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oossa cam 
by kimberley allen 
kim.allen@student.utdallas.edu 

Waterview is in the red, and only 
because of shady money dealings and 
wasteful spending on "maintenance." 

Since last month's article, I've spent 
hours pouring over 4 large binders con
taining 2 lh years of financial informa
tion for Phases 5-9. Mter looking hard 
at the numbers, it's obvious to me that 
10% rent increases are little more than a 
scheme to rake in the big bucks. 

UTD predicts destitution and finan
cial ruin in Waterview's near future un
less students pay more. In my opinion, it 
is forecasting low future incomes, there
by overstating Waterview's deficit for 
this year to justifY the rent increases. The 
average monthly income for this year is 
no less than it was last year, but they're 
projecting far worse. 

Waterview stands to gain $400,000 a 
year by increasing rent in Phases 8 and 
9 alone (based on an occupancy of 900 
students paying S36 more a month).This 
amount more than compensates for any 
deficits, especially when you consider 
there wouldn't be any deficit but for the 
half million taken to float UTD's bud
get shortfall. The money from the other 
7 phases is just extra stuffing in their 
pockets. Waterview could easily afford to 
raise rent by 6% instead. 

If that's the case, how does the admin
istration explain an excessive increase? 
Dr. Daniel explained in last month's 
CHAC meeting that they'll need the 
extra dough for certain projects, s~ as 
wirekss internet for Waterview and new 
freshman dorms. 

Nothing justifies prohibitively hik
ing rents to fund UTD's capital projects. 
These dorms can pay for themselves.The 
university must raise the capital for the 
dorms the way they do for every other 
building on campus. It's appalling, the 
way UTD milks students for money at 

Note on a Waterview resident's apartment door expressing the frustration many residents feel . 

every turn and expects us to take it. 
How easily they forget: Waterview 

exists solely to provide students with af
fordable campus housing, not to create 
a lucrative monopoly to fund projects, 
mitigate UTD's deficits, and pay off the 
Utley Foundation. 

Students should be aware that Phases 
1-4 are owned by the "non-profit" Utley 
Foundation. Many years ago, the Foun
dation put up the necessary capital to 
build the first four phases. These bring 
in a gross revenue of over $6 million a 
year. The Foundation keeps 93% and 
compensates UTD for the use of uni
versity-owned land by giving back 7%. 

When rent is raised next year, the Utley 
Foundation will bank an easy $600,000, 
and UTD will receive $120,000 at most. 

Furthermore, UTD administrators 
must look into the management of the 
Waterview properties. First Worthing, the 
company that manages the apartments, is 
owned by the Utley Family. (Are we sur
prised?!) It's safe to say that Bob Utley is 
whistling all the way to the bank, thanks 
to UTD. The company's contract is ex
piring this year, and I'll be suspicious if 
UTD turns down other companies' bids 
to manage the apartments. 

Administrators must examine the 
possibility that First Worthing is wast7 

( ( How easily they forget: Waterview exists 
solely to provide students with affordable campus 
housing, not to create a lucrative monopoly to 
fund projects, mitigate UTD's deficits, and pay off 

the Utley Foundation. ' ' 

ing money and inflating costs. One 
disgruntled student reports that techni
cians have checked the air filters in his 
apartment seven times in two months! 
And I'm sorry to say I've had a similar 
problem: technicians replace my air fil
ters each month without bothering to 
check them at all. I've watched them do 
it month after month. Am I to believe 
these are isolated incidents? 

I've heard from a dozen students that 
the Waterview Commission's mandated 
maintenance audit (for which UTD paid 
$84,000) was far from thorough. In my 
case, examiners came and left my apart
ment in mere minutes and never in
spected bedrooms, bathrooms, or kitchen 
space. Other students have said the same: 
the auditors came, they saw, they left. I 
relayed this to the proper authorities; they 
speculated that the auditors likely came 
back a second time. I'd like to believe they 
did, too, but Waterview never followed up 
the audits with a phone call or survey. 

All this to say, I'm not convinced that 
Waterview is doing all it can to ease the 
financial burden it will place on students 
next year. As evidence of wasteful spend
ing and general mismanagement come to 
the attention of this paper and Student 
Government, we doubt the good inten
tions of Waterview and the university. 
We know we are not alone. And I fear 
that UTD is heading into another night
mare if it begins talks with First Worth
ing to manage the new freshman dorms. 

AMP will continue to report on the 
Waterview issue as it develops . As W .H. 
Auden said, all we have is a voice to undo 
the folded lie. • 

Kim Allen is on a scholarship that helps with housing. 

j ust in case you wondered why she lives in waterview. 

Discuss this article at am(!.utda/las.edu! 
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Document I:· 
vvarerv1ew • UTD Net mcome and Use of Funds 

Net Income to UTD (All Phases)_ VIA"" .. \A .. , · . L 

Expenditures 
Debt Service (Phases VII, VIII, IX) 
Housing Office 
AES ScholarshiPS 
Residential Life Program 
Contribution to UTD Budget 

Other Capital Proiects: NIM-1/'1/H~A •. A 

FY06 \.J 
Fire alarm monitoring system 
Advertising for Housing Director 
Apartment Audits 

. Lighting Drive L 
• lighting Drive H 

Subtotal FYOO 
FY07 
Light Poles along Drive A 

Lighting in Pkg. Lot and near Playground 
Housing Feasibility Study 
Modifications to Blue Ught Phones 

Subtotal FY07 
FY08 - Capital Projects as Needed 

Total Expenditures 

Ending Balance to Reserves 

Housing Subsidies paid for AES Scholarship Residents 

Waterview - UTD Funding ver.2 

Document I (above): 
Dr. Daniel presented this spreadsheet at last month's 

Campus Housing Advisory Committee (CHAC) 
meeting to explain the need for rent increases. All 
handwritten notes are mine. Notice: the $500,000 
contribution to UTD's budget, the $84,116 spent on 
apartment audits, the $40,000 spent on Blue Light 
Phones that still don't work, and the $33,550 spent on a 
"housing feasibility study." 

Also note that the estimated net income for F¥07 
is dramatically low. In my opinion, they are forecasting 
numbers lower than is feasible for this year, given that 
the average monthly income is no less than it was last 
year. Lastly, note that FY08's projected income is more 
modest than it should be if rents are to increase 10%. 
D~es First Worthing expect to spend even more money 
next year on 40" plasma TVs? 

I. 
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~1 oif - ~'t15 
FY05 FY06 FY07 ·- •• ed~ FY08 IProiected) 

" ' • idJAA ~ - $ 4,053,150.00 $ 3,792,.376.00 f" 3,163,751.~ 1--$ 3 57 4,985.00 

-"----
$ 1,279,353.00 $ 1.431,431 .00 $ 1,428,584.00 $ 1,427,081 .00 
$ - $ 155,500.00 $ 162,388.00 $ 168,884.00 
$ 2,210,000.00 $ 2,140,000.00 $ 1,267 271 .00 $ 1,267,271 .00 

$ 225,000.00 

~\ $ 500,000.00 

k:. 
$ 93,828.00 
$ 8,474.00 
$ 84,116.00 
$ 56,826,00 
$ 35,650 .. 00 
$ 278,894.00 

$ 21 ,049.00 
$ 66,440.00 
$ 33,550.00 
$ 40,000.00 
$ 161,039.00 

$ 100,000.00 

$ 3,489,353.00 $ 4,005,825.00 $ 3,519,282.00 $\ 3,188 236.0()-r;,") ...... __ ) 

$7 563,797.00 $ (213,449.00) $ (355,531.00l $ 386,749.00 

$ 670,906.00 $ 797,851 .00 $ 1,515,500.00 

' 

Document II (across): 
This spreadsheet shows Waterview's income for the 

current school year. (I wrote in two figures I received by email 
from the Business Affairs office.) The number that caught 
my eye is November's income: a mere $48,563. WTF, mate? 
In an email forwarded from Matt Grief, First Worthing 
Market Director Luca Finocchiaro offered this explanation: 

November's cash flow transfer to UTD (payment 
derived off of October's performance) was lower than in 
previous years for two main reasons: first, due to increased 
make-ready and general maintenance costs (elevated 
apartment turnover standards and the completion of unit 
audit repairs), and lastly; due to the timing and posting 
of a large UTD housing scholarship check received in 
September. Please remember that disbursements are 
based on cash, whereas all the accounting and reporting 
is done on an accr_ual basis. From the accrual budge~, one 
obviously makes adjustments off of what wasn't actually 

RA••~AA - .,_ 14-f\7 

collected and paid in the period and these are the 
adjustments you see in the Increase/Decrease in Accounts 
Payable or Accounts Receivable on the reports. 

In September 2006 the disbursement check to 
UTD was larger than expected due to the receipt of the 
scholarship check resulting in prepaid rent of$215k. As 
disbursements are based on cash, this large sum reflecting 
rent for multiple months was posted and accounted for 
in September, resulting in a larger disbursement to UTD 
than would otherwise have been the case due to the 
maintenance costs . In October, the property collected 
less rental revenue as many residents' rents were covered 
for multiple months from the scholarship check received 
in September. This equated to significantly less cash 
being received in the month, which in turn translated 
into a lower than "normal" disbursement check. 

In other words, they goofed. But that's all we know 
right now. • 
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Waterview to Wallow in 
Wealth- hat Now? 

Your cash ends up in some body's pocket 

by liz schmiedel 
liz.schmiedel@gmail.com 

So rent is going up around 50 bucks a month-not 
cool, not fair, but that's life in Waterview Park Apll!"t
ments. Why I should have to pay for long-overdue re
pairs, I'll never know, but there's not much I can do 
about it. I signed the petition, and hopefully you did, 
too. For that much money, they better kick things up a 
notch ... The following are a few of my suggestions. 

Fix the fire alarms. Please. I don't particularly en
joy being woken up every time one of my neighbors 
burns toast, microwaves a fork, or cooks up some crack. 
I don't keep count anymore, but it's gotten to the point 
that when the alarm starts blaring some people just 

Document II: 

418700 
V.•.•W"V""''·' •,••vJ_, . .._,,,,,,.,,v-•.•.,·v-'••• 

Reserve]_o/oC 'I _ _!?.39750 :...L_1_!l,572~--~-
418701 

······ ·· ········ · · · · · ·· · · · ········ · ···· · · ···· · · · · · · ···· -~- - -·· 

~lias~~~~ --- _ . .. _ . . ... ____ . . ...... ... . _ 
$ 7,167.00 $ 7,167.00 $ 

hang out inside, which could quickly turn dangerous if 
a legitimate fire sets it off 

Evict the birds living in my drier's vent. Or charge 

ii Evict the birds living in my 
dr ier's vent Or charge them 

rent ' ' ----

them rent. Not only are their squawks and scratches 
annoying, their nests block the ventilation shaft and it 
takes at least two cycles to dry my clothes. That means 
more energy and more money . .. wait, I don't have any 
more money-Waterview does! 

Now don't get me wrong on this one, I love the calm
ing effect of a properly landscaped pond jus t as much as 

$ s 

................ ! 
7,167.00 . $ 

130,271.00 .$ 89,417.00 $ s ,,,_.,..,, ________ _ 

the next person, but a sprinkler-induced pond isn't quite 
what I had in mind: Trudging through a muddy marsh
land is just fine for playing oozeball, but not for getting 
the mail. In fairness, Waterview has acknowledged this 
sprinkler problem and is "working" on it. 

