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The Pitch for Palin 
McCain hits foul for voters in right field 

. :: .·: . . . 
' ~ .. 

. ~: .·• . :·· .. .. ·. .. 
by colton rohloff 

cmr052000@gmai.l.com 

Sarah Palin might have been a good 
choice for the Republican Party, but she 
was a bad choice for the vice presidency. 
According to the polls following the 
Republican National Convention, Palin 
boosted support for John McCain 
anywhere from 2 to 10 percent. More 
than that, she has energized the base 
beyond what many pundits thought 
possible at the start of this election 
season. Despite all the benefits that she 
has brought to the campaign, Sarah Palin 
was an irresponsible choice for the office 
of vice president. 

As a candidate, Palin should be 
judged according to her own credentials, 
independent of any comparisons or 
counter-arguments that rely on contrast 
with her opponent. Too often candidates' 

flaws are dismissed by simply noting 
that the opposition's candidate has 
similar weaknesses or by highlighting 
their rival's h:fpocrisy. 

Simply put, when discussing Palin's 
qualliications, the name Barack Obama 
should not come up. Period. If there is 
a legitimate case to be made for Obama's 
inexperience, that argument does not 
vindicate Palin of her own inexperience. 
While voting sometimes comes down to 
choosing the Jesser of two evils, political 
parties have a responsibility to select 
individuals who aie not only able to win 
an election, but are also truly qualified 
for the job. America deserves quality 
candidates, not mere election winners. 

Palin is dangerously unqualified for the 
positionofvicepresident.Firstandforemost, 
"it's the economy, stupid." McCain, by 
his own admittance, lacks economic 
experience and expertise. The same could 
be said of Palin. In an election in which 
the stock market is completely unstable, 
the mortgage industry is still a disaster, all 
three American car manufactures are on the 
brink of bankruptcy, and unemployment 

i i .. .The Republisan ticket desperately needed a 
candidate with a proven track record of financial 
know-how. ·Sarah Palin does not even come close., , 

is at a record high, the Republican ticket 
desperately needed a candidate with a 
proven track record of financial know-how. 
Sarah Palin does not even come close. 

policy, and Palin h'erself has never sat on 
a federal advisory committee or served 
in any other capacity that would qualify 
her. In fact, her personal experience with 
nations outside North America is limited 
to a single trip to Kuwait and Germany in 
2007. It has now come out that Palin did 
not, in fact, visit the American troops in 
Iraq as her campaign initially claimed. 

i i Sarah Palin is not ready for the White House, and 
putting her there runs the risk of having someone 

Alaska has little ~ore than half 
the population of Dallas, and more 
importantly it is a complete economic 
outlier. The state's economy is dominated 
by a single industry; oil. Yes, the fishing, 
mining, and lumber industries do have 
a presence there, but one need look no 
farther than Alaska's political machine to 
know who is calling the shots. Palin's 20 
months of experience governing a state 
dominated by oil coincided with a time 
of record high profits for alm?st every 
energy company in the world. While the 
economic footing for most of the United 
States staggered, Alaska was prospering. 
This experience hardly qualliies her to 
make ' decisions concerning a failing 
economy as diverse and complex as that 
of the United States. 

I n foreign policy, Palin fares even worse. 
As a state governor, she has little legal or 
practical reason to engage in any level of 
diplomacy abroad. The executive branch 
of a state government is constitutionally 
prohibited from engaging in foreign 

Palin has never met with a leader of 
a foreign country and when asked about 
how she would handle another Russian 
incursion into Georgia, she said war with 
Russia was a definite possibility. Even 
if a candidate does not have excessive 
foreign policy experience, they should 
still show good judgment. Threatening 
a permanent member of the United 
Nations Security Council, and moreover 
a long-time nuclear power, is a reckless 
show of bravado that is simply not 
conducive to successful foreign policy. 

The notoriously aggressive Theodore 
Roosevelt once said that a mighty nation 
must "talk softly but carry a big stick." 
It is not in the United States' interest to 
threaten a world power with a war that 
no one is prepared to fight and that could 
easily escalate to a nuclear conflict. The 

truly ill-prepared answer that 3 a.m. phone call. 11 
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A M oDEST P ROPOSAL 

lack of the understanding of thh important diplomatic 
approach highlights why Sarah Palin isn't ready to 
represent the United States. 

The GOP is attempting to sell Palin on her executive 
experience. However, Palin has only been a mayor of a 
town of7,000 people and has spent less than a full term 

as the governor of Alaska. 'Ihls alone doesn't invalidate 
the importance of that experience. Certainly 20 months 
of exceptional executive leadership could justifY the 
brevity of the term. The GOP claims that her fight 
against corruption and big spenrung is that justiJlcation 
and makes her the maverick this nation needs. 1hese 

Palin ~tets ready to cake a swim! at current lssues.llustntion by Scott Un2chusrl 
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claims have been embellished in order to establish 
her administration as remarkable, when, in fact, it was 
nothing extraordinary. 

Sarah Palin has been painted as a crusader against 
corruption. She claims she single-handedly cleaned up 
the Republican Party in Alaska. While it is true that 
she ran for governor on an anti-corruption platform 
and forced key members of the Alaskan GOP to resign, 
she has hardly earned her self-proclaimed title. She has 
taken money from VECO Corp, the company where 
the CEO recently pled guilty to charges of bribery 
and corruption. She has raised funds for and received 
consistent public endorsements from Ted Stevens, who 
is currently under investigation for receiving corporate 
payoffs in exchange for political support. 

