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Special Report: Waterview's new emergency 
call boxes still don't all work reliably 

by kimberley allen 
kim.allen@student.utdallas.edu 

I used to feel safe walking home through 
parking lots illuminated with the warm blue 
glow of newly installed emergency call boxes. 
But now, I'm less sure of the security they 
provide. 

At 5:40am Sunday, April22, I was abruptly 
awoken by the fire alarm of a neighboring 
building in Phase II. I waited in bed for several 
minutes, expecting to hear police or fire truck 
sirens. When no fire trucks came for about 
10 minutes, I impatiently 'threw on a jacket 
and ran downstairs to see what was going on, 
fuming at being awoken on a Sunday morning 
after a 3am AMP production night! 

Residents of Waterview building 18 had 
gathered outside next to the blue lighted call 
box that should be able to reach the UTD 
police 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 

It was apparent that there was no fire, and 
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residents were attempting to call police using 
the closest emergency call box. One resident 
said he tried multiple times on two different 
call boxes, and each time the calls were cut off. 
Mter these failed attempts, he finally called 
Waterview and used UTD's police number 
given in the voice mail. 

As I waited with the residents in the pre
dawn light for police to arrive, I thought of 
how useless these shiny call boxes were. They 
were only installed this semester, after all. 

Reaction time from police was easily an 
abysmal 15 minutes from the time the fire 
alarm went off. Although it's concerning that 
it took police another 15 minutes after arriving 
to turn off the alarm, it's more concerning that 
neither the fire alarm itself nor the emergency 
cru.J. stations succeeded in alerting authorities 
of a potential emergency. 

This must be addressed. 
Waterview has been on the receiving end 

of numerous allegations of crime on campus: 
robberies, car-jackings, and rape, to name a 
few. The police must be more responsive to 
calls, but first, they must have reliable systems 
in place - including fire alarms and the call 
boxes- that let them know there's a problem 
to begin with. 

The bottom line: UTD spent gobs of 
money to install new emergency call boxes, 

Staff 

and they appear to be an improvement 
the old ones. Well, at least they look 

Waterview flyered all our 
stating publicly that the call boxes are 
regularly and will work when needed. 
all the money spent on these expensive 
stations - I dread to think precisely 
much - it is frightening that these1 

were unable to perform the simple 
for which they were designed. 

While my experience may be an anomalyO 
truly hope it was), this is a situation in whicb 
anomalies are not acceptable. When time is ~ 
the essence, students should not have to call 
Waterview's voicemail to reach the police~ 

Since this incident, reporters of A Modt 
Proposal have tested a few Waterview call 
boxes and received prompt response. ThiS 
is good, but until every one of them worki 
promptly every time, every day, it's not g 
enough. 

It is the responsibility of Watervi 
UTD, and campus police to make sure tha 
call stations are regularly tested and that 
students have the safest environment possiblt 
Although these call stations are used sparingly 
they must work in those rare instances whe 
they are needed. 

The safety of students is at stake, an 
something must be done. 
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Hannah Frank Juliann Peterson Art Zachary 

· Stephen Holmes Sophie Rutenbar 

Opinions expressed in this publication are those of the editor or writer of the article and are not nec~ssarily those of the 
University administration, 1he Board of Regents of the University ofTexas System or the Board of the publication. 
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If you give a ·mouse a cookie, 
he'll ask for a cafeteria to eat it 

~~ 

by bradley wallace 
hawkeye@student.utdallas.edu 

In the glaring absence of a cafeteria 
on campus, my friends and I have 
driven to the limits of our imagina
Lately, we've had the recurring idea 

starting a new club on campus. We 
something that can supply students 
good conversation, good food, little 
-up, and cheap dates. Equipped with 
idea, we realized we would need a 
name, so like any honest hardwork-

American, we stole it. Behold, we 
you ... 

The Breakfast Club. 
Alright, so we're delirious from our lack 

in the morning. The fact of the 
is, our school could use a cafeteria. 

need a venue for our games of "Toss 
Jemima," and our carpet doesn't need 

more syrup stains. 
The fix? An addition to a centralloca

maybe in a field with a certain LED 
at the intersection of Drives A and H, 

meat eaters, vegetarians, and maybe 
some Computer Science majors can 

Yet with all of our grandiose dreams 
. fantasies of lush, exotic meal plans, 
realize that aside from our food-fight 

from grade school, we're all 
virgins. Though this creation 

seem like an elusive seductress when 
comes to making it a realj.ty, it is still 

a mistress worth courting. So, being vir
gins, we decided to call upon some more 
"experienced" friends with the question, 
"How good is your cafeteria at satisfYing 
your needs?" 

Although there was the occasional hor
ror story, most replied that their cafeteria 
"tickles their fancy." 

To be sure, a strategic plan for a cam
pus cafeteria will not work if the food is 
poor, the meal plan expensive, 
or if the location lies 
university outskirts. 
Avoid these pit
falls, and a cam
pus cafeteria will 
work. One look at 
my "Kitchen Jenga" 
(pet name for the sink's 
pile of dirty dishes) and I 

sit down, dine and talk. Currently 
the Comet Cafe is too small, expen
sive, and distant from housing to ad
~quately support this socialization. 

Also, few students are adept at 
cooking well, much less cooking healthy. 
This is the age where we students form 
habits that will remain with us our entire 
lives; if eating healthy isn't on the top of 

our list, then we will pay for it. 

SSIK 
EHT 

KOO,C 

Though a cafeteria 
needs to provide 

structure for 
student sus
tenance, it 

~ . .::; .. - .:..: 

~· · · · .. · .. \ !H2oow aru see multiple 
. benefits to hav-
ing a school cafeteria. 

First of all, school 
cafeterias promote:: stu
dent life in a way that 
mimics college dorms. It's graphic illustration by austin edmiston 

needs some flex
ibility as well. I 

propose a system where a healthy staple of 
universals like pasta and potatoes is present
ed each day (and night), along with various 
du jours, which would allow for a variety of 
cultu.ral dishes like quiche and sushi. 

sad that students may never be able to say, 
"I met my husband/wife at our school caf
eteria." Many diverse and lasting friend
ships could be made within a centralized 
area where students from all majors can 

s 

The best 
style for 
college cafe
terias seems 

to be a buf
fet. The present 

Comet Cafe basi
cally has a la carte service, so a cafeteria, 
with blanket pricing, would nicely com

. plement our options. 
But meal plans should be opt~onal, and 

prices must be reasonable. It would be 
practical to provide 40-50 meals a month 
for $800 to $1100 a semester. This range 
could include an added deductible of up to 
$50-$100 which could be spent at either 
the Pub or Comet Cafe for days when stu
dents feel like a change. A pay-per-meal 
option would even improve commuter 
student life. 

A limited number of leftover meals 
could roll over each semester, which would 
ease the transition for new students, allow
ing them to find out what works best. 

Lastly-the payment plan. It's obvi
ous that adding a cafeteria would be a 
major project, but it's also a major plus 
for all students. I realize student fees 
might have to be utilized for payment; 
consequently,.it is best to ask the students 
what they want. 

So what are we waiting for? Oh yes . .. 
a name. How about "Cecil Greene Caf
eteria for Kids who Don't Eat· Good and 
Would Like to Drink Other Things Good 
Too"? Hell, if a corporation ~ill sponsor it 
we could even name it after them. There, 
done, no more burnt toast and turned 
milk; join the club in raising our glasses to 
bid cooking for ourselves, "Cheerio!" 

Austin Edmiston and jason Ronquillo 

contributed to this story. 
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by sophie rutenbar 
sophie.rutenbar@student.utdallas.edu 

Mourn the loss of lease transfers. 
Mter August 1, your lease will change, 

and you'd better be prepared. All leases in 
the Waterview apartment complex will 
become individual, and lease transfers will 
no longer be allowed. 

That means that if your roommate de
cides to move in the middle of the semes
ter, you won't be stuck paying her rent; but 
if you decide you want to study abroad, 
you'll be stuck paying the reletting fee in
stead of finding someone to take over your 
lease. 

The Waterview Commission (Presiden
tial Advisory Commission on Residential 
Housing) recommended the changes last 
summer. The Commission was formed to 
address allegations about safety, mainte
nance, and business practices published in 
the Dallas Observer on April28, 2005. 

Recommendation 5 encourages three 
changes: 1) individual rather than group 
leases, 2) creation of short-term leases and 
restructuring the lease schedule to match 
the academic calendar, and 3) eliminating 
lease transfers. 

-

' ' Until Waterview wakes up and smells the 
inclinations of the student body, let me encourage 
you to perform a simple act of civil disobedience: 
get someone you trust to live in the apartment and 
submit rent checks in your name, and no one will be 
the wiser. 

The last recommendation seems almost 
like an afterthought in the report ( utd .edul 
news/waterview), and encourages elimina
tion oflease transfers because most of the 
problems that lead to lease transfers will 
be solved by the first two changes and will, 
hypothetically, no longer be necessary. 

Individual leases currently exist in the 
freshmen phase, but the policy will be ex
tended throughout Waterview. 

I like the idea of individual leases; they 
would be a buffer against the dreaded Aw
ful College Roommates, and they'll give 
residents more freedom to study abroad 
or move without inconveniencing room
mates. 

But getting rid of lease transfers? That 
eliminates one of only two methods of es
cape from Waterview. The other is break
ing your lease, which ·requires an incred
ible sixty days' notice plus a reletting fee 
of 85% of your month's rent, even if you're 

' ' just moving across the complex. For the 
truly desperate-think black mold-and 
when faced by legal action, Waterview has 
caved in and moved residents to a new 
apartment. But for anything short of that, 
you've got to pony up and wait. 

To be fair, the Waterview Commission 
did create one positive change: short term 
leases specifically for students who are 
graduating in the middle of the year. But 
as this university tries to develop an inter
national focus, study abroad and the Of
fice of International Education are going 
to become more and more important. 

Without lease transfers or short term 
leases for study abroad students, the hassle 
of lease-breaking and the expense of the 
reletting fee will be one more deterrent 
for students thinking of an international 
education. 

So until Waterview wakes up and 
smells the inclinations of the student body, 

let me encourage you to perform a 
act of civil disobedience: get ovu.n.v .... 

trust to live in the apartment and 
rent checks in your name, and no one 
be the wiser. 

One obvious question after all 
why Waterview hasn't taken the 
step of treating intra-complex 
and real lease-breaking differently. 

Transfers within Waterview could 
be charged a fee for administrative 
like the current $50 lease transfer 
which is considerably more m2ma:~ealj 

than 85% of one month's rent. 
A trend among apartment 

or at least those who care about 
service, is to allow intra-complex or 
intra-company transfers. But 
is, after all, the apartment complex 
26 out of31 on the Richardson 
www.apartmentratings.com, with a 
awful rating of 1.63 out of 5. 

One is tempted to blame 
motives for Waterview's neglect of 
simple remedy, just as such motives 
to be behind the rent raise for . 
next year to cover the cost of electricity. 

Until Waterview residents cangetal 
perfectly, or at least until Waterview so 
its internal problems and can provide 
maintained apartments free of roaches 
mold, shouldn't we get the chance to · 
as best possible? Waterview's eliminatii 
of lease transfers without an appropri 
solution · or substitute is another b 
keeping us from that. 



help you 
~ew offices plan to improve conditions, but residents' input needed 

by juliann peterson 
jmp046000@utdallas.edu 

D utside my door it is dark and when 
I get home from class, my kitchen is 
a Grand Central Station for bugs. I 

1te Waterview. 
These kinds of student comments are cer

inly valid, but you must admit: complaining 
ut the problem doesn't accomplish much. 

action. 
At the Campus Housing Advisory Com

uttee meeting in March, committee mem
voiced severa.I complaints, but we also 

d responses from the Director of Hous
Operations, Matt Grief, and Area Man
ofWaterview Park, Jonathan Denton. 

Yes, Waterview and its management have 
ral shortcomings, but it became clear dur
the meeting that we the residents need to 
ve toward a more cooperative relationship 

· Waterview if we want to get the most 
~f their service. 

We can't expect to be treated like royalty, 
· g our shoes shined for us while we sit 

luxuriously drinking a margarita - vir
. , of course, in Phase VIII - and being 

fanned with gigantic palm leaves. 
Instead, there are a few small things that 

we can do to help Waterview help us. 
At the meeting, we voiced complaints 

that burnt out bulbs or incorrectly set timing 
mechanisms often leave students in an omi
nous situation as they fumble to find the right 

Making sure the pests are on time for their 
one-way departures from the Grand Central 
Stations that are our kitchens requires more 
of our cooperation than any other problem. 

Regular pest control visits require us to 
empty our kitchen and bathroom cabinets, 
which is always about as tantalizing a task 

key. For all they know, 
a man with a 6-foot 
sword-could be lurk
ing in the shadows. ' ' We can't expect 

as alphabetizing the 
contents of a grocery 
store by brand name. 

However, it's 
At the time of 

the last meeting, 
UTD lighting in
vestigations occurred 
monthly, but Mr. 
Denton has since in
creased these check
ups to a weekly basis. 
Additionally, timer 
controls have been 
replaced by photo-

to be treated like royalty, hard to keep any of 
the apartments pest
free for long if not 
everyone complies. 

having our shoes shined . 
for us while we sit back 
luxuriously drinking a 

In the most re
cent round of pest 
control, Mr. Denton 
claimed that 60 per
cent of apartments 
were not serviced 

margarita. ' ' 

electric controls, so that lights automatically 
turn on at dusk. 

With these systems in place, Mr. Denton 
claims that the number of lights out has de
creased from 40~50 per week to only one or 
two. Still, those one or two lights can be rem
edied as quickly as possible if you personally 
take thirty seconds to call and report them. 

It is not the intention of Waterview to 
wait for 40 bulbs to expire before taking ac
tion, but it is impractical to survey the light
ing status more often than once a week to 
look for problems that may or may not exist. 

because 20 percent 
of residents refused entry and 40 percent were 
not prepared. 

Moreover, some apartments demonstrate 
an impressive ability to be surpassed in clean
liness only by garbage dumps, a particu
larly alluring quality for bugs searching for a 

. friendly an~ practical neighborhood to settle 
down in. 

So, keep your places relatively clean and 
bite the bullet when it comes time to prep for 
pest control. . 

You and your neighbors will be thankful. 
But what about those work orders that 

seem to fall into oblivion? 
If you've actually filed any work orders 

lately, hopefully the vast improvements Wa
terview has made recently in that area have 
not gone wholly unnoticed. 