Oh yeah, and I want my oven to stop heating when
ever I turn the knob to the "off" position. See above 
energy-equals-money-I -don't-have argument. Sup
posedly they're "working" on this, too. 

So what can we expect next year? With any luck 
some improvements, though I doubt enough to justify 
such a jump in rent. 

Probably another rent increase notification, perhaps 
to fund more extravagant giveaways like big screen TV s, 
gift cards, and other expensive goodies. Glad to see my 
money is being put to good use. • 

Liz spends an inordinate amount of time laughing about how her last 
name can derail an entire newspaper making operation. 

Discuss this article at am,P. utda/las.edu! 

s 52,122.12 

$ s 

~~···· · ············· j iiiiOOOO].j : ~.~~ I I ••••• t::_.,oOO~ -•.. 22,50000 ' = ., ,! ................................ ......... $·:"'"""""''""'"""""' 
1 $: ........ .. ..................... + .. $ ..................................... $, .................................... .. $:·· ........ 112,500.00 

___ !269.925 ___ _; ________ 1- ---f-~-~--

TOTAL v~8710 ii25itiiixi]l :i95.'§oo.i ' . 48563:00 I ;.,i[oo;r 346Ei'e<l~ ~~: t~.i~{· -~ = $ . 

P'riOrvear · ·········· s2&6;12ii:oo T$ 39~:sos:oo)f347;1iio.oo l30o,9oS:oo f397,33o:i>if $ 367,so3.oo : $243.096.oo i $3os,m .oo · ·$= ....... 3 ... 3 ... ~ ...... 43 ....... 4·=· ... o .... o ..... , .... $= .. 3 .... 56 ........ o .... 3 .. 1. ..... oo .... . 

1,464,127.00 

. 1 1 J 1. • , J I .l 'i j ! -: .; ~ f , • • , • ' J ( ! • 
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DestinC3:tion ·ImagiNation 
UTD is hosting its biggest event ever 

by liam skoyles 
lts033000@utdallas.edu 

If you were on campus a few weekends 
ago, you would have seen hordes of children 
trooping around campus, some in costume, 
some practicing lines, some even lugging 
pieces of scenery, but all of them were ab
sorbing memories ofUTD that will influ
ence how they see our university. 

On March 3rd, UTD held a regional 
competition for a creative problem solving 
competition named Destination Imagina
tion (DI). A modern offshoot of Odyssey 
of the Mind, DI involves teams of five to 
seven schoolchildren and ranges from first
graders to university students. These teams 
choose from one of five "Challenges" and 
spend several monj:hs to create a "solution" 
in the form of an eight minute skit. Some 
challenges are theatrical, some technical, 
and others structural. Also, every team, no
matter what challenge they choose, com
petes in an all-improvisational portion of 
the competition that counts for a quarter of 
their total score. 

The combination of long-term and 
short-term components test and develop 
team's creativity, teamwork and organiza
tional skills. 

If any collegiate recruiter heard this 
short description of DI, they would be 
positively foaming at the mouth. What is 
easier than sending all of the D I kids a let-

. ter inviting them to campus? We could just 
have the competition here! 

UTD has one of the few well-supported 
collegiate DI programs. Although we do 
compete against a hand-full of other col
leges at the global competition, the main 
goal of the program here)s recruitment. DI 
gives away a hefty scholarship each year at 

the State level competition. 
In previous years, UTD's DI teams were 

content simply representing our university 
well and putting UTD's name in the minds 
of DI kids and parents alike; however, re
cently we decided to proverbially "kick it up 
a notch." Last year we held the Dai-Rich 
regional competition that was usually held 

at a local high-school that was situated next 
to a middle schooL 

Instead of squashing into high school 
hallways and worrying about limited park
ing, we decided it was time for our region to 
graduate to something better. We opened 
up our arms and with a significant amount 
of convincing, brought the competition to 
UTD. 

We used the conference center for some
thing it is rarely ever used for, a conference! 
Also the galaxy rooms, activity center, and 
a few assorted lecture halls in Jonsson were 
used, but we had more than enough room 
to accommodate the 1,200 people who 
were brought to campus. 

During the whole competition, every
one was talking about our beautiful campus; 
our spacious classrooms and our friendly 
students, something you rarely hear about 
from students, true comments that are rare
ly made at UTD. 

The rave reviews by kids, parents and or
ganizers alike eventually filtered to the ears 
of the state level competition, which was 
scheduled to be held by the Dallas region 
in 2007. (The Dallas region is separate from 
the Dai-Rich region in which UTD is situ
ated) The head of the Dallas region was in a 
quandary as to where to hold the competi-

Kiddies getting excited at Dl Regionals. Photo by Liam Skoyles. 

motion for the competition. 
To put the State competition into per· 

spective, the award ceremony is being held 
at Lows Fieldhouse because it is simply far 
beyond the capability of our Activity Cen-

ii During the whole competition, everyone was 
talking about our beautiful campus, our spacious 
classrooms and our friendly students, true 
comments that are rarely made at UTD. 

'' tion; generally considered too big to be held 
in a single high school (even the giant ones 
in Dallas). 

It was only a· matter of time before she 
came to us and asked if we would be willing 
to hold the competition. Ironically enough, 
at the 2006 State competition award cer
emony UTD was presented with the Cru
sader Award, for its involvement and con
tinuing support of collegiate DI. How could 
we turn down this amazing opportunity to 
bring thousands of bright, creative, hard
working prospective Comets to campus? 

Needless to say UTD accepted and 
plans were almost immediately put into 

ter. 
So this year UTD has kicked our DI 

involvement into overdrive. When the re
gional competition was first held at UTD, 
we relegated our roles to facilitators, rather 
than direct organizers. This year, however, 
students took on much more active roles 
within the competition. In fact, of the eight 
or nine leading roles, seven were held by 
UTD students. 

The competition went so well last year 
that in this year's competition, more teams 
showed up than ever before. 

All this is leading towards the big chal
lenge: how will UTD respond to State, a 

competition nearly four times larger than 
our regional one? We definitely have the 
space, but UTD's resources will be tested 
beyond anything in recent memory. This 
competition is larger than anything that 
has visited UTD in at least the time I have 
been here, and it is therefore the largest 
chance we have of showing off our univer
sity and bringing these bright kids to our 
student population. 

So here it is- you knew it was coming: a 
competition of this size needs an incredible 
number of volunteers. Here is your chance 
to finally pay back that housing scholarship 
you've been wasting away on beer. Shoot 
me an email if you want to be officially in
volved, but even if you don't want to be on 
the roster, be helpful. When you see cam
pus swarming with kids that look excited 
and enthusiastic, but don't quite understand 
the difference between the Student Union 
and the Activity Center, give them a hand! 
Remember, you are showing off campus, we 
want each of these people is a future Com
et, so treat them like it. • 

DI gives Liam an excuse to wear his pretty pink 

tights. H old on ... DI isn't every week. .. 

Discuss this article at amp.utdal/as.edu! 
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Mt. Rushmore ain't got nothin' on Mt. Rutford. Photo illustration by Liam Skoyles. 

by alex biholar 
alex.biholar@gmail.com 

It's not just about the rocks; the 
study of geology is incredibly diverse. 
It is a multidisciplinary science that 
melds chemistry, physics, biology, and 
mathematics into an encompassing field 
that studies everything from ancient life 
to modern catastrophes. It is a science 
for the scientist who could never pick 
what they liked the most. It is a science 
for those who appreciate the beauty and 
knowledge that can be glimpsed from 
the earth. 

Just over a year ago I found myself 
wondering what I was going to do with 
my life. As one of a million pre-med 
majors at UTD cramming for my organic 
chemistry midterm, I felt lost and a little 
under-appreciated. The next semester I 
enrolled in physical geology on a whim 

with Dr. Rutford (The man for which 
Rutford Rd., the Rutford Ice Stream, 
and Mt. Rutford are all named for) . I fell 

( ( ... 1 found myself 
climbing the 
Guadalupe Mts. of 
New Mexico over 
spring break in order 
to produce three 
dimensional models 
of a canyon, we used 

cutting edge laser 
and photogrammetry 

based techniques. 11 
in love with the material and his stories, 
and it has been bliss ever since. At long 

last I had finally discovered a science that 
covered all of my interests, and one that 
wouldn't lock me away in a lab or office 
everyday. 

A colleague of mine, Brian Burnham 
described geology by saying "The 
Mountains are our classroom". I couldn't 
agree with him more, as I found myself 
climbing the Guadalupe Mts. of New 
Mexico over spring break in order to 
produce three dimensional models of a 
canyon, we used cutting edge laser and 
photogrammetry based techniques. 

All the classes I had taken over the 
past year had taught me how to observe 
minute details that to the untrained 
eye would be overlooked. I noticed 
during this trip that I was identifYing 
fossils, analyzing structural patterns, and 
determining complex relationships in 
the field. It was a moment of epiphany 
in which the world, my education, and 
future all began to click together. 

The geologists at UTD tend to be a 
close knit group, with a core of dedicated 
students and engaging professors. 
Geology at UTD may be a small 

CAMPUS LIFE 7 

department, but it is a great one that 
has been a part of the university since its 
foundation. Alumni of the department 
of geosciences have walked on all seven 
continents and have even traveled to 
space; for a geoscience major, not even 
the sky is the limit. 

Geology is the study of our Earth in 
all its complexity and detail, but being a 
geologist is more than that. It is learning 
about our past from the rock record and 
determining our future from past events. 
It is about going camping with close 
friends, and living stories that we would 
love to tell our grandchildr~n someday. 
Geology is about leaving the four walls 
and ~ desk behind, and doing our work 
in the mountains, underwater in the 
Marianas Trench, or even hundreds of 
miles above the earth orbiting in space. 
It is about adventure, camaraderie, and 
the never ending quest for knowledge 
and stuff • 

Alex rocks. Everyday. H e wants to know why you 
don't. Discuss this article at am(!.utda/Jas.edu! 
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Bush~ country should pardon Libby 
Questionable trial produces astonishing results 

by benedict voit 
beneclict.voit@student.utdallas.edu 

Think about the last time you walked 
into the National Archives - right before 
testimony concerning the worst terrorist 
attack in history - stuffed classified 
documents in your pants and then walked 
out of there with a smile on your face and 
the knowledge that you may have just 
temporarily saved a friend's reputation. 

This is a joke right? There is security, 
both national and that of the building, that 
is at stake here. Technically yes. Politically, 
not this time. 

Sandy Berger, Bill Clinton's one time 
national security adviser, followed the above 
procedure to the tee. What he removed is 
unclear, but it can be readily assumed that 
it concerned the Clinton administration 
and its (in)action on terrorism. Berger was 
given a nice slap of 100 community service 
hours and a $50,000 fine. Talk about justice 
served. 

The past cannot be changed, so there is 
no need to dwell on Berger's highly illegal 
activity and the ridiculous sentence he 
received. But the future is still to be written, 
and there is time to save another man from 
the jaws of political motivation. 

When was the first time you heard the 
name Valerie Plame? Just now? A few 
months back when she was splattered 
across the front pages of every 
newspaper of worldly importance (the 
New York Times)? Well think hard. If 
you don't quite remember, just hope 
you don't get put on the stand to 
testifY. These days, such a crime 
can get you up to twentycfive 
years in prison. 

So this is a joke right? The 
American legal system is upheld 
by honor and justice. Technically yes. 
Politically, not this time. 

