ot 
themed civilization 
49. If follower 
50. Malarial fly 
53. Many of #42 across 
58. _ four-minute mile (2wds) 
59. Class for thespians 
63. "Meet me at noon two 
o'clock" 
64. The King_ (2 wds) 
65.Sound 
66. Generation between Gen-Q. 
and Gen-S. 
67. Route across the southern US 

68. Maternal 
69. Ore deposit 
70. Asphalt or zip up in Unix 
71. Cold _: lip irritants 
72. Jacob's brother 

DOWN, 

1. mla 
2. Goodbye 
3. Wrote algorithms 
4. Klum 
5. Themed "Stammerer" King of 
800sA.D. 
6. Self-guided submerged ma
chines (abbr.) 
7._gun 
8. Not moving 
9. Bordering water as our themed 
locale 
10. Tendon 
1.1. Yel_low C!Jrved fruit without 
the B 
12. Round cased fruit 
23. Spanish cheer 
25. Master builder of sorts 
27. Wireless barcodlng technology 
28. It's_ world (2 wds) 
30. Broadcast letters 
31. Promissory note 
32. Either or, neither_ 
34. One who "Had to die, na na na 
na na ... " 
35. Addictive Blizzard offering 

-36. Before 
37. Rodent 
39. Long-time nemesis of themed 
locale 
43. South African golfer 
44. Sewing and Cleopat~'s fol-
l~wer , 
45: Gener.ll ~n themed locale 
46. Rate to mea~ure the ·price of. 
foreign goods (abbr.) · 
50. Characteristic 
51. Claus 
52. _ Wiggln 
54. Search letters left when you 
are not feeling luc!<J? 
55. Magic unlockers 
56. Twin bearing bear of sorts 
57. Scattered 
60. Clinton appointee Janet 
61. Petri dish substance 
62. Minute arachnid 

Answers to February crossword: 
~About Italy 

E s p H E A 

0 A D 

E V N N A 

R E· N T G H 

WANT MORE IN THIS SPACE? 
1-1-H s 
1--+-~ E 

1-+-+-+--HJ.---1--- N 

D 



Sudoku 

by Micheal Donaldson 
rnpd01200@'utdaUas.edu 

by Walter Voit · 
wvoit@student.utdallas.edu 

T:'ollowing the traditon of the 
r AMP puzzle page, we have 

our own 3x3 Sudoku ready and wait
ing. But we wanted to give you more. 

This month, we have a new chal
lenge for you: Hexadecimal Sudoku! 
Instead of numbering 1-9, this 
puzzle goes from 0-F, for a total of 
sixteen possible digits. 

The method for solving the puzzle 
is the same as a normal Sudoku, and 
this one's pretty easy. But to help you 
build up the strength for this beast, 
we have provided a lxl, 2x2, and 3x3 
puzzles for warm-up exercises. 

Just remember, look up occassion
ally and nod, for we hope that AMP 
is not causing a lack of responsive at
tention in any class here on campus. 

1# would like to apologize for last month's 
Sudoku puzzle. Due to a misprint, it was 
unable to be solved. Sorry for the frustra
tion for those of you who tried to solve it. 

D 
·~ 

I 2 
4 2 

4 

4 

6 9 

2 5 
c 
8 E· 

- 1 E 

0 

3 c 
6 B 
A 
D 4 

0 F 
E 7 

A 8 

4 D 
9 
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. 
4 6 

7 

8 3 9 2 

5 3 

9 1 
7 8 

3 6 5 4 
2 

A c 2 3 F 

0 1 E 3 6 

B 0 E 

F 7 9 5 c 
2 0 B 5 ~ 

9 5 4 

D c E A 
5 4 9 F 2 1 

8 2 7 ' . 4 D 
7 E D B 

; 

E 3 1 7 

6, c 2 A 
1 9 0 

F 7 E c 
B A c 7 

0 E 8 A 5 
. 

1 

8 2 4 

1 7 

5 8 

4 1 

2 8 1 ' 6 

3 

6 3 4 

7 B 
7 c 9 

4 D 6 

3 1 

A 4 

c 1 F 3 

3 6 2 

B E 0 

E F 0 5 
·a 8 9 

c 
1 7 D 
2 A F D 

4 

F E 0 8 

D 1 c 
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by Richard Voit 

rich.u-d.voi,@srudcnt.utd:dbs.cdu 

Barry Bonds and I are pretty much the 
same person. Neither of us c1air!'S tO have 
kno\vingly taken performance-enhancing 
drugs, yet both of us have (Bonds, want
ing to build muscle mass, began taking 
Winstrol, whereas I, wanting to smy up 
later, took calfeirte). 

But that's just where the similarities 
begin. He loves beef so much that he 
smrted injecting himself with trenbolone, 
a steroid used to improve the quality of 
bovine muscle. I love beef so much that I 
got the Texas T-bone the last time I was 
at Longhorn Steakhouse. 

