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-by ryan henry 
hrrainexpress@gmail.com 

In case you have been living under a 
rock for these past few years, let me be 
the first one to tell you this: We have a 
shortage of food and an overpopulation 
problem. There, I said it. Countries 
throughout the world are struggling 
to keep up with rising food prices and 
the ~ver-increasing need for more land 
for housing. I · have figured out a way 
to solve both of these problems, while 
simultaneously lowering the gap between 
economic strata. My solution: have the 
poor sell their children for food. 

Now before you get all up in arms and 
throw words around like "barbarism," 
"cannibalism," and "but they won't taste 
good," hear me out. The last argument is 
simply asinine. We already eat babies of 
other species, veal for instance, and it is 
considered a delicacy. 

Why shouldn't human babies get 
the same treatment? Their meat would 
be tender and when seasoned correctly 
would have the potential to be the most 
desired item on any menu. They would 
be juicy, giving any other steak a run for 
its money. Baby meat would of course 
be served in smaller portions, but it 
would fetch quite a high price per ounce, 
making it a luxury item. 

By creating a )llarket for babies, 
we would also give teen mothers an 
additional option when faced with an 
unwanted pregnancy: adoption, abortion, 
or Outback Steakhouse. I am sure that 
renowned steakhouses wouJd be willing 
to compensate these needy, would-be 
mothers. This compensation wouJd help 
these families buy fruits and vegetables, 
or even pay for condoms. But if they did 
that where would we get our delicacies 
from?! Babies would inevitably go for 
a lot of money on the open market. 

0 est 
consequences, but now it would be cause 
for excitement. Ambitious speculators 
could then buy and trade baby futures 
much like we do with other commodities. 

If you think baby eating is just plain 
taboo, consider this. Some tribes in 
Mrica and South America consider it 
an honor to feast on the flesh of another 
human. They see it as an opportunity to 
absorb the fallen's best qualities. America 
and most other countries have 
been missing out on 
this shamanistic 
source of power. 
We have the 

resources to make this a possib!lity.As an 
added bonus, by buying baby meat from 
impoverished regions like sub-saharan 
Mrica, we would also be stimulating the 
economy of those nations. This would 
both help Africa and free us from having . 
to listen to over-righteous rock stars who 
tell us what to do. (Goodbye, Bono!). 

Yet another advantage of selling babies 
for food is that they do not take 

up any additional resources. 
Babies require no pasture 

land or farmland, so 
that can stay available 
for other things (like 

Before, a pregnancy could have terrible A tasty baby-salad sandwich. Photoillustration by Ben Dower 

(( Now before you 
get all up in arms and 
throw words around 
like "barbarism," 
"cannibalism," and 
"but t hey won't taste 

good,'' hear me out. 11 
ethanol). It also cuts down on the amount 
of people that will be there to strain our 
existing resources. 

There must obviously be limits to 
selling children for food . The children 
cannot be more than 14 years old, 
because by then their meat will be too 
tough. Additionally,. by the time people 
become teenagers, they are functioning 
members of society. I t would be best 
to sell the babies while they are young 
anyway because they will not have forged 
an attachment to their mothers, so they 
won't realize that anything is wrong. 
More importantly, the younger they -are, 
the tastier they are. 

I cannot take all the credit for this 
ground breaking solution. Much of the 
credit belongs to an associate of mine 
from Ireland who wishes to remain 
anonymous until a later date. However, 
if anyone would like to engage in a lively 
debate concerning the merits of this plan, 
I am always open to defend it. This is, as 
its name implies, merely a proposal and 
not a complete plan of action. 

I am sure that many of you have great 
insight that would improve this idea, and 
I am open to suggestions. By the fact 
that you have continued to read this far, 
it's obvious you see some merit in my 
proposal, and T hope that I can count on 
your support as I lobby to get legislation 
passed in support of this innovative (ifl 
do say so myself) course of action. • 

Dear Ryan Ilenry, Mall Bellamy sucks. 
-]o11athtm Coker 

Discuss this artide at amp.lltdallas.edu! 
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ore Than a Chore 
Rhet berated, bad rep a bum rap 

by mac hird 
hi g_ mac.21 OVUh~t:Jrulil.com 

This fall, as with every other year, 
UTD welcomes 1000 new freshmen 
to campus . Every one of them ha~ a 
different expectation of ... vhat college 
at UTD will be like, and each will 
have a different experience. Though 
all of the freshmen are special in his 
o r her unique "kindergarten-y'' way, 
they all have something in common: 
they are taking Rhetoric 1101. 

When I rook chis course last year, 1 
tried to ask arou nd and feel out what 
the dass would be like before I went 
the iirst day. It seemed the general 
consensus on campus was that you 
never actually learned anything in Rhct 
1101 and that it was just designed to 
fo rce you into going to campus events. 

My outlook on this class did not 
improve when I read over the course 
description and discovered t hat 
I would be learning study habits, 
public speaking skills, and money 
p rotkiency, all causing painfuJ 
flashbacks to the Transitions class I 
was subjected to when entering high 
school. (No offense, Mr. Fry, if you're 
reading this.) 

Fast fon.vard to rhe t hird week of 
classes and my opinion of this class 
h:~d changed dramatically. Yes, it was 
a class I bad to go to, and, yes, it was 
deathly early in the morning, but I 
found myself enjoying the class. My 
instructor was awesome and made 
the class interesting; the Firsl Year 
Leader was fun to be around, and I 
got to know some good f riends in 
the dass. It was small and 1 got to 
know everyone on a firs t name basis. 
It really didn't matter what we were 
learning, because the people in it 
helped me enjoy the class. 

Looking back on it a year later, it 
is the conte nt l first scoffed at that 

i. The course as a whole was: 

Excellent 
Very Good 

Good 

CT ±l. 

Very Poor 
Mean: 

Median 

CT 

Undeserved is right. Rhet H 0 I is awesome. Photolllustration by Jonathan Coker 

makes me appreciate this course. 
Rhet 1101 contains tons of useful 
little t idbits, such all what buildings 
are what, a very useful skill when you 
are running 10 minutes late to your 
Calculus exam only to fi nd out it is 
in some huilding called CN. Yes, you 
are tested on the names of buildings, 
but as dumb as it seems, t his is one of 
t he more useful things you can learn 
as a fres hman. 

Rhet 1101 also serves to inform 
students of all of the services 
available to them, services that are 
sorely under used . There is no doubt 
that I would have overlooked all of 
the valuable resources .at the L ibrary. 
Sure you can go look at books, but 
why do t hat when you can read 
them on the internet. L et's just say 
that I wanted to rc.ad all 136,361 
words of C harles Dickens' A Tale of 
Two C ities without e;:ver leaving my 
room. Well t hanks to the libra ry, I 
can do that. 

Also, I never would have known 
about, let alone taken advantage of, the 
programs provided hy the Learning 
Resource Center. Last semester, J 
went to a tv•o- hour study session at 
the :Math Lab before my Calculu~ 

final, and I saved five hours of study 
later t hat night. That's a three hour 
gain, three hours that I undoubtedly 
wasted, hut at least I wasn't studying. 

A maj ority of the grade in Rhct 
1101 is based on attending fi ve 
dilferent events throughout the 
semes ter. T his gives many students 
t he impression that Rhet 1101 is 
forcing you to be involved on campus. 
Why is that a bad thing, though?Th is 
campus is going to be your home for 
t he next fou r years, and you need to 
know 01ore people here than just your 
roommates o r the person you sit next 
to in class. 

1 know this is news to many, but 
social gathe rings are fun! Your teacher 
never tells you what events you have to 
go to, and almost any event can count. 
These events that you are "forced" to 
go to could become the organi·~,ations 
you will be a part of, contribute to, or 
even lead oV"er the next four years. 

One of t he;: most rewarding 
assignments fo r me was the Take a 
Risk assignment. In this, the student 
ili assigned to take a risk and write 
ahout how this risk affected them. 
Now for this assignment, my friend 
took a very large risk w here she 

±1.11. 

i {. I. know that this is 
news to many. but social 
gatherings are fun! 

' ' dressed up like a hobo and went 
downtown and s lept the night there. 
I have a feeling this may no t be 
exactly what the teachers envisioned 
when designing t his course, but 
to each their own. The risk I took 
was to write my t1n t article for this 
newspaper, and that greatly affe<:t:etl 
my first year. Once 1 w rote that first 
story, I was hooked. I've written an 
ar ticle for each issue since then. The 
risk assignment is, in my opinion, 
the most important aspe~t of Rhet 
1101. This assignment can help 
students to take a risk that will help 
them do things in coUege that they 
never thought they <.:ould do. 

So, take a risk, one thar you're 
actually scared to do. Even if ir flops 
horribly, you can always hide behind 
the fact that it was just an assignment 
for Rhet. • 

!1-fac Hird iVtsher he ~o;1s a fre•hmmz •• he cou/J talu 
Rhet 1101 fo1 th~ .(Mmd lime. 

DiJcws this artitk at~.' 
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Rock the Campus for the Cure 
Charity concert highlights vibrant student life 

by manfred mecoy 
mmecoy@gmail.com 

I'm starting my ninth and 
final semester at UT Dallas, 
so I, like other members 
of my class, have had the 
unique opportunity to 
see two completely 
different campuses 
during my time here. 
When I arrived 
as a freshman, 
campus life was 
just beginning 
to take off, the 
largest school was 
Engineering and 
Computer Science, 
the campus had the 
same amount of 
grass as what you'd 
find on a small front 
lawn, and it was 
sometimes difficult 
to find on-campus 
events to fill the time 
between classes. 

Four years later, people 
hang out in various hotspots 
uound campus, the Business 
school rules, we have a park with 
benches, a spirit rock, and more 
events happen every day than you can 
even attend. We've seen a new university 
resident take the rei-ns. The freshmen 
ave become more and more excited 
bout their university and boosting 
campus life up. This enthusiasm has 
created an entirely different atmosphere 
here, one which more closely resembles 
a traditional campus. 

As someone who has always supported 
campus life, I find this transformation 
incredibly exciting and have tried to take 
part in it myself as often as possible. One 
IVay in which I've done this is working 
)ver the past few years to build up. Sigma 
"--pha Epsilon's annual concert Rock 

the Campus for 
the Cure. 

Created by chapter members four 
years ago to honor Brad Monks, 
a brother who lost his battle with 
lymphoma, this event has become one of 
the largest on campus. SAE raised more 
than $12,000 last year for the Leukemia 
and Lymphoma Society, and total 

Logo courtesy of SAE 

contributions 
for the past three 

have exceeded $27,000. This year we've 
assembled the best lineup yet and hope 
to raise more than $25,000. 

At 6 p.m. on Saturday, September 13, 
seven bands will take the stage in the 
Student Union Mall, including campus 
favorites Sidekick Mafia and The Jones', 
along with Forever the Sickest Kids, an 
up-and-coming band that has received 

play time on Late Night with Conan 
O'Brien. 

To keep it on a college budget, tickets 
are only $10 and can be bought online 
before the concert at www.rtcftc.com 

or at the booth in the Student Union 
in September. 

This concert represents the 
dramatic change that has 

happened throughout the 
past few years here at 
UTD. In just four years, 

Rock the Campus for 
the Cure went from a 
charity show where 
most of the talent 
and equipment 
were donated to an 
event that features 
a real headliner; 
while UTD went 
from an ECS and 
research school 
to a vibrant 

community that 
sees student life 
as s<;>mething just 

as important as 
studying. 

It's a lot of work 
to put on an event of 

this kind, but it's worth 
it for two big reasons: 

first, to honor and remember 
our friend Brad Monks. 

Second, because we know that 
events like this push our school in 

a new direction that makes campus 
life more interesting and fun. 