Lewis "Scooter" Libby has been 
found guilty of knowingly giving up 
Valerie Plame, a CIA agent and wife of 
Ambassador Joseph Wilson. Wilson, acting 
as a diplomat of the United States, was sent 
on a fact-finding trip in February 2002 to 
Niger to determine whether or not Saddam 

was indeed attempting to acquire Uranium. 
Wilson wrote an op-ed in the New York 
Times over a year later entitled "What I 
Didn't Find in Africa." Commentary on his 
statement followed, and in one such article 
written by columnist Robert Novak, the 
name ofWilson's wife, Plame, was released. 

This "outing" of Plame as a CIA agent 
was serious; the investigation wasn't. Since 
Wilson came out against the war it was 
determined that the leaking of his wife's 
identity must be somehow the fault of the 
Bush Administration (no joke). Ironically 
enough, the Sentence Intelligence 
Committee has concluded that Plame 
was the one who recommended her 
husband visit Niger. 

\ 
\ 

Special Prosecutor Patrick Fitzgerald 
proclaimed that "there is a cloud over the 
Vice President," a phrase echoed by many 
senior Democrats. They found their target 
in Dick Cheney's Chief of Staff Scooter 
Libby. 

But as it turns out, it wasn't Scooter Libby 
who leaked the name. The real culprit was 
Deputy Secretary ofState Richard Armitage 
- a man opposed to the War in Iraq from 
the start. Armitage let the information slip 
to journalist Bob Novak, another man who 

sits with the anti-war camp. There was no 
conspiracy, no victimized CIA agent, no 
administrative flub-up, only clear skies 
over the White House. It appears to 

have been nothing 

. 

more than gossip. 
Why tqen, did this become such a big 

deal? Unable to come to terms that the Bush 
administration had indeed done nothing 
wrong, the prosecution was desperate to 
find a scapegoat. Fitzgerald pounced on the 
only part of the situation that could have 
been illegal-lying - by testing the memory 
of Libby. Libby failed to remember exactly 
when he first heard the name Valerie Plame 
and was thus convicted of four counts- two 
on perjury, one of making false statements, 
and a final obstruction of justice. 

There is a difference between telling an 
untruth and telling a lie. "Bush lied people 
died" is a mantra that conveniently hides a 
weak liberal platform on international policy 
since Vietnam. The problen: is the mantra 
isn't even true. Bush has/had every right 
to believe that Saddam was attempting to 
acquire Uranium from Africa. The British, 
the Italians, even the French agreed. Lord 

Butler ofEngland's special investigation still 
supports the claim. The real chant should be 
"Saddam lied, people died," but that raises 
all kinds of ethical and moral questions that 
are simply easier to ignore. 

To the Left, "Bush's" war became the 
country's nightmare, which was only made 
worse with the American public's decision 
to re-elect him. Unable to counter Bush, 
even with a new Congressional majority, 
tactics shifted . 

\ 
\ Libby has been the target of a failed 

\ 

The Scales of Justice, weathered from use and abuse, sometimes seem to need a total over
haul, rather than the quick and cheap fixes applied for political and personal gain. 

': attempt of the Left to indict the President. 
4

- The inability of Fitzgerald to find 
1• reasonable cause to convict Libby should 

be uplifting. Instead, it became a personal 
and political battle. 

Libby has been described by Dallas 
, Morning News columnist Mark Davis 
'• as a highly respected man: " ... Libby's 
! 

track record glows with more than 20 I 
years of distinguished service to our 
country. His list of admirers is long, 

peopled with almost everyone 
who has made his professional 
acquaintance." 
This trial is an embarrassment 

to the United States legal and political 
systems. The President and the country 
would be wise to pardon Scooter Libby. • 

No, no ... those are not illegal documents 
stuffed in Benedict Voits pants. 

Dismss this article at am,t>.utdal/as.edu! 



A MODEST PROPOSAL 

by kimberley allen 
kim.allen@student.utdallas.edu 

Babies for Sale 

A Texas legislator recently proposed 
an absurd new law: give pregnant women 
who are considering abortion $500 in 
exchange for going through with the 
pregnancy. Republican State Senator 
Dan Patrick hopes the plan will change 
the mind of 5% of the women going for 
abortions and save 3,000 lives. 

Maybe it seems like a great idea: give 
women an incentive to carry babies to 
term and give them up for adoption. 
There are a few obvious problems with 
this plan. The "first, it puts a price on 
babies. Critics make this point, saying 
it violates state and federal laws that 
prohibit buying babies. Patrick calls this 
the "typical ridiculous criticism." Far 
from it. In essence, these mothers will be 
selling their kids for adoption-a felony 
that carries a five year sentence. 

The second problem: there's no 
mechanism to protect against those who 
would take advantage of the law. It's 
impossible to discriminate between those 
who are scamming the system and those 
who are seriously considering abortions. 
I can see it now: miles of women lining 
up at Planned Parenthoods claiming they 
want abortions and leaving with $500. It 
seems so obvious. Why would legislators 
expect anything different? 

Besides, money simply doesn't answer 
moral questions. Well-intentioned 
Europeans tried to end slavery in Mrica 
by buying slaves and setting them free. 
Before long, however, dishonest Mricans 
began making a good living by taking 
advantage of kindhearted abolitionists. 

The same would almost certainly 
happen here. Dan Patrick's proposition 
won't work, but it will be fun to watch 
him try. 

Explosive Idea? 

Norwegian Morten Traavik came 
up with a controversial idea called the 
Miss Landmine Pageant. His project 
launched this year in Angola, Mrica. It 
takes women who have been seriously 
injured by landmines and celebrates 
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their survival through the pageant 
and through the creation of a fashion 
magazine especially for other landmine 
survivors. The tag line: Every body has 
the right to be beautiful. 

The pageant is intended to call 
attention to the global landmine 
problem in a non-traditional way, by 
celebrating the lives of those who 
survive. The Miss Landmine website 
shows pictures of triumphant and 
exuberant women who are proud to be 
alive. In contrast to beauty pageants in 
Europe and the U.S., Mrica's pageants 
are a statement of cultural identity and 
are less complicated. Supporters say 
it challenges stereotypes by showing 
women who defY conventional beauty 
norms. 

Still, this pageant is not · without 
controversy. One blog, Black Looks, 
calls the pageant "patronizing" and a 
"highly offensive, disgusting exploitation 
of Mrican women." The blog criticizes 
the fact that rich, white Norwegians 

• are dressing up these women like 

(Left) Miss Benguela, a candidate in the Miss Land mine Pageant. 
(Top) New crosswalk signs in Madrid alternate between male and female 
figures. Images courtesy of miss-landmine.o rg and Reuters. 

"mannequins," as 
though racism were a 
motive. Some remark 
that the true face of 
Miss Landmine is more 
disfigured than the 

pageant would ever be willing to show. 
And, despite the project's use of healthy 
(i.e. not anorexic) women, critics claim 
the pageant still objectifies women. 

Perhaps it's a brave and bold project; 
perhaps it's another ploy. Either way, most 
of us would not be talking about Angolan 
landmines otherwise, so perhaps the 
project is not without merit. If nothing 
else, it brings a worldwide problem to 
a personal level and individualizes the 
victims of a war torn continent. 

Crosswalks for Women 

New crosswalks in Madrid, Spain 
offer a twist on an old classic. The lights 
alternate between male and female 
walking figures in what the country calls 
an attempt to fight gender inequality on 
its streets. 

If you're like me, you're a little 
surprised at Spain's strange methods 
for addressing feminist issues. Instead 
of grappling with overarching social 
problems like job discrimination and 

low pay, they pick a non-issue like 
traffic signals. Citizens interviewed by 
Reuters, however, are shocked that it's 
taken this long for officials to recognize 
the previously discriminatory signs. 
Madrid's local police chief says that prior 
to the signs, women were "invisible." 
One resident agreed, saying she hoped 
women would finally "be valued for what 
[they] are worth." 

Really, now. Is it so bad for crosswalk 
signs to show "male" figures, if they could 
even be called that? I choose to believe 
they're liberated females who like to wear 
pants, which is even better. Maybe these 
new female silhouettes are more sexist, 
because they depict women wearing 
skirts. As a modern woman, I'm outraged 
at the insinuation that all women wear 
dresses. 

Similar propositions in America are 
expected to receive mixed reactions. 
One American said he didn't see the 
need for female crosswalk figures, as 
the only walking women do is between 
the kitchen and bedroom. I think he 
was joking, but I punched him just in 
case·. • 

K im is spearheading the effort 

to introduce a female Temoc. 

Discuss this article at amp.utdaUas.edu! 
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Voting To Get Rid of Democracy 
Government needs to buck the fallacy of "public opinion" and decide things objectively 

by richard badgett 
mrmuppy2@yahoo.com 

Democracy is often hailed as the he
all and end-all of world diplomacy. It is 
the shining beacon of hope for the future 
of mankind-and for those who do not 
possess it, means must be taken to pass 
the beacon along by whatever method. 

Horse manure. 
Democracy is a defunct, dangerous 

mockery of a governmental system almost 
guaranteed to produce the worst possible 
result in any given circumstance. It works 
only until 51% of the people realize they 
can vote for themselves anything and ev
erything the remaining 49% possess. As 
James Bovard said, "Democracy must be 
something more than two wolves and a 
sheep voting on what to have for dinner." 
Not to mention the horrible impractical
ity of organizing constant votes to decide 
matters of public policy. 

At this point, I think it's worth step
ping back for a minute and reminding 
ourselves that America, while guided by 
democratic principles, is not a democ
racy, nor is it really democratic so much 
as pluralistic. 

I think it's too easy a mistake for peo-
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pie to confuse the terms pluralism and 
democracy. The system in which we live 
is not a democratic one, it is pluralist. The 
differences are important, and before you 
vote in your next "democratic" election, 
you owe it to the republic to take a few 
minutes to reacquaint yourself with that 
11th grade government book. 

I'm hard-pressed to think of many 
things less needed in the world than 
democracy. It's a shame, then, that so 
much of America's foreign policy in
volves spreading democracy. The most 
important part of our mission in Iraq 
is to spread democracy to the region. 
Somehow, someone decided that spread
ing democracy was a worthy enough 
endeavor to sacrifice human lives to ac
complish it. I submit that it is not. Not 
because I value the sanctity of human life 
over lofty ideals, but because democracy 
is rubbish. 

Let's think back to that most famous 
historical democracy, Athens. Because of 
its atmosphere of discussion and person
al freedom Athens gave rise to such great 
minds as Socrates and Aristotle; surely, 
that's something in favor of democracy. 
Well, before anyone becomes too con
gratulatory, take a moment and consider 
that Socrates, the greatest philosophical 
mind of his time, was commanded to kill 
himself through a democratic trial by his 
peers for the offense of "corrupting the 
youth of Athens."This translates roughly 

PRESIDENT I VICE PRES10ENT OF THE l.l>l'lUfiD STATES 
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as "doing and saying things contrary to 
popular opinion." And Aristotle left 
Athens to work in the court of the most 
powerful despot of the Hellenic world, 
Alexander. 

Another great Athenian mind, Plato, 
considered his own dear democracy to 
be the lowest, most insidious form of 
government devised. Athens is also re
sponsible for history's first true genocide 
in the Peloponnesian war. The execution 
of the unpopular, the sanctioned mass
murder of entire civilizations, and the 
alienation of its intelligencia are all key 
by-products of Athens' democracy. 