The maintenance staff size has doubled in 
the last two months and cons quently both 
response time (how long it takes to address 
a problem) and turnaround time (completion 
time) have improved. 

Mr. Denton also aims in the next month 
or so to improve quality of work and expedite 
the turnaround time to 24 hours. 

Still, if you find the job taking longer than 
acceptable, Mr. Denton admits that the sys
tem is not yet perfect and encourages you to 
call and inquire on the status of your order to 
ensure that it has not been misplaced. 

Also, take note that you can report your 
problems via phone (972-454-5000), email 
(service@waterviewparkapts.com), or in per
son at the leasing office. 

Hopefully beginning May 1, you will also 
be given the opportunity to take an online 
survey about the quality of the work com
pleted and be entered to win a gift card. 

So, continue to have fun complaining 
about Waterview, as long as you can remem
ber to stop every once and a while to do your 
part. 

With our help, Mr. Grief and Mr. Denton 
are very scapable of unleashing the wrecking 
ball on Roach Grand Central Station and 
transforming Waterview into a more pleasant 
place to live. 
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Thoughts from the 
Submit your thoughts, comments or rebuttals to sto~ies 
SIS and campus advising 

Dear editors, 
I encountered some problems trying to 

register for my fall courses. I am a Com
puter Science major and I was trying to 
register for CS 4337 (a CS requirement), 
which needs CS 2336 as a pre-requisite. 

It turns out that CS 2336 is Computer 
Science II (CS2). Being a junior, I have 
taken this course. I actually took CS2 (CS 
2315 at the time) in the spring of 2004, 
two years ago. I needed CS 2336 as a pre
requisite and CS 2315 just wasn't good 
enough. 

Since SIS didn't accept CS 2315 as a 
pre-requisite, I had to go in to the CS Ad
vising office and waste mine and my advi
sors time trying to register for this course. 

It's a simple process but there wouldn't 
be a need for it if the issue was resolved 
in SIS. I am not the only student who 
has this problem. Anyone who took CS2 
before the course number changed has to 
register with an adviser for courses that re
quire CS2 as a pre-requisite. 

'That's four required CS courses. 
I am wondering why I still have to deal 
with this nuisance; it's been at least 3-4 
semesters since the change in course nur;n
bers. 

Is the staff that administers SIS too in
competent to resolve this matter? Are they 
simply lazy? Are the semesters too short 
to resolve registration issues? 

I believe the amount of time wasted by 

students and an advisor on this is far less 
than the time it would take to fix it. 

The Computer Science program has 
some of the best and brightest students 
in the Computer Science field. If the 
staff needs more help, there are plenty of 
competent, well educated students here at 
UTD that could be used to resolve issues 
such as this. 

-Sebastian Schagerer 

junior, Computer Science & Software 

Engineering Major. 
s.schagerer@student. utdallas. edu 

SG election coverage 

Dear editors, 
I am just writing to say how disap

pointed I am in the Editor's commentary 
for the April 2006 issue. While the article 
is indeed prefaced with the warning that 
"[o]ur modest opinions are inherently bi
ased", there is absolutely no attempt to be 
fair. .. 

It is a joke to pretend that this is an 
article that is actually analyzing the 
candidates. Her endorsement even 
somehow finds it way into the title of 
the article. How kind of the editors to or
chestrate it so that one doesn't even have 
to read the article to witness the disgust
ingly blatant favoritism. 

All of this, however, is even a separate 
matter from the disrespect shown to Ryen 

Maddox. As 
appalled of 
doesn't 
called a 

-Sannah Bitar 

Freshman, Undeclared 
smb048000@utdallas. edu 

Dear editors, 
Let me begin by saying that I re!liin 

the highest regard for your editorial · 
Additionally, I respect and encourage your 
attempts to promote political discourse on 
campus. 

I do not, however, appreciate the means 
AMP pursued in this recent SG election. 
I believe that the inflammatory remarks 
made about Ryen and the overwhelming, 
and some would say unwarranted, bias in 
favor for Felicity were simple cheap stunts 
to increase readership for the paper. 

Additionally, your comments about 
Ryen Maddox were unfounded, and in
accurate. Juxtaposed to other candidates, 
Ryen has a great deal of leadership e&Xperi
ence. 

Saying that she is just a "sorority girl" 
is highly prejudicial, stereotypical and in
correct. Ryen has done all of this work for 
the University while working to pay her 
own tuition. Ryen, like the average UTD 
student, does not have her entire tuition 
pre-paid ... 

• • 

f 

I had never hearg of Felici 
the day that'f filed to ru 

for Senate. · do not say this to be rud 
I j;)elieve that this gCies to show that n 
orgahization' can make holistic claims tc 
V.Cilrd ... ~ qualifications of others, especial 

'ly ~ , their members is a part 
involved. '· ' . 

I will add that I believe it was tacky t' 
publish this editorial on the morning o 

day 2 of 3 of the SG election. Had .it oe 
released a week in advance Ryen wou1 
have had adequate time to rebut the state 
ments attacking her character that wer 
made by the editorial staff .. 

AMP and Greek Life had traditionall 
had a positive relationship. Your generou 
donation of a page out of your February is 
sue for Val-o-grams helped us raise near 
$300 for the Court Appointed Speci 
Advocates of Collin County who repre 
sent abused and neglected children ... 

As for me, I am proud to wear ~ 
Greek letters . I am proud to call UT] 
home. And, I am very proud to call Rye1 
Nicole Maddox my sister. 

-J Amber Ahmed 

Sophomore, Government and Politics & 
Business Administration I 
jamberahmed@gmail. com 

These letters to the editor were sent to A Modest Proposal via email (amodestproposal@gmail.com). A Modest Proposal reserves the right to selectively print letters or portions thereof 

yearning to 
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A perfect 
electoral 

Why SG's election . S 
code needs revision 

by sophie rutenbar 

i 
I ' 

l 

sophie.rutenbar(<Ps tudent. utdallas.edu 

Few UTD students could have escaped this year's Stu
dent Government elections. From tents to barbecues to 
gazebos on the SU Mall, SG candidates were more visible 
than ever, contributing to a record election turnout. More 
than 1400 students voted, up from counts of less than 
1000 in previous years. 

The election's end was suitably controversiaL Results 
were finally certified on Thursday, April 20, more than a 
week after polls closed, with Basheer Benhalim win.ning 
lhe president's spot 696 to 693 over Manfred Mecoy, and 
with Felicity Lenes defeating Ryen Maddox 745 to 628 
for vice-president. One thing was apparent after all was 
!aid and decided: a significant part of the blame for the 
controversy should go to the election code itsel£ Event 
ifter event created a perfect electoral storm, exposing 
many of the code's flaws. A quick peek behind the scenes 
to check out just a few of the problems will provide an 
illustration. 

The election code doesn't technically allow for a re
count, which occurred the day after the official vote count 
thanks to an initial tie between Benhalim and Mecoy, 
695-695. The code was last revised when online elections 
!till seemed a viable possibility, so in one place it expressly 
I forbids a recount because of the impossibility of recount
ing online ballots. The Election Committee presumably 
took their jurisdiction from another part of the election 
code, which allows candidates to request a "written ad
~sory opinion" from the EC within twenty-four hours · 
after the election ends. 

A more visible hitch regarding this very publication 

tion Committee became embroiled in a significant 
controversy over AMP's election editorial, which 
encouraged students to vote for vice-presiden-
tial candidate Felicity Lenes. Subsidiary con
cerns aside, the real question put before the 
Election Committee was AMPs status: is 
it a campus publication like the Mercury 
and therefore accorded the same ability 
to editorialize support for a candidate? 
Or is AMP just a student organization 
and therefore subject to election code 
rules on endorsements by student or
ganizations? A Modest Proposal, 
which was founded almost 
two years ago, is never 
mentioned in the 
election code, nor 
are there even 
general guide
lines to make a 
distinction be
tween student 
organizations, 
campus orga
nizations like 
SUAAB, and 
campus publica
tions. 

All these issues 
reveal just the tip of the 
iceberg. A close reading of 
SG's election code will show that 
it's overly restrictive in some spots, woefully vague in 
others (particularly when it comes to punishments, the 
Election Committee, and the appellate Judicial Board), 
and sometimes even self-contradictory. 

One of the code's biggest problems is its restrictive
ness. Anything that breaks UTD students out of their 
apathy is a good thing. Why shouldn't candidates do 

their best t o g e t s tudents ' 
attention in order to get their ideas 

across, even if that means distributing a 
few free cookies? And why couldn't SG's 

spring election become one of this universi
ty's very few big annual events? SG, if prop

. erly managed by committed representation, is 
one of the few avenues available for students 

to really improve this university. Shouldn't 
the election code reflect this by allow-
ing candidates to do their best to win? 
And if this means overhauling the 

financing, endorsing, punishment, and 
advertising sections of the election code, 

then so be it. 
Of course, limits are impor
tant and I encourage SG 

president- and vice-presi-
dent-elect Benhalim 

and Lenes to invite 
the student body, 

1he Mercury, and 
of course A Mod
est Proposal to par
ticipate in the dis
cussion. So, in the 
proper democratic 

spirit, if you happen 
to run into one of your 

representatives over the 
summer, make sure you 

remind them of their duty 
to all UTD students to fix the 

system. 
In the spirit of transparency, the author would like to 

clarifY that she is a graduating, fourth year SG senator and 
former Vice President of SG. Due to conflicts of interest, she 
resigned from her post as Election Committee chair at the be
ginning of the filing period to campaign for the Student Action 
Alliance . 
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"VietCoag" p.-eseace 

Oozeball expe.-ieace 
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by benedict voit 
benedict.voit@student.utdallas.edu 

Continuing what The Mercury de
scribed as "UTD's best tradition," the 
Student Ambassadors recently held the 
annual oozeball tournament. For those 
unfamiliar with the game, oozeball is vol
leyball played in ankle-deep mud. 

Unless you take a face-plant in the 
ooze, it is hard to appreciate the fun that a · 
little dirt and water can pr~vide. ' 

The tournament was a great success, 
bringing out hundreds of students in a 
day-long competition. Dean Coleman 
even upheld the tradition of leading the 
faculty against Student Government. 

But despite the great weather and the 
free food, the competition was dirtied by 
the student's apparent lack of kQ.owledge 
of American history. 

Mter fierce -:om petition · through a 
double e~mination bracket system, who 
was the winner of the Oozeball tourna
ment? The VietCong. 

That's right. The shortened name of 
the VietNam Gong San - the Vietnamese 
Communists. 

This group of"patriots"was responsible 
for the insurgent actions in South Viet-: 
nam against the United States and our 
llllies. They staged the infamous Tet Of
fensive starting in early 1968, ignoring the 
holiday cease-fire, and carried out military 
assaults on embassies, military bases, ma
jor cities, even the Presidential Palace. 

I agree that for the Vietnamese, some 
of these guerillas may have been, or even 
are, considered heroes, as they had great 
effect in helping free the country of the 
occupying Americans. But this is the same 
position the Iraqi terrorists hold today. 

It was these blows against the armed 
forces that shook the public will at home, 

At the competition two members of the winning "VIetCong" Ooztball team proudly display their body 
paint representative of the VIetnamese guerillas; Tllelr faces have been blurred to avoid recognition. 

fueled the protests, and led to a complete 
bottoming out of home support. . 

This sinking pride resulted in not only 
the smearing of the image of the U.S. sol
dier, but worse yet, pressure on the admin
istration that led to more conservative ac
tions - actions that arguably cost the lives 
of thousands more U.S. troops. · 

Now, here we are, over three decades 
later, and the implications of these actions 
seem to have completely disappeared. 

Showing their spirit with body and 
face paint at the competition, the team ap
peared all too happy to accept this chosen 
name. When asked why they had named 
themselves such, the smiling reply was 
something along the lines of "it's funny." 
One of the team members admitted to not 
knowing 'who the VietCong were. · 

Vietnam was and still remains one of 
America's extremely controversial wars. 

But whether we, as later generations, 
agree with the decisions of the time or 
not, we do not have the right to blatantly 
ignore the facts. 

Thousands of America's best young 
men and women died serving their coun
try. Ask any adult of that generation and 
they are guaranteed to know or know 
of classmates, friends, even family that 
served. Many of them never came home. 

And so 30 years later, for young ener
getis; students to celebrate a beautiful day 
with a prized school tradition with shouts 
of "VietCong! VietCong!" is an insult to 
those citizens in uniform who served in 
Vietnam, and those that serve today-risk
ing their lives and futures fighting against 
other forms of insurgents. 

I would hate to think that when our 
generation reaches mid-adulthood that 
the next group of excited undergraduates 

' ' I would hate to 
think that ... the next 
~oupofun~crer·er~Lttua• 
will take the field . 
dressed as the 19 ~u..o.•~.a'"'ll 
bombers, or Zarqawi's · 

priVate guard. ' 

. cide bombers, or Zarqawi's private 
The worst part, though, is not that 

team was named as such. The problem 
mains in the fact that such a name was 
cepted. Had the Black Panthers or the 
or the KKK signed up, .there would. 
been at least some awkward glances. 

But as "VietCong!~ chants rang 
the court, there were only smiling 
tors to cheer them on. 

This emphasizes a tleeper 
Were it only a select few individuals 
chose to participate, it could have 
overlooked. However, the fact that 
action is allowed because of today's 
tance norms," only highlights 
serious educational and societal prc•ble:ms.f 

Going through school today stresses 
mixing of cultures, an acceptance and 
erance of other cultures and beliefs. 

• This is great. But it is not great 
it is at the expense of historical fact 
memories oflost loved ones. 

Forgetting the struggles this 
has gone through may make learning 
tory easier. 

But when later it becomes time to mab 
tough decisions - perhaps on something 11 

horrific as war - having a rosy-picture rf. 
history will only cloud our judgments, -en· 
danger ourselves and our allies, and wont 
of all, blemish t}le memories of those that 
gave their lives to allow us to have these 
freedoms we so often take for granted. 
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The sickness might be going down, but costs keep going up 

by ben dower 
kaiser.benjamin@gmail.com 

Being the healthy, robust creatures that college stu
dents usually are, rising health care costs may not be our 
biggest concern. Unfortunately, the current crisis affects 
everyone, not just the sick. Between 2000 and 2004, 
workers' costs for health insurance have risen by 36 per
cent. As illustrated by GM, this is a huge problem for 
businesses all across the market. Meanwhile, in 2003, the 
number of Americans without health insurance rose to 
a record 45 million. Unlike Social Security, the Health 
Care crisis isn't happening twenty years from now, it's 
happening today. 