So whether you're an old schooler 
like me or one of the new freshmen, I 
hope that you can make it to Rock the 
Campus for the Cure this month. Most 
of all, 1 hope that you can continue to 
create and attend these kinds of events 
and complete our school's transformation 
into a university driven by more than 
just classes. • 

Manfred Mccoy has rocked U1D for nitu semesters and 
after that the only = e this campur needr is f()T' a hangO'!Jtr. 

Discuss this article at amb.utdallas.edu! 
' 
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Dallas Independent Schoo·. • • 
Screw it. I'll finish the title later for full credit ... 

by alex palmer 
alexp@utdallas.edu 

I'm no stranger to the idea of lowering the bar for 
students that cannot seem to succeed in school. After all, 
it would be really hard and take lots of work to actually 
require them to improve and meet academic standards. If 
that bar wasn't low a child might get left behind, right? 

It's also nothing new to pass fail.iflg kids so that they 
can play the all important high school football or to un
necessarily shove kids into speciaJ education classes so 
that the ISD meets government benchmarks, required 
to receive cash for the following year. School districts, 
especially Dallas, have been doing this for years. 

Recently, however, Dallas Independent School Dis
trict, led by Superintendent Michael Hinojosa, decided 
ro take that already lowered bar, get it really drunk, flip 
it the bird, and toss it into a wood chipper. If academic 
challenges were hurdles on a track, Dallas's new grading 
policy has gotten rid of them and turned the track into 
a couch laden conveyer belt. Have a seat, kick back, and 
get a diploma. 

To illustrate the mockery DISD and Superintendant 
Hinojosa are making of the education system, see if you 
can separate the actual new grading policies from the 
absurdly ridiculous ones that I just made up. 

Teachers must accept late assignments and 
cannot penalize students for missing deadlines. 

Students who fail tests must be given a chance 
to take the test again, and the teacher must take the 
higher grade 

H omework grades will only be counted if they 
improve a student's grade. 

Teachers cannot assign a student a zero for an 
assignment unless they call parents and make "efforts to 
assist students in completing the work." 

Teachers who fail more than 20 percent of 
their students, for whatever reason, will need to develop 
a professional improvement plan (yes, for themselves, 
not the lazy student who never turned anything in and 
fai led) and will be monitored by their superiors. 

Under no circumstances can a student make 
below a 50% during a 6 weeks, even if they never turn a 
single piece of work into the teacher. 

Some of these are pretty stupid right? Have you 
guessed which ones I made up? Well, if you guessed any 
of them, you would be wrong. The above are all just a 
smattering of the new rules involved in Dallas ISD's lu
dicrous grading policy. 

Luckily, many parents, teachers, and students have 

become rightfully upset with the new system and are 
demanding that it be changed. Just read some of the 
comments on The Dallas Morning News' website. 
Parents claim that the policy does not do anyone any 
favors. Teachers say that they are, "saddened, but not 
surprised," and students thank the school district for 
devaluing their education. Universally, complaints are 
being launched that the policy is too lenient in regards 
to laziness, procrastination, and the resulting late work. 
Critics point out that submission of work after a dead
line is almost never accepted in college, trade school, or 
the workforce. 

Dr. Michael Hinojosa. DISD Superintendent. 
Photoillustration by Uam Skoyles 

The school district's retort can be found on their 
website: "The district's goal is to fully prepare students 
for college and the workforce, not to replicate college 
and the workforce in kindergarten- through 12th-grade 
setting". Apparently, Dallas Independent School Dis
trict wants to prepare students to be chefs without ever 
requiring them to enter a kitchen. 

So, if we can aU agree that the new regulations are 
preposterous, what, then, can Dallas ISD do to improve 
their abysmal failure rate (20% of ninth grade fresh
man don't advance to the lOth grade), and the fact that 
in 2007, 80% of eighth graders placed below the 40th 
percentile in reading on the Iowa Test of Educational 
Development. · 

Firstly, I do not believe that Dr. Hinojosa is actually 
as dumb as the current policy leads one to believe. Many 
of the ideas inherent in these policies were taken from 
various studies carried out by reputable educational re
search groups. However, they must be applied in a dif
ferent manner. 

For example, the policy stating that homework that 
lowers a student's grade does not count stems from the 
idea that students should get concepts and not fail be
cause of busywork. This is a positive goal, but throwing 
out any busywork that does not improve tl1e grade is not 
the answer. As an alternative, perhaps the student's poor 
homework grade could be curved upward some if he or 
she demonstrates mastery of the subject on a subsequent 
later test. This way the student is not penalized for learn
ing a concept at a slower pace. 

The idea behind accepting late work is that if stu
dents get something right, it's equally correct the fol
lowing day. Again, understanding concepts is the goal, 
not necessarily timeliness. However, rather than having 
no punishment for late work, which does not translate 
to the real world in the slightest, give students one to 
three "late passes" per six weeks. This would ensure that 
the occasional forgotten homework or failure to com
plete an assignment on time does not result in flunking 
a class but also does not allow consistently lazy students 
to have a free pass. 

Dallas seems to be experimenting with a policy 
which relies exclusively on positive reinforcement. Do 
well and you get a pat on the back; do poorly and ... well 
nothing, but don't you want that pat on the back? This 
will not work. A robust grading policy should punish 
laziness as well as reward hard work. Until then, D allas 
ISD will produce a multitude of tardy dolts with very 
high GPAs. • 

We all no that Altx ain~ a prodtKt ofDISD, 
cus he dejinitdy put1Jort into thiJ. I is. 

Discuss this artid~ Ill amp. utda/Jm,g/u! 
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Celebrities & The Dark Knight 

by alex garcia topete 
ajg{>73000@utdallas.edu 

The United States is currently 
undergoing a transitional phase, a season 
of changes, distrust, uncertainty, fear. It's 
time for presidential elections. While 
the population strives to survive this last 

stretch 
of Bush 
admini st rati on, 
it is also forced by 
circumstances to be part 
of the all-American, 
every-four-years 
election ritual. People 
turn into something 
more than average 
consumers. Americans become voters. 

Being a voter means two things: 
having a small but crucial role in 
deciding who will handle the future 
of the country and becoming the 
target audience (or maybe market) of 
politicians who want to be elected for 
that future.Thevoter market is the reason 
for the multi-million-dollar campaigns 
characteristic of presidential elections, 
campaigns which try to lure more 
voters than the opposition. But enticing 
voters is no easy task, since common 
sense mandates ·that no politician is to 
be trusted. The presidential race is all 
about becoming that exception to the 
rule so. many Americans follow. The 
goal is become that one person who 
is convincing enough to make you 

Ihe pop-culture politics of America 

actually go and vote for him (or her, Hilton response ad. Having the socialite, 
when she gets to keep the nomination). renowned for not being the cream of 

There are several ways to gain the intellectual crop, reply to McCain's 
the trust of the public: bashing the spot with a very detailed explanation of 
opposition, promising to fulfill the Obama's policies, sprinkled with airhead 
Americans' needs and desires, and lingo, is not only hilarious, it's pure 
having the endorsement of somebody genius. It's the type of attention-getter 
already trusted. This last tactic has that will make the crowds, regardless of 
become something of a joke in our "age smarts, take Obama into consideration, 
of information," since the most-valued maybe because of his policies, maybe 
endorsements no longer come from because Paris told you "biotches" about it. 
clergy, business magnates, or political Now it's rumored that both McCain 
figures, but from celebrities. It 's a lame and Obama are wooing another 

Graphic illustration by Alex Garcia Topete 

truth; most Americans 
trust more and care more 
about celebrities than politicians. 

Both McCain and Obama have 
resorted to playing the celebrities card, 
while also mixing it up with the other two 
tactics. McCain bashed Obama by calling 
him a celebrity in a TV spot, questioning 
his political prowess and comparing him 
to Britney Spears and Paris Hilton. This 
comparison could backfire for McCain 
just because people follow celebrities 
almost religiously. For instance, more 
people vote in American !dol than in the 
elections. So McCain's statement could 
position Obama better in people's minds. 

The spot backfired already because it 
allowed fora priceless retaliation: the Paris 

celebrity into joining 
them, one with a better 

reputation than Ms. Hilton. 
The candidates are going after 

Academy Award winner, People
magazine-front-cover regular, and 

UNICEF ambassador AngelinaJolie. 
Too bad she's too busy being a mom ... 

Then tactic number two comes into 
play. What do people want or need? 
Lower taxes? An end to war? Increased 
manhood? Campaign experts do 
hundreds of studies to figure this out 
every electoral season, always coming 
up with different answers. The problem 
right from the beginning is that people · 
seldom know what they want or need. 

ii It's a lame truth; most Americans 

The answer to this question isn't in 
the polls and surveys, to which people 
reply consciously, but in the box-office 
earnings that are racked thanks to 
the collective unconscious. In 2008, 
the people want a Dark Knight. trust more and care more about 

celebrit ies than politicians. 11 It's not a coincidence that The Dark 
Knightgrossed more than 400 million 
dollars domestically in 18 days. It 's 

a movie full of poli tical significance. 
Sure, it provides the typical popcorn 
entertainmentofbullets, bombs, and the 
Batmobile. But 1he Dark Knight also 
has a story with a deeper meaning, which 
has even more substance considering 
the electoral atmosphere. Each of the 
characters can clearly be interpreted 
as archetypes of what the people want, 
or don't want, their politicians to be. 

It starts with Batman/ Bruce Wayne, a 
multimillionaire with an overwhelming 
sense of civic duty who, rather than 

enjoying his 
privileged position, 

uses his wealth to 
restore and preserve 
justice in Gotham city 

while risking his life. 
He's powerful and 
employs his power for 

a greater good, despite politics or parties. 
Harvey Dent is the politician in the 

movie, the idealistic one, that is. Dent, 
the district attorney, is the character 
the people of Gotham can "believe in," 
their political exception in a corrupted 
society. But he also lives long enough 
to become the corrupted villain, 
embodying what is perceived by many 
to be the two-faced reality of politics. 

Last is The Joker, who personifies 
the ultimate evil and definite 
disaster, which brings everyone 
together under fear; precisely 
what people don't want nor need. 

So if people want a dark knight 
for their country, there are still a few .. 
months for campaigners to convince 
voters, and for voters to decide, who 
that person should be. M eanwhile, 
with- so much electoral fun mixing 
celebs and politics ... Why so serious? • 

Al~x may not be Obomo, 
but IN sure is our dorlt ltnight. 

Discuss Ibis arti~l~ at qmp.utdA!Jiu.edu! 
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Political Shell Game 
How the permanent campaign is. destroying American politic~ 

. . 
. ::. . . . :.::: 

- :·: .. 
t" - - .& 
:.· ~-::,., .. _ ... . .. . .. 

by billy easley 
billyeasley2@gmail.com 

: . . . .. ... 
·:.:.::: 
~ ..... 

In the 2000 election, Scott McClellan supported 
the candidate of change. 

In his much publicized book What Happened, 
the former White House press secretary makes 
clear that a permanent-campaign mentality 
is what made President Bush incapable of 
changing Washington. Mr. McClellan 
describes how this mentality has ruined 
the priorities of Congress, destroyed 
President Bush's will to change 
Washington politics, and should 
make any informed voter worried 
about the prospects of securing 
substantive change in Washington's 
culture of deception. 

But what is the permanent
campaign mentality? What makes it 
such an able adversary of democracy? 
How can this insidious, deceptive 
manner of governing be thwarted? The 
term permanent campaign refers "to the 
process of governing in a way that 
builds and sustains public support 
for an administration and its 
policies." At face value, permanent 
campaigning makes sense 
- public support is an integral 
tool to the Administration's 
ability to pressure Congress to 
support their policy agenda. 

The evolution of 
permanent campaigning 
from its pragmatic objective 
into a system that values 
manipulating public 
opinion over government 
transparency, according 
to Mr. M cClellan, was 
exemplified by the Nixon 
Administration. The 
legacy of corruption and 
distrust left in the shadew 

then, the priority of our presidents has begun to 
shift dramatically to securing their next election and 
serving their party rather than being forthcoming 
with the American public. Mr. McClellan cites Ford's 
initial withholding of facts concerning the process 
of Nixon's pardon, Carter's controversy with Bert 
Lance, Reagan's Iran-Contra affair along with Bush's 
"out of the loop" response, and Clinton's infamous 
sex scandal as examples of a mentality which aims to 
deceive rather than inform the public. 