Moving further along historically, we 
can look to our own recent past and find 
innumerable examples of democratic 
policy dictated by the whims of the ig
norant masses rather than by informed 
decision-not only failing to live up to 
its own self-professed standards of hu
manitarianism and dignity, but caus
ing genuinely deleterious effects upon 
the character of the nation. Slavery and 
later racial segregation were both wildly 
popular ideas, the latter garnering the 
support of over half of the nation well 
into the 20th century. Just because a lot 
of people think something is a good idea 
doesn't mean it is. Making decisions with 
the intent of carrying out the will of the 
people guarantees only that what most 
people want will happen, not that what 
is most beneficial or least harmful will 
occur. 

Let's go back to this idea that spread
ing democracy in the Middle East is 
somehow a worthwhile pursuit. Exam
ine, for a moment, the case of Palestine. 
Not a country, I know, but nevertheless, 
it is a government of sorts, and proves 
the case against democracy fairly well. In 
Palestine, the overwhelming majority of 
people think it's a good idea to kill Is
raelis. Hamas enjoys almost 80% public 
approval for its campaigns of terror and 
universal opposition to all things Israeli. 
Does this mean that, because it enjoys 
public sanction, the murder of innocents 
is to be condoned, let alone encouraged 
as· a course· of policy? Democracy, work-

ii The point is this: 
democracy is rubbish. 
There are only 2 
kinds of people 
willing to support it-
those too ignorant to 
see its shortcomings, 
and those greedy 
enough to exploit 
those ignorant 
masses. Public policy 
should be dictated by 
an informed, rational 
process of inquiry 
and debate. 

'' ing exactly as intended, has become a jus
tification for hatred, murder, and torture. 

I guess the point I'm trying to make 
here is not actually that the Iraq war is or 
isn't justified because it invokes the sanc
tity of capital-D Democracy as one of its 
pretexts. The point is this: Democracy is 
bankrupt. There are only 2 types of peo
ple willing to support it - those too ig
norant to see its shortcomings, and those 
greedy enough to exploit those ignorant 
masses. Public policy should always be 
dictated by an informed, rational process 
of inquiry and debate. Decisions should 
be made based on the merits of the ar
guments for and against them, never be
cause one idea is more popular than the 
next. Democratic decision making is va
pid, dangerous, and virtually guaranteed 
to produce the worst possible result in 
nearly every circumstance. • 

Richard's hatred of democracy makes deciding where 

, • to eat end up in bloodshed. Alway~. 

Discuss this article at amp.utdallas.edu! 
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Going against the book 
Texas high schools lacking basic supplies to be effective 

by benedict voit 
benedict.voit@student.utdallas:edu 

Throughout my education, I have been truly lucky 
to have had great teachers. They have been enthusiastic, 
energetic, patient, understanding . .. . But even the top 
teacher at the top school would have trouble teaching 
an intense subject like Calculus simply by lecture 
and handouts. Books for the students are essential; 
it becomes almost humorous to think of education 
without proper material. 

I would laugh, perhaps, if it weren't so serious. I 
look at my shelf in my room, lined full of textbooks 
discussing a whole range of subjects from Computer 
Science to Econometrics to Political Theory. There is· a 
space missing, though, for my Calculus book, on loan 
to a friend at Richardson High School. It's not that my 
book is a newer version or better written; it is that my 
book is a version and is written. RHS doesn't have the 
funds to supply the students with books. 

In the country w.hose GDP is over a quarter of the 
world, nearly as high as the entire European Union, and 
just slightly under that of all of NAFTA, one would 
think money could be found to fund our future. 

Throughout history, there have been resources that 
have commanded the course of events. Salt, gold, iron, 
coal, oil all reside on the list. During the up and coming 
21" century, though, the world will take a dramatic turn 

Brilliance bril
liance brilliance 
brilliance bril
liance brilliance 
brilliance bril
liance brilli4nce 
brilliance bril
liance brilliance 

in the sense that the biggest resource held on Earth 
will be that of intellect. A War of Ideas is already well 
under way, and our warriors are our future generations 
ofbright minds. 

Minds must be cultivated. Some people do have 
natural abilities that, whether "fairly" or not, place them 
far ahead in the theoretical success-queue. But natural 
talent can only take people so far. Most of the time, 
natural talent tan only be discovered through studying. 
Would Aristotle have an insight into molecular biology? 
We won't ever know. 

Think of today's major political controversies: energy, 
Medicare and social security, taxes, education. These 
issues would not be solvable if we suddenly discovered 
a huge uranium deposit, or dug 200 new coal mines, 
or even drilled for more oil. They are solvable through 
improving technology and improving ideas. 

Outsourcing would not be as big of a problem if there 
were equal jobs needing to be filled here at home. This 
job creation will come only through the creation of new 
industries (think nanotechnology and bio-engineering) 
which are completely dependent upon bright minds and 
dedicated research. Education will be the backbone. 

President Bush wisely chose education as a major 
platform for the 2000 election. Iraq and terrorism 
have shifted the attention of the administration a great 
deal since the 2001 inauguration, and education, like 
much of domestic policy, has moved to second place. 
Disagreements abound about whether No Child Left 
Behind is helping at all. Regardless, the idea central 
behind the program is dead on. Its implementation 
as a federal program (rather than a state by state 
initiative) still leaves much to be desired. It recognizes 
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the diminishing (diminished) lead the U.S. has among 
first world countries in education, and it emphasizes 
education as the crucial step forward for the country. 

Last spring, UTD hosted a conference on "American 
Competitiveness." Senator Cornyn was one of the 
delegates. For two days, delegates from the business, 
educational, and political sectors discussed UTD's 
role and North Texas' role in leading the state and the 
country forward into the future. Their concerns were 
legitimate. China and India especially are churning out 
hundreds of thousands of graduate students every year. 
The United States must step up if we wish to remain 
competitive. 

Senator Cornyn, though, does not need to look 
hard to find a ·starting solution. Basic educational 
funding would be a great step. Republicans have dug 
themselves into a hole where they can no longer easily 
support increases in spending not related to security. 
Perhaps with the Democrats in control, focus can be 
shifted temporarily away from accusations against the 
war, or 2008 elections, to focus on education. Politics 
on the state level is no better; the Texas budget had 
enough trouble passing as is now, with serious issues 
left unresolved. 

Richardson High School is certainly not alone in its 
budgetary constraints. It is past time that our students, 
regardless the school district they live in, receive the 
proper materials to help advance them intellectually. 
Only strong education will be able to prepare them, and 
the country, for the demanding future that awaits. • 

Benedict Voit lives by the book. Hes glad he went to high school out of state. 
Discuss this article at am,f!. utdaUas.edu! 
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by marco mavromaras 
mxm047000@utdallas.edu 

The historical war film 300 has opened 
to $70 million in its opening weekend, 
$127.5 million to date and criticism 
from the government oflran. 

The controversy has surrounded the 
depiction of the Persians as incompetent, 
sexually immoral, corrupt and generally 
evil; ironically these are the same adjec
tives Mahmoud Ahmadinejad uses to 
describe America. 

Though the movie is fiction, it is based 
on true events and most of the larger rel
evant details are historically accurate. In 
480 BC, an army of 5000 allied Greeks 
(including 300 Spartans} faced a Persian 
army conservatively estimated at 250000 
and fought it off for three days. On the 
third day of the battle, the Greek army 
was betrayed and in lieu of total annihi
lation, most of the Greek army departed 
to fight another day. The Persians man
aged to surround the 300 Spartans and 
700 Thespians who valiantly remained 
on the field, and killed them in a storm 
of arrows. Militarily, the battle was insig
nificant; but symbolically it is one of the 
single most important events in western 
history. 

So why the controversy? Ahmadinejad 
is partial to the depiction of the Persian 
Emperor Xerxes as grotesque, androgy
nous and 7 feet tall. He is also displeased 
at the depiction of the Persian army as a 
mass of slaves, without characters, souls 
or even real human faces. 

What Mr. Ahmadinejad fails to un
derstand is that the movie is not pre
sented as a historical treatise, nor is it a 
stone collectively thrown at Tehran from 
the entire western world. lt is in fact a 
work of fiction, based on a graphic novel, 
written by a cartoonist. I'm quite sure 
that while Mr. Ahmadinejad would like 
to believe that Zack Snyder created the 
movie out of a deep-seated contempt for 
the Persian people, the truth is that he 
did it for the sake of making film history 
and lots of money. 

To point out a couple of inaccuracies 
in the movie: some real Greeks (with 
the exception of your humble author of 
course} do not have perfect bodies and 

Tehran to claim that
just like the holocaust
the battle of 
Thermopylae is fiction 

Recent Iranian fact finding missions have discovered that the "Thinker" was simply imagining the battle ofThermopylae. They claim the 
statue as proof the Bush administratic;m has been undermining Iranian culture for more than 2000 years. Graphic illustration by Uam Skoyles. 

well chiseled abs, men cannot have swords ideology and as the ticket sales will show, was actually a massive sight-seeing tour. 
for arms, elephants are not two storie.s most people have loved this movie. Another thing that Mr .. Ahmadine
tall, rhinoceros have never been used in The Iranian mission to the U. . has jad has overlooked is that the majority 
warfare, Ephialtes was not a hunchback, protested the depiction of Persians as a of people in the western world do not 
the Immortals were not Japanese Samu- "dangerous, bestial force fatally threat- have the historical wherewithal to link 
rai, Xerxes was not Brazilian and Spar- ening the civilized "free" world." Their the Persians in the movie to the modern 
tans did not come from Scotland. protest is not without basis, Mr. Ahma- nation of Iran. In fact, most people who 

Many people, from all over the politi- dinejad has never threatened to wipe the see the movie are blissfully unaware that 
cal spectrum, have succeeded in painting free world off the map, nor to engulf it in it is based on a true story. At the end of 
broad political slogans and reading intri- a ball a fire; only Israel and anyone who the day it would seem that Mr .. Ahma

ii Mr. Ahmadinejad will now also insist that the 
Battle ofThermopylae never took place, an_d that 
the Persian expedition to Greece in 480 B.C. 
was actually a massive sight-seeing tour. 

'' cate allegory into the movie. Conserva
tives have called Leonidas Bush, liberals 
have called him Xerxes, people from ev
ery political ideology have identified as
pects of the movie that confirm or allude 
to their own political bias. When asked 
for comment, a 37 year old man called 
Dennis, living in an anarcho-syndical
ist commune shouted that it represented 
"The violence inherent in the system." At 
the end of the day, regardless of political 

aides her, such as Britain and America 
are privy to such threats and violent talk. 
Apparently Mr. Ahmadinejad has never 
heard the phrase 'sticks and nuclear 
weapons may break my bones, but words 
can never harm me.' Some people have 
even speculated that in addition to deny
ing the holocaust, Mr .. Ahmadinejad will 
now also insist that the Battle of Ther
mopylae never took place, and that the 
Persian expedition to Greece in 480 B.C. 

dinejad has exploited this movie solely to 
generate more anti-western propaganda 
within his own country. 