But why is the cost of medical aid going up? First, the 
United States has an increasingly aged population. As 
those baby boomers chug along into their fifties and six
ties, they require increasing amounts of care. Secondly, 
there's the hazard cost. Because most people have health 
insurance, they aren't paying for their medical care di
.rectly. And if you're not paying for your treatment, you're 
more likely to take personal risks or take unnecessary 
medication. Drink up boys (your cough syrup, that is) 
because it's not on mel Health insurance is a hypochon
driac's dreams come true. 

And when it comes to purchasing medical care, peo
ple are always willing to pay for the best. Think about it. 
You're sick and the doctor tells you that you have two 
choices: you can take the red pill, which is two years old 
and will fix your contestation in a day, or you can take the 
brand new blue pill, which will fix the problem within a 
matter of hours. Almost everyone will take the newest 
technology, particularly when his or her healthcare in
surance is covering the tab. The drug companies love this 
aspect of human nature and in response they are always 
pushing the greatest and most expensive treatments, even 
if a cheaper alternative exists. 

There's another problem that is unique to health care. 
lfl have a ten-year-old car, there comes a point at which 
it stops being worth the repair cost. I'm only willing to 
pay for the increasing maintenance cost for so long before 
I decide it's time for a new vehicle. How many people are 
willing to say that about their parents, or grandparents? 

When human life is at stake, no price is too high. The 
statistics show that 80% of health care cost is incurred by 
20% of people. This reflects the huge expense of the more 
advanced procedures, such as organ transplants or knee 
surgery. Few eighty-year-olds,(or their children) are will
ing to say "You know what? Don't bother. I'm not going 
to live much longer anyways, it's not worth it." 

And don't forget about adverse selection. Why would 
a healthy person be willing to pay the high cost of health 
insurance? A person in ill health, or someone that thinks 
they will be in ill health in the future, is more willing to 
buy health insurance. 

Thus, the people that purchase insurance are the ones 
most likely to need it and there are less healthy people to 
pick up the tab. Thus insurance companies have to charge 
more, which results in more healthy people leaving the 
market. It's a vicious cycle. 

These are all facto.rs in the high cost of medical ~are. 
That's not even mentioning malpractice. There are a vari
ety of solutions that have been proposed. The Bush plan 
is to create Health Savings Accounts. 

The idea is simple: if people were forced to pay for 
more of their health care, they would be less frivolous 
and would choose cheaper medicine. Physicians would be 
more willing to put the patient first, rather than the em
ployers and insurance (the people that pay them now.) In 
this plan, employers and employees are enticed (through 
tax deductibles) to put money in their HSA accounts. 

A typical HSA plan would work like this: when buy
ing medical treatment, individuals first spend from their 
HSA account. If they exhaust their funds before reaching 
a certain point, they will then pay the rest out-of-pocket. 
However once they reach their deductible, the insurance 
will pay all the remaining cost. In short, it puts insurance 
back into its original role as something that is only used 
during a rare crisis. 

I like this idea. I think it's an improvement over what 
we have now. But it has its share of problems. The most 
obvious flaw has already been stated: it is the high-end 
treatments that incur the vast majority of cost. The HSA 
system may not fix the problem only lessen its impact. 
There is also a question of deferment. . 

If the insurance covers only expensive procedures, 
there is more motivation to let a problem fester into a 
one-surgery-fixes-all rather than taking daily medicine. 
While most people wouldn't be willing to endure that 
kind of hardship just to save money, being poor forces 
sacrifices like that all the time. 

If you don't like the HSA plan, there are alternatives. 
Even if you don't like the idea of national health care, 
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Care Insurance. Beyond helping the previously men
tioned 45 million people, this system greatly simplifies 
the administration problem. If everyone gets healthcare, 
less time is spent filling out forms and fighting through 
a sea of bureaucracy. Medicare spends only 1% of its cost 
on administration compared to 13-16% by private medi
cal providers. On the other hand, do we really want to 
give government that much control over our health? 

No matter what plan you favor, it is clear that the 
system needs change. With costs skyrocketing and more 
and more Americans going without medical care, reform 
is only a matter of time. 
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Superpow.er struggles 
Why America should pay a bit more attention to our neighbor to the East 

by liam skoyles 
lts033000@utdallas.edu 

For the past 15 years, America has been the driving 
force behind a singular period of human history where 
it has sat unchallenged as the universally accepted "su
perpower." This period of democratization, human rights 

activism, and relative stability is about to end simply be
cause of the arrogance and ambivalence of the American 
people and its political system. 

America ascended to its position as absolute power 
with t~e almost comically precipitous fall of the Soviet 
Union. Communism was vanquished, and America as
sumed sole leadership of the globe. 

Economically, globalization allowed American inves
tors and entrepreneurs to guide other nations into capital
ist and free market societies. Militarily, the United States 
declared itself head of the "Global Police" and maintained 
an excessive military for a nation without battle-worthy 
enemies. The GulfWar showed the world that America, 
with a fraction of its fighting force, could decimate one of . 
the most battle-hardened militaries on the planet while 

counting casualties on one hand. And culturally, Amer
ica's overly casual "whatever, would you like fries with 
that?" attitude infected the globe. 

This was mostly because of its role as an understand
ing, diplomatic protector of Western Europe and Japan 
during a time when much of the rest of the world was 
in the ravages of communism. Mter the fall of the So
viet Union, America knew, and everyone else in the world 
agreed, that it was the sole superpower. 

The concept of a superpower is not a new notion in 
global politics. The ebb and flow of history has produced 
plenty of nations that dominated the globe politically: the 
Pan-Hellenic Empire inhaled cultures thousands of miles 
apart, the Mongol Empire collapsed simply because there 
were not any more civilizations to conquer and the British 
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Empire at one point controlled two-thirds of the earth's 
surface. 

A superpower is a nation, with or without direct politi
cal control, that people all over the globe turn to in times 
of crisis. 

In this sense, the concept of a superpower is entirely a 
mental construct. A nation is a superpower because other 
nations believe so, and more directly, because its citizens 
believe so. It is this belief that raises a nation above simply 
being politically active to being a superpower that leads 
the world. 

One could argue that the United States as a sole su
perpower has been an overall positive influence on the 
world. The emphasis on democratic ideals and human 
rights, however effectively implemented, has provided a 
positive goal for much of the globe. 

It can be argued without much effort that the earth as 
a whole is better off now than 15 years ago. If our time 
as a superpower has, so far, been a time of positive move
ment in the world, why let it slip away because of a bad 
attitude and a complacent outlook on the world? 

For the past few years, Americans have been doing 
something that the populace of no other superpower has 
ever done: discussing who will be the next superpower. An 
army of armchair philosophers have been talking about 
how China is the next big thing and will soon 
overcome the United States in terms of eco-
nomic, political and 
military influence. 
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Some of this may be true-China is a huge economic 
powerhouse, well-placed to become a political leader in 
the Far East. But simply having a well-placed opponent 
is not a reason for the United States to knock itself off the 
superpower pedestal. 

If we truly believe we are second to none, then our 
pride and passion will keep our nation at the head of the 
pack. But, if the United States believes it is going to be 
defeated in the global race for power by China, it inevi
tably will be. 

America still has the upper hand on China, and even 
if we are burning our "geopolitical capital" on unpopular 
wars and resources, we are still the leader of geopolitics. 
However, because or"American citizens' attitudes of de
featism and complacency, it is easy to see how this belief 
could spread to other nations. 

The United States is at a political crossroads, it can 
continue to see China as a threat and create a political 
rivalry that will take a large portion of our resources to 
surmount (if even possible), or it can incorporate China 
as it truly is: a huge and lucrative market for the American 
economic system. 

Recently, Chinese President Hu Jintao made an his
toric state visit to the United States. This was the first 
visit he had made since being elected President of China 
in March of 2003, and his itinerary made the political 
scenario between America and China quite clear. His first 

stop: Bill Gates' mansion for a diRner with the corporate 
elite of America. He dined with Bill after passing anti
software piracy legislation favorable to Microsoft that was 
reported to make the company $400 million dollars in a 
day. This is the way China is best suited to serve Ameri
ca-as a huge and untapped market. 

When President Hu finally did make it to the White 
House, President Bush met with him for a single hour's 
worth of luncheon and had a press conference after
wards. 

This political snub was unnecessary and unwise. 1he 
United States can control China from within much easier 
than through external policy decisions. 

If the United States truly wishes to remain the lone su
perpower, then we must maneuver China into a position 
of managed subservience rather than political rivalry. 

The United States has been a positive influence on the 
world; we have forged democracies and emphasized hu
man rights on a global scale, but that could all slip away 
because Americans are loosing faith in America's great
ness. Creating closer ties between the United States and 
China would address lingering human rights questions. 
The communist system there is already chipping away at 
the onslaught of American venture capitalism. 

America has a chance to shape the world for the 
better. We need to start treating China as 
a part of our future rather than a competi

tor on the other side of 
the world . 
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God did save the ueen . •• 

by scott hooker 
scott. ho(Jker@student.utdallas.edu 

A barely-discussed legislative reform law 
is working its way through the British Parlia
ment, and its provisions threaten the funda
mental nature of British democracy. It sends 
an ominous warning to anyone, anywhere, 
who values liberty. 

But who will sav~ British democracy? 
The law in question, innocently titled the 

"Legislative and Regulatory Reform Bill," 
would alter the very nature of lawmaking in 
Britain. This bill, supposedly designed to mit
igate the onerous regulatory state in Britain, 
would allow any royal minister in government 
to make "provision[s] amending, repealing or 
replacing any legislation." 

Disturbingly, its provisions empower min
isters to delegate or transfer legislative pow
ers to any other U.K. official, whether high 
or petty. This law would be self-applicable, 
meaning that a future minister could remove 
any or all of the protective provisions and ex
pand its power in the future. The only legisla
tion safe from amendment is that pertaining 
to taxation, criminal offenses with punish
ments greater than two years, forcible search 
and seizure, and self-incrimination. 

Indeed, given the unwritten and ultimate
ly nonbinding status ofthe British constitu
tional regime, Parliament itself could be abol
ished quite easily, with the right combination 
of pro-ministerial power Members of Parlia
ment in office. The unwritten British Consti
tution, in contrast to the written American 
Constitution, is composed of a host of tra
ditions, parliamentary acts, legal precedents, 
and other changeable components. 

All of the principles of a free society, and 
particularly those principles of limited gov
ernment, could be thrown out for the "reform", 
"efficiency", and "modernisation" bandwagon. 
After all, democratic regimes are not known 
for efficient or streamlined lawmaking. But 

are the fruits of "efficiency" worth sacrificing 
power to independent, executive royal minis
ters with independent agendas? 

Major members of the ideologically di
verse British media have united in opposition 
to this radical legislation. The Daily Tele
graph, The Times of London, the Financial 
Times, and the Guardian, newspapers as po
litically varied as the New York Times and 
Wall Street Journal, have all resoundingly 
condemned this legislation. And, in a sur
prising, yet heartening turn of events, strong 
public outrage and the uniform opposition of 
the Conservative, Liberal Democratic, and 
Green Parties has led its sponsoring MP, Jim 
Murphy, to withdraw the bill on April13 and 
to pledge to make drastic changes to the law 
in response to the furor. 

He said the new version of the law would 
have specific statutory procedures in place 
granting Parliamentary committees veto 
powers over legal changes. Furthermore, the 
new version of the law would specifically ex
clude major laws of the constitutional frame
work from revision. 

The New Labour Party Government, fur
thermore, has also pushed through sweeping 
anti-terrorism legislation after the 717 ter
rorist bombings of London's subway system. 
Highly Orwellian national ID card legisla
tion would require fingerprint, photo, and 
retinal identification marks, in addition to 
the bearer's address, religion, and 47 other 
personal traits. In order to get a passport, to 
use any government agency or services, or to 

do business with any government-licensed 
business, one would 
need such a card. 

Perhaps most disturbingly of all, this bill 
contains powers and provisions eerily similar 
to the EnablingActof1933 in Nazi Germany, 
which, like this bill, granted executive branch 
officials essentially full legislative powers over 
even the Constitutional framework of the na
tion. Although it's unlikely that the framers 
of the bill have mal-intent in mind, passing 
this bill would be the first step down a dan
gerous path. 

Merely because an overtly disturbing bill 
was finally stopped, however, does not mean 
the threats to liberty are over; indeed, this 
could merely be a temporary retrenchment on 

the part of the forces advocating "efficiency' 
and "security". 1930s Europe plunged into 
established totalitarianism not via a torrent of 
overtly subversive laws that aroused the ire of 
the masses, but rather gradually eroded by a 
stream of seemingly innocuous with aggrega
tions of restrictive lesser acts. Orwellian ID 
cards, free-speech crackdowns, assaults on 

the review and delay powers of the House of 
Lords, and the old version of this bill all sig
nal disturbing trends coming from the New 
Labour Government. · 

Britain is our closest friend and ally. We 
must not allow democracy to be undermined 
by power-hungry ministers interested in ef
ficiency alone. Fear must not be the 
driving force behind legislation. 
Leaders must bear in mind their 
dual duties to ensure personal 
safety and protect individual lib
erties. In this post 9/11 world 
this is a lesson of increasing 
relevance. 
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by aidan skoyles 
aidan@skoyles.com 

I t was the best of sites; it was the worst 
of sites. It was the continuing violence 
in Iraq; it was the riveting story of a 

cannibal blogger. It was the front pages of 
the BBC and CNN. 

I point this out less to promote what I 
see as the best news service in the world 
(dub, the BBC), than to bring cause for 
alarm at the lack of substantive news on 
~he state of our world on CNN - "Amer
ica's [self proclaimed] most trusted news 
source." 
' Next to a massive picture of the blog
ger with a taste for human flesh is a list of 
10 or so of what CNN's editors consider 
"top stories." They include such gems as: 
SUV safety, Miss Jolie's baby in Namibia, 
reports of pygmies growing taller (seri
ously), Scary Movie updates, yet further 
speculation about crime in Aruba, and 
truly ground-breakingjournalism on bare
bellied cheerleaders banned. 

This is what we're supposed to trust? I 
suppose it's not so much that I don't trust 
the veracity of its reports. It's that I doubt 

· the wisdom of the editors who choose 
what gets fed to us. 
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All this comes on Easter Sunday, the 
very day when we should consider and 
give thanks for the opportunity that re
birth provides - a fresh start to make a 
difference in the world. 