The permanent-campaign 
mentality has become a barrier to 

meaningful debate about policy 
issues, and the adoption 
of this mentality by both 
the Executive branch and 
Congress has resulted in 
a cynical populace that no 
longer expects candor from 
its political leaders. Rather 

than building consensus 
or appealing to the center, 

the modern permanent 
campaign seeks to divide 

and conquer rather than to 
unite. 

The understanding in 
the current Washington 

establishment is that it is easier 
and ·more efficient to convince 

the public that there is a single 
manner in which a problem can 
be solved and that the act of 
compromising in order to settle 
political differences would be a 
disservice. Politicians, in turn, 
appease both their base and the 

special interests 
while the 
common 
American 
citizen is 
dissuaded 
from even 
considering 
the possibility 

that Democratic 
and Republican 

ideals can work in 
of that administration still 
haunts America to this 
day. Ironically, politicians 
began to be more secretive 
after Watergate. Since Photoillustration by Richard Badgett 

conjunction. "Echo chambers'' like 
DailyKos develop, and Karl Rove's 
vision of a fifty-one percent Republican 
majority become the norm as moderate 
views become incomprehensible. 

( ( The permanent -campaign 
mentality has become a 

barrier to meaningful debate J J 
In this kind of environment nuanced or pragmatic 

legislation is counter-intuitive. Subscribers to this 
mentality view governing as a function of funding 
and servicing the campaign machine rather than the 
other way around. The end result is a government 
drowning in public officials who are more concerned 
with embarrassing their political opponents and 
holding onto their base to garner more support for 
re-election than passing meaningful legislation. We 
live in an age in which the desire to take politically 
tough stances is considered a vice and party 
conformity is considered far more important than 
American values. 

Our Founding Fathers v;uued compromise. Our 
nation was founded as a result of 13 distinct and 
unique colonies debating and agreeing upon terms 
which focused on settling their political differences 
rather than valuing one view over all others. What 
would have happened if one of those delegations had 
instead tried to mislead the public into supporting 
their position or refused to compromise until they 
got everything they wanted? 

They would have made fools out of themselves, 
the same way our government is making fools out 
of the American public. Mr. M cClellan's greatest 
contribution to the American public is his insight 
into the demise of a candidate of change who was 
unprepared for the task of fundamentally changing 
how Washington worked despite his best intentions. 
President Bush failed because he sacrificed his 
credibility with the public by not being forthcoming 
about Valerie Plame, the exposed CIA agent, torture, 
and other issues. As charismatic and determined as 
President Bush was in 2000, his inexperience led 
him to persist in the same partisan politics he was 
elected to dissipate, just as C linton had done after 
promising to change Washington. 

I f America wants change it must value experience 
and pragmatism over charisma and rhetoriJ;. After 
14 years of the most partisan politics in recent 
memory, after repeatedly choosing candidates of 
change over those of substance, it's time America's 
citizenry cast off its naivete and stopped playing the 
fool to candidates not up to the task. • 

Montgomery Rove is co11templating the vile tortures he i11tends 
to i•iflict 011 Billy Ea.rley for letting the terrorists wils. 

Discuss this article at am,l>.utdal!JJS.edu! 
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Talk about somebody else," dammit! 

by ken ny grey 
kennygrey@student.utdallas.edu 

by chanel matney 
cjmatney@gmail.com 

Boasting an astounding fourteen Olympic 
gold medals in his career thus far (eight 
from Beijing, six from Athens, though don't 
forget about the two bronzes from Athens), 
Michael Phelps is the most exciting thing to 
happen to competitive swimming since the 
invention of spandex. He makes it all look 
too easy, almost unnaturally so. 

He annihilates records and wins medals 
as if it were effortless, and the way he blows 
his competition out of the water (so to speak) 
is nothing if not captivating. If that wasn't 

enough, his humility and cordiality. out of physique and technique catered to perfect a 
the pool are charming, even endearing. He's narrow and specific skill set earn anyone the 
become America's gold-clad, hydrodynamic right to be crowned universally supreme? 
sweetheart, leaving newscasters and Perfecting the art of swimming short 
competitors alike struggling to find adequate distances from wall to wall in a straight 
superlatives to describe and praise his feats. line, while remarkable, remains an activity 

lt's phenomenal, incredible, that on its own does not merit the title 
unprecedented--outlandish even. Greatest Olympian of All Time, or even 
Newscasters, sports fans, and even the of Our Time (whenever and however long 
competitors left in his frothy wake have that is). Olympic swimming events vary only 
expressed their realization that he is perhaps in distance and stroke. His performance as 
the most awe-inspiring Olympian the world a great swimmer is a testament to speed, 
has ever seen. In my opinion, there are strength, endurance, and excellent execution 
precious few individuals who truly merit such of very specific, repetitive techniques. 
unanimous praise and auspicious limelight. We don't mean to throw cold water on his 

Most gold medals in an Olympic career? achievements, nor, as proud Americans and 
Incredible. Most gold medals at a single great sports fans (well Chane! is at least), do 
Olympics? Astonishing. Most world records we want to. We simply realize that to equate 
broken at the Olympics? Stupendous. M ost a fistful of gold medals -yvith what should 
dominant swimmer of his time? Certainly. .J.,be a description of all-around greatness as 
But some want to now crown him the best · :me~ured in multiple Olympic evepts is not 
Olympian ever. Excuse us, what? This is j !;l'st absolu~y iib.surd- it's unfair. 
where the deafening, awe-inspired, star- : 1<eep it in context. The way . Olympic 
struck celebration ought to end. . swimming events are organized and the 

Sure, he's earned more gold medals and nature of swimming itself, allow athletes to 
broken more records than most other athletes compete in significantly more events than 
combined, but since when did having the many other athletes. This allows more medal 

opportunities for more or less the same 
proficiency in aqua-mobility given a few 
differences in stroke styles. 

Swimmii1g has seventeen events in the 
Olympic games across all distances and 
strokes. Running has twelve events, and 
that's after hurdles and other obstacles have 

been thrown into the mix. Gymnastics has 
nine for men if you include trampoline, and 
ten for women if you include trampoline 
and rhythmic gymnastics, though there 
is a large difference betvvcen the styles of 

those competitions. Shooting has nine but 
with several gun types. 1 he sailing, cycling, 
rowing, and canoe/kayak categories each 
have around nine events, but this perspective 
ignores bont type, number of people, and 
type of race. 

Perhaps DaVinci got the Vitruvian man a litt le wrong. Photoillustration by Liam Skoyles 

Swimming lacks score, tricks, points, 
deductions, a panel of judges critiquing 
each movement for precision and technique, 
and a multitude of routines to practice. 
The breaststroke is always the same
old breaststroke, there is no complex 
choreography to memorize for the butterfly, 
and it's very hard to make huge errors short 
of an incorrect turn, false starts, or illegal 
strokes. For heaven's sake, it's swimming--a 
skill that's as much a mode of transportation 

as it is a sport . 
But in all seriousness, the title "Best 

Olympian" is best suited for an athlete who 
competes in several Olympic events of a 
relatiyely di&sirnilar nature. A gymnast 
would quali fy despite the £<ct that all 
gymnastics require strength and balance 
because gymnastics requires such a broad 
range of skills, tricks, and stages. 

Someone who could compete in several 
of the different types of track and field events 
(throwing events, racing, jumping) would 
definjtely be another good choice for that 
title. In the midst of our Michael Phelps 
media frenzy, have we forgotten that America 
has Bryan Clay, silver medalist in the 2004 
Olympics and gold medalist at Beijing for 
Decathlon (which consists of 100, 400, and 
1,500 meter races, a 110 meter hurdle, long 
jump, high jump, pole vault, discus, shot put, 
and javelin)? And the greatest Olympian 
doesn't have to be an American. 

VVhat about Romanian gymnast Nadia 
Comaneci, the first person to be awarded a 

perfect 10 in Olympic gymnastics? In the 
1976 Olympics she received 6 perfect scores 
on her way to gold in the aU-around, balance 
beam, and uneven bars competitions,;silver 
in the team competition; and bronze in the 
floor exercises. The point is that unless he can 
throw lightning bolts, has had "encounters" in 
swan form, and has sealed away some titans, 
a swimmer does not fit the bill of greatest 
Olympian. 

Among those who have dedicated their 
lives to being the most efficient in the pool, 
he undoubtedly stands head and shoulders 
above the competition as tl1e fastest, most 
efficient, and most successfi.tl. \.Vith this in 
mi1id, he's the most celebrated American 
athlete for the time being, and we grant 
that he's one of the most impressive 
Olympians of our time (or any time really), 
but he's certainly not the best Olympian. 
Not that I blame people for harboring this 
misconception~ur minds are waterlogged 
vvith wonder and ever-lauding press releases. 
But looking past the more than two dozen 
pieces of golden hardware, let's congratulate 
him as a marvelous swimmer- no more and 

certainly no less.• 

Chrmellv!atncy and Kenny Grey are off to go prepare for 
their Olympic debut in Equestricm Drcsu1ge in 2012. 

Discu.u thiJ article at am_P.utdallas.td11! 
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Shadow Cast On Games 

by prashant raghavendran 
pxr075100@utdallas.edu 

by ali saherwala 
asgherali 786@gmail.com 

OnAugust8th,2008 at8 p.m., drummers 
lit up the center of the Olympic National 
Stadium with machine-like precision to count 
down the moments to the start of the mObt 
explosi.veOlympicsever.Afterafortyyearwait, 
the Olympics returned to Asia, and China 
finally earned the chance to impress the world 
with its magnificent art and architecture, and 
its equally magnificent athletic training. 

China wanted to show itself as an open, 
cultured land rather than as the isolationists 
they've developed a reputation for being in 
the last several decades. It wanted to use the 
unique opportunity these Olympics presented 
to display its diplomacy. Knowing that an 
Olympics is a once-in--a-lifetime opportunity 
for most countries, China went all out to make 
the most of their time in the spotlight. 

Several sources have pointed to the total 
cost of this year's festivities and sport to be 
upwards of forty billion dollars. China was 
expecting more from these games than just 
a chance to showcase their culture, though. 
That forty billion dollar price tag comes with 
an expectation; its athletes understood that 
they had to not only perform, but perform 
astoundingly well. 

The sheer magnitude of the· expenses 
and expectations involved in these Olympics 
was seen as a necessary effort to redeem the 
country's reputation after years of Mao
planned isolation from the world 1bis effort 
is truly amazing, but something doesn't feel 
quite right. Why was so much money spent? 
And what would China do to secure a positive 
return on its forty billion dollar investment? It's 
questions like these that make us think about 
what was really playing out behind all the red 
curtains, the picture-perfect somersaults, and 
the chilling silence of the opposition. After 

And it ain't just from the smog 

China is just rubbing it in now ... Photo illustration by Jonathan Coker 

all, there is more at stake than gold medals. 
ChinaS integrity is on the high bar. 

Even before the questionable gold medal 
won by Paul Hamm in Athens four years ago, 
there have been attempts to expose the seedy 
underbelly of Olympic guidelines and scoring. 
We have seen blows go unregistered in med.ai 
bouts of boxing, shockingly low scores doled 
out to top-class athletes who performed 
seemingly perfectly, and of cowse the ever
present specter of doping continues to loom. 
Against this backdrop of controversy and 
secrecy, the once silent criticisms of judges are 
beginning to surface. 

Just after winning a gold medal as part of 
China's women's gymnastics team, He Kexin, 
carne under scrutiny for her young appearance. 
Further investigation revealed that several. 
Chinese media sources attributed an age to 
He )'Qunger than the 16 year requirement of 
Olympiccompetition.The Chinese authorities 
immediately cried out against dissenters and 
produced a seemingly valid passport to prove 
her innocence. Crisis "resolved." 