I have seen ·300, twice, and while I 
wish that more attention had been paid 
to historical accuracy, I was highly en
tertained. The story (especially the true 
history) is rich and fascinating. Visually 
it is a relief from run-of-the-mill Hol
lywood special effects and a phantasma
goria second to none. A friend of mine 
remarked that it was "definitely worth 
the ticket price." I agree, but if for no 
other reason than because while watch
ing it I can smile and enjoy something 
that Mahmoud Ahmadinejad hates, and 
that makes it all the more sweet. • 

If Marco w"e alive then, the new movie would no/ 
be called "300; • it would be railed "1 . • 

DisCU$$ this article at amp.utda«qudu! 
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When's a sword just a sword? 
A M ODEST PROPO SAL ARTS & LEISURE 

With "300" thrusting ahead, Freud rears his head again 

by jordan youngblood 
jry031 OOO@utdallas.edu 

ally at all relevant to the movie at hand? 
Considering my years of watching the 
movie without ever coming to this con
clusion until now, I'd say no. 

This isn't to say 300 and Star Wars are. 
equivalent in terms of the amount of sex

., ual and visceral imagery at hand. If the 
As $129 million (as of print) worth of sight of the male nipple arouses you, I'd 

Americans have proven in the past two suggest bringing a few changes of clothes 
weeks, the Spartan epic 300 has captured to the theater, and with the proper in
the imaginations of moviegoers wanting flection of the Spartan mantra "Only the 
to enter a universe of ripped soldiers, 9- hard can be Spartan," middle schoolers 
foot-tall Persians, approximately 9 col- of all ages will be aflutter with giggles. 
ors, and-apparently--enough Freud- And don't get me started on the scene 
ian homoeroticism to fill a superego to where, upon watching a soldier show off 
bursting. his giant spear, Leonidas complements 

A quick Google search for "300" him with a hearty "Nice thrust!" 
and "homoeroticism" turns up roughly However, the deadly trap of reading 
39,000 hits; browsing through the first anything-whether it be a movie, a book, 
100 or so hits reveals that, yes, it's pret- a painting, or any piece of art-through 
ty much all about the film. For Walter exclusively one viewpoint can cause, as 
Chaw, the movie examines the "bestial in the example of Star Wars, a creation 
terms of glory in the masculine psyche." of values outside those of the story. Are 
Bryant Frazier declares the film fills "the there a lot of sweaty, half-naked dudes 
much-needed gap between gay porn and in 300? Yes, there are. Are the Persians 
recruitment film." And, of course, the fairly effeminate in their fighting style 
Village Voice can't not chip in; Nathan and attire? Yes, they are. Does this nee
Lee sums up the movie as "Spartans .. .in essarily have to equate into a Freudian 
leather man-panties and oiled torsos, understanding of the movie? 
clutching a variety of phalluses they seek As anyone who's taken a course in 
to thrust in the bodies of their foes by either gender studies, queer studies, a 
trapping them in a small, rectum-like basic-level psychology course, or any va
mountain passage." riety of upper-level literature classes can 

Just for shits and giggles, following tell you, the worst thing in the world is 
Mr. Lee's analysis of 300, here's a quickly running into a half-baked analysis of a 
thrown-together view of Star Wars: Luke, work through the prism of a line of criti
coming of age and finally separating cism. The longest lecture I've ever had to 
himself from his guardians, spends the endure came at a Faulkner conference 
majority of the movie trying to figure out last year where a guy spent 45 minutes 
how to handle his new phallic symbol, attempting to connect Absalom, Absalom 
one Lhat quickly rises to full attention and into post-white-colonization fears of 
deflates after use. He ultimately comes guilt and subordination in Haiti. Keep
to his first sexual awakening through his ing in mind that a grand total oflO pages 
sister, playing upon deeply-buried inces- of the novel take place in Haiti, and that 
tual desires; after all, he got his light- the events being described may not even 
saber from his dad. At long last, he pilots be true, the speaker ultimately sounded 
his stubby, pointed starfighter down an as if he was grasping for straws, trying in 
endless vaginal trench (fighting off, of vain to connect the whole novel to one 
course, his hated sexual rival father) and idea that sounded good. 
launches his remarkably sperm-esque Swords are shaped like swords be
"torpedoes" into a tiny opening which cause it's an efficient design for cutting 
causes the giant egg of the Deat h Star to and damaging a foe. I'm fairly certain 
impregnate and explode. that, upon sitting down at the forge, the 

Is this plausible? I suppose. Is it re- first blacksmiths didn't say, "Hey, let's 

Darth Vader stares over his children's forb idden love affa ir wh ile Luke's lightsaber shoots 
large amounts of white substance into the air. Photo courtesy of LucasArts. 

make sure our weapons look like our 
cocks!" There's a bunch of half-naked 
sweaty dudes fighting in 300 because, in 
Greek literature, the fighting was gener
ally done by half-naked sweaty dudes. You 
want homoeroticism? Go pick up a copy 
of 1he Iliad and take a gander at Achilles 
and Patroclus. In reality, if the art of the 
time is any indication, 300 should have 
completely naked men wearing only hel
mets and shields with their other equip
ment dangling in the wind. God knows 
the criticism that would get. 

To me, the real reason 300 has earned 
such a critical reaction is because, well, 
there's not much else there to criticize. 
It's a threadbare plot with hammy acting 
and bone-head dialogue. For a homo
erotic movie, 300 has the sexual energy 
of a dead hooker. If I was a movie critic 
at the first showing of the movie, I sup
pose I'd probably dive into a Freudian 
analysis too because I've got two pages 
of content to fill. "There's a lot of slow
motion, people get stabbed a lot ... well, 

damn. I'm out." 
It's impossible to deny the influence 

Freud has had on our culture. In· his wake, 
nothing escapes our eyes as possible sym
bols or containing overtones to taboo 
subjects. Try going a few days without 
someone referring to their ego, the sub
conscious, or any number of psychologi
cal ideas that, at one point, were utterly 
foreign to anyone. There are times where 
artists intentionally play upon the over
riding ideas that Freud has instilled, and 
they should be acknowledged and studied 
as such. Sometimes, however, a sword is, 
in fact, just a sword. No matter how many 
sweaty men are holding one, or how .nany 
other men they penetrate with them, we 
owe it to the story and the artist to view 
the piece on its own terms first. 

If that fails, well... bring on the 
penises, then. • 

j ordan Youngblood can s!Mw you tht dijftrmct if you 
stiff don't havt an undtrstanding. 

D isnw this arlicle at am,P.utdal/ps,ttJu/ 
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by kaitlin butler 
kaitlin.butler@srudent.utdallas.edu 

Panda Bear 
Person Pitch 

(Carpark) 

Explosions in the Sky 
All of a Sudden, 
I Miss Everyone 

(Temporary Residence) 

Modest Mouse 
We Were .Dead Before The 

Ship fven Sank 
(Sony) 
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1he Spin Cycle 

I love Animal Collective. I love 
their weirdness, their carefully-nuanced 
vocals, their layer upon layer of crazed 
sound. But I think the thing that I 
loved most about them is their ultimate 
refusal to give up their pop sensibilities 
and devotion to melody-which is pre
cisely why I like Person Pitch so much. 

Panda Bear, a member of that New 
York quartet, has often been labeled the 
group's "pop guy"; this album perhaps 
places him as one of the best pop guys 
in the business today. I'm not talking 
about the Britney/ChristinaiJessica 
vein of pop, of course, but instead of the 
sumptuous pop of the 60s, the stuff of 
the Paul McCartneys and Rod Argents 
and Brian Wilsons. One of my friends, 

When I was packing to move to 
Texas last year, I pretty much listened to 
Explosions in the Sky exclusively. I'm 
not sure why, but to me Explosions seem 
to be something uniquely Texan: dy
namic and a little mysterious, but most 
of all BIG. I pictured myself going to 

· their live shows (because who else would 
play in Dallas but native Texans?) and 
drowning in the electric energy of their 
post-rock madness. Though I've yet 
to see them live, All of a Sudden I Miss 
Everyone is a pretty good substitute for 
other Explosions action. 

They aren't exactly changing or 

And, since praising everything would 
simply be boring .. . 

Once, long ago in a faraway land, a 
band called Modest Mouse released a 
series of albums that stood tall among 
their peers as examples of quality indep"en
dent music. Their lead singer, Isaac Brock, 
sang/rasped lyrics about death, failed rela
tionships and dramamine while his fellow 
bandmembers created a spiky backdrop for 
his voice to play against. 

Then, for no apparent reason, the band got 
really famous over a song about backing into 
cop cars, Brock got accused of sexual assault 
then hired former Smiths guitarist Johnny 
Marr to the band, "Float On" appeared on 

in fact, swore she heard Brian Wilson's 
voice rather than Panda Bear's when 
she played the album, and at times I'm 
inclined to agree: his voice has an 
uncanny resemblance to that particular 
Beach Boy, and Person Pitch picks up 
right where Pet Sounds left off in its 
gorgeous layers of texture and playful, 
personal meloqies. 

A bit more electronic, a bit more 
looped, but heavily influenced by the 
Beach Boys nonetheless. The album 
glows with sunshine and joyousness, 
but still retains that level of haunting 
that has come to be expected from an 
Animal Collective-related release. It's 
neat to see the vocals come into play 
more than in previous Panda Bear and 

expanding their sound in this album, 
which is fine by me- it is a quintessential 
EitS album, and that's damn good to 
begin with. EitS has a flair for toying 
with a quiet tune, for exploring it and 
reaching its depths until we all know 
it intimately, then exploding the whole 
thing in your face . The quiet/loud setup, 
along with the pattering soldier's-ca
dence drumming, ethereal guitars and 
unusual instrumentation, makes for a 
soundscape that's just as compelling and 
present as it is otherworldly. 

If you do listen to this album, though, 
do yourself a favor and play it at night 

Kidz Bop, and everything culminated in the 
most disappointing record of2007. 

This isn't an accusation of the band 
selling out; you can take a look at the 
Arcade Fire's new album as an example of 
how to adeptly deal with newfound fame. 
It's listening to Ui! Ui!re Dead for the entire 
running period without a single gleaming 
moment that touches the beauty of their 
former output. It's hitting "Fire It Up" and 
thinking, "My god, this song sounds as 
dumb as the title indicates." It's staring in 
wide-eyed horror at the bizarre affectation 
Brock takes on in "Education" of trying to 
sound deranged; before, he genuinely just 
was mad. It's turning the CD off multiple 

! ( .; 

and jordan youngblood 
jordan. youngblood@student. utdallas.edu 

Animal Collective efforts. While he 
still uses his voice primarily as another 
instrument to create layers of sound, 
the lyrics (if you actually try to listen to 
them!) are stunning. My favorite? I get 
chills when I hear "Take Pills", with its 
repetitive chorus of"I don't want for us 
tO take pills anymore". Said once, it's a 
nice sentiment, but sparklingly sighed 
over and over it's one of the most pow
erful moments on the album. 

Person Pitch sounds warm and invit
ing, almost like a plate of freshly-baked 
cookies waiting to be devoured. Ev
eryone needs a dose of poppy goodness 
every once in a while, and for me, I 
think I'll take my pill in the form of 
Person Pitch. - Kaitlin 

with a good set of headphones. I've 
found that this album sounds best in the 
dark, when you can truly imagine the 
creepy landscapes and shadowy obscuri
ties that the dramatic crescendos and 
intense sonic valleys hint at. 

While perhaps not as epic as some 
of their previous work, All of a Sudden I 
Miss Everyone is still a broad and sweep
ing piece, full of emotive beauty and a 
sense of grandeur. I don't think I'd mind 
at all if Explosions in the Sky became 
the soundtrack to my next three years in 
Texas as well. - Kaitlin 

times and only finishing because I kept 
hoping something would redeem the time 
I'd poured into listening. 