Should we check other news sites, we 
might realize that Tony Blair has refused 
to back military action in ever-more-frac
tious Iran (which has further subverted 
America by handing a cool $50 million to 
the Hamas-led Palestinian government) 
or that one hundred thousand people are 
homeless in Brazil after floods. 

But the. average American wouldn't 
bother, and why should they? 

Sure, I understand the doldrums of a 
slow news day, but CNN's performance 
that sleepy Sunday afternoon is indicative 
of a larger trend. 

• l:::"r::. <.:<:.<r:<.:ert t<':$:~v-~: U£ l.!<.:r:Ji)!:•~ 

>'>M!:iMlt:A!S 
• f>J::ore: ;'\:~"'9. ;;~r;,C~ ;;,:.k;: f,'f;,.c~ 

I!U!.~t£ tA~F 

• JJ.iJmif<l::-d ,-c,:s-~fl>'l~:c:' ~<::I"( 

s=~~N'~"S 

'C~l~n~~>::": ~"!>M~ ~:~w<~ :<.~>f\"<1&:. 
>\?S~ · ~.II;G!<lC 

> l :<?ll:!:l!:o C2W'•~ ~<::.::: H':l<r.3S: d~~-"'~'{ 

> ~~·;,,l :Y.J!;t".<! :<:bij~· V»>t~>lt (JI<"l~-~ ~-~ 

$:0VTHMt~ 
• !'<.!:m>f ;.;•:~!'$~~.~~; l::t t~,,~ ,, , ,,~,~~ 

• Cfwm ~~<.<•n~::<.: :>'-<:~ j)<:tl:~ ·.~f 
:)rC>'l'>l': 

• :::;~; L:::1kao• (!e;:,oe ::O,!b: Jr- ,;;-o-.;b 

American news media is responsible for 
the general apathy and US-centered view 
of most Americans. The average American 
shouldn't be expected to view the BBC 
to have some idea of what's going on in 
the world. It should be on the front page 
of what most Americans view - sites like 
CNN or others (most are no better) . 

A full two thirds of the top part of 
CNN's website gives viewers the oppor
tunity to either read more on the blogging 
cannibal or to peruse the blog of the awe
inspiring white-haired 30-something An
derson Cooper (I wonder if Madam Cou
ric will ever take a similar stance?). 

If it must be so focused on home, why 
isn't there at least some serious discourse on 
the root of higher gas prices? Where's the 
discussion or criticism (or support, to be 

fair) of Lee Raymond, ExxonMobil CEO 
who will receive millions in compensation. 
Is he to blame that it costs $50 to fill my 
car with gas? Or is it the war dancing Aya
tollah in Iran? Or, more perplexing still, is 
it the fact that Chad might halt oil pro
duction if the World Bank refuses to pay 
up? Who knew Chad produced oil in the 
first place? That's Chad ... the country. In 
Mrica ... the continent. 

I think it is the responsibility of Amer
ica's popular and well-resourced news out
lets to provide Americans with the right 
information to be informed and to make 
decisions about the issues in the world. 
Judging the top stories of sites like CNN 
leaves one with little more than fodder for 
airy water-cooler discussions at the office 
on Monday. We deserve better. 

There are noble examples of sites that 
do go the extra mile to present both sides 
of all the stories. Think Slate.com, the 
International Herald Tribune (iht.com), 
or the at-times-dryer-than-summer-in
Chad Arts & Letters Daily (aldaily.com). 

But these aren't mainstream. They don't 
flow through the cable channels 24-hours 
a day, and they don't garner the audience 
they deserve. 

So take the initiative to delete CNN 
from your browser's bookmarks. Add 
some variety to the sites you watch and 
the views you take in. With a little effort 
to improve on our knowledge of the rest 
of the world, their perception of us will 
improve dramatically, and that just might 
leave time for us to lament the banning of 
belly-bearing cheerleaders. 
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High gas prices revive 
'Oregon I~a.il' fever~. 

With pump prices topping three dollars 
a gallon, the computer classic 'Oregon Trail' 
has boomed back into the spotlight. 

With l~te spring rapidly approaching, 
UTD commuter students have been raid
ing the local department stores to prepare 
for the long travels ahead. 

"I've alreadr picked me out a wife and 
decided we will have five kids. We original
ly wanted four, but I'm sure one will die of 
dysentery along the way," a senior living on 
Renner Road reported . 

The hardest item to buy has been,boxes 
of extra ammo. Retailers have continu
ally underestimated the ingrained glee that 
comes from shooting a massive map:tmalian 
beast and then taking live percent of it back 
to the patiently waiting family. 
,, On this note, Richardson Police have 

reported an alarming increase in tr~c con
gestion as "strange,,alien vehicles'1 ha~~been 
consistently stoppjilg by every gregn area 
and causing noise disturbances. · 

Wildlife has n~ticeably declinesl.\\it 
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Se~urity budget crisis 
· · In light of t~~ • .recent fa~~d ~ pts 

,from the Bush:fl~Hministration ush 
through Soci;U Security reform, cigarette 
company representatives met with several 
key government officials to discuss what 
can be done to increase the number of 
Americans that smoke. 

"So far proposals have ranged pretty 
wildly," said Malboro cigarettes represen
tative L. Cancer, "but my favorite proposa 
thus far was to put nicotine in the water 
supply. We might have some competition 
with that blasted gum, but I think there's 
some definite possibilities th~re." 

President Bush was unavailable for 
comment but chain-smoking Rep. John 
Boehner of Ohio gave a definite thumbs up 
for smoking before collapsing into an un
controllable fit of coughing. 
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, Bush confused about President H 
Dubya: "I thought he was on first" 

by baha men 
whoshu(o/utdallas.edu 

WASHINGTON (AMP) - In an at
tempt to strengthen ties between two of the 
world's most dominant players, newly elecred 
Chinese President Hu Jintao made a trip this 
last week to the United States. 

Hu's first stop was not in Washington, but 
in Seattle, where he stopped by to visit Bill 
Gates - a layover he personally requested so 
that he could poke fun at history's richest man 
for being able to so easily steal and reproduce 
his software for "only ten cent each." 

Gates, always the diplomat, laughed along 
with him and sent him on his way to Wash
ington with a gift basket of Microsoft's latest 
and greatest software ideas. 

"I can'r wait 'till he gets back to Beijing 
and runs the 'BFF' program. The extra $300 
million a year diverted from Chinese taxpay
ers will allow me live a little more comfort
ably," Gates mused. 

On a more cordial note, Hu and Gates did 
swap 'Halo Live' account names so that they 
could "meet again where they don't have to 
pretend to like each other." 

Mter a one hour detainment at airport 
security for "looking Asian," Hu boarded his 

privately chartered jet and flew straight to 
Dulles International airport. 

President Bush was immediately notified 
that Hu had arrived to see him. 

"Don't ask me who's coming!" Bush 
snipped. "That's your job." 

· Mter three rounds of clarifications and 
pronunciation trainings, Bush swept into the 
Oval Office for their private meeting. 

Spending an hour together realizing they 
in fact had nothing in common, the Presi
dents then shook hands and smiled for the 
camera, pledging an everlasting friendship 
between themselves and the countries for at 
least a few days. 

To strengthen their personal ties, the duo 
decided to exchange cultural activities-for the 
day. President Bush had great fun oppressing 
minorities and President Hu was confused 
but strangely pleased as he was allowed to 
shoot a Bush family friend with a shotgun. 

By the end, President Hu ~as especially 
amused by the First Family's dog.Spot. 

"That the weakest defense unit I ever 
seen," Hu chuckled. He promised to send 
Bush puppies of a more appropriate ilk. 

"When Hu lets the dogs out, hoo-hoo!" 
he said while in hysterics. 

"The people quickly learn to respect my 
authori"ty." 

The visit was deemed by UN 
John Bolton as the "best waste 
ic niceties and taxpayer money" since he 
his office that afternoon. 

Before departing, Hu left for 
Bush Bill Gates' care package, 
high time for China and the US to 
gether on determining the proper role 
century technology. 

President Bush, excited about the 
immediately had an aide install the 
and run the Best Friends Forever 

UN sanctions forbid Iranian nuclear 
by hans blix 

powerplant@urdallas.cdu 

TEHRAN (AMP) - In a preventive 
measure this week, the· U.N. Security Coun
cil voted unanimously to prevent Iran from 
developing its own nuclear families. 

In their report, the Security Council cited 
the potential fallout from mothers and fa
thers getting angry at the children, which 
could leave residual effects that would con
taminate the area for years. 1be explosions 
of anger that occur in a nuclear family are a 
dangerous threat to Iranian safety. 

"Imagine if one of these nuclear families 
went off early in development. The negative 
effects would tear through the community 
with frightening speed. It could even infect 

these people's minds forever," said a British 
representative. 

The council also stated that the nuclear 
family is a creation that only select nations 
are able to wield with wisdom and knowl
edge. 

"If every nation had nuclear families, what 
could prevent them from using them against 
one another? Can you imagine an Iranian 
mother launching an attack against a Chi
nese father? Safe and informed deterrence is 
the key," a Russian diplomat added. 

Iranians reacted with impudence to such 
assumptions, stating that the necessary re
search had been done into nuclear family se
crets and that leading specialists in the field 
had offered their expertise. Top nuclear fam
ily scientists such as Dr. Phil and Dr. Ruth 

have given Iran assistance on issues 
sexual deviance to getting ahold of your 

The nuclear family, which is 
through the bond of a human male and 
male, results in a reaction that creates 
~rganisms. These factors live in close 
imity to one another, where the 
and development of each member 
nates in a final dissolving of these 
where the children move away from 
remaining mother/father nuclear core. 

Occasionally, however, the bonds 
broken in an abrupt and violent• 
These phenomena are known as " 
and are often identified by the att,ereltectsl 
of poisonous poetry, financial 
and a large amount of acidic language. 
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Oil CEO pension is $400 million, Han Solo 
Exxon pres Raymond: "Ho ho ho hoo!" 

by bib fortuna 
boontaeve@utdallas.edu 

TATOOINE (IN A GALAXY FAR 
FAR AWAY) - Lee Raymond, recently re
tired CEO of Exxon Mobil, has caused con
troversy by earning for his retirement pension 
a sum of $400 million, as well as the body of 
Han Solo encased in carbonite. 

"I have brought this company into a posi
tion of total domination in the oiVpetroleum 
market. Under my leadership, Exxon Mobil 
has posted profits among the highest of any 
American corporation ever. I certainly believe 
I am deserving of my pension. I also believe 

. Captain Solo is deserving of the eternal sleep 
he will suffer upon my wall, while I stare at 
him in my dank palace of sin in the desert," 
said Raymond. 

"Ho ho ho ho ho!" added Raymond. He 
then stuffed a small creature into his mouth. 

Solo, who is notorious for his wild esca
pades and deeds across the galaxy, earned the 
ire of Raymond after he flew away from an 
Exxon Mobil intergalactic fueling station 
without paying for his 3,400 credits bill of 
Super Unleaded for the Millennium Falcon. 

H e managed to escape Raymond's wrath 
for many years until he was at last captured 
attempting to steal a Snickers from a-· local 
Albertson's and engaged in a shoot out with 
police. Solo's fans insist that he fired first. 

Raymond intends on leaving Solo in plain 
view in his castle until Mark Hamill enters, 
defeats his guards, and saves Solo. 

He was planning on chaining Carrie 
Fisher in a golden bikini to his large throne, 
but found that Carrie Fisher was not quite 
the lady she was in Return of the Jedi. He 
has already hired a small man to laugh ob
noxiously over and over in his palace, and is 
in the process of genetically creating his own 

Outgoing Exxon-Mobil CEO lee Raymond 

gigantic monster to live in a pit. If that fails, 
he plans on hiri~g Carrie Fisher. 

Illegal immigrants clean up illegal immigrant rally 
by mr wasp 

cookingupastorm@minwage.com 

DALLAS (AMP) - In the wake of the 
largest rally protesting immigration law in 

1 American history, the removal of trash and 
movement .of blockades was left to those ille
gal immigrants employed in local businesses. 

"Yeah, the irony isn't lost on me by any 
means. I realize how very sad it is that, right 
after the largest rally about the injustice of 
American immigration policy, it would be 

1 left to those who originally violated it to 
clean it up. Would you mind picking up that 

protest flyer left on the ground over there? 
Thank you," said one worker cleaning outside 
a downtown business. 

Many protestors agreed that a large major
ity of the work to put things back in normal 
order in Dallas would be done by their fr-iends 
and family already here in the U.S. 

''I'm all about immigration reform. Until a 
change occurs i1.1 the American mindset, noth
ing is going to stop common misconceptions 
and prejudices. Oh, don't worry about that ice 
cream sandwich you ,dropped. Somebody's 
going to clean it up after this is over today," 
said one protestor. 

The massive 500,000-person march at first 
scared local government officials. However, 
they realized the potential behind the dis
obedience. Reacting quickly, they summoned 
traffic controllers to the scene. Mobilizing the 
crowd under the banner of marching towards 
equal rights, they instead slowly moved them 
towards the border. 

"This is the perfect solution," explained 
border control official Joe Schmoe. 

""1he best part is, they never caught on, 
even after the 430 miles. It made my day to 
see them jumping the wall in order to sneak 
back into Mexico." 
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Seniors prank rotates 
Love Jack 120° 

In an act of defiance, a group of gradu
ating sen,iors made one final attempt to 
leave their mark on c~mpus. 

Us!ng arfel~borate system of ropes and 
P.tilleys .connected to the adjacent Jons
son and pniversity Theater buildings, the 
group lifted UTD's adored Love Jack and 
reset it- only at a different angle. 

"It took us a good week of planning 
and three computer simulations to deter
mine the best location for the pulleys. But 
when we finished - oh man! We are going 
to be campus legends!" one of the trick
sters announced. 

With the rotation complete, the 'Love' 
stamps on each of the legs' bases are now 
facing a different direction. 

Student reaction to the prank has been 
non-existent at best. 

"Love, Jack? Is that some professor 
that they strung up in tlie bathroom?" one 
freshrri'an questione~. ' , . 