Furthermore, in the Water Cube, we have 
also seen Chinese divers sweep all but one of 
the contests. Is this a result of the pro~s of 
the Chinese, or is foul play'at hand? We all 
know China has a well-deserved reputation 

for near-perfection in diving. but with these 
other questions being raised, it makes one 
wonder - have they resorted to underhanded 
tactics? 

There is no question that many, perhaps 
even all, of China's athletes deserve respect for 
their accomplishments at these games. If for 
no other reason than to clear the taint from -
those members of China's ~ who earned 
their medals fuirly, the International Olympic 
Committee needs to pick up the phone and 
start dealing with the babies on the uneven 
bars. 

Even the non-athletic perfection of 
these games has been questioned by the 
international community, which is becoming 
increasingly critical of the interference of the 
Chinese. Case in point Lin Miaoke and 
Yang Peiyi. The former was the adorable &ce 
of the opening ceremonies, singing Hymn to 
the Motherland in front of an audience of 
millions. But that's all she was, an adorable 
&ce. Yang Peiyi. won a nation-wide contest to 
actually do the singing, but wasn't deemed cute 
enough by the Chinese government, and was 
therefore replaced. This is just one of a number 
of instances of China trying to pull the of 
switcheroo and appearing fundamentally 
dishonest. Can we trust a country that gives 

international athletes surgical masks to wear 

and then in the same conversation scorns 
them for insulting the air quality? Looks 
awfully fishy. 

TheOlympicgames,theembodimentofall 
things non-political, should be immune from 
the politicians and international bureaucracy, 
but one strains to imagine a more politicized 
event than these Beijing games. We've 
witnessed the mobs that plagued the Olympic 
torch relays reminding us about China's 
ruthless control over Tibet. We've all witnessed 
Bush and Putin in Beijing, sitting down and 
chatting whilst both of their countries are 
off fighting wars. We've witnessed Beijing's 
crackdown {and, sometimes, the resulting 
humiliating fuilure) on the economy of the 
region to ensure "sunny, cloudless days" for the 
athletes. Weren't the Olympics supposedly 
about sportsmanship and camaraderie? 

"Chinese Taipei" doesn't agree, thats for 
sure. Though its contingent was received 
quietly and hesitantly during the Opening 
Ceremony, T aiwanstillfoughtforindependent 
representation in athletics and was not afraid 
to use the Beijing Olympics as a batdeground 
in their continuing struggle for sovereignty. 
China isn't alone in using these games to 

advance their political agenda, and maybe 
thats the most disturbing thing of all. The 
entire world seems ready to tum the Olympic 
games into just another opportunity to stoke 
their national egos. 

The barrage of negative information 
we've received eventually leads us to a few 
final thoughts. How should we react to all 
of this "injustice" that China seems to have 
institutionalized under the guise of their 
pride and joy at the Games? Can we console 
ourselves by explaining this avvay as China's 
growing pains? Is teenage China trying to 
run away from Papa Mao's house? In all 
seriousness, we should at least realize that 
although the dust may be swept under the 
rug for now, in four years' time, the carpet will 
need another cleaning. Good luck, London, 
the 2012 Olympics host. When Jacques 
Rogge, the president of the International 
Olympic Committee, comes to shake yuur 
hand, remember to keep some hand sanitizer 

nearby. • 

1he IOC disqualified Prasha11t and Ali for wearing 
the wro11g colored under1uear 

Discuss this tlTticle at amp.utdal/as.edu! 
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Treading Troubled Waters 

by saheli nath 
saheli3k@yahoo.com 

August 2008 has borne witness 
to the world grappling with 
an unwholesome predicament. 
Countries across diverse continents 
face a serious threat to the health 
and well being of their communities. 
While the nature of these 
problems varies widely according 
to geographic, political, and social 
conditions, the outcome is the same 
everywhere; uprooted people whose 
futures are painted in fog. 

Will they have another home, 
another job, or a proper education 
in years to come? Will they have 
a square meal today or tomorrow? 
Most importantly, will they even 
survive this trauma of poverty? 
These problems are too big for 
anyone but the entire international 
community to tackle, and while we 
wait for action, we're left asking the 
question: How many more must 
suffer before the world acts? 

The Georgia-Russia conflict 
has created more than 100,000 
refugees. Numerous civilians have 
been injured in aerial bombardment 
and street fighting. D iscussing the 
political implications of occupation 
or the economics of energy pipelines 
won't help those fleeing northward 
to escape the devastation. 

In the P hilippines, more than 
160,000 people have been displaced 
by fighting between the Philippine 
army and Muslim separatist rebels. 
The United Nation's World Food 
Program has shipped several hundred 
tons of rice to avert a possible food 
scarcity. Even still, the only apparent 
choice open to many is to become 
involved in the guerrilla warfare 
and join whichever group seems to 
be winning. Hint: I f you a.ren't sure, 
toss a coin. 

Coping w ith global humanitarian crises 

Photo courtesy of wikimediacommons.org 

A disastrous combination of 
disease, drought, inflation, poverty 
and an influx of Somalian refugees 
has led to tremendous suffering in 
Djibouti. Fourteen million people 
across the Horn of Africa are 
in urgent need of aid. These are 
inhabitants of the Third World who 
have seldom been immunized, and 
issues ofhasic sanitation threaten the 
lives of thousands. Many children in 
the area suffer from malnutrition 
and require immediate assistance. 
One proposed solution supported by 
many in the area involves elaborate 
rituals imploring the Rain God to 
be beneficent. While it may amuse 
us to laugh at the benightedness 
of these people, the reality is that 

without sanitation, education, and 
our help, millions of Africans will 
continue to suffer. 

On August 12, the Kashmir Valley, 
coveted for years by both India and 
Pakistan, was confronted with a 
severe shortage of essential supplies 
as religious nationalist groups from 
India blocked the Srinagar-Jammu 
highway. All modes of transport and 
communication were disrupted, and 
the local residents had to endure 
extreme hardsh ip. Military and 
paramilitary forces used gunfire and 
tear gas to terminate non-violent 
civil disobedience movements led 
by students. Popular indignation has 
perhaps compelled th e politicians 
to read up guidebooks on "Soothing 

ii Even a single drop of water in the ocean 
can create a ripple t hat t ravels far. In all 
probability, the best solution lies in our abilitJ 1 
to create a ripple and to make a difference. 

Speeches for the Masses," but these 
speeches will do nothing to solve 
the real problems of the region. 

The aforementioned are only a 
fraction of the humanitarian crises 
that have cropped up in the month of 
August. There are millions of people 
still struggling to recover from the 
impact of Hurricane Katrina in 
2005, the earthquake in China, or 
any of an ever-multiplying lists of 
calamities. We may argue that much 
of the relief responsibility rests with 
the United Nations and its various 
agencies. That's why we pay taxes to 
the government to contribute to the 
budget ofUN, right? 

But if we're serious about helping, 
it's time to consider getting involved 
in the effort personally. It may be 
something as small as dropping a coin 
in a donation box, or it may be a life
changing decision to join the Peace 
Corps. Even a single drop of water 
in the ocean can create a ripple that 
travels far. In aU probability, the best 
solution lies in our ability to create a 
ripple and to make a difference. 

George Bernard Shaw very aptly 
insists, "This is the true joy in life: 
Being used for a purpose recognized 
by yourself as a mighty one, being a 
force of nature instead of a feverish, 
selfish little clod of ailments and 
grievances, complaining that the 
world will not devote itself to making 
you happy. I am of the opinion 
that my life belongs to the whole 
community ..and as long as I live, it is 
my privilege to do for it what I can. 
It ls a sort of splendid torch which I 
have got hold of for the moment and 
I want to make it burn as br ightly 
as possible before handing it on to 
future generations." 

Thanks for the awesome speech, 
· Mr. Shaw. You have found a devotee 
in me. I'm going to follow your 
footsteps, and I'm starting now. 8 

Saheli is a human, 11nd a termn, 
thus obviously a humanitarian' 

Dis ross this arlitk at (llJ}p.utdaOqs.edu! 
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Russia's Invasion Too 
Much to Bear by benedict voit 

benedict. voit@gmail.com 

"We've got to send a clear message 
to Russia and unify our allies," Demo
cratic presumptive nominee Barack 
Obama preached last week. "They can't 
charge into other countries. Of course 
it helps if we are leading by example on 
that point." 

Obama, of course refers to the United 
States-led war in Iraq. And what a great 
analogy it is. It beautifully illustrates what 
happens when a seeming foreign-policy il
literate attempts to justify the hideous ac
tions of other parts of the world because 
of"big. bad America." 

When Barack Obama claimed in Ber
lin this summer that the Cold War was 
won when the world stood together, I 
was shocked, especially having just read 
" 1984." It is revolting enough to rewrite 
history just the way we want it. But now 
that history unfolds in front of our eyes, 
his arrogance to partially blame the Unit
ed States for Russia's actions is prepos
terous. It should disgust us all, regardless 
of our political persuasions. 

Let us make a more factual assessment 
of the situation. The story picks up when 
Russia lost the Cold War just under two 
decades ago (note: yes, they lost}. During 
the war. Soviet society was being propped 
up by government spending, largely on 
militaristic goods, while showing a bright 
face to the rest of the world as a fa~de. 
The economic stagnation was made ap
parent by eyewitness accounts which at
test to the lack of choice in supermarkets 
(if "super" can really be applied) and to 
stories of materialistic degradation: that 
is, the raw materials the state was using 
were worth more than the final output. 
Only state-dominated control allowed 
the perception of improvement. 

After the Wall fell and capitalism 
proved yet again its superiority over a 
state-run system, many in Russia - espe
cially those with former KGB ties who 
currently wield considerable power (Pu
tin et al.) - refused to give up on the idea 
of Soviet domination. However, with their 
satellites initiating stronger ties with the 
West throughout the last 17 years, Russia 
could not remain so diCtatorial. 

Russia has cunningly maintained other 
forms of control, especially via its owner
ship of oil and gas pipelines moving into 
Europe. And to be clear of what that 
power entailed, Russia has threatened to 
close these pipelines to punish the West. 
This, though, can only go so far. Pure force, 
being clearly the method of choice, would 
be needed for any kind of true return. 

That being said, those with aspirations 
of Soviet-domination must know that this 
is a now-or-never (or at least for a long 
time out) chance to make a move back 
towards center stage. The United States 
is largely tied down in Iraq; the world is 
transfixed with the Olympics in Beijing 
and mostly accepts or at least ignores Bei
jing's domination over its populace simply 
because they put on a good show (Read: 
the world will accept Russia if it puts on a 
good face); moreover, the past years have 
proven that without the United States. 
the rest of the free world is unable to 
assert itself against major transgressions 
(ie Darfur). From any form of game-the
ory or power-play analysis, this is Russia's 
time to assert itself. 

However, this does not make it justified. 
When Obama compares Russian ac

tions to U.S. actions, I am insulted. He 
indicates that our justifications were 
equally about expanding dominance, that 
our military would equally target civilians 
to achieve objectives, and that Iraq was 
equally as innocent as Georgia. Iraq in
vaded Kuwait. Saddam murdered at least 
I 0,000 Kurds and started a war with Iran 
costing millions of more lives. He defied 
years of U.N. resolutions, and thumbed 
his nose while doing so by shooting at 
American planes patrolling no-fly zones. 

Georgia has been a remarkable case of 
progression towards capitalism. Its small 
military poses no threat to Russia, and it 
has no apparent intentions of starting any 
regional wars or population extermina
tions. To even compare the democratic 
state of Georgia to pre-2003 Iraq is out
right repulsive. 