"Dashboard" isn't bad, and "Parting of 
the Sensory" has moments of compelling 
melody, but even the best bits on here 
sound like hollow echoes of the past. Marr 
adds little to nothing to the proceedings; 
his name, like Brock's recent self-cutting 
incident on stage, seem only like distrac
tions from the lack of tunes. This Ship isn't 

worth an S.O.S.- Jordan • · 

Kaitlill and j ordan are offinded they weren't invited 

to the pool party on the Panda Bear album cover. 

Discuss this article at amp.utdallas.edu! 
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A MoDEST PRoPOSAL 

Remembering the 
Gypsy Tea Room 

ARTS & LEISURE 

We pay tribute to one of Deep Ellum's last great music venues 

by jordan youngblood 
jry031000@utdallas.edu 

"What will the hot dog guy do?" 
If you've never been down to the 

Gypsy Tea Room before, this question 
will undoubtedly mean nothing to you. 
If, however, you've ever spent a Friday 
night waiting in line to see your favor
ite band play in what stood as one of 
Deep Ellum's last viable live music ven
ues, you know the hot dog guy. Always 
hawking cheap frankfurters to · hungry 

Photo courtesy of Dallas Observer. 

fans (or drunken clubgoers), the stand 
was unavoidable. It was no less a part 
of the club than the overpriced parking, 
the incredibly loud house music, and 
the most alert bouncing staff to under
age drinking in history. That black "X" 
meant business. 

As of March 31, however, the Tea 
Room--and more than likely, the hot 
dog guy--will be no more. And that's 
a real shame. 

For those of you who never had 
the chance (or took the opportunity) 
to visit the Tea Room, it's difficult to 
describe what exactly you missed. The 
club is by no means the most aestheti
cally pleasing place in the world; it's 
a dilapidated building off of Elm and 
Main Street, flanked by a 7-11 on one 
side and mostly abandoned property on 
the other. 

The club consisted of two rooms. 
The smaller tea room traded breathing 
room for intimacy, letting smaller bands 
get up and personal with their audience 
while their merch table lay stuck right 
next to the front door, creating an end
less bottleneck after the show. The ball-

. room held significantly more people 
with significantly less charm; it was, for 
all intents and purposes, a black room 
with a bar in the middle. 

However, for a kid from a small 
town who never got a chance to see live 
the bands he had up on his wall, the 
Tea Room was a shrine, a portal into a 
world where 40-year-old dads and 18-
year-old punks could talk enthusiasti
cally about their favorite new albums 
and what shows they couldn't wait to 
catch. The moment you stepped inside, 
you knew that in a few hours, one of 
your idols would be up on stage playing 
songs you knew by heart. There's some
thing to be said for being crunched to
gether in a small club, feeling the crowd 
"getting" restless as' the time i'riches clos-

er for the band to hit the stage. You 
couldn't sit down if you wanted to; this 
wasn't Nokia Theater, where the con
cert experience felt more like watching 
a movie in your plush rows. It was vital 
and alive. 

The bands sensed it too, and the best 
shows I got to see at Gypsy felt like 
religious experiences · rather than mere 
entertainment. I remember the Fu
tureheads coming in March 2005 into 
town for the first time and playing to a 
clump of about 150 people, splitting us 
in half for the introduction to "Hounds 
of Love" and tearing through 45 min
utes of music, converting the friend I 
dragged along into a devoted fan. My 
Morning Jacket leaned over the edges 
of the stage to essentially shower the 
audience with their hair, head-bang
ing through a massive "Run Thru" to 
the strongest encore I've ever seen. I 
skipped out on class to see Spoon for 
the first time and watched Britt Dan
iel slink across the stage like he owned 
it, bobbing and dancing to "My Math
ematical Mind" while creating sheets 
of noise with his guitar. More recently, 
violinist! multi -instrumentalist Andrew 
Bird completely enraptured the entire 
crowd essentially on his own, perform
ing a solo version of his song "Why?" 
that . stands among the sexiest things 
I've ever witnessed. 

For the mosi: part, the tickets them
selves were affordable. Your wallet nev
er felt gouged due to a Tea Room show, 
and it wasn't a difficult proposition to 
leave Deep Ellum if you knew where 
to . park. However, as anyone can tell 
you, Ellum at night doesn't equate with 
security. The area has gone from a sort 
of shabby charm to genuinely looking 
like shit, and if walking past homeless 
people makes you uncomfortable, be 
prepared to stare at your shoes from 
your' car to your desti'nation. · · 

And after the recent liability lawsuit 
that forced former owner Entertain
ment Collaborative to declare bank
ruptcy (starting with the closing of even 
older venue Trees), the closing of Gypsy 
seemed more or less like an inevitabil
ity. Dallas has shifted its plans for Deep 
Ellum into a gleaming view of the fu
ture, and Victory Park now stands as 
the new "great hope" for Dallas night
life. In the meantime, live music has fled 
to Greenville and to Denton, with the 
Granada picking up almost every single 
show that was previously scheduled for 
the Tea Room after April. 

Just taking a look at the area around 
Gypsy gives you an idea of the route 
Deep Ellum is heading. The Good
Latimer tunnel-formerly the graffiti
covered, mural-laden official introduc
tion into Elm and Main Street-now 
stands covered in construction as its 
slow conversion into a DART rain 
station begins. Ellum's history, as a re
cent Dallas Observer article by Robert 
Wilonsky pointed out, now stands to 
be auctioned off to developers ready to 
convert it into a strip mall. 

The Gypsy Tea Room stands as 
another sad casualty of the continued 
commercialization and homogenizing 
of entertainment. More than likely, in a 
few years the building will be wiped off 
the corner, replaced by a Starbucks and 
Barnes & Noble, with the tattoo parlors 
and junk stores currently in the neigh
borhood a long-lost memory. However, 
for those of us whose memories of col
lege and elsewhere will be forever tied 
to this broken-down box shaded by the 
1-75 overpass, the Tea Room won't go 
so quietly into obscurity. 

Here's to you, hot dog guy. • 

jordan loves his mughsot so much, he wrote almost 
three articles so he could see it on every page. 

' • 1JiSeuss this article at am,(!.utdallas.eau! ' 
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Fat~--

Want good Chinese food offered at cheap prices? 
Taiwan Cafe is the place of choice. " 

This is no Panda Express; this is authentic Chinese 
food. Owned and operated by Taiwanese expatriates, 
this restaurant features Chinese newspapers for your 
reading enjoyment and Chinese television for your 
viewing pleasure. 

As for decoration and food presentation, there is 
not much there to compliment; if you are looking for 
that special restaurant for a romantic date, I cannot 
recommend Taiwan Cafe in good conscious. However, 
if you want a cheap, filling meal with friends, Taiwan 
Cafe is a stellar locale. 

For our Chinese readers, Taiwan Cafe looks and 
reminds me of a Chinese xiaochi, a small restaurant 
serving cheap, quick food. 

The service isn't great, but it isn't particularly bad 
either. There does seem to be a distinction in service 
between Chinese customers and outsiders. As a white 
guy going to eat there, the service is mediocre, and the 
staff isn't all too friendly. 

' s 
l320 N Central Expy 

o,TX75074 

If you want a great Tex-Mex meal for not a lot of 
cash, El Paso is the place to visit. Every morning the 
delicious salsa is made fresh, ensuring a great, quality 
taste for their guests. 

The queso is almost "fluffY" (if that works as an 
adjective for food), making it light and easy to digest 
if you choose to eat the whole bowl, which you more 
than likely will. 

The atmosphere of the place is also nice and 
relaxed, reminiscent of a bar in central Mexico. The 
personnel reflect this laid back ambiance, which makes 
the service decent, but sometimes slow. 

Complementary chips and salsa notwithstanding, 
the meals still provide a decent amount of food for 
your money. While the lunch special portions are 
smaller, they are much cheaper- only about $5. Even 
a hungry dude like me can get a nice, full meal out of a 
lunch special combined with the chips. 

If you decide to eat here during dinner hours, the 
. prices for an entree are a bit higher ($8-$10 for a 

Most of the time, they offer a dinner special which 
is about $5 which gives you rice and a choice of three 
portions of whichever entrees are out. There is the 
standard order of any of their menu choices which is a 
full portion for about $5 or $6. 

I usually get the House Fried Rice (fried rice with 
beef, chicken, and shrimp) and douse it with a healthy 
amount of sriracha sauce for a tasty, spicy treat. The 
amount of food you get for the price is similar to TastyV· 
Egg Roll. 

All entrees also come with complementary soup, 
which is usually some kind of vegetable soup. 

A very important note to all readers: Taiwan Cafe 
accepts cash only. It's imperative that you make sure 
everyone going with you has cash; otherwise you 
will not be able to enjoy the cuisine from this quality 
dining establish. 

I cannot recommend Taiwan Cafe for a great 
dining experience, but I can tell you that you will leave 
with a happy wallet, a full stomach, and quite possibly 
a take-home box. • 

by james fickenscher 
jxfD36000@utdallas.edu 

Hours: Sunday- Thursday: 11:00 a.m.- 10 p.m . 

.. "'f;!g,ay.,. ~aturday: 11 a.IJ.- 10:30 p.m~,, 

rough estimate), but the amount of food you get also 
jumps considerably. You can expect to take a box 
home for lunch the next day if you order one of the 
bigger plates. 

As for those college students who are "of age", El 
Paso also is a Mexican cantina, offering a variety of 
Mexican beers as well as many types of margaritas. 
The margaritas are said to be tasty. 

The food, most importantly, is well prepared. I 
went with my parents for our first visit, and my dad, 
tasting the cheese enchiladas, said that he just made an 
addition to his "must visit" list for when they return to 
Dallas again in the future. 

The beef dishes are not the best. The beef used 
is simply ground beef with little seasoning. I would 
recommend sticking with one of the fantastic cheese 
or chicken dishes. 

I recommend El Paso for a nice, relaxed lunch, 
an outing with friends, or even a meal with a special 
someone. • 

Overall ;;:- 7.13 

~e~t .deal - Dinner Special 
Worst d~al- Bubble l'ea 

~ ·~Hoice - ,Rouse Fried ~c~ 
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Sitcoms finally bringing comedy 

by jonathan lane 
jono.lane@gmail.com 

As recently as a couple of years ago, 
I remember complaining to one of my 
friends about the lack of sitcoms on 
television. I pined for what I thought 
were the glory days of sitcoms, where
thanks especially to "Seinfeld"-1 was 
guaranteed a good laugh once a week. 
However, due to the success of reality
shows such as "Survivor" and the similar 
success of cop dramas such as "Law 
and Order," most networks chose to 
forgo creating new sitcoms in favor on 

capitalizing on this trend. This left those 
of us who needed a sitcom fix with just a 
handful of options, most of which weren't 
even remotely memorable and some of 
which were hardly watchable. 

However, the more I thought about 
it, the more I w~ndered if my fond 
memories really were of the golden age 
of sitcoms. When you look at the list of 
long-running series that started during 
those "glory years" and ended within the 
past few years, you see shows such as 
"3rd Rock from the Sun,""Everybody 
Loves Raymond," and "Just Shoot Me." 
Sure, these shows had their moments, 
but when each of these shows announced 

1he question is:for how long? 

that they were going to end, the reaction 
was nothing like the media frenzy that 
surrounded the finale of"Seinfeld." 
Instead, the reaction was filled mostly 
with surprise-surprise that these shows 
were still on the air. 