· P~:,pjni~l ha~decri~d their, ac,~~?n as 
.,"the, '*ors't prank human kind, jlas··ever 

-> ':~(--·':'''$''::j<':t· ·~ ~=- ;· -,;;,: _,. <>. :f: ?< _.-

witnessed" and plans to "set the groper 
fi <i'Mift~;t·· ,;>- i~ ~~t~~-' · ::~<:<: ' 

·y·S!ft ~· :~~ui!~d kno~le~~~:ta~:· a 
, past1 J;?ean of Engineering, Dr: J?aniel 
if: ' :-.,:· ' , ..... ::->'< . '•j ., 

: will ~stioY< tllese boys a thing or qy6,~tbout 
pulleys"'when, he uses the Love J ~ck to ro- , 
tat~. thr Jc;>nsson building. , , 

M~skil}g his efforts behind the title of 
'carl).p'ts beautification,' Daniel plans to 
use the school's funding to aid his efforts. 

Daniel has had second thoughts about 
! the . ~pU,Ueys ·after:, ceding . that th~ · ~hole ~ , 
university,~ rotates around him anyway; 
and thit it may be easier for him to "just 
stand in the mall for a while." · 

The UTD Uranus: Proposin,g Immodesty one blatant lie at a time. 
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by kimberley allen 
kim.allen@student.utdallas.cdu 

T hese days, it's hard to know which. 
news sources sensationalize and 
inflate the truth. Fortunately, 

AMP is a serious publication that never 
exaggerates for dramatic appeal. Our in
vestigative journalists worked around the 
clock to uncover the cold, clammy facts in 
these top news stories: 

Moussaoui uses abuse 
excuse in court 

Oh really? Zacarias Moussaoui, anal
leged terrorist, is on trial for his part in 
the September 11th attacks. · Mter his 
confession in the trial, he's all but been 
convicted for plotting the attacks that led 
to the deaths of nearly 3,000 people in 
2001. . 

In a last-ditch effort to save Mouss
aoui's life, his defense lawyers have trot
ted out the increasingly popular "abuse 
excuse." They argue that although his 
crimes are undoubtedly appalling in na
ture, he is entitled to leniency because of 
"diminished moral culpability." 

According to his lawers, Moussaoui 
~uffered mistreatment and abuse while 
growing up in France. 

Mter all, who couldn't in France? His 
defense lawyers claim that the injustices 
and hardships he endured are ultimately 
what turned him into a ruthless Al-~
eda terrorist. 

As proof, Moussaoui says his high 
school girlfriend's parents didn't like him 
and once called him a "dirty Arab." And 
then there was this time when a rae-

LLY 
ist French bouncer wouldn't let him in a 
nightclub. 

So go cry about it. We've all known 
the French to be a little arrogant at times, 
that's no surprise. What is surprising, 
however, is Moussaoui's logic. "I'm mad 
that a mean French bouncer won't let me 
in a nightclub, so I'm going to blow up 
the U.S.!" 

I remember this time when I couldn't 
get into a nightclub. All I wanted was the 
chance to do a little jig-is that so much 
to ask? It's true-bouncers can be down
right nasty sometimes, and who among 
us hasn't been rejected from some club or 
other? 

In fact, before I became a world-fa
mous, high -profile AMP writer, I couldn't 
even borrow the stapler at the Info De
pot. Sure, I felt like hijacking a plane to 
Luxembourg or joining a militant group 
of some sort, but cooler heads prevailed 
in the end. 

Mter eating a very American piece of 
apple pie, I finally came to the realization 
that violence is not the answer, and I only 
wish Moussaoui could see the same. 

This is your brain on jugs 
Oh really? A recent Slate article 

(www.slate.com) of the same name re
viewed a Belgian: experiment that studied 
the effect of sexy pictures on men's busi
ness decisions. 

The researchers concluded that sexy 
images cause men, particularly those with 
natur;lly high testosterone levels, to be
come "impulsive" and make poor deci
sions. 

This study has sent shockwaves 
through the scientific community. 

Dozens of unconvinced scientists havB 
already denounced the study as sexist 
against men and unfair portrayals of their 
evolutionary and survival instincts. 

Many well-respected researchers and 
tenured professors are astounded and 

Monica Lewinsky and three random tourists pose for a picture during a cruise. Ms. 
Lewinsky announced that, after suddenly receiving muHiple job offers from firms looking 
for unattractive workers, she will no longer need to sail on celebrity cruises. 

cannot accept the radical conclusion that 
men are capable of irrational behavior of 
any sort. They claim that no previous evi
dence supports the study's findings and 
are sure that the experiment cannot be 
replicated. 

Strangely, researchers have been unable 
to find any stimulus that elicits a similar 
effect from women. Some credit this to 
the disparity in testosterone levels, but 
others suspect that women are simply cold 
and conniving. 

In unrelated news, demand for unat
tractive workers and old maids has sky
rocketed as businesses attempt to deal 
with the implications of this study. 

Employers are concerned that overly 
attractive workers lead to an increase in 
workplace stupidity and Freudian slips. 

Some job applications now include a 
self-rating sexiness scale (recall the days 
of AmiHotorNot.com?), and resumes of 
men and women alike increasingly flaunt 
their unbeatable ugliness as a valuable job 
qualification. 

Unaware of the Belgian study, now
retired intern Monica Lewinsky recently 
announced that, in a "bout of good luck," 
she has received numerous high paying 
job offers in only a matter of days and 
will no longer need to pose for pictures 
with tourists. 

Cruise, Holmes name 
daughter Suri 

Oh really? Tom Cruise is apparently 
as much an expert in etymology (study of 
the origin of names) as he is in psychiatry 
and Scientology. Tom Cruise and fiance Ka
tie Holmes named their daughter Suri and 
claim that it means "princess" in Hebrew 
and "red rose" in Farsi. 

Experts and confused Jews alike say that 
he's wrong on both accounts, as it means 
nothing in Hebrew and only means "red" in 
Farsi. Israeli TV and radio commentators 
are still debating the meaning of the word. 
(If it's any consolation, Tom, suri means 
"pickpocket" in Japanese.) 

The origin of Suri's name is still a mys
tery. It's been speculated that, after a long 
afternoon of jumping on couches, Cruise sat 
down to eat a bowl of alphabet soup. Amaz
ingly, there was this message: "And she shall 
be called ... " 

As Cruise quizzically pondered the mes
sage, Katie Holmes sneezed. Cruise astutely 
observed that this could be no accident and, 
upon being misinformed of the meaning of 
Holmes' Hebrew sneeze, inferred that their 
little Suri would grow up to rule a mighty 
country. To the Japanese, however, she will 
always be a pickpocket, though that 's nearly 
the same thing. 
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• 1nese eec 
One small shout from a woman 
One giant cry from a people 

by aidan skoyles 
aidan@skoyles.com 

As Chinese President Hu }intao 
addressed the White House lawn, 
surrounded by the pomp and circumstance 
of a quasi-state visit, a scream pierced the 
crisp spring air. , 

"President Bush, stop him from killing. 
Stop him fro m persecuting the Falun 
Gong," shouted Wenyi Wang. 

She was quickly silenced by Secret 
Service agents, but her shouts echo a much 
larger cry, muffled by a much larger hand. 

The People's Republic of China operates 
one of the most repressive governments 
in the world, quashing the notion of free 
speech and dodging the theory of decent 
human rights for all. M s. Wang is one of 
millions of quieted voices, particularly 
those who are members of the political 
movement: the Falun Gong. 

When I traveled to Beijing for a 
conference this January, I witnessed 
Chinese censorship firs t hand during a 
cheesy tourist walk-around in Tiananmen 
Square, right in the very heart of the Red 
Dragon. W e snapped photos in awe of this 
concrete abyss (and the big Mao portrait), 
all thinking back to what we remembered 
about the day in 1989 when tanks rolled 
through the square towards throngs of 
student protesters. 

In 2001, a group of Falun Gong 
protesters unfurled their yellow and red 
flags in the square, knelt, poured gasoline 
over themselves and lit it. Several died. 
The Chinese were furious. 

image from news agencies 

During Chinese President Hu Jintao's speech in Washington this April, Falun Gong protester Wenyi Wang screamed out in support of her organization, but was 
quickly silenced by Secret Service agents. She speaks for the thousands of Falun Gong supporters in her home country who are silenced by the government. 

Today, it 's a more peaceful scene 
- tourists, hawkers and undercover police 
officers. And lots of security cameras. 

I asked my tour guide when was the 
most recent Falun Gong incident. 

"I can't talk about that," she said, 
gesturing to the security cameras behind 
her, with a sly smile. 

lhe Falun Gong, or Falun Dafa, sounds 
innocuous enough: it is a Buddhist teaching 
group with its own exercise motions and 

which preaches "improvement of one's 
heart and mind through the careful study of 
universal principles based on truthfulness, 
benevolence, and forbearance." But there 
is more to this group - it quickly became 
politically active, speaking out against 
Chinese repression and the Party members 
in Beijing wish it would go away. 

Since its official outlawing in 1999, 
thousands of followers have been pursued 
by the government and, in some cases, 

forced into torturous labor camps in the 
C hinese countryside. 

Between the major cities, as I travelled 
from Beijing to Hong Kong, I saw 
hundreds of miles of China, filled with 
oxen-cultivated rice fields and old men 
pushing carts through streets. lhey toil 
under an eerie veil of haze - pollution. 
But somehow, that smog seems like more 
than a health hazard; it's like the ominous 
blanket that muffles the voice of protest . 
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Iraq from a Blackhawk: A Series 
Part 3 of 3 

by stephen holmes 
cryokinesis@hotmail.com 

Editor's Note: Stephen Holmes is a former 
UTD computer science student from Hous
ton. He is now serving in Iraq. This is the 
third and final installment of his narra
tions that he has written while in service. 

Last month finished· 7hings settled down 
thereafter, and then the 1st platoon found 
something that made the discovered ar
tillery rounds look like firecrackers ... 

The initial report that a squad had lo
cated a small cache buried in a backyard. 
got the attention of the squad leader; he 
instructed his guys to search the area more 
thoroughly. 

A few minutes later, they hit the jack
pot. Hidden behind a false wall in the 
house, a soldier discovered a stack of mor
tar rounds that stretched from the floor to 
the ceiling and touched both walls of the 
room. They estimated a total of over 600 
enemy mortar rounds. Next door, we also 
found a welding shop and bomb-making 
supplies. 

In light of this extremely good find, 
we hardly noticed that 2nd platoon was 
being shot at again; not even they were 
worried about this one. 

In fact, it was kinda funny. Apparently, 
someone in a truck was zipping up and 
down a road on the other side of the Eu
phrates, firing wildly at 2nd platoon with 
anAK. 

What's funny about it (in a sad kind of 
way) is that, since they were on the north 
side of the river, they were inside our tacti
calline of advance, and we couldn't engage 
them with anything larger then 5.56mm 
weapons. No mortars, no heavy machine 
guns, nothing. 

The truck was far enough away that 
what we could use would have been point
less; all we would have been doing is mak
ing loud bangs in that direction and wast
ing ammo. 

It was a clear mistake in the tactical 
planning, but there was still something 
funny about it. And 2nd platoon didn't 
mind very much. It was a single enemy fir
ing an inaccurate weapon out of a moving 
vehicle from over 200 meters away; even if 

one or two rounds did manage to get close 
enough to make a hiss, the entire platoon 
was well covered behind berms and build
ings. 

It would have made a good photo, 
though: two soldiers lyi.ng on their backs 
behind an earthen berm, one looking up at 
the sky and the other smoking a cigarette, 
with a blurry blue truck on the road in the 
distance. 

That's one for Time Magazine. 
Maybe it's not funny for everyone back 
home to hear that we couldn't shoot 
back, but to us it's worth a chuckle. 
It took the brass some time to decide what 
to do with these enemy munitions, but it 
was finally decided that we would have 
Explosive Ordinance Disposal blast the 
200 artillery rounds and toss the 600 mor
tar rounds into trucks and haul them off. 

EOD is very entertaining because 
they use high-explosive ordinance to de
stroy other high-explosive ordinance. 3rd 
platoon had already laid out the artillery 
rounds for photo record so it only took 
the EOD team a few minutes to string to
gether charges and prepare to blow them 
away. 

Recommended safe distance: 400 me
ters. Everyone in the entire objective area 
was instructed to get inside or behind 
something really freaking thick. I was 
in the prayer room in the main objective 
building. As the air was being cleared of 
friendly vehicles, it occurred to me that I 
was sitting across the room from a window 
pointed in the direction of the blast site. 
Could the blast knock out that window? 
Nah. We're like 500 meters away. 

As I was sitting there pondering fragile 
glass and large explosions, the ten second 
warning came over the radio. Wait, wait, 
ten seconds? Already? Should I move? 

h's way across the room, and 
we're like 500 meters away. May
be I should move anyway, "though . .. 
KA-WHOOM. 

"&*@% @$&*ING $&*@# &*%@!!!" 
A searing white fireball filled the en

tire window for a fraction of a second. 
The shockwave jarred the building, and 
the window not only broke, but shattered 
completely. 

My face was hidden behind my arm, 
but I felt shards of it hit my outstretched 

American soldiers hold their line against Iraqi insurgents while engaged in street battle. 

boot. Stylus, the dog, went nuts as a quart 
of adrenaline was flash-boiled into my sys
tem. 

I'd thought my days ofbrain-rattling ex
plosions were over. Guess I still had one left. 
It was around 9:00 p.m. when the Black
hawks showed up again. We were thor
oughly exhausted so one of the sergeants 
decided it was time for a show. 

When you're being airli{ted at night 
from an unmarked PZ, someone gets to 
be "the buzz-saw," and often the lowest
ranking guy (who didn't know what the 
buzz-saw was in our case) is chosen for 
the task. 

The task is easy enough: take a chem
light, tie it to a string, go to the middle of 

the PZ, and swing it in circles to create a 
unique landmark for the choppers. I'm not 
joking. This guy is supposed to go out into 
the landing zone and swing a glowstick 
around. It's a very technical process. 

He went out there, still somewhat be
wildered, and a couple of minutes later, we 
heard the birds coming in. 

"Swing away, Private!" Still clueless, he 
did as instructed. What we didn't tell him 
was that the Blackhawk would be landing 
roughly five feet in front of him. 

We decided it'd be funnier that way. He 
took it like a champ, though, and freaked 
only at the last second. Everyone had a 
good laugh for the trip home, but it was 
inaudible over the deafening rotors. 
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Suggested roadtrips t~ brighten your summer 

by hannah frank 
hannah.frank@student.utdallas.edu 

S ummer is quickly turning spring into 
a memory here at UTD, and it has a 
few friends along for the ride-hot 

days, scorching sunshine, and (thankfully) 
no school. If you find yourself unable to 
handle summer classes this year, there is 
an alternative to keep in mind-take a 
ROADTRIP! In case you haven't noticed · 
by now, Texas is a huge state, and all those 
roads are just begging to be traveled. So 
kidnap a few buddies (or maybe just your 
dog) and try out one of these destina
tions ... 