Furthermore, Russia's justifications of 
"responding" to Georgia's actions also 
rings hollow. As Ralph Peters notes, there 

is no feasible way for Russia to 
have moved so many troops 
over the Caucus Mountains, 
to arrange that many war
ships off the coast. and to or
der that many air-strikes on 
targets if it had been truly a 
response. Peters goes on to 
quote a U.S. military officer 
who claimed that the organi
zation for such an effort " ... 
would have taken weeks." 

Russia's calculations don't 
only affect their interests. Iran 
gains as well from a weakened 
United States. The U.S. cannot 
successfully apply sanctions 
against Iran without Russian 
support, and Russia clearly 
knows this. Russia has been 
an advocate of allowing Ira
nian nuclear expansion for 
civilian purposes all along, and 
it is well aware of its power 
in the region. Is it coincidence 
that the Georgian troops who 
went home from Iraq to de
fend their country were pre
viously guarding the Iranian 
border? 

The United States is cur
rently between Iraq and a 
hard place, and the adminis
tration must be aware of the 
message it is sending. Their 
hard line on Russia and 
promise to help Georgia 
at all costs is simply empty 
rhetoric if we are truJy un
willing to take any action. 
Despite the Left's unwill
ingness to admit it, action 
trumps rhetoric. The signing 
of our missile-defense shield system 
with Poland is a good first step towards 
notifying Russia of our true intentions 
of once again keeping the world safe for 
free enterprise. 

The United States is certainly not per
fect. But at least we have the freedoms to 
recognize and criticize this. An expansive 
and aggressive Russia is in no way good 

news for those who value ·our freedoms 
and the freedoms of other democratic 
states. It is horrible enough what Russia 
has done. We shouldn't make it any worse 
by giving it justification. • 

Bmrditl likts biJ flittory lop. 
HlYW do youful about itf 

Discuss this artick at gmt>.uldg/hu.y/u! . 
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Don't Cue the Imperial Death 

MarcH just Yet. .. by r ichard badgett 
rwb032000@utd;lllas.cdu 

I was as surprised as anyone when I heard 
that Georgia and Russia had violated the 
"Olympic Truce.'' Partially because it always 
seemed like if they were going to war with 
anyone, Georgia would've picked Alabama. 
That's obviously a joke, but the reality is, 
Georgia is a pretty obscure country, as 
countries go. Beyond European Studies 
majors and geopolitics junkies, not many 
people have ever even heard of Georgia, 
let alone know much about it. So it's worth 

taking a little time getting 
acquainted with the issues 
which sparked this conflict. 

Georgia is a former 
Soviet bloc state which, for 
most of Its brief history, has 
simply been in tow, caught 
in Russia's formidable wake. 
However, Georgia's current 
president, Saakashvili (a 
man known as much for 
his personal flair as his 
politics) has taken a hard 
pro-Western stance, eve9 
entering negotiations to 
bring Georgia into NATO. 
Georgia is (or was until 
the current conflict) a 
major contributor to the 
Coalition of the Willing, 
and the nation of Georgia 
has a few old Soviet ports 
which still hold several 
Russian ships. 

All of this - the politics, 
the posturing, the cold 
war undertones - would 
be meaningless if Georgia 
weren't situated on some 
of the most important 
energy conduits to Europe. 
The reality is, there's a lot 
of money to be made by 
controlling the flow of oil 
through Georgia. Russia, 
a nation of oligarchs and 
home to more billionaires 
than any country besides 
the United States. is keen 
to do so. 

So, Georgia is 
functionally a former vassal 

state which broke free of its bondage and 
has attracted the covetous glances of its 
former masters thanks to its newfound 
potential for wealth. Within Georgia there 
are several br~kaway regions which, 
for a variety of reasons, have effectively 
established their own independence. Russia, 
seeking a pretext for war, granted Russian 
citizenship to huge numbers of people 
within these regions. Georgia, perhaps 

sensing the inevitability of its own demise, hapless victim of its cruelty. As much as we 
acted by attempting to reestablish control all love to believe that Germany started 
over those regions before they could join World War I, the reality is Serbia first. and 
with Russia on their own. then Austria were the real originators of 

This is where things get murky. Russia the conflict. We like to blame those with 
invaded the separatist regions and then power because when they exercise that 
continued to advance beyond them into power, it's more noticeable. We like to 
Georgia's heartland, bombing major cling to this Stan Lee wisdom of "great 
infrastructure and crippling Georgia's power demands great responsibility.'' to 
military and economy. Russia did so urge those with power not to abuse it. But 
ostensibly to protect its citizens within wouldn't it would be just as irresponsible 
these regions. Though I am always of Russia NOT to use their power to 
skeptical of the motives of Russia, which protect Russian people~ 
I view as a nation of criminal autocrats, We can't simply excuse this away as 
I'm inclined to believe that any nation in a flimsy pretext Protecting the lives of 
Russia's position would have been justified citizens, even those recently sworn in, 
in responding the same way. is a responsibility of any nation. Should 

I'd rather not get into discussions we allow newly sworn-in Americans to 
about the morality or legality of forced be attacked and imprisoned by foreign 
regime change, because we can no longer powers just because they haven't been 
just wash our hands like the Pilate, nor here long? Of course not And neither 
can we take the moral high ground. So should Russia have to abandon its own 
rather than enter the political quagmire new citizens. 
there, I want to take a minute to try and There's also the issue of nation building. 
understand this from a Russian point of Why does Kosovo deserve independence. 
view using a historical analogy. but South Ossetia doesn't? Don't the 

The year is 1836. A breakaway region principles of self-determination mean the 
V<ithin the sovereign nation of Mexico filled same things in every circumstance~ Or 
with American citizens is invaded by Mexico is it only those nations which happen to 
in an effort to reassert control. America, agree with our politics and ideologies? In 
incensed with the audacity of Mexico, and different circumstances, Russia would be 
under the pretext of saving the lives of its hailed as liberating heroes, not invading 
citizens there, launches a campaign to send tyrants. It would be a real shame if we failed 
volunteer regiments into the region to to acknowledge that. while technically 
destabilize it and reinforce the separatists. and legally Georgian, the two regions in 
Texas wins its independence, and I 0 years question have been living as functionally 
later, under a similarly flimsy pretext, the independent states for a while now. 
United States goes beyond just material aid As much as we may fear and 
to Texas and commits itself to a full-fledged misunderstand them. it is worth at least 
invasion of Mexico. Sound familiar~ considering that Russia deserves the 

I'm not convinced that Russia is right to protect its citizens, and that the 
entirely justified in its actions, and I'm not principle of self-determination attempting 
trying to excuse them through the tired to be exercised by Abkhazia and South 
logic of "Well, we did it too!" What I'm Ossetia isn't solely the province of 
trying to do is suggest that perhaps Russia Western Europe. Before we condemn 
feels it really is acting in the best interests Russia for their overreaction, try to 
of its citizens, and that a condition of remember that when the shoe was on 
sovereignty for all nations needs to be the the other foot. we danced the same steps 
right to respond when their citizens are to the same tune. • 
threatened with force. 

Russia isn't the evil hegemon bent on 
world domination, and Georgia isn't the 

RuhfTTd Badgtll demomtralts his soltdnrit; with 
SnnA:IlJhvili by listen:ng to Boney M. 

Discuss this artitk at gmp.urdq/(QJ.cdM! 
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by jonathan coker 
jcokerutd@gmail.com 

I used Yahoo's free webmail service for 
nearly six years. They had me entrenched 
as a customer. 1 had (have) hundreds 
of sentimental emails stored there. I 
checked my email multiple times daily. I 
had no reason to quit using their services 
or to seek out a new one. I wasn't going to 
go through the aggravation of switching' 
email accounts unless I absolutely had to. 
All Yahoo had to do was keep me from 
getting irritated and they would have 
had a cus'tomer for life. 

Then Yahoo decided that spam 
filtering wasn't worth the effort. They 
instead put their efforts into delivering 
the latest Lindsay Lohan debacle to their 
front page and developing a bloated new 
mail browser with all the shiny buttons 
and useless features I could possibly 
never want. (Yahoo, your reading panes 
suck.) My Yahoo account now lays 
dormant and is unceremoniously filling 
with heaps and heaps of spam ... of the 
undelicious, intangible variety. 

Meanwhile, my demigod friends in 
Mountain View, California, developed 
web mail worth using. Coogle introduced 
Cmail in 2004. 1 started using Cmail two 
years ago, and I genuinely hate myself for 
having ever used anything else. To appease 
Coogle in all its understanding, I'm 
spreading the amazing news of the Coogle 
universe to all who have ears to hear. 

Gmail handles all of my email needs 
flawlessly. Its interface is simple and 
intuitive, unlike the button happy, frame 
laden, color explosion of poor design 
that greets a Yahoo minion. Spam 
never makes it to my Gmail iobox, ever. 
I'm confident in saying that I've never 
received spam in my main inbox. It's as 
if Coogle realizes that the words lottery, 
free, or penis mean an email isn't worth 
my time ... probably. 

Google has also seen fit to bless me 
with 7 gigabytes of storage. Yahoo has 

When email finds the g-spot 

RAWR! Coker smashes Dallas with his Google limbs. Photoillustration by Jonathan Coker 

Google beat here, though. Yahoo tempts 
many with the message of unlimited 
storage. H owever in terms of email, 7 
gigabytes and unlimited might as well be 
the same thing. Also, with the amount 
of spam I get in my Yahoo inbo:x, it just 
might manage to fill up anyway. Their 
servers can only be so big right? 

I can also apply the near 
omniscience of Google search to my 
emails. Yahoo's email search is terrible 
and slow. And if Coogle search and 
indexing aren't enough, Cmail also lets 
me label emails for easy organizing, 
although Google automatically labels 
the majority of my emails using filters 
I've set up. Sure Yahoo has folders, but 
labeling is better. Why? You can add 
multiple labels to an ema11 but you 

can't put an email in multiple folders. 
For instance, emails from University 
House servers are automatically 
labeled both "Waterview" and "sucks". 
You just don't get that level of freedom 
with folders. 

Gmail also works searnlessly with 
my UTD email account. My UTD 
email is forwarded to my Gmail. 
Even better, through some angelic 
trick, Gmail can send email using my 
UTD address. UTD's email system 
is sub-par, and I never have to use it. 
Booyah! 

Gmail organizes those pesky 
multiple back and forth emails into 
one conversation. There's no need for 
10 individual one line emails when 
they can be compiled into one email 

e 
with tabs. Conversations are also much 
easier to follow and find this way. This 
might be my favorite feature of all. As 
far as I know, it is unique to Gmail. 

In addition, Gmail integrates well 
with Coogle's other services. Anytime 
a physical address appears in an email, 
Google subtly asks via a small link in 
the corner if I would like a map of the 
location. It already knows that I want 
the map, but it also knows that I like the 
illusion of control, so it asks. Google 
finds email addresses in my messages 
and remembers them for me, no effort 
required. If a time and date appear in 
the email, Coogle asks me if I'd Uke to 
add a date to my Coogle calendar. 

Speaking of which, Google calendar 
kicks ass too. It is similarly easy to use. It 
sends me emails politely reminding me 
to go to class. It even forgives me when 
I don't go. 

I've set up Coogle calendar to remind 
me about really important events by text 
message. I haven't missed a WebCT 
physics quiz since. Coogle actually made 
it easier to keep a calendar online than to 
keep it with pencil and paper. That is no 
small feat in my book. 

If you're already using Microsoft 
Outlook, things will be even better 
for you. Coogle calendar will let you 
two-way sync with Outlook. If you 
lose your internet connection or your 
computer explodes, you'll still be able 
to get to your calendar. 

,If, on the other hand, you're still using 
Hotmail, Yahoo, or (Google forbid) AOL, 
make the change to Gmail now. Google 
has produced a slick, well integrated 
suite of products that work like they're 
supposed to. You should enjoy the fruits 
of their labors. Between Gmail, Google 
calendar, desktop, docs, maps, earth and 
sketchup, Coogle plays a big role in my 
life. Coogle is like another limb for me. 
In fact, Coogle might actually be more 
usefuJ than my left arm. • 

jonathan (Ahr uses Cmoilto DESTROY HIS 
ENEMIES, induding the entire city of Dallas. 