Plus, now that his legacy is tarnished 
by this steroid scandal, Bonds - like me 
- will only get into the Hall ofFame if he 
pays S 14.50 for admission. So as you can 
see, we are exactly alike. So who wants 
my autograph? Anybody? Oh, you're all 
just being shy. 

Speaking about shy, did you hear about 
the two University of Tennessee basket
ball players who were busted with crack? 
The police kept asking them whose it was 
and \•here they got it, but the two players 
didn't Volunteer much informatio~. 

What bad timing, too, jus{ days be
fore the biggest college basketball tour
nament in the land. By the time this is
sue of AMP hits the shelves, two rounds 
will be in the books, but I'm still ready to 
make Final Four predictions. 

I've got Duke (a 1 seed), UConn (1), 
Gon7.1ga (3) and Boston College (4) as 
the last four standing. Since I usually lose 
March Madne-ss bets (tomUy legal, non
monetary bets, of course) sometimes even 
to girls (ugh!), I decided this year to pit 

March 2006 I ~ports 

ents 
From Bonding with your muscles, to com

pletely legal non-monetary Final Four bets, 

to the Olympic Powerhouses of Estonia and 

Croatia. Cashing in with my opinions ... 

myself against an opponent who is more 
in my league - random chance. 

That's right, I drew names from a hat 
and here are the Final Four results - NC 
State (10), Pitt (5), Winthrop (15), and 
Wisconsin (9). Chance, I'm totally gonna 
kick your taiL 

Or better yet, Chance, I'm totally gon· 
na punch you in the groin. That's what 
George Mason guard Tony Skinn did to 
a H ofstra player during a Colonial Ath· 
letic Association tournament game. Af
ter the game, Skinn apologized, saying he 
clidn't mean to punch his opponent. He 
meant to grab and twist. 

While we're apologizing, I'll go ahead 
and say sorry for this next bit.! really do 
try to keep politics out of this as much 
as I can. I mean, that's what the lesser 
impormnt sections of the paper are for, 
right? No need to waste precious sports 
page space on discussions of the future 
well-being of our children as far as I'm 
concerned. 

But J do need to say this: although 
the UN is a bunch of ninnies, its new
est proposed resolution is perhaps its best 
ever - that is, if 1 translated the Swed-. 
ish correctly. I think it said that in light 
of England's dismal performance at the 
2006 Winter Olympics - the Brits won 
a solitary silver in skeleton - the UN 
is changing the country's name from 
.. Great Britain .. to ··we Suck Br-itain." 
Other proposed names include "At Least 
We Have Bad Teeth Britain," and "Even 
Poland Beat Us Britain." 

Speaking about Poland, I kinda feel 
sorry for those Poles, and not only because 
they arc named for skiing equipment. If 
the so-called "good guys" had left well 
enough alone in World \Var II, they'd be 
partying right now with the rest of their 
German countrymen as world cham
pions of the world. Instead, they mke 
home two me-dals, a worse showing than 
the powerhouses of Estonia and Croatia. 
Talk about the ultimate backfire. 

Poland clid leave the Games, however, 

with a new country motto - •we may be 
awful, but at least we're twice as good as 
Britain.'' 

In other Winter Olympics news, 
American silver meda.l figure skater Sa
sha Cohen has reportedly been oflered 
a role in an upcoming Ben Stiller movie 
about, you guessed it, figure skating. 

I haven't even heard the plotline for 
the movie, but I'm ready to make three 
bold predictions.!) Ben Stiller will try to 
make it funny (see Zoolander et a!.). 2) 
lt will not be funny (sec Stiller's green
screen-suited performance at the Osears). 
3) Sasha Cohen will still be hot (see Sa
sha Cohen). One thing is for sure, it'U be 
way better than Ice Princess. 

OK, enough girly sports. On to cheer
leading. Did you hear about the Southern 
IUinois cheerleader who feU 15 feet onto 
her head during a routine, breaking her 
neck? Apparently she wanted to teach a 
lesson to a section of students who would 
not give her an "S" when she asked for it. 

Oklahoma police were much more 

Don't 11m a cow, Barry 8oGds 
didn't know he was taking stetolcls 
meant for cattle. What's m«e be's 
been offered an endotsaMnt dal 

as a spo~n for ChlcHi~A. 

cartoon by Benedk;t Volt 

willing than that section of students to 
hand out letters. When 20-year-old OU 
quarterback Rhett Bomar was spotted 
drinking a beer at a basketball game, cops 
were quick to dole out an MIP. 

Here's what I don't understand. If 
Bomar was so easily cited for underage 
possession of alcohol, why wasn't he cited 
for playing like a sissy in last season's 45-
12 loss to Texas? 

One more thing before we go. How 
craptastic would it be if the US lost at the 
World Baseball Classic? Amerit~'s Pas
time would become The World's Pastime 
and The World Series would become 
America's Series.! guess we(! just have to 
start beating everyone in soccer. 

OK, that's it. no more questions. l'U 
s~art signing those autographs now. 
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