Big Bend National Park 
West Texas presents the stereotypical 

image of Texas"-long stretches of desert 
road, complete with road kill and a wind
mill every few miles. But it is not exactly 
a wasteland, and a trip to Big Bend can 
illustrate this fact. There are a great range 
of activities, both within the park and 
in the surrounding area to fill your time 
while you're away from Dallas. Check out 
www.nps.gov/bibe for more information 
on the park itself (from directions to the 
hot springs to locations for camping out) . 
And don't forget to take a drive to Lajitas 
(on the west side of the park) to feed Clay 
Henry, the beer-drinking goat. 

Krause Springs 
Whether you are looking to camp out 

for a few days or you just want to spend the 
day swimming in some ridiculously cold 

photo by hannah frank 

A beautiful landscape within the Chisos Mountain 
basin located in Big Bend National Park. 

spring water, Krause Springs is a great des
tination. There is something relaxing about 
swimming in an old-fashioned swimming 
hole surrounded by huge cypress trees and 
boulders for tanning. There's even a little 
waterfall and a rope swing to enhance the 
nostalgia. And if camping just isn't your 
thing, Krause Springs is only about 45 
minutes from Austin, which brings me to 
the next destination ... 

Austin 
I must admit, I am rather biased to

wards our capital city, but it is undoubt-

On the way to Big Bend, make sure to fill up at Johnny's Gas station - the location for the best chile 
verde burritos. Located in Ft. Stockton (when you hit 1-10), its three hours away from the park. 

edly a wonderful choice for a road trip. 
Depending on your choice of speed (and 
the number of construction sites on I-35), 
you can make it to Sixth Street in about 
three and a half to four hours. Austin has 
a lot to offer in the way of eclectic eateries 
and unusual music venues, especially if you 
try the area of town just south of the river. 
And if you are interested in organic foods, 
the flagship location of Whole Foods is 
located at Sixth and Lamar. You can park 
there, do some food shopping and get 
some lunch, then walk down to Waterloo 
Records or Book People and spend the rest 
of your money. And of course, there are al
ways concerts going on in the Live Mu
sic Capital of the World; pick up a copy 
of the Austin Chronicle (Austin's version 
of AMP) and check out everything that's 
happening around town. 

Fort Worth 
Do you just need a day trip to lighten 

up a tough week? Don't forget about our 

neighbor to the west. Fort Worth has a lot 
to offer, from Art Museums to the Zoo. 
And you can be back in time for dinner or 
work or the great party going on at your 
apartment. Just be sure to time your trip 
wisely-trying to get there (or back) dur
ing rush hour isn't the greatest idea. 

If you can't find anyone to join you, 
don't be afraid to hop in the car and take 
off on your own. There are all kinds of 
sources for traveling tips, whether you're 
by yourself or with others. Here are a few 
to get you started ... 

1. Rick Steve's travel books (www.rick-
steves.com) 

2. Solo Traveler by Lea Lane 
3. Lonely Planet guide books 
4. STA Travel (www.statravel.com) can 

help you with cheap tickets and hotels and 
answer any questions you might have. 

5. Or, just go flip through the books in 
the travel section at your favorite book
store and find a book that's right for you. 
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·But will the tube's replacement go too far? 

by josh allen 
jpa031000@utdallas.edu 

I. t's pretty . obvious that, particularly 
within the last several years, technolo
gy has reached farther and farther into 

our lives. DVD players are now a standard 
in minivans to keep kids quiet. Lots of col
lege students spend most of their waking 
moments playirig Halo talking to other 
garners on funny-looking headsets. 

No doubt before too long, with evolu
tion's help, cell phones will become per
manently attached to our ears. People with 
those Bluetooth headsets already look like 
they came out of a sci-fi movie. 

The bottom line is that the delivery of 
information and entertainment are con
forming to the era of instant gratification. 
Earlier this April, ABC did their part to 
carry on that movement. Television will 
move from the living room to your nearest 
reliable (i.e., not Waterview) broadband 
connection. The network announced that 
they will be offering online streams of 
some of its more popular shows online the 
day after they air, free Of charge. 

This follows the success of CBS, who 
made video streams from the NCAA 

Men's Basketball Tourney available to the 
general internet-ready' public. Portions of 
the Super Bowl were available for down-. 
load on iTunes. Best of all (in my humble 
opinion), you can watch segments of"The 
Colbert Report" on Comedy Central's 
website. Cool, huh? This is another exam
ple of how technology is reshaping and, 
in a way, individualizing American enter
tainment. 

This "individualization" has · already 
happened with one major component of 
the media: music. Listening to the radio 
used to bring people together. Years ago, 
groups of people might have gathered 
around the radio to listen to music, or even 
a good Orson Welles narrative, probably 
like how friends assemble nowadays at the 
movie theater. In the present day, musical 
interest is specific to an individual, shap
ing one's identity. 

True, we all still go to concerts with 
friends (Bob Schneider, April 28!), but 
you can't go down 100 feet of a hallway at 
UTD without seeing an iPod plugged into 
someone's ears. 

Heck, I'm listening to Guns 'n' Roses 
on my headphones as I write this article. 

I wonder how much of all this can be 
attributed to the "golden age" of free mu
sic in the days ofNapster and the like. 

Now the trend has leaked into the vi
sual portion of entertainment. Because 
television has fallen into a lull in recent 
years, the television industry has been 
forced to try something new. The networks 

hope that adding the internet into the mix 
might generate a renewed interest in their 
programming. One side effect would be 
an individualization of television that has 
already happened to music. Soon enough, 
people will be able to watch last night's 
episode of ''American Idol" at their work 
computers. 

At what point will this pattern go too 
far? I don't think it has yet, but consider 
this: 

Suppose eventually, for whatever rea
son, that movies become available to any
one on an individual basis at the time of 
its wide release. In other words, the DVD 
comes out as soon as the movie is released 
in theaters. 

People would probably just bring the 
DVD home to their souped-up home 
theater system and never sit in a movie 
theater again. Nobody would even con
sider buying a ticket to see a movie where 
stuff doesn't blow up (like, say, Pride and 
Prejudice). There would be no need for a 
giant screen and digital sound if the view
er gets the same effect from watching it 
on their TV. Slowly, as it became trendier, 
movie theaters would fade out of style, 
and the crowds would seriously diminish. 
You could argue that this drift has already 
started with internet video pirating; that's 
just an illegal form. 

While movie lovers might still gather 
with a small group of friends, the whole 
experience of going to a completely full 
movie theater on opening night will be-

come extinct. If it ever reaches this point, 
where a deeply-entrenched American 
tradition gets dumped in favor of conve
nience, this trend will have gone too far. 

But who's to say it will? Everything de
pends on profitability, and the movie in
dustry probably wouldn't let this happen. 
Hollywood would crack down on internet 
video pirating as hard as the RIAA did on 
Napster. And hopefully movies will never 
be so unentertaining that producers have 
to try something new (like TV and video 
streaming). 

As for TV's migration to the person
al computer, the NCAA tourney bodes 
well for internet video streaming, but will 
"Desperate Housewives" or ' ''Alias" do 
the same? This new "innovation" may be 
ignored by the average viewer before too 
long. It could last as long as "The Chevy 
Chase Show" did. Only time will tell. 

I guess my point is that times are 
changing more quickly than they ever 
have before, mostly due to the exponential 
rate at which technology is allowing us to 
advance. 

The world of personal entertainment is 
just one aspect. With every step, forms of 
media are more and more accessible on an 
immediate, individual basis.This isn't nec
essarily a bad thing at all; in fact, it's pretty 
cool. But what I personally don't want to 
see happen is for everyone to become ab
sorbed in his/her own little world that the 
bond between socializing and being enter
tained withers away. 
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by richard voit 
richard. voit@studen t u tdallas .eclu 

Don't you just hate that feeling? You know what I'm 
talking about, the one where you get so used to something 
that you don't know how to deal with it if it doesn't hap
pen that way. I mean look at the Clippers. The almost
unanimously appointed worst franchise in professional 
sports has made the NBA playoffs. With a first-round 
matchup against Denver, they might actually win. 

How is this possible? How can we as sports fans deal 
with this except to remember the words of a wise old man 
who said, even a blind squirrel finds a nut every once and 
a while. 

Finding a lot of proverbial nuts lately - and I'm not 
talking about the kind you get by castrating the afore
mentioned wise man - have been the St. Louis Blues, 
at least until this season. The Blues had made the NHL 
playoffs 25 straight seasons until this year when they had 
the worst record in all of hockey. What is happening to 
sports that the Clippers are good and the Blues are, well, 
blue? 

That brings me back to that feeling. What do you do 
when you reach into your couch cushions and find no 
quarters? What do you do when the stranger on the street 
says, "No, I don't have change for a dollar"? What do you 
do when you sit down to write a sports column and no 
longer have two cents left to spare? 

That last question is the issue I've been dealing with 
since last time we talked, and that is why I must officially 
announce my retirement from sports journalism. I know, 
I'm sad too, but if you need someone to blame, it's the 
crazy capitalistic pigs at Comcast. Can you believe they 
came and cut off my cable? 

l was a loyal customer for years until about a year and a 
half ago when I canceled service only to continue getting 
all my channels. It was a sweet deal while it lasted . .! mean, 
think about it, if I were in Office Space, I would be the 
anti-Milton- the guy who, due to a glitch in the system, 
got his paycheck without ever going in to work. But that 
misses the larger issue at hand. No cable, no ESPN. No 
ESPN, no Sportscenter. No Sportscenter ... you see where 
this is going. 

Now I know what you're thinking, but it's just not go-
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ents 
ing to work. You see, the Dal
las Morning News stopped 
delivering when I didn't re
new my subscription. Oh the 
humanity! If only there were 
some globally-accessible, 
continuously 

updated 
source of 
news invented 
by, say, Al Gore. 
Wouldn't that be nice? 

Instead, I'm stuck 
talking just about things 
I've overheard this past 
month. Like this one. 
Did you hear about 
Mark Cuban and 
the Mavs giving 
away20,000vouch
ers for free flights on 
American Airlines, 
one- to everyone in 
attendance at the last 
home game of the 
regular season? Here's 
the catch, the vouch
ers are redeemable only 
for a round-trip ticket 
from DFW to Love 
Field. And you have to 
stay over the weekend. 
A Mavs spokesman said 
the tickets were fund
ed by money that was 
saved every time Dirk 
Nowitski didn't get a 
haircut. 

In other news, 
Duke's lacrosse team 
is in some deep 
doo-doo. What 
started out March 

From the LA Clippers finally cutting 
it, to Comcast finally cutting it, to 
Duke players · who should have cut 
it. Going all in with my opinions ... 

13 as an innocent underage boozefest with exotic danc
ers took a turn for the worse when one of the dancers 
was allegedly raped by three of the lacrosse players. Two 
players have since been arrested, but they have the best 
legal counsel this side of Eagle, Co. (remember that Kobe 
Bryant fellow? I wonder what happened to him). The 
lawyers' advice to avoid conviction: "Keep your mouths 
shut and your fingers lacrossed." 

Here's the bad part, though. If you're like my 
roommate and want another feminine-friendly, 

sensitive shirt to go along 
with your "Female Body 
Inspector" t-shirt, you're 

out ofluck. The sale of Duke 
lacrosse merchandise is up 400% since 

this story went public, and many stores can't 
keep enough in stock. One Duke bookstore 

employee bemoaned, "Our shelves are just like the 
lacrosse players; they just can't keep clothes on 'em." 

By a show of hands, who thinks there should be rules 
about insensitive clothes like that? I'm talking strict rules 
- kinda like baseball's new steroid policy that busted 
Diamondbacks' minor league pitcher Angel Rocha for 
his second steroid offense. Rocha was suspended 100 

games for his less than angelic behavior, but that's not 
the irony of it all. Think about it, the guy is chemical
ly superior to the majority of his opponents and he's 
still in the minor leagues. With the Diamondbacks. 
It's like failing a history test after being caught 

cheating. Twice. At least Barry Bonds has some major 
league success to show for his shriveled testicles. 

That reminds me, Bonds has finally been punished 
for his illegal behavior. That's right, you heard it here 
first. The commissioner's office has slapped a $5,000 
fine on the slugger for wearing larger-than-allowed 
wristbands. Major League Baseball is really taking a 
stand on this one, hoping to, in the words of one of
ficial "show the youngsters out there that cheaters 
don't get away with anything. Except maybe the title 
of the Greatest Homerun Hitter of All Time - but 
his wallet really took a hit. Let this be a lesson to all 
of you, we are not joking around." 

Like me. I'm not joking around either. This is it. 
I've used up my last funny anecdote, my last sports 
joke. There's no more gas in the tank, no more 

change in the pockets. I'm through, but before 
I go, there's one thing I've always wanted to 
do. My editors have never allowed me to have 

misspellings, bad grammar or incomplete 
thoughts in my columns. Also I never was 
great with good byes, so 
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Good teachers deserve an A+ 
A look at some of the teachers that are actually worth the money you pay 

/ 

by micheal donaldson 
mpd010200@utdallas.edu 

"Don't take Macalevey for Physics. He's 
terrible." When it comes time to register 
for classes, chances are that this is the only 
type of advice you will hear. Many students 
choose UTD for the quality of its academic 
programs, but it seems that, once they're 
here, the only suggestions they can offer 
are about who not to take; the good teach
ers largely get ignored, though not without 
reason. 

There are a thousand-and-one different 
things that make an incompetent professor 
and UTD, like every other university in the 
world, has its fair share of them. They can 
be too hard or too easy, terrible lecturers, 
terrible graders, boring, uncaring, confus-

ing - the list goes on and on. 
By comparison the list of things that 

makes a good professor is relatively small 
and seems to be common to all, no mat
ter what the subject. Good professors are 
knowledgeable; they are clear in their ex
planations; they genuinely care about their 
students' success, and make extra time to 
help students that need it. Most impor
tantly, they do their best to make the ma
terial interesting to learn. 

All too often, the good professors go 
unrecognized. I think we should all do our 
part to try to change this and focus on the 
good professors. Here are some examples: 

Arts & Humanities: 
Dr. Theresa Towner, Humanities 

Though she teaches a class that can eas
ily turn tedious and time-consuming, Towner 
works hard to ensure that her lessons are en
tertaining as well as productive. She encour
ages all students to offer their insights during 
discussions and takes their interests into ac
count when developing her plans. 