Disruss this orrick at amp.utdallas,<flu! 
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by arie litovsky 
arie.lirovsky@gmail.com 

iPhone, definitely the "smart" choice 
for a phone, right?. Many of my friends 
have one, and I've been tempted to buy 
one out of jealousy. I would if not for its 
expensive data plan.! even thought about 
purchasing its alternative, the phone
less iPod touch, which is potentially just 
as useful using WiFi. 

Now, though, l'm glad I waited. 
Coogle is currently developing an open
source framework for cellphones called 
Android which will compete with the 
iPhone. The search-engine giant has 
formed the Open Handset Alliance, a 
group of more than 30 technology and 
mobile companies, so that a wide variety 
of phones will support Android and the 
applications developed for it. At its core, 
Android was implemented using a Linux 
kernel, although its applications are 
coded in Java. Like Apple's 
framework, it 
comes 

with an emulator 
that allows developers 
to test Android's 
capabilities without even 
using a phone. 

One of the major differences 
between these two platforms lies in 
the fact that Android allows anyone to 
develop and deploy applications without 
the scrutiny of a company. To get new 
apps on your iPhone, you currently have 
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Could Android end the iPhone era? 

to get them through the iTunes store, 
assuming you don't "jailbreak" (hack) 
your iPhone. Before developers can 
officially release applications on iTunes, 
they must be submitted and approved 
by Apple. This process serves as a quality 
control mechanism, yet discourages the 
free circulation of software. In addition, 
Android is open-source, which means 
that other handset manufacturers or 
anyone with the inclination could 
modif}r and extend it. 

Very quickly after the announcement 
of Android, the web filled with blog 
posts defending one technology over 
the other. Some believe the iPhone 
will prevail because of its 
popularity, sleek design, 
stable framework, 
and profit-driven 
software. 

Others hail Android because of its 
flexibility and potential for innovation, 
the support it may receive from a massive 
<;ommunity of developers worldwide, 
and the possibility of deployment on 
much cheaper phones. 

1 am not going to try to defend one 
as better than the other, because I think 
each does things very differently. If you 
really think about it, Apple is 
like the new Microsoft, 
appealing to the 
masses 

w h 0 

don't need 
such flexibility 

from their phone 
but want something that 

is shiny, easy to use, and well
supported. Coogle is embracing 

the open source movement, 
the other hand, 
which has catered 

a more 

focused 
audience 
of savvy 

computer 
users who want 

to get every drop of 
functionality out of their 

hardware and operating system. 
I don't foresee either one killing the 

other as in the HD-DVD vs. Blue Ray 

battle, because they can both operate on 
the same wireless infrastructure. 

However, 1 would not be surprised 
if one became more successful than the 
other. Apple moved wisely by bringing 
the smart-phone/PDA market, which was 
previously reserved for businessmen, to the 
masses. Coogle is building on that idea 
and will allow many other people to use 

their phones in a variety of 
creative ways. 

Here's one scenario. Thanks to 
technology, most people can now do 
their job from just about any place 
with a wireless connection. Phones will 
broaden this range, but also remove 
the hassle of carrying around a laptop. 
This will allow businesses to deploy 
software that their employees can 
use whHe going to meet with a client, 
for example. This idea is hardly new, 
but Google is providing a common 
cellphone fou ndation that will allow 
many companies to create products 
that can interact with each other and 
will result in greater productivity. 

So, without declaring its superiority, 
I am putting my bets on Android. 
However, it is going to take a few months 
before we'll know the results, since the 
Android is still under development and 
far from widespread use. 1, for one, can't 
wait until I can develop my own phone 
applications, giving the acronym "PC" a 
whole new meaning. • 

Arie wrote thu entire article on a Mat.book Pro whik 
flying - whooJh! 

DistuJs this artitk at wnp.utdJJlRs.edu! 
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The enu 
Where to go (and avoid) when you want to eat ojf-ca:npus 

by brady spenrath 
bradychan7@student.utdallas.edu 

Traditional Texas steakhouses are 
something I always grew up with. My 
hometown lands somewhere between the 
Gulf Coast Plains and the South Texas 
Brush Country, so these wood-paneled 
eateries seemed to be a dime-a-dozen all 
across Texas, I once thought. But during 
my year in the Richardson/Plano area, I 
have only seen one such establishment. 
Sure, I've driven by Three Forks and 
Ruth's Chris, but the places where steak 
is a small work of art instead df a fill
ing meal, while respectable in their own 
right, just weren't what I was looking 
for. At the northwest corner ofl-75 and 
Plano Parkway, Love and War in Texas 
is my familiar Texas steakhouse. Well, 
mostly, anyway. 

First of all, LAW, as its menu refers 
to it, believes that steak is best served 
big, thick, and juicy, cooked as bloody 
or burnt as you want it, accompanied by 

Southern favorites like corn and mashed 
potatoes. Beer and Dr Pepper are the 
chief drinks, the air conditioner is turned 
down too low, and it's okay to order the 
nachos from the appetizer menu for 
your meal. These things are all just like 
the place my grandfather took us to on 
Sundays. 

A unique touch, I enjoyed how the 
menu was divided by the regions of 
Texas that inspired the dishes. The Gulf 
Coast, for example, offers shrimp and 
fish, while the West Texas Plains is host 
to the steak choice. For some specific ex
amples, take LAW's chicken-fried steak, 
inspired by the East Texas Piney Woocls. 
It's decent, not ground breaking, but ab
solutely huge. M ost people will get two 
meals out of it. 

The Border offers an interesting choice 
in the Presidio Poblano. Let me start 
off by telling you that cheese is its own 
food group on my pyramid, and I've yet 
to meet an entree that was not improved 
by the addition of cilantro. The Presidio 
Poblano is a poblano pepper stuffed with 
chicken and, naturally, tons of cheese and 
cilantro. It adds up to a fiery and fla
vorful combination for those looking for 

Love and War in Texas' 75 and Plano Parkway location. Photo courtesy of Brady Spenrath 

ii Love And War's 
not for everyone, but 

I still recommend it.'' 

something different. My personal favor
ite comes from The Crossroads ofTexas 
- the Ranch Steak and Shrimp. It's a 
juicy and tender New York strip sided 
with surprisingly spicy fried shrimp, and 
top-notch refried beans. 

The appetizer choices are an interest
ing combination of southern favorites and 
Tex-M ex traditions as well. The Waltz 
Across Texas, a mish-mash of four appe
tizers would allow you (and probably two 
or three friends) to try LAW's Beaumont 
Bugs (fried crawfish), wild boar quesadil
las, chicken fl.autas, and the chock-full-o'
Texas-pride "Barbara Bush's Fried Green 
Beans." It's really better, though, to or
der the former first lady's green beans ala 
carte, because they're cheaper alone than 
in the Waltz, and the best southern-fla
vored treat of the four. 

The taco salad is ;Uso a good choice for 
anyone like me who is willing to sacrifice 

any shred of nutrition to gain .flavor by 
adding cheese, seasoned ground beef, sour 
cream, guacamole, homemade salsa, and 
Shiner beer beans on top of a salad which 
is then tossed into a crunchy tortilla shell. 

' The Texas kitsch and collectibles along 
the walls made me feel even more at 
home, and anyone who has never visited 
a south Texas steakhouse will get a good 
glimpse into what they're about in LAW. 
But chophouse veterans may find a few 
disappointments. For one thing, it's more 
expensive than what I'm used to at home; 
my favorite for taste, the Ranch Steak 
and Shrimp is a disheartening $17.95 
for a smallish piece of steak and just four 
shrimp. 

Not all the food 1s au'tl1e.l)tically Tex
an either, as black beans are '~_dmetimes 
traded for pinto, white rice occasionally 
replaces Spanish-style, and garlic-mush
room cream sauces are fairly rare in the 
real Texas-Mexico Border region. Some 
surprises are pleasant, however. LAW is 
a live music venue, featuring alternative 
country and indie southern rock artists 
on weekend evenings (check the web
site, loveandwarintexas.com), and Happy 
Hour is every day from 4 to 7 p.m .. 

LAW's not for everyone, but I still rec
ommend it. If you don't mind the splurge, 
you will get great food at Love and War 
in Texas. Plus, most of the meals and 
platters are so large, you can make two 

. meals out of them, so it is possible to get 
some value for the high price. Vegetar
ians should stray from LAW, however, as 
should those who yearn for the plating 
design and high culture of a Ruth's Chris. 
I also have to warn you that the service 
I've received has occasionally been pretty 
slow. 

Despite the price, it's a casual place, 
so feel free to walk in wearing just about 
anything you'd wear to class. Unless 
you're that one guy in my Physics class 
who wears a blazer with pajama pants. 
You, sir, probably should change before 
going to Love and Vl/ar in Texas. • 

Bnu{y origillally Wtlllltd to juri wntc ';11/'s ji1ir in L'lvc 

And War,' 1md lewtJ< it n/ th<1t, but he nevenvou/rl 
ha<N bem allowed to 1vrite anything e~•er agnin. 

Dirmss this article at gm,P.ttttlollas,e,du! 
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Hercules & Love Affair, the latest hit 
to come from electronic-based label DFA, 
has been making a splash with its timely 
brand of electro-disco that explodes into 
our vision wearing bright neons and 
spandex gold lame. If kitsch was 
already knocking at our doors, it 
certainly found a musical outlet 
that is willing to be everything 
we expect for ultimate camp: the 
sweaty beats, the theatrical vocals 
(coming our way from legendary 
group Antony and the Johnsons), but above 
all, the lifestyle. 

Disco. To me, it speaks of sexually-am
biguous wardrobes and walking the grubby 
streets of New York with a swagger. It speaks 

Skeleton, the second full-length work 
from Los Angeles-based band Abe Vigoda, 
bursts with lushly tropical melodies sea
soned with a large dose of drone and chaotic 
noise. Corning out of the same famed 
venue that birthed HEALTH, 
Mika Miko, and No Age, these 
irreverent punksters are more 
than ready to become the new 
poster boys of L.A.'s burgeoning 
music scene. 

The album hints at musical prede
cessors: the exotic melodies and repetition 
of El Guincho and Panda Bear, the energy 
and brashness of the Mae Shi, the layered 
noise of No Age. The last band's mark on the 

of Chicago house music and sleazy dance 
floors, of the universal appeal of dance mu
sic. I can't help but remember the reoccur
ring Garfield jokes about the polyester suits 

kept in the closet for the re-re-birth of 
Disco. John Arbuckle, your day has 

come, 
At first listen, the singles glis

ten. "Hercules Theme," "Blind" 
and "Athene" are tracks that will 

make your body oscillate in ways 
your mother should never imagine. 

But the depth and charm of the record lies 
in the variety of feelings that are so well
performed on each track. This is a voyage 
into a universe of electronic melodrama, 
where each moment is 

album is likely no coincidence: Skeleton was 
released on Post Present Medium, which is 
Dean Spunt of No Age's label. The album is 
remarkably cohesive, considering its varied 

influences. Songs flow into one another 
searnlessly, relying on the optimistic 

tone and underlying driving melo
dies to keep everything from fall
ing apart. The triumphant bursts 
of complex noise keep each song 

dynamic and explosive, and prevent 
Skeleton from becoming just another . 

droningly boring assemblage of sound and 
rhythm. 