These shows were able to fade away 
because they were unable to do what 
shows like "Friends,""American Idol," 
and "The Apprentice" have done: they 
never became the sorts of shows around 
which people actually schedule their lives. 
I'm not sure that anyone has ever uttered 
the phrase, "Can we do it another time? 
'Will and Grace' is on then." It always 
seemed like if people were watching these 
sitcoms, it was because they happened to 
be watching television when they were on. 

Looking back, it is apparent that 
along with "Friends" and "Frasier," these 
were the definitive sitcoms of their era. 
If that is the case, I have no idea how I 
could even begin to view that generation 
of sitcoms as being part of a golden 
age. Perhaps it is simply that I was 
young and found David Spade endlessly 
entertaining, or maybe I just enjoyed 
reminiscing about the time before there 
were four dozen versions of CSI. Either 
way, I can see now that my views of that 
era of sitcoms are enhanced by factors 
that have no relation to how good the 
shows actually were. 

However, despite the very likely 
chance that I am simply as delusional as 
I was when I believed that "Grounded 
for Life" was a clever, insightful comedy, 
I am beginning to believe that we 
may actually be in the midst of one of 
the best eras of sitcoms ever. Between 
British imports such as Ricky Gervais' 
"Extras," underrated shows such as "How 
I Met Your Mother," and the gauntlet 
of comedy that NBC provides every 
Thursday, there really isn't too much that 
sitcom lovers can complain about, aside 
from the occasional use of a laugh track. 

Although there are many entertaining 
sitcoms currently on air, there is no 
guarantee that this trend will continue. 
Sitcoms are still not doing nearly as 
well in the ratings, especially compared 
to the reality shows that are created at 

a fraction of the cost. Networks are a 
business, so it seems only logical that 
they would continue to produce cheaper, 
more successful shows, even if it means 
sacrificing quality television. Look no 
further for an example than "Arrested 
Development."The sitcom, although 
remarkably well received critically, 
didn't have enough people watching it 
to make Fox justifY keeping it on the 
air. Its cancellation is proof in itself that 
television networks are not trying to make 
art, just money. 

For those shows that have enough of 
a loyal following that cancellation seems 
unlikely, several rely on actors who are 
nearly expected to leave the show at 
some point to focus on making movies. 
In particular, Zach Braff from "Scrubs" 
has been rumored to be leaving the 
show for years, a move that would likely 
cripple the show the same way that the 
departure ofTopher Grace and Aston 
Kutcher crippled "That 70's Show." It is 
just as hard to see "The Office" continuing 
without Steve Carell, whose popularity 
has grown exponentially since the show 
began. 

Another worrying aspect of the 
current popular sitcoms i-s that they 
seem to have an inherent expiration 
date. What will "The Office" be like once 
Pam and Jim finally get together? Better 
yet, how can the series continue once 
Ted's perfect woman is found on "How 
I Met Your Mother?" These shows don't 
appear to be nearly as open ended as past 
long-running sitcoms such as "Cheers" 

or "Seinfeld."The only hope is that the 
writers will either be able to delay those 
events from happening, or to find some' 
way to keep the audience interested once 
those points are reached. 

The truth is that it's highly unlikely 
that any sitcoms that are popular today 
will be around in three or four years' 
time, a thought that is slightly depressing 
for any of us who have found ourselves 
scheduling our lives around a television 
show for the first time. However, the only 
thing we can do is sit back, enjoy the real 
golden age of sitcoms, arid hope that the 
next generation doesn't bring us another 
Dharma and Greg. • 

j onathan L ane actually re-enacts episodes of'Dharma 
and Greg' in his bedroom on Wednesday nights. 

Call ahead if you want to play Dharma. 
Discuss this article at am1!.11tdallas.edu! 

Jenna Elfman's smiling like that since she is, in fact, the Dark Lord Satan. 
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Questioning Questioner? 
If not us, who? If not now, when? 

by john keese:. 
john,keese@srudent.utdallas,edu 

Side note: did you ever notice Scoobs' 
name sourias!a lot lik@'hi!iowner picking 
,up after hitp? A.K.A. S,~.eEPY Poo? Just 
wondering. ·!':. u.;r 

But what if 
have been 
Now<y6u've 

t ... the following · 
In less than 24 hours I have dedaed Dude: (in a ··· 

to wl:ite something, come up wit:IJ: .•• that Sherlock Holmes pulled 
something, and then write said ~om7:; $hot him?" 
thing. Still with me? '<•.fi/ Butright when Dude 

I have a question to ask. A serious on~ "him" it's too late. He 
that most of society ignores, but one that freaks out. So right at 
needs to be addressed. rises to make it intq t~ 

? What does ? mean? I am by no too bad. · 
means a literary person, but I have used Or is it, sid. :See~· our goodship? 
several ?'s in my lifetime. It is a really you can make any statement into a ques
awesome squiggle-dot to use, but have tion by adding a ? to the end and inflect
you ever stopped to consider how much ing (word?) your voice. 
power that ? really holds? No? Well let So I'm saying goodnight to my fian-
me guide you. cee one nigfit and I deeide to give this a 

You're reading along and here comes , try, who by the way is the cutest wo.~an 

a?. Ohman, anxiety attack begins. Now in the worla (2 points, swish!). I remem
you are commanded to insert some in- ber it like itwas-yesterday. ... 

4) or finally "Are you going through pu
berty agMn?;:We're such a loving couple? 
We are? Yes, we af~.· .· ... ,.; 

See, I want ym.i"to fead tfi'e'rest of this 
article with an.ov~~;.~mphasiud inflexion 
every time you see ;t ? . Can you do that? 
Yes? Well, th,~ii . dO: it? OK? I'm beating a 

dead horse? .. ~o, ~irn nR.f.· 
When el~'e. ui< hist~ry could this ? 

principle be used? Ho~ abqut these well 
known situations: 

Bill Clinton: ''I did not have sexual 
relations with that woman?" · 

1940s Doctor: "Smoking does not 
cause lung cancer?" 

Boat Captain: "This ship, the Titanic, 
is unsinkable?" 

Caveman: "I've made fire?" 
Eve: "Here, Adam, try this Apple?" 
You see? It could've helped a lot of 

sticky wickets. So ?s are fun? Yes, they 
ate!J\But what else is fun:,Johh! (Hah! You 
e:ipectea a? But no? No.) There are 
many uiggle-dotS ana line-
dots to the !. Whenever 

flexion in your voice. No longer can you "All right, I guess I'll see you tomor-
use your monotone-speak. No sir. Now row. G6od night. I love you?" . 
you have to make your voice rise as jf you , Yeah, not such a good time to throw in sider thtt.same situation with my fiancee, 
were really asking a question. the?. Possible reactions are 1) slap in the ... wh ' s.t.~e most awesomely 1.mderstand-

You know this inflexion that I speak face/kick inthe groin; 2) "What'd you ~!! fson I know (drops back, 3 points 
of. It kind of is a cross between a bull frog say fool?" to which I reply "Good useof downtown). 
going through puberty and Scooby Doo. a ? fiancee" (see #1); 3) "I'll cut you fool"; right, I guess I'll see you tomor-

row. Good night. I love you!" 
·Well, how does the ! change it! I 

needJo know! Possible reactions are 1) 
«WlJ.~t'd l 'ever do to you?"; 2) "Who are 
you?" prqf.eed, w-ith slap in the face/kick 
in the ibin; '3) "I'll cut you fool!"; 4) 
or finallY!IIMy fiance has such awesome 
lung po~er!:;,JYe're such a loving couple! 
We are! No· ri{6;e ?! 

But ! ~,are ,not your style you ask (as 
if you have a style grammatically (well 
d6esli't'' everyone? (well not really))). 

.. What could you possibly use to be witty 
'11f ?s''and !s are not your thang (why do 

people spell it like that (who even in-
vented spelling (isn't there an actor with 
spelling as a name (what's in a name 
(roses smell good (monkeys?!)))))). 
' Well, honestly I don't "know" what 
else "you" cot+id use to make a "nor
mal" sentence interesting. Maybe you're 
not what is "called" a "literary man" or 
"woman" .. 

I hope you've made it this far and will 
enjoy having your reading experience 
tainted by a new way of looking at ?. 
Now some advice: Tell your parents you 
appreciate them. Seriously. • 

j ohn Keese< wants your Jan-mail? He would like you 
to send it to him? 1hanks guys? Really? 

Discuss this article at amf>.utdallas.edu! 



L TO ~~ : _TUH:::Lt:_E _L_E_LDul _LT~OL...lR~S'""----
______ _j_lE:_TLT..L...JE_R~ ...... S.L_ _ _.__ ............ _ "' ~ "' - In response to Jonathan Lane's ~r~icle . 

In response to Richard Badg~ . s . '(Stand-up against ac1sm I 
tt

' R · " ·n the Apnl 1ssue. article "A Loaded Issue" in the Apnl ISsue. 

d £ ful point of view h a simple-minde , ear 
I was shocked to see sue , . it's a 

ublished inA Modest Pro~o~al. the intent of the second a~endment, 
p . h cavalier to dictate h b" th of our natlon. 

It IS rat er ' b ongoing since t e 1f ful . n a military 
live argument that s ~~claim that handguns ~re ar:t\u:emu{tary roles? The 

Second, how ca~ handguns developed speCific y on was specifically 
role? Why are m~s Fabrique Nationale Five-seve d c rces for the first 

. the picture, a . bl nly to arme 10 . 
handgun m ili' d was availa e 0 . . fully automatiC d £ th m tary, an mt10n as a 
designe or. e uction. lt uses the same ammu. . enetrate military (and 
five years of tts prod d h artridges it fires can easily pl ful in a military 
submachine gun, an t ; ~elmets. It would be extreme y use 

civilian) body armor an ld b legalized is riddled 
t · ns shou e 

engagemen . nt that fully automatic wear d have access to these types 
Your argume y; sa that criminals ea y ban handguns, 

with logical fallac!" ou :n on them,) yet you pro~ose we a full automatic 
of weapons ( ~esptte the ~ogic should be just as a~atlable as s are ~ot readily 
which accordmg to your d' A1 fully automatiC weapon 

af the are banne . so, . ' 
weapon ter ~ . ' lians or even police. b n inconclusive, 
available to crimmal~, ClVl h t ~n bans worldwide have ee t1 C n the last 

As for your assertiOnS t a nation that has recen y 1 n1 ally 
d h . almost every d This is o y re 

I think you'll find ~ a~;ns violent crime has increaseh . e been legal or 
20 years) banne . ~n d A'ustralia since no firearms av 

1 · B 1tam an ' 
observab e m r . for more than 50 years. C ime" by John 
readily accessible m Japan d the study "More Guns, Less : h levels 

I would poi~ts~~~s:~~ :ignificant c.orrelati~:~e~es~:te;~here the 
Lott. lt shows hip and low levels of ViOlent en lib . alized violent crime 
of firearm owners d h dgun licenses has been er ' 
. of conceale an . ill 
tssuance d d . d h dguns is JUSt s Y· . ally ecrease · · s

1
one an 

has umvers . h £ nding fathers never enVl d r firearms back 
Arguing that t e ou d h t one handed black pow e 

Believe it or not, th~ ~; ~o~: ;dvanced weapon of its day. . Sincerely, 
then. It was the sm e ' ~ Jeff Poole 

Ravi Kiran 
(via http://amp.utdallas.edu) 

jonathan responds: I think that a point that I was trying to get 
at was not necessarily whether or not white comedians s~ould 
be allowed to make racial jokes, but if it is healthy for society for 
anyone, regardless of race, to be telling these types ofjo~es . Yes, 
there is a double standard and it is largely because of-like you 
said- that history of racism in our country. I'm _just no: sure that. 
using these types of jokes is to be ironic and pomt out madequaCies 
of society or if they are to intentionally cause harm. . 