Robert Nelsen, Intro. to the Arts 
Though, unfortunately, Nelsen generally 

only teaches CV class, anyone who has the 
opportunity should take one of his classes. 
Nelsen has a way of teaching that students 
find constantly encouraging, despite their 
predispositions. If a student feels that they 
cannot draw, for instance, Professor Nelsen's 
enthusiasm to see his students succeed 
convinces them that they can. Students feel 
that they learn as much about themselves as 
they do about art in his courses. 

Others: Betty Wiesepape, Creative 

Writing 

Management: 
~ 

Mine Ozer, International Business 
As a degree requirement, this is not the 

most interesting subject matter, but Ozer 
makes it interesting by involving students 
in the class rather than just lecturing. She 
takes breaks from the normal routine for 
fun activities that help students gain an 
understanding of the material. She also 
makes a point of learning the names of all 
of her students. 

Mark LePlant, Business Finance 
Though the material is hard, LePlant 

does his best to provide students with a 
clear understanding. He keeps very open 
office hours and makes himself available 
to help students without just passing them 
off to the TA at every turn. The course 
organization is clear, and students know 
both what they can expect from him and 
what he expects from them. 

Others: David Richey, Organizational 
Behavior; Tiffany Bortz, Audit and Inter
mediate Accounting, I & II 

Engineering & Comp Sci: 
Hoi Lee, Power Management Circuits 

Lee is knowledgeable and entertaining 
with a unique talent for explaining dif
ficult concepts. He also is a proven pro
fessional in the field who works at Texas 
Instruments; he teaches at UTD only be
cause he has a passion for the material and 
likes to help students become interested 
as well. 

Larry King, Computer Science II 
Due to his extensive experience, King 

has a great familiarity with the bane of all 
CS majors - debugging. Mter many years 
of experience teaching students and build
ing programs of his own, he is able to help 
students understand why their errors oc
curred, enabling them to better avoid them 
in the fun:re. King is also very interesting 

lecturer. 
Others: J.B. Lee, Electronic Devices; 

David Russo, Software Engineering 

Social Sciences: 
Dr. Edward Harpham, Government 

Rather than what most students expect 
from the class (a dry repetition of facts we 
have all heard since elementary school), 
Harpham's lectures are enjoyable and en
gaging. He forces his students to think by 
playing devil's advocate to their ideas and 
presenting old issues in a new, intriguing 
light. If you don't have an opinion on the 
subject when you get to the class, you will 
by the time you leave it. 

Others: Paul 
Jarkowski, Pov
erty and Unem
ployment; Kathy 
Lingo, Interper
sonal Communi
cations 

Natural 
~ 

Science & 
~ 

Math: 
Mieczyslaw 
Dabkowski, Complex 
Var. 

Beyond providing a clear 
understanding of the material, 
it is apparent to Dabkowski's 
students that he truly cares 
about their success. Rather 
than focusing on being able to 
solve individual problems, he 
tries to ensure that students 
have a clear grasp of the under-

lying concepts, ensuring their success not 
just on his tests, but on the later applica
tion of the material outside class. 

Others: Dr. John Sibert, Chemistry 2; 
Gregory Earle, Electronics; Paul Stanford, 
Linear Algebra. 

General Studies: 
Jim Wohlgehagen, lnstr. in Mathematics 

Wohlgehagen is heavily involved in the 
field, as Math Coordinator for Plano ISD. 
All of his lectures have a point, and students 
leave each class with the definite feeling that 
they have learned something valuable each 
and every time. Students are encouraged to 
participate in every lecture, and Wohlgehagen 
feels that student discussions are an integral 
part of the educational process. 
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Can Barnes and Noble be beat? 
Weighing the issue of a co-op bookstore 

PRO: j 
s '\< 

by michael seeligson 
rnichae l.sceligson@student.utdallas.cdu 

I t is high time for a student run co-op bookstore on campus to provide books and 
school apparel at an affordable cost. 

UTD has long been dominated by businesses providing services to students at 
higher than average rates. With school endorsed monopolies on campus such as Water
view Park Apartments, Aramark and Barnes and Noble, it is the students who get the 
bad end of the deal. 

When a few students realized that The Pub could be run better, they put together a 
proposal and now it is one of the most popular spots on campus. The line often runs out 
the door during lunchtime simply because students are doing a good job providing food 
at a cheaper price. 

It is time for a similar organization to take over the campus bookstore. Barnes and 
Noble's contract expires soon, providing the opportunity for an on campus organization 
to provide books at a cheaper cost and' give back to the UTD community. 

Last year, the co-op at UT Austin donated more than $13 million to campus orga
nizations and scholarship funds. Certainly a newly founded co-op bookstore at UTD 
would not see a profit in the first few years, and thus would not be in a position to 
immediately give back to campus. With success, however, the funds generated by the 
bookstore would feed back into campus events and provide tangible results. 

The UTD bookstore is in a perfect position to lead the charge in campus spirit. Much 
of the burnt orange apparel seen around the state was an initiative ofUT football coach 
Mack Brown that the Austin co-op picked up and promoted. UTD could use a similar 
movement to mass promote orange and green. 

Additionally, a co-op bookstore would provide a great opporrunity for students of the 
36th best management school in the country to gain real world management experience 
without leaving campus. Those students, more in touch with the needs of their peers, 
would certainly be able to provide solid service and would not need to charge more. Just 
because it is possible to make more money, does not mean it is the best thing to do . 

CON: 
by aidan skoyles 

skoylcs@student.utdallas.edu 

o-op book store is not a good idea. It stands to take the job away from a large, 
fficient business (Barnes & Noble) and place it squarely in the hands of my 
avorite bureaucratic behemoth - UTD. I'm as much a fan of the school as 

anyone else, but a school should focus on educating, not on the immense logistics of 
running a store. 

Suggestions that the students could run the shop are equally unrealistic. We're here 
to be educated, not to run a·shop.-If you want to work in a bookstore, Barnes and Nobles 
will surely take you. 

A university or student run co-op simply does not bode well for better service, and 
I cannot believe that simply changing the owners will do anything to improve school 
spirit or collegial karma. 

While the co-op theory may work at other schools like UT Austin, its transplanta
tion here is a risky proposition. It will certainly take massive investment and a dedi
cated work force; five years on, we may be .right back where we started - with a 
relatively well run, if pricey, bookstore that also sells a smattering of school logo shirts 
and stickers. 

Any concerns with price-gouging or feelings (however unfounded) of general mal
aise when going to the current bookstore can be solved by driving the whopping 1 mile 
to Off-Campus Books, or the 30-feet to the computer lab (there's one in the bookstore 
building!). Go online. Google your ISBN numbers. You'll likely find the book for even 
less than the bookstore's used price. 

I hate paying for books as much as the next guy, but ifl need a book immediately, I'll 
go to the book store, and I won't complain at the extra cost for the extra convenience. A 
co-op run store should charge similarly more. It would be daft not to. 

We have plenty of things to fix at UTD before it's the best it can be. But let's choose 
our battles. Pick something that will make a real difference, not hand the school a job 
that it 's not suited to do. 
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Walking do1Nn 

by neha chinai 
ne ha.chinai@student. u tdal.las .edu 

0 e 
Of all the Seven Deadly Sins, gluttony is definitely the yummiest. Without gluttony 

I would not be able to stuff my face until I'm about to burst. So I've picked four places 

for you to indulge, sin freely - and yes, be as gluttonous as a big, fat pig. 
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How rock music lost its 7" grooves (and part of its soul) 

by jordan youngblood 
jry031 OOO@u tdallas. ed u 

I've done this entire Spin Zone on singles, which 
I consider to be a vitally important part of the music 
scene. 1hey've always existed as · the first contact zone 
of fans with their band's newest work; they represent 
what a band feels is their best chance at connecting 
with a potential fan base, and for the especially daring, 
a chance to create a new identity. · 

Non-album singles used to be prevalent. in those 
halcyon days of shopping at the record store for LPs 
and trading mixtape cassettes with your friends. Bands 
would stick little gems on the B-sides of those singles 
- the songs that, if you kr1ew 'em, indicated that you 
were a real fan . They were a badge of honor. 

Singles were love letters from the band to their au
dience, including live favori tes that never really fit on an 
album, goofy experiments that often revealed the true 
character of a band, and individual artwork. Buy-
ing a single meant more than getting a song off 
the new album early. It was a part of the greater 
discography, a vital element of its own accord. 

Now, however, singles are little more than 
a single click on iTunes. There might be an 
obligatory awful remix, but nothing really of 
consequence. People pick and choose their 
favorite songs to the tune of a dollar apiece. 

I can't blame the picky consumer, as J 
I wouldn't want to waste $12 on an al- ~ .. 
bum I'd only listen to for one track. The 0 
only reason the Killers even exist in the 
popular lexicon is because they happened 
to stick four catchy songs at the very front 
of the record, meaning people might as well 
buy the CD and have all of them in one con
venient place. 

' ' Singles were love letters 
from the band to their audience ... 
they meant more than getting a 

new song off the album early. ' ' 

However, this mindset is killing both the single and the 
album formats. Record companies won't spend money on 
bands without a clear-cut commercial appeal. The concept 
of" quality control" is thrown out the window when bands 
know most people will only buy one particular song. 

Make sure it's good, and you've got at least a small 
money-maker on your hands; the other songs on the al
bum are of lesser importance. Things like creative album 
artwork and liner notes are tossed aside in favor of bare 
chests and skimpy clothes for mass consumption. 

Besides, people never see the inside of the album 
anyway with a digital download. People refer to songs 
on the CD now by their track number, not their name. 
Song order is no longer important on the album when 
people can skip and choose as they see fit. Flow and the
matic coherency are tossed aside. Hell, even band names 
are expendable. 

Is this any different from past generations? Not re
ally. Certainly the concept of the "one-hit wonder" is not 
a new one. What I am concerned about is how that soul 
is disappearing from pop music almost completely, and 
the intimacy of the single has disappeared except in small 
markets. The consumer has almost no connection to the 
bands they listen to, which now exist as little more than 
platforms for a group of songs that might turn a profit. 

People are willing to give up their love for -less and 
less these days, and are just as quick to remove it. 1he 

idea of a "devoted fan base" disappears with each pass
ing year, with each follow-up album that falls on deaf 
ears and updated iPods. 

The ease of obtaining music has made us both 
picky and fickle. Why spend time getting to know 

a band when you can skip to a track you know 
you like with a press of a button? What's the 

point in loving a whole album, faults and all? 
Those of us who still hang out at the record 

store talking about obscure B-sides, and still 
buy the (ever diminishing) unique singles 
have been deemed "hipsters". I can live with 
that. You know what people who hung out 
at the record store talking about their fa
vorite songs in the 1960's waiting for their 
favorite band's new single were called? Teen

agers and college students. just a thought . 
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SINGLES THAT AREN'T "BAD DAY" OR "YOU'RE BEAUTlFUL" 
Stop audio terrorism at the source! Listen to these instead! 
CAMERA OBSCURA- Lloyd, I'm Ready To Be Heartbroken 

For some unknown reason, the ghost of Motown has descend
ed upon Scottish twee pop bands this year. Belle and Sebastian's 
The Life Pursuit was funkier than it had any right to be com
ing from a conglomerate of thin, bookish, white people, and now 
their spiritual successors, Camen Obscura, wander along with 
instrumentation stolen from some lost Supremes song. Swooning 
strings, organ, horns, and harmonies everywhere transport you 

back to 1967, but the distinctly light voice oflead singer Tracy
anne Campbell and gleaming guitar leads plant it firmly in the 
present. The themes are still the same (schoolyard love affairs in 
sweater vests) but the music has matured since 2004's Under
achievers Please Try Harder to more than a doe-eyed copycat of 
their beloved predecessors. It's cute but not cloying, dreamy but 
not sappy, charming but not overbearing. 

PHOENIX- Long Distance Call 

'-- ·· 

by jordan youngblood 
jry031000@utdallas.edu 

For some unknown reason, the ghost of Motown has de
scended upon Scottish twee pop bands this year. Belle and Se
bastian's The Life Pursuit was funkier than it had any right to be 
coming from a conglomerate of thin, bookish, white people, and 
now their spiritual successors, Camera Obscura, wander along 
with instrumentation stolen from some lost Supremes song. 
Swooning strings, organ, horns, and harmonies everywhere 

transport you back to 196 7, but the distinctly light voice of lead 
singer Tracyanne Campbell and gleaming guitar leads plant it 
firmly in the present. The themes are still the same (school
yard love affairs in sweater vests) but the music has matured 
since 2004's Underachievers Please Try Harder to more than a 
doe-eyed copycat of their beloved predecessors. It's cute but not 
cloying, dreamy but not sappy, charming but not overbearing. 

THE RACONTEURS- Store Bought Bones 
"Steady As She Goes" is the one you'll likely hear on the 

radio, but this song- the other one released on the double A
side single - is the snarling barnstormer that indicates what this 
Jack White/Brandon Benson supergroup is capable of doing. 
The keyboards that start the song are already distorted enough 
to be guitars; they just layer on top of each other, piling on the 
grooves, until everything drops out and White utterly shreds the 

track into nothingness. The man may be partially responsible 
for the rise in simplistic garage rock again, but when it comes 
down to it, he's a damn good guitarist when the need arises. It's 
all over in 2:25, during which they don't even bother with a real 
chorus. Verse, verse, bridge, solo, over. That's really all you need; 
any longer and you'd have time to catch your breath. It's the 
White Stripes, fleshed out and beefed up. 

MID LAKE- Young Bride 

The fact that I'm almost willing to call this song the best of the 
2000's, not just 2006, is indicative of how much I like this song. I 
love it. Dearly. I can't write up a dissertation explaining why it is the 
best song I've heard this year, can't give you a proof of its musical 
greatness. All I know is whenever that opening violin slithers in, 
layered on top of a simple, delicate acoustic guitar, only to slowly 
pick up steam with a thudding bass line and distorted drums into 
the single greatest chorus of the past ... ever, I'm already setting up 

the repeat on my iPod for another spin. Lead singer Tim Smith 
holds control of the verses, but he's enveloped by his bandmates' 
harmonies in such a way to form one of the most beguiling vocal 
parts in a long while. The evolution from the band's 2004 record 
Bamnan and Slivercork to now is such a quantum leap that it's 
hard to believe it's the same band. The music video is just as good 
as well. If this doesn't earn the band stardom, women, and houses 
made entirely of gold, something is wrong. 
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by art zachary 
acz021000@utdallas.edu 

A. ll of those in favor of strict objectivity in journal
ism would have changed their opinion had they 
endured the fourth annual SUAAB Big Concert 

:'.nd Comedy event. 
I don't intend to speak for everyone, certainly. I at

tended due to my younger sisters' unhealthy obsession for 
Taking Back Sunday. The majority of the crowd really did 
seem to be pretty excited. The majority of the crowd also 
really did seem ·to be too young to actually drive them
selves to the concert. 