One of the most noticeable aspects of 
Skeleton is its playfulness. Between choruses 

The restless, reluctant activist aesthetic departures from its influences. If Dylan 
is nothing new, but it's something that belonged on the streets of the big city, and 
hasn't been done successfully in a long Springsteen belonged alongside the Arner
time. The War on Drugs creates timeless ican working class, the War on Drugs be
folk tunes and anthems that expose the longs everywhere in between. Wagonwheel 
vulnerability of modern America. Like the Blues belongs on the highways, soaking up 
Boss, and Dylan before him, Adam ~.: sunlight, wandering back and forth be-
Granduciel dons a harmonica (.~~:~ tween the Pacific and Atlantic. The 
and a reverb-drenched guitar, group is not only one of the mod-
and fearlessly gives us the news ern torch-bearers of this "take 
we've all been hiding from. In- action" style Americana, but are 
strumentation is as steady and also proficient sound-scapists, 
ceaseless as yellow paint on tar- giving Wagonwheel Blues a sense 
mac. Lyrics gush like accusatory of great expansiveness. 
exclamations to the public, like cries for One of my favorite things about this 
help on your behalf, or like disclosures the band is that when they kick back their car
masses feel are hopelessly too late to do seats, roll down their windows and put on 
anything about. their sunglasses, they are just as likely to 

The War on Drugs does however make point their fingers in your face as they are 

taken to an extreme, and middle grounds 
exist only in the silence between the pro
verbial fingers hitting the synthetic keys. 
Calmer, sadder songs are complementary to 
the manic beats that producer Andrew But
ler whips up in his boyish ways. This album 
is composed of sharp irregular polygons 
that nonetheless make a circle in the end: a 
cohesive play that speaks of past and pres
ent, incorporating disco, house, jazz and the 

by natal ia zungia 
natalia.zungia@srudent.utdallas.edu 

that are shouted by all four members, rous
ing outros that.never seem to end, and lyrics 
that border on the absurd and nonsensical, 
the members of Abe Vigoda definitely have 
an agenda: making you realize that music 
can be fun and rollicking and cheery while 
stiU retaining its aesthetic merits. Pop music 
doesn't have to be robotic, generic Top 40 
scuzz, and the arthouse-punk of Abe Vigoda 
proves this 

by kaitlin butler 
khb061000@utdallas.edu 

to point them forward toward the horizon. 
While this escapism might seem out of 
place, and might make their songs less gut
wrenching at times, it adds a lot of charac
ter, and makes this a must-have album for 
road trips. They also create larger and more 
seamless sounds then their forerunners; 
whether for limitations in production tech
niques or simply for the appropriateness of 
the music, the album seems more suitable 
for a contemporary audience. • 

by stuart mcafee 
ssm051 OOO@utdallas.edu 
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Robots, Knights, and Shia LaBeouf 
Dark Knight dominates a summer of great films 

by john harding 
john444@hotmail.com 

What a summer it's been. While 
most people were driving off to the 
beach with all of their friends for good 
times and drinking, I was anxiously 
downloading WALL-E wallpaper for 
my computer and pre-reserving my 
tickets for 1he Dark Knight. I predicted 
a good summer at the movies (because 
really, what summer blockbusters aren't 
full of fun?), but even I wasn't totally 
prepared for what would descend upon 
us as the reels began to spin. 

This summer can be divided into two 
time periods, Before Dark Knight and 
After Dark Knight. The BDK era was 
both fn1itful and kind_. First we had the 

satisfied and ready for nay-sayers who I 
knew would have problems with it. 

Yes, it was a little out there, but really 
nothing in it was any crazier than any 
Arks of the Covenant or Holy Grails, 
just a little different. Unfortunately I 
had to put up with Shia LaBeouf the 
whole time, but I could look past that 
to what was ultimately a good, true 
Indiana jones adventure. 

As good as Indiana jones was, it was 
completely overshadowed by the arrival 
of the cutest, cuddliest, most well
animated robot anyone has ever seen. 
UMLL-E was a stunning achievement 
in terms ofboth visuals and story. Never 
have two characters been so captivating, 
nor roped up in such an achingly 
romantic plot, without ever saying one 
true line of dialogue. The movie removed 
any preconceived notions of what an 
animated movie "is," and became a truly 
original film, making j11st one more 
notch in the near mutilated bedpost of 
Pixar Studios. The BDK era was 

( ( The Dark Knight 
is a triumph in the 
art of film making, 
and the best movie 

since The Departed'' 

off by Hellboy: 1he Golden Army, which 
was a delicious appetizer in preparation 
for the entree to come the following 
weekend. 

Then, it happened. 
Kids, teens, parents, grandparents, 

guys, girls, and even some animals went 
out to see 1he Dark Knight, the newest 
crime drama from Christopher Nolan. 
To say that Heath Ledger did a good 
job would be a drastic understatement. 
Heath Ledger gave the best character 
performance I have ever seen in a movie. 
He became his role in a way that I didn't 
know was even ~..~vo.~ u)u;; 

As chaos personified, he was the kind 
of villain not often presented in film -
one who is evil not for monetary gain or 
on any sort of rational basis, but evil just 
for the sake of being evil. This presents 
us with an almost uncomfortable view of 
his character, as he is written in a way 
that plays to our own fears of "gosh, 
what if there really was a guy like this 
out there?" 

It's as if Charles Manson was given 
a gang of thugs, a truck full of weapons, 
and a city in which to wreak havoc. 
Batman, as the counterpoint to this 
evil, realizes the only way to triumph 
over this kind of ruthless malevolence 
is to do the kinds of things he never 
thought he would do and become a 
villain in his own right. 

Hans Zimmer and James Newton 
Howard contribute a score that the 
Joker would be proud to have playing 
in the background as he commits his 
crimes. His "theme" is just one eerie 
sustained note that conjures images 
of razor blades being dragged across 
strings. It is, in a word, effective. 

Complex, unrelenting, and palpably 
dark, The Dark Knight is a triumph in 
the art of film making, and the best 
movie since 7he Departed. I'm calling 
it now, Best Actor Oscar for Hcatl1 
Ledger, Best Score for Zimmer and 
H oward, and this sounds crazy, but I'll 
put money on it- Best Picture as well. 

Even though nothing could possibly 
live up 1'he Dark Knight, the rest of 
the Summer had some pretty good 
movies too. The AD K era brought us 
Pineapple Express and Tropic 7hunder, 
and these films shouldn't be dismissed 
out of hand. I'll watch anything with 
Seth Rogen in it and leave with a 
smile, even if it's a little too long. 
And any action/comedy that really is 
both an action movie and a comedy 
never ceases to impress. (The last good 
example of this being Hot Fuzz.) 
Ending the summer on a light note 
really put a nice ribbon on it all. 

But, with summer 2008 in the bag, 
I think it is safe to say that 1he Dark 
Knight can officially be crowned king. 
Go see it again. • 

joh11 has su11 7he Dark Knight 26 times. 

It just lu~ps gelti11g better. 

Disruss this 11rtide 11t qmp.utdglhy,edu! 
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I AM MAN 
... · ... . . 

··:: .. . ·. .. ·•· ... · .· .. 
·:;: 

by stevin george 
phocnixrising_ 45t@yahoo.com 

I had planned in this article to 
discuss the one thing at the 
crux of the world's numerous 

problems: women. Alas, I made an 
unwelcome discovery. I t seems that as I 
was waiting for my sandwich to be made, 
modern womankind accumulated many 
rights (i.e. Suffrage, equal employment) 
while spurning others (i.e. the right to 
remain silent). Since more than half of 
the world's population are card-carrying 
members of Club Time of the Month, I 
knew I'd have to tread carefully. 

Hear me ROAR! 
If I planned to write an article based 

solely upon stereotypes, I'd surely receive 
hate mail galore. As psyched as I am 
about receiving anything in the way of 
feedback at all, I've decided to forgo the 
inevitable fatwa by sticking to a piece 
of respectable journalism. Although J 
have never been accused of being either 
respectable or a good journalist, what 
follows is a politically correct modus 
operandi for understanding modern 
women based upon facts and academic 
hearsay accumulated since the late 
Victorian era. 

At the end of my diatribe, I propose 
a novel solution that remedies the 
inequalities present in the current 
male-female dynamic. And no, I'm not 
advocating a run to Home Depot for 
power tools and PVC pipe. 

According to my insigh t on women 
(based largely on six minutes of a 
film I saw on "Lifetime and several 
hours watching the Tour de France), 
they lov~ nurturing, arts and crafts, 
and misunderstanding the intricacies 
of organized sport. These facts help 
explain the Great Ribbon and String 
War of Valentine's Day, 1989, a short
lived conflict that both interrupted 
a playoff game between the H arlem 
Globetrotters and the Washington 
Generals and highlighted yet another 
negative outcome of female suffrage. 

Since the 19th Amendment was 
passed, the United States has had to 
suffer the likes ofWarren G. H arding, 
Sanjaya, and two Matrix follow
ups. Whereas men spend their time 
hunting endangered species instead of 
voting, women consistently assemble 
on Election D ay in record numbers 
- presumably since voting booths 
aesthetically resemble bathroom stalls, 
which every woman knows can only be 
approached in large herds. 

Women constitute the largest voting 
bloc in the electorate. Thus, it comes 
as no surprise that our overwhelming 
national response to the Darfur 
genocide was comparable to watching 
Mona Lisa Smile and having a really, 
really good laugh on Friday night . 

Beyond this, women turned courtship 
into a byzantine no-man's land. Keeping 
up with a girlfriend, wife, or paramour 

requires unholy amounts of cash, and 
the whole thing can fall flat when a 
man says something painfully honest 
such as, "you're more charming than 
Soviet architecture but less functional 
than my two-ply toilet paper." 

I f a man wishes for more than 
an opportunity to spread his wild 
oats (and other parts of a nutritious 
breakfast) he must prepare for a 
multitude of heartaches. A note to the 
wise: Go with the whole-grain option 
and invest in extravagant cars, which 
can at least be insured in the event of 
sudden breakup. 

Not only do women complicate 
life, they also employ the courts to 
advance their dream of establishing 
an estrogen-driven police state. 
Non-male legislation has forbidden 
harmless pleasures such as drag racing 
in school zones, and . possessing more 
than three concealed hand-grenades 
at any given time. 

The worst weapon in the feminine 
arsenal, though, is not a warped judicial 
system but rather a visitor that arrives 
like clockwork every month. During 
this time, women are given an excuse 
to swing from one irrational instinct 
to the next, ricocheting from sadness 
to elation to vengeance to ecstasy. 
And while women can pass off such 
Tarantino-csque outbursts of violence 
and rage as owing to evolution's faulty 
craftsmanship, men can only huddle in 
darkness as society's most acceptable 
hissy fit ensues. 

Women have successfully prevented 
men from acting in the same way while 
establishing their own these-shoes
don't-go-with-that-purse version 
of Hell. The modern man is but a 
domesticated shadow of the original 
pack-hunting, masochistic ancestor 
of yore. The days when men would 
wield blunt objects and return home 
with trophies of their masculinity 
have long disappeared. Additionally, 
society no longer values such displays 
of masculine awesomeness, and they 
take a backseat to the female period. 
The current dynamic is two-sided: men 
must tolerate feminine nuances but arc 
not permitted similar allowances. 

But there is a solution to all this: the 

male period. In the days of yore, roving 
packs of men would use arrowheads to 
slay woolly mammoths, but currently 
it is illegal for men to employ similar 
tools to attack the modern counterpart, 

Photo il lustration by Richard Badgett 

the Cadillac Escalade. Because the 
natural penchant for group carnage 
is being suppressed, men must purge 
su-:h primal bloodlust through games 
such as I Ialo 3 or Escalade Slaughter 
Simulator '08. 1ne male period would 
amend everything. 

Once monthly, men would be 
permitted to wander the land, attacking 
SUVs, eating bloodied meat stripped 
from the sides of those annoying 
purse rats, fighting other males for 
the privilege of the best tailgating 
party spot, and generally acting upon 
the most badass primordial instincts. 
lne testosterone-driven wildfires 
would blaze red and, for one day, men 
would regain thei r rightful position as 
untrammeled lords of chaos. Only when 
both men and women are granted equal 
opportunity to unleash their hormonal 
furies can the two sexes accomplish 
some semblance of harmony. 