I'm in total agreement with you two on Chappelle an~ Me~Cia. 
I love D ave Chappelle and the work he has done, both Wtth his 
show and with his stand up. However, I really, really have a problem 
with a lot of what Carlos Men cia does, even if on the surface it 
seems like Chappelle Show Lite. 

Jonathan Lane 
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p u 7 7 l E s ~s'b ~ & GAMEs 

by benedict voit 
benedict.voit@student:utdallas.edu 

Across 
1. Heavenly shower 
4. Order for Passover 
9. Warm enough to do this 
13. Make the choice 
14. Agreeably stimuiating 
15. Spain's Gold 
16. Milk Dipper 
18. Move here and increase 
the IQofboth states 
19. Get-ready classes 
20. Shot in Memphis in April 
22. Institute for Learning 
Technologies, abb. 
23. Key ingredient for 
Ooze ball 
25. Cpt. Sparrow or Willy 
Wonka 
27. Fable owner 
30. Section of grass with roots 
32. Island getaways 
34. Traveling necessity 
36. Attempting 
38. Email option 
40. To unite, for a Spaniard 
41. High School Honors 
42. March Madness has lots 
of this 
43. Sky on a pretty day 
44. End of term headaches 
47. Not junk 
49. Derogatory 'Nam abbr. for 
young soldier . 
50. Spring can bring this 
53. Universal energy currency 
of all living organisms 
54. Get here on a hit 
55. Vegas lights 
58. Not allowed in parts of 
Waterview 
59. Women's Health 
Initiative, abb. 
61. Goes with charm 
64. Leave off 
66. Entertain 
68. Confused with love 
70. Southern Hemisphere 
month Spring equivalent, abb. 
71. A girl's best friend 
72. They know Drama 
73. Frito, for example 
74. Stories have a beginning 
and 
75. April1" is the same 
weekday as this month 

and jessie harpham 
jessica.harpham@student.utdallas.edu 

Down 
1. Vacancy 
2. This month abbreviated 
3.A couple 
4. Common dog command 
·s. Supplies oneself 
6. Boring 
7. Second Sunday of the 
month 
8. Messenger of DNA 
10. Office staple 
11. Anger 
12. Cleans up 
17. Grandpa's age 
19. Baby shark 
21. Composer of"Ol' Man 
River" 
23. More than more 
24. Comes with the sunrise 
26. Flying horse 
28. Height of an object 
29. Givers of Exams 
30. Closet filler 
31. Faulkner: As I Lay __ 
33. The Wizard is from here 
34. Nero's successor 
35. Count them before sleep 
37. Irish with guns 
3 9. Undecided time 
replacement 
45. Law School requirement 
46. Needs good hands (cough 
Romo cough) 
48. Current Press Secretary 
51. Starred in Cat on a 
Hot Tin Roof and Road to 
Perdition, among others 
52. Sung together 
54. Place money on 
something 
56. Nada 
57. First day dedicated to one 
of these 
58. Compassionate sorrow 
60. Influenced Adam Smith 
62. Ballerina's costume 
63._bitty 
65. Controversial legislation 
2006 referenced for Gitmo, 
abb. 
66. Religious athletic group 
on campus, abb. 
67. The terminus 
69. Not funny anymore, but 
still live f(Om NY 

~ \ 4 -

Ap:Pil Shot~~e:Ps 

Get online now and find out more wa~s to sp_end ~our time: http://amp.utdallas.edu 

\30NUS 4 5 9 
6 2 7 5 3 

Sud 5 4 3 1 8 
9 8 1 

oku 5 3 9 4 
2 4 7 

4 1 9 2 6 
7 6 5 1 8 

(AMP is here for you) 1 8 2 
I '1,, i.o .. "' ... • .. " ,. ~ " • - ~ '"' .: ..; ' - • .. ;. . I . ... ~ . - .. --



A MOD EST PROPOSAL 

Difficulty: .Business Major 
L '~"'.:1 ~- ~":l :.' 
!'~I l\11 I\ 

5 6 
7 

3 4 
6 

4 1 
1 

7 6 
2 5 

7 

Difficulty: Econ Major 
' I 0 0 0 I ' 
.:1 - I . 0 0 

; "'-f. ' "f! -, ~,~, ~,, 

K 
a 
k 
u 
r 
0 

3 

4 

PUZZLES & GAMES 21 

Sudoku Difficulty: Math Major 

j;~j j;(~j 

1 7 6 
2 3 5 8 1 7 

1 7 3 
7 3 2 8 

9 7 5 4 1 
2 9 8 4 
8 6 4 

4 1 4 5 6 . 
9 6 2 5 

' 

AMP is not responsibk for GPA loss due to obsessive puzzle solving. 
If your professor catches you in a puzzling state, either frown or ask him to join. 

Discuss these puzzles at am,P.utdallas.edu! 



THE MOST 
TRUSTED NEWS 
ON THE PLANET 

Only in URANUS ..• 

Duke Basketball 

LOL 
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Z URANUS April2007 STRAIGHT fROM URANUS! 

by Candi Date 
Political Correspondent 

Student Union, UTD - After a harrowing 
election week, students can finally safely 
enter the campus mall without being mauled 
by a horde of overzealous candidates and 
party cronies. 

"We've cleared the mall of all 
pamphleteers," said UTD chief of police 
Colleen Ridge. "It wasn't easy. We lost a lot 
of good officers." 

Skies grew brighter and clouds parted 
on Wednesday as the elections drew 
to a end and party campaigners left to 
hibernate until next election season .. 
Students cautiously tested walking through 
the student mall shortly after the polls 
closed. · 

"Are they over? God help us, are they 
over?" a haggard student pleaded after 
emerging from his bomb shelter hideaway 
in the basement of Founders. He had 
subsisted for 3 days on nothing but water 
and back issues of A Modest Proposal. 

"I couldn't stand the lying anymore," a 
sobbing student confessed, "Everyday I 
said it. 'I already voted.' Lies! All lies!" 

Election campaigning grew particularly 
ugly this season. Several students were . 

caught in physical tug-o-wars between 
Cohen and Mecoy as they tried to sway 
the votes of those unfortunate enough to 
stumble into the mall. 

"I finally settled on voting for Cohen 
after Manfred pulled my arm out of socket," 
said one injured student. "I guess I'm just 
lucky to be alive." 

Snir Cohen campaigned with fervor 
after receiving the veritable kiss of death, 
a Mercury editorial endorsement. Few 
student government hopefuls go on to win 
after receiving Mercury support. 

"This hellish curse will be hard to 
recover from, but I've got to try," Snir said, 
wildly looking around the area for potential 
voters. He then focused upon a flock of 
nearby birds, at which he hurled pamphlets 
and promises of DART passes. They were 
not lured in by his silver tongue. 

Other recent senator candidates 
remained outside the SU in the makeshift 
tent placed near the McDermott library. 
The tent, now surrounded with human 
refuse and the horrid stench of Axe body 
spray, stands as a monument to those who 
were lost in the great nine-day battle. ~ 

"I will never forget those who fought so 
hard this week. Their fliers shall haunt my 
dreams forever," said one student. • 

·'starbuck$ to offer 
,Dollar Menu 

by Frap Puccino 
Special collaborative contributor 

, IUG~SON ,(AMP) - Reacting to 
the current trend of "value menus" at 
fast food chains, cOfff)e giant Starbucks 
has announced plans to introduce their 
own Dollar Menu at all participating 
lOcations:' 
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UTD Arms Deal Funds 
Budget Deficit 

UTEP gladly buys: "We' II take all you got." 

Temoc, representin', acts as the dealer. UTEP won the bid over Chiquita after it was sued for supporting terror (it's topical!). 

by Lefty Smalls 
Undercover Correspondent 

In a fit of desperation, UTD President David 
Daniel has begun dealing guns out of his office in 
the Multipurpose Building. As UTD struggles to 
compensate for budgetary shortfalls, the Office 
of the President has authorized non-traditional 
sources of income to keep the university afloat. 

"We've tried everything: tuition increases, 
lobbying the legislature, stealing money from 
Waterview, embezzling and breaking kid's 
piggy banks, stealing from Waterview some 
more. We called Bob Utley and offer~d to let 
him screw us over again in exchange for some 
quick cash. We even got in on a few old lady's 
wills. It just wasn't enough," Dr. Daniel said in a 
statement last week. 

Eager to get in on the cash, the A&H 
Department asked if their budget could be 
increased from a piece of string and a Rubik's 
cube to include an LED flashlight and bottle cap. 

When told of the request while boarding his 
private jet and lighting a cigar with a Benjamin, 
Dr. Daniel responded, "We have an A&H 
Department?" 

Outraged at the President's cavalier attitude 
toward the sale of dangerous arms, three 
students from University Democrats staged a 
formal protest. "The president is condoning 
and encouraging vi,olence!" one frothed. 

Insulted at the suggestion, Dr. Daniel said, "I 
mean, really. Guns don't kill people. The bullets 
that people buy and put in guns and then aim 
and shoot at people ... kill people ... 

"We don't sell bullets." • 

Di-Hydrogen 
Monoxide infests 
UTD Water Supply 

"We'd fix it if we cared," 
Waterview claims 

RICHARDSON (AMP) - Campus 
activities were nearly suspended last 
Thursday after an alert Chemistry 
student made a stunning observation. 

Molly Denum, a Senior, didn 't find 
her morning routine particularly 
extraordinary. It wasn't until she was 
filling her bottle for her morning run 
that her eye caught sight . 

"We had been studying this 
concoction for weeks in class, and by 
golly, there it was in real life staring 
me in the face." 

Denum carefully swept the air above 
the bottle towards her nose. Its distinct 
lack of scent and absence of color 
confirmed her greatest fears. 

"Sure enough, it was Di-Hydrogen 
Monoxide." Denum remembered "It 
was just like the book said it would be. 
This being the case, I knew something 
must be done immediately." 

Denum contacted the Student Health 
Center and UTD police right away. 
E-mails shot across campus setting 
a "High-Alert" status for all students 
and employees. Berkner was quickly 
evacuated and sealed off from the 
public and student body. 

UTD Administration officials deemed 
student health "the top priority," and 
promised that they would "get to the 
source without delay." HazMat squads 
were sent to the scene. 

Di-Hydrogen Monoxide is extremely 
dangerous in high concentrations. As a 
gas it has been known to cause extreme 
burns and inhalation of it's liquid 
form is a leading cause of accidental 
death among children. Furthermore, 
Di-Hydrogen Monoxide is the largest 
component of most environmentally 
hazardous solutions and causes the 
majority of property damage. 

The brave HazMat workers took 
every caution to secure the situation. 
Protected in airtight protective suits, 
they approached the scene and 
prepared to clean up the catastrophe. 

About to spray down UTD with high
powered hoses, they were called off. 

The fear subsided and the panic 
dissipated when experts on the AMP 
staff correctly identified di-hydrogen 
monoxide as HzO. • 
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