Truth be told, I only saw a handful of concert-goers 
who could be confirmed as UTD students, which makes 
sense since the big draw band appeals more to the aver
age Hot Topic consumer than the average high school 
graduate. 

The night was not an entire waste, however, as quite 
a few UTD students profited from SUAAB's efforts by 
scalping their free tickets to the teenagers waiting outside 
the Activity Center. Clearly, SUAAB had found a con
cert that appealed to the college crowd - or at least to 
their business instincts- right across the street from the 
School of Management. 

This is no new occurrence; past concerts have been 
similarly populated by non-students, which indicates 
that the board consistently selects acts that do not appeal 
to our student body. However, this lack of student sup
port hasn't kept them from spending $90,000 in student 
money to provide this entertainment. The people outside 
weren't being greedy; they were really getting their money 
back. 

The ~nergy of the audience was undeniable. Undeni
able by everyone except perhaps BJ Novak, the comedian 
and actor featured who is most popularly known for his 
role in NBC's The Office. His set was solid. He had some 
good material, and perhaps if he had been playing to the 
audience he intended to meet, the welcome would have 
been warmer. Or rather, warm at all. 

Instead, he found shoes and water bottles thrown in 
his direction. It is unfortunate that the one facet of the 
show that would pass muster for a college-aged audience 
caused shouts of strong protest from the 'misunderstood 
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photo courtesy of taklngbacksunday.com 

Taking Back Sunday perfonned as the headliner band at SUAAB's $90,000 Big Concert, which catered more to high schoolers than 
UTD students. The event, held Aprll12 in the Activity Center, was interrupted by a prohibition on crowd surfing. 

youth' that had taken over. I'm sure UTD stands in high 
regard in his mind now. 

Next on the bill was last minute replacement opener 
Facing New York. I would likely have more to say about 
this band, if only I had heard them. Or rather, discerned 
them from the great din of noise emanating from the gi
ant speaker array that was, I can only assume, assembled 
to make the whole affair seem more professional. 

Considering that they were playing in a venue with 
the acoustics of a high-school gymnasium, I actually give 
them points for being audible at all. Seeing that the only 
places in our school that provide decent acoustics for mu
sical acts could seat a grand total of maybe 400 people 
together, this issue might need to be addressed first. All 
criticism aside, Facing New York had .one thing going for 
them: awesome moustaches. 

Mter an incredibly long period of tedious waiting 
involving another set from the now-weary Novak, the 
anxiously awaited "headliner" hit the stage. A surge of 
crowd surfing, which admittedly had been building since 
Facing New York, now burst-into full force. Tens of fans 
crashed over the crowd and into the unfortunate souls 
stuck guarding the front of the stage. It actually began to 
resemble a real, active rock concert. 

However, such genuine excitement was swiftly quelled 
by the lead singer having to read a strident warning about 
"respecting and considering university property" written 
by the President of the University. It's always a dangerous 
thing when people get excited at concerts. 

All fun-dampering aside, I'm sure the paying und_erage 
audience filing out was satisfied. Both of my sisters agreed 
that Taking Back Sunday did a great job. I think this says 
a lot. While I appreciate SUAAB showing them a good 
time, neither of my sisters pays tuition to UTD. At the 
end of the day, I can't help feeling that a great waste of 
student fee dollars occurred. 

Taking Back Sunday's music showcases the drama 
of the high school student, exemplifYing pre-pubescent 
emotional angst; previously considered bands by SUAAB 
for the same money such as Wilco, Ben Folds and others 
have the ability to write songs without talking about their 
girlfriend, their crappy job, and their alienation. 

If more time was spent getting the actual opinions 
of students or planning further ahead so a more age-ap
propriate band could be engaged, the Big Concert would 
have attracted more students whose tuition dollars pro
vide for "big" concerts and fewer kids ignoring their lOth 
grade biology homework. 
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Learning moronless 
1. 

14. 

-

by walter voit 
wvoit<!llstudent.utdallas.cdu 

by juliann peterson 
jmp046000@utdallas.edu 

ACROSS 
1. Guevara et.al. 

5. It goes with a leg 

8. Perl SQL Interface 
11. Phone message 

14. Pledge 

15. It comes before blllty and lson 
16._ Llngus 

17. Phone action 

18. Kind of IPod 
19. Hospital room 
20. Density to a physicist 

21. Phone greeting 
22. Courageous Gallus domesti

cus? 

25. Fix 

26. Chest protector {2 wds.) 

27. Report 
29._humbug 
32. Wearing next to nothing? 

37. Eager 

39. Hooter 
40. Wanting 

41. Donate gate proceeds? 

44. It now gives 2400 reasons for 
cheer 

46. Half of a sleeping sickness fly 

47. Frolics In the water 
48. Core surrounder 

50. Scottish port that with a 

vengeful sounding pame 

53. 00 0, 011, 10 1, 11 0 
54. Screw on a lid? 

58. Be unsure 

60. Consume 

61. Wrath 
62. Stupid pun? 

68. HS equiv. 

69. Brag about Energy co? 

70. Identical 

72. Shaka's tribe 

75. An oversized sea critter? 

80. Brockovich 
81. Kind of birth control {abbr.) 

82. Any high mountain 

83. pi * R2 

84. There are seven 

85. Cool drink 

86. Disseminate falsehoods 

87. eBayed 

88. Feather partner 
89. _ a jolly good fellow 

90. Con-sole foot frenzy 
91. Fitting last clue 

DOWN 

1. Pick through 

2. Follicular growth 

3. Sicilian spewer 

4. Hindu destroyer 

5. Kind of Keys 
6. Wealthy trader? 

7. Hawaiian Island 

8. With sinister intentions 
9. Grasped 

10. Dewrinkler 

11. Wearing footgear 
12. Tlmbuktu locale 

13. Datum 

17. It can be cut or smoked 
23. Flow brother 

24.Phone 

28. Pacific 
29. Catch 

30. Cable letters 

31.STD 

33. Dolly, et. al. 

34. Place 

35. Perot brainchild 

36. Color 

38. Kind of drops 
42. Levy a duty to flight 800? 

43. Hullabaloo 
44. See a shape? 

45. HS tests 
48. Related to a wing 

49. Maize unit 

50. Put together 
51. The cruclgramatist, In this 

18. 

22. 

37. 

41 . 

58. 

62. 

80. 

84. 

88. 

case 

52. Puerto Rican spirit 
54. Intestinal tract 

55. Sharp edge 

56. Get old 
57. Color of #48 across 

59. Boy toys 

63. "Wolf shall dwell with the 

lamb" prophet 

64. Apostle who didn't betray 

65. Radiates 

66. Friendly spirit 

67. Velocity letters 

71. Eliminate 
72. Gusto 

73. Kidney waste product 

74. One who engages in #86 

across • 
76. Lacking #2 down 

77. Tool of #10 down 
78. Blend gradually 

79. Grid iron gear 

~.&\.. ~{ODEST ~POS~-'\L 
'-··· 

8. 9. 10. 12. 13. 

16. 

20. 

F A S L 

A F N A 
R E X 

A A 

L N K 
I M K E 
F A S D 



Ample Distractions 
In light of the Da Vinci Code which will hit theaters 
May 19, puzzlers can delight in an introduction to 
cryptography. We warmly welcome wild ideas and 
support sly submissions from Comets, Comettes and 
Commies alike. Enjoy! 

by walter voit 
wvoit@studcnt.utdallas.edu 

8 9 6 3 

3 5 7 6 

4 8 

2 4 1 

4 5 2 7 
9 ·5 4 

1 7 

5 7 3 4 

3 8 5 9 

9 6 1 5 
5 2 4 8 

2 1 

2 9 

5 8 4 1 6 3 

9 7 

9 1 

7 4 8 3 

6 7 5 8 

puzzles & games I summer 2006 

Widsom from \Y"inston: Never, never, never give up 
Cryptography 101 / 

''Li 61':K. auli jr{qj wk_urx;jk_k,lioo, rclilis jr{qj." 
Hint: 'Caesar Cipher' 
For the casual puzzle solver: this simple shift cipher (of 3 letters) was used over 2000 
years ago by julius Caesar to co.mmunicate with his generals in the field. 

"Zd pj[ slit yaw rqwmmaa n waotndw wvi ggjm ty Um a6uaa !l tviqw~ " 
~ 

Hint: 'Vigenere cipher' 
For budding cryptographers: this puzzle is based on a cipher developed in the 1500s 
which·encrypts using a letter tableau to match the plaintext with a known key. Once 

· thought unbreakable, methodS are known to crack longer ciphers without a known key . . 
To solve this puzzle, treat each letter in the ciphertext as an integer 0-25 and subtract 
the value of that character from: the value of the key at that given spot. 1he key in this 
case is the surname of a certain author of A Modest Proposal in its pre-UTD sense. 

"'}{u6 rliu vcXjj puqtg mcfgm6, liuqfj U{.m li ojkf;glio, clij ~ ctligm; liuq 
"'/tU~/fiu 'vqfj :{Stg mcfg1Jt6,4~Uqfj U{_m fi ~ujtgsfiirifst, cfij U{_Rg/ifui ", 
1:'•' ·o-y ::: 

1 161290 291 

. 520686 607586 255162 ' 

f&~. 'RSN 

math: this puzzle.willJ!~~vide more of a challenge. 

.l6129Q 3454275~0686 607586 255162 

41339J'293503 092900 514023 723348 . 

. 1 1832l6 ·r29J89 152727155839 541078 

. . 
For true cryptographers: this . · involves factoring.fdrge prime numbers which 

with known . · given the 
be cracked.'l1J · · convert the p1Y:ras 
25. 1hen appiy blocks. 1he first . <: 

corresponds to:&: P 'c spacing can later be., 
deduced.' To aid decryption I g~v~.both the public and the privqte keys -public modulus: · 
n = 794609, public exponent: ·e =· 7, two initial primes: p = 997 and q = 797, Totient: 
phi(n) = 792816 which is (p-1)*(q-1), private exponent: d = 226519. Typicaliy oniy n 
and e are given which to encrypt messages using c = m"e mod (n) where · 

· ciphertext and m converted into blocks. Have fun! 



I~ • ,. .. '~ 
· ~· 

by michael seeligson 
micho1el. eeli~on@student.utd.Ulaudu 

Spring has come and gone, summer has now 
set in, and UTD students are still complaining 
about school spirit. 

But changes are afoot everywhere I look on 
campus, and I'm pleased. Both students and ad
ministrators are starting to realize that pride in 
the appearance of a university is one of many 
important steps toward making UTD the best 
it can be. 

Indeed, campus is generally headed in the 
right direction. More students are involved in 
organizations, and each freshman class brings an 
increasingly social group of students. 

Additionally, the university has stepped up 
to the plate with campus improvement, adding 
grass and flower beds in addition to much need
ed brick and mortar fixes. 

Gone are the days of tripping over cracks in 
the sidewalk and then noticing the orange spray 
paint. Gone are the days of wondering why the 
only trees in the main part of campus cast shade 
on the most uninviting of places. 

Hopefully, soon will be gone the days of visit
ing Qyad-C and wondering \Yhy a community 
college has a prettier campus than the third best 
public university in the state. 

But with the university stepping up to make 
the school better, tudents are losing excuses to 
complain. 

Recently appointed Vice President for Busi
ness Affairs Larry Terry has led the charge to 
make campus an inviting place. Pre ident David 
Daniel is making changes throughout the 

graphic illustration by michael seeligson 
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school. Both administrators are advocates for the 
students and can be seen wandering, seemingly 
without aim at times, looking for ways to make 
the school better. 

Students now have administrators that want 
to listen, and all students need to do is bring an 
idea and take a swing. 

Dr. Terry, Executive Vice President and Pro
vost B. Hobson Wildenthal, and Dr. Daniel rep
resent UTD on a committee to admWstrate the 
recently acquired SlO million campus beautifi
cation fund. Four firms from Massachusetts to 
California are competing to design and imple
ment the campus-wide face lift. Students have 
a chance to provide valuable input while this is 
in the planning phase. Both Dr. Daniel and Dr .• 
Terry read their emails. 

Dr. Terry's goal is to provide a campus that 
inspires students to play frisbee on the lawns, to 
lounge in the quad, and to chat on green picnic 
tables. 

"We should try to take back as much of the 
land as we can,"Terry said. 

But as much as administrators wander cam
pus, they cannot know exactly what students 
want. Though unlikely, it is possible that as stu
dents admire the improved surroundings from 
air-conditioned sky-walks, their favorite parts of 
campus could disappear as well. 

UTD, like Dallas in general, has an adver
tising problem. Up to this point, organizations 
have been haphazard about advertising: Meteor 
Theater's signs, though effective, have become 
waterlogged and tend to topple faster than they 
did when new. 

Even o, the fact is that on-campus adver
tising works. Flyering Waterview a p a r t -

ments, however, is time 
consuming and the papers stack 
up and receive little notice. 

White A-frame signs display in the 
middle of walkways and have print large 
enough for students to notice. A Modest Pro
posal stands are bright red and catch the eye of 
students. 1he UTD Mercury stands are easy to 
locate in many of the buildings hallways and in
tersections. 

As a committee searches for world-renowned 
architects to redesign the campus exterior, stu
dents need to come together to propose better 
advertising venues for campus organizations. 
· Large bulletin boards, A-frame signs and 
roofed cylinders for postings are all feasible. 
Money and re ources are available. Students are 
complaining for more advertising and school 
spirit. Someone simply needs to step up and or
ganize the project. 

As students at UTD, it is now your respon
sibility to do more and stop complaining. If you 
see cigarette butts, pick them up and put them 
in the trash. If you see papers blowing around 
campus, take the five seconds out of your day. If 
something needs to be repainted, send an email 
to businessaffairs@utdallas.edu. 

If you have a bigger project in mind, ask the 
Advancement Office about the alumni grant 
project for student initiatives. You can get up to 
SS,OOO for a project that you dream up. Some of 
this funding has already been committed for a 
disc golf course on campus. 

The campus is ready for change - are you 
ready to change it? 
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