Until then, I'll be in the parking lot 
sharpening my arrowheads. • 

Discuss this artick at amp.utda/Jm.edu! 

Discuss this article at am,_/!.utdallaudu! 

Discuss this artidt at amp.utda/Jas.edu! 
D istuSS this artitlt at amp.utda/Jm.edu! 
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by alex palmer 
alexp@utdallas.edu 

Across: 
1. Hindu musical patterns 
5. Male suitor 
9. Type of sandwich 
13. Scale 
15. Islamic chieftain in some countries 
16. Zenith 
17. Common sleep disorder 
18. Famous explorer 
19. Mannerly Brit 
20. Boasts 
22. Groups of nine 
24. Good natured 
27. Fool 
28. Qyality of our proposal 
29.Japanese Olympic softball team 
33. St., Rd., ... 
34. In one's possession 
35. Nemesis 
36. Metric foot 
39. Third largest computer company 
40. Close range fist fight 
41. Act incurring a civil action 
43. Video card manufacturer 
45. Hired killer 
47. Furtively saw 
50. Marsh of South Park 
51. Sold at Half Price Books (2 wds.) 
52. into the spotlight 
55. Loosen your Polynesian mixed drink? 
56. Politically correct bum 
57. Misfortunes 
59. T Romo throws for one (Hyphen) 
63. Politically incorrect bum 
64. Australian street artist 
65. Type of volatile memory 
66. Northern cokes 
67. Online regulation? 
68. Crochet medium 

Down: 
1. Electronics manufacturer 
2. Mountain north ofltaly 
3. Juniper berry flavored alcohol 
4. Microscopic organisms with pseudopods 
5. Name tag 
6. Kids that listen to whiny bands 
7. Nike shoe line 
8. Most read part of AMP 

WE GO TO ELEVEN 

China's He Kexin couldn't do this puzzle, but she did the family time puzzle in no time! 
amodestproposal@gmail.com http:/ I amp.utdallas.edu 

9. Has an attractive personality 
10. Blunted saber 
11. Period before Easter 
12. Common electronic msgs. 
14. Cactus quills 
21. Type of saxophone 
23. Mary Qyeen of Scotts, for example 
24. Dr.'s association 
25. Films 
26. Beliefs 
27. A mage's purpose in MMOs 
29. Won the ciyil war 
30. NBC's version ofThe Odyssey 
31. Worked for 
32. How people who immediately answered 
27 down abbreviate their day to day activities 
outside of cyberspace .... Man, this puzzle is 
making me look like a nerd. 
37. Steps (taken) 
38. Beats 

40. Mother for short 
41. Can metal 
42. Exam 
44. A football field has 100 of these (abbv.) 
46. AMP's original genera 
48. Held by friends in a 
theater 
49. Apparendy an even cooler name than Puff 
Daddy ... 
51. Take out stitches 
52. "It's a "!!! 
53. Anti-villain 
54. Rough tone 
55. Forearm bone 
58. Often typed in 12 down 
60. "A hit miss" 
61. is hell 
62. Field entry for those without a middle 
name (abbv.) 
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5 3 DifficultY: Robin 

5 7 4 6 C! 
6 1 7 2 

4 1 7 3 

6 9 

1 8 7 2 

9 1 6 8 

8 4 5 2 

3 2 

Have a puzzle you want to see? Want to write your own crossword? G ive us feedback on your 
favorite puzzles! Sudokus are great but we want more! 

Send emails to: amodestproposal@gmail.com 

Paint by Number 
Paint by number is a mathematical puzzle that will result in an image. Each block is either black or 

white. The numbers in each row correspond to the sections ofblack blocks in that row. 
For example, the first row has no black blocks in it, the second has one contiguous section of six 

blocks, and the third row has two sections of four blocks eaCh. 
The same applies for columns. 

Hint: "It makes you BIGGER!" 
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Sudoku 
2 

5 2 

3 4 

6 

9 

4 

7 1 

5 

7 4 

1 9 

2 
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6 

4 
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5 

6 
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2 

5 

1 

4 3 6 

1 9 

5 

1 3 

5 2 9 

2 8 5 4 

9 

4 8 

7 3 

5 1 

1 3 9 6 

6 8 

4 8 1 

7 

9 

Difficulty: Batman 

('"'-, c.,) (...,) 

AMP is not r~sponsibk for CPA loss du~ to 

obs~ssiv~ puz.zk solving; AMP talus cr~dit for 
incr~ased CPA due to obsessive puzzl~ solving. 

Disrws these puzzles at 011.lPJif~! 
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Chupacabra Discov~rectip . 

South Texas: Not Just a Mt#ii:Y:: 
• ~ ...... ,. ... ! .. o· ff. . ~: :~ub~~i:~:;::~ 

Dogf:~J~lt}s leer . !·::mmH:m:: . .. . ,,.,. ...... ~ 
~. ~ "' ,..,... .... .... 

· H.APP'Y;TiZAMP) - Inwhatcoul4~6f\(. 
of the most exciting moments in modem 
zoology, State . Trooper Hey duke Smith 
shot and killed an animal he's describing 
as a Chupacahra. 

''I saw the thing tryin' to rassle .. M_..,--:,~··"' 
chickins,'~ ~lains Officer Smith. 
it jingli11~ :f!x?i,t}.: the ~ouse, 
some .; i:~ )i:i1}!a-P.peniJl~!'. 
~·:l · '{ ···c~e frOm ,.- .~, ... ...... 
~:~~ . ~a ·ilie c:re,a:turetal<n4li~iHWl~H·• 
growth ~p~ars almost 
bears the :Ulst::ription "Fluffy." 

Smith' is confident that a thoroltgh 
autopsy ~ reveal that he nas ·m ·fact 
bag~d a Chupacab:ra, and no1t,, .C:QP.t~y, 
to ~ tpany detractors 

dog. 

students express joy about their inability to purchase alcohol at The Pub or food at the new cafeteria 
courtesy of wikimedia commons 

by Bunny Perkinson 

DALLAS (AMP) - Taking a page out of the 
playbook of UT Dallas' famous on-campus 
drinking establishment , The Pub, UTD's new 
cafeteria will not actually serve food. 

"Everyone knows that a pub is a place 
you go to drink, maybe throw some darts, 
but definitely the drinking is the defining 
characteristic of a pub," explains Frieda 
Swingle, program coordinator. 

"But what makes The Pub so unique is that 
it's a pub that doesn't do any of the things 
you normally associate with a pub. We think 
this is brilliant! So then you ask, what does a 
cafeteria do? It serves food. So that's exactly 
what we won't do." 

The new cafeteria will, in lieu of food, 
offer a variety of arts and crafts activities 
including basket-weaving and embroidery. 

"I'm so stoked," remarked student Bill 
Astley upon heari~g. of the decision not to 
serve food. "Because, I mean, food... you 
know ... what's that? I can eat anywhere. But 
this is a unique opportunity for me to learn 
crocheting, b ecause nothing impresses the 
ladies more than a man with a home-made 
afghan." 

Another policy the new cafeter ia 
will borrow from The Pub is the 24-hour 
openness that The Pub's patrons have come 

to love. 
Hungry students will be able to not 

purchase food at any time of the day or 
night, and should they become thirsty, they 
can wander the short distance to The Pub 
and not drink as well. 

Manager of The Pub Seamus McHeeny, 
was delighted to hear that his simple idea 
of denying people what they wanted and 
expected was becoming a common practice 
on campus. "I'm so proud to see that our 
humble example of misrepresentation is 
catching on around campus." He suggests 
further that perhaps the schools of 
Engineering and Business should consider 
instead teaching classes on philosophy and 
art history. 

"The most exciting part of all this is that 
we are, to our knowledge, the first university 
in America to adopt such a policy," continues 
Mrs. Swingle. "We have an opportunity here 
at the University of Texas at Dallas to really 
set the bar. The ideals and practices of non
service that we institute could well b ecome 
the standard for the en tire non-service 
industry." 

Asked if, since The Pub serves food, the 
cafeteria and Pub would perhaps switch 
roles, the reby making alcohol available for 
purchase in the new sp ace, Mrs. Swingle 
replied "Why would we do that? College 
students don't drink."• 
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Michael Phelps 
Finishes Before Race Begins 
Needlessly cheers himself on while wearing gold 

by D'Brickashaw Cunningh am 
Running Gag Gone On Too Long 

WASHlNGTON(AMP)-Inasimultaneously 
stunning and anti-climatic moment during 
the Olympics 200m freestyle, Michael 
Phelps showed up ready to cheer himself 
on in a race he had already won. 

"I've never seen anything like it, " 
commented Olympic spectator Biff Tannen. 
"Phelps approached the blocks, whispered 
some encourageme nt in his own ear with 
the gold for 200m free hanging round his 
neck, then Phelps made like a tree and got 
out of there. There was nothing but flames 
left on the blocks." 

Michael Phelps swam the event in a 
record se tting negative 23 minutes, if 
you can count traveling through the cold 
reaches of space time as swimming. Fellow 
void-traveler and water breathing man-fish 
Cthulu was heard to remark "Negative 23 
minutes? Damn. That guy's fast." 

In addition to the inspirational speech he 
delivere d to himself before the 200m, future 
Phelps was see n in the stands during his 
world-record breaking lOOm performance 

in the fly enjoying some cotton candy and 
chatting with Kobe Bryant. 

Officials are hard pressed to explain 
how Phelps managed to overcome the 
boundaries of time that compel the rest 
of us to obey causality. Some attribute his 
newfound abilities to his 1.21 gigawatt a 
day diet of eggs and plutonium. Others 
think his dolphin-human breeding gives 
him mental p owers beyond our feeble 
imaginations. However, one man thinks he 
has the answer. 

"It's the new LZR suit," raved lunatic Doc 
Brown. "I inve nted it when I fell off my toilet 
and hit my head. All Phelps has to do is swim 
88 mph and he can travel through time." 

Speedo initially announced plans to 
purchase the LZR suit, but after it was 
revealed that no human but Michael Phelps 
can even approach 88 mph in the water, 
they abandoned the project. 

Physicists explain that it is impossible for 
even Phelps swim 88 mph, embarassingly 
revealing how very little they actually know 
about him. They of course thought time 
travel was impossible as well. Fools. • 

STUDENTS 
DUPED!!! 

Convocation "fireworks" 
CGI enhanced 

RICHARDSON (AMP) - Students 
across campus have been scratching 
their heads due to photos in a recent 
urn press release regarding the 
"fireworks" at freshman convocation 
on Sunday, Aug. 25th. Pictures clearly 
time stamped during the show's grand 
finale show students staring at a sky 
filled with images ofTemoc. 

One student has gone on the record 
as saying, "I recall the Texas themed 
music, but at no point do I remember a 
firework in the shape ofTemoc dressed 
as a Wildcatter, drillmg for oil in the 
Permian Basin.' ' 

The administration explains that 
many of the pictures in the disputed 
press release were taken at a prior 
fireworks show. This was done so that 
in the event of unforeseen bad weather, 
technical malfunctions, or poisonous 
smog that blocks out the sun, there 
would still be photographs to work 
with. 

Even so, some pictures depict 
students gazing at fireworks going off 
over the Grand Canyon or Niagara 
falls. These pictures appear to be 
digitally enhanced, not just previously 
captured. 

Thea · · tration,clearlyperturbed 
that their previous answers did not 
clear up all of the concerns, reluctantly 
admitted that the fireworks were 
digitally enhanced so that the other 
universities in the world would not view 
UI'D as a third world totalitarian state. 
Dr. Daniel explained "We could have 
made long lasting changes to student 
rights and quality of life, or even had 
real fireworks, but do you know how 
much work that is?" 

In related news, a group of protestors 
has assembled in front of the classroom 
building declaring that the Dallas 
International School and CB are in fact a 
sovereign entity. Protestors were urged 
to fill our protest application forms in 
the back of an unmarked van. • 
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