Either Palin was ignorant of the corruption, in which 
case she can't possibly hope to clean up the far more 
entrenched DC lobbyists, or she was complicit in the 
corruption of others in order to advance her own political 
career. If anti-corruption was merely supplementary to 
a longer or more impressive executive resume, than 
the case for Palin could stand better to scrutiny. But if 
cleaning up Alaska is to be the cornerstone of her vice 
presidential canrudacy, then it is simply insufficient. 

The other central argument for Palin is her claim to 
be a fervent supporter of smart government spending 
and the enemy of earmarks and frivolous expenrutures. 
Here, too, her record simply doesn't match the rhetoric. 
As a mayor, Palin secured, through the work of a 
professional lobbyist, S27 million of earmarks in only 
three years for a town of less than 10,000. In her six 
years as mayor, she increased spending by almost one 
third during a time oflow inflation and drove the town 
into $22 million of debt. As a governor, she requested 
almost S300 in earmarks per citizen of Alaska, more 
than any other state in the union. D espite campaigning 
as an economic conservative, Palin has a very liberal 
spending record. 

Even if the McCain-Palin ticket wins in November 
and Palin's nomination was the turning point of the 
election, by nominating someone so unquali£ed for 
the position of vice president, the Republican Party has 
put more than its own reputation on the line. Given 
McCain's age and health history, there is a real chance 
that Palin will become President before 2012. This 
means the standards by which she is judged should be 
even higher than during a normal election year. 

By that criterion, or even under the lax standards by 
which a vice presidential candidate is normally judged, 
Palin is woefully under qualified. Because the vice 
president is a position selected by the Party leadership 
without a direct primary, those responsible have an 
obligation to pick someone that is truly cut out to run 
the country. Anything less than that puts the party's 
interest ahead of the people's. Sarah Palin is not ready 
for the White House, and putting her there runs the 
risk of having someone truly ill-prepared answer that 3 
a.m. phone call. • 

CAlton 'fi.H)uld lille to say "Sorry Momma Palin, 
1 j ust want yo11 to ht harJ: homt with mt!' 
Disc-uss this artide at BmfJ.utdal/nudu! 
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by billy easley 
billycasley2@gmail.com 

We can rebuild the Republican Party. We can make 
the next generation of the party prouder, stronger, and 
better than ever before. 

During a year in which the Republican brand has 
taken quite a beating, and two years after Republicans 
were cast into the wilderness after more than a decade 
of rule in Congress, it is my belief that Republicans 
have little reason to despair over the status of their 
party. Any of the pundits you asked, or even the most 
ardent, upbeat Republican activist in 2007, would have 
told you the Party was bleeding supporters and it was 
going to be a Democratic year. 

Now, it seems Republicans have at least staunched 
the bleeding, although they remain wounded by the 
unpopularity of the Iraq war, the ailing economy, and 
the failures of the Bush Administration. Still, no one 
believed the Republican Party would be in a position to 
foment what amounts to a political coup in a year when 
all the factors were stacked against them. 

Democrats have been perplexed at this turn of events; 
John M cCain's lead in the polls was somewhat reversed 
by the economic shockwave that placed AIG, Lehman 
Brothers, and others in the grave. But Senator McCain 
has already turned what was to be a ghostly Republican 
presence into a corporeal hope for maintaining 
Republican control of the executive branch. Democrats 
can't understand why the American people would even 
consider electing McCain, a "typical Republican" and 
"third-term Bush." 

The Democrats have failed to understand why 
John M cCain remains a viable opponent to the 
historical nomination of one of the most articulate and 
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rhetorically gifted nominees of our time. Connecting 
Senator McCain to Bush has received only moderate 
success because John McCain has stood up to the 
Bush Administration on a multitude of issues. As 
the nation was engrossed in the towering figures of 
Obama and Clinton battling for the nomination, they 
missed the dynamic shift occurring in the shadows as 
the Republican primaries concluded in a timely but 
unexpected fashion. 

John McCain was not supposed to be the Republican 
nominee. In summer 2007, his campaign had been 
reviled by the conservative base for his support of the 
doomed Immigration Reform Act. The fact that the 
legislation was composed with help from Democratic 
stalwart Ted Kennedy didn't help John McCain gain 
any trust, and the President's support of the legislation 
did little to relieve their ire. Conservatives had long felt 
like the jilted bride in McCain's tumultuous affair with 
the Republican party, but then they felt like he had 
come back only to send them reeling again. 

This was not the first time conservatives have 
reacted angrily to John McCain's political stances. It 
was Senator McCain who cosponsored legislation that 
would have resulted in more oversight of Fannie Mae 
and Freddie Mac two years before the mortgage crisis. 
Deregulators in the Republican Party were not pleased, 
and social conservatives turned volatile after McCain 
decried Jerry Falwell and the religious right as "agents 
of ignorance." 

The selection of Senator McCain, despite these 
factors, demonstrates a real realignment among 
Republicans or at least the potential for it. Maverick 
used to be a dirty word in the Republican Party. Political 
parties don't like mavericks, because mavericks don't care 
about towing the party line. They care about pushing 
forward a moderate agenda that can ensure America's 
prosperity even at the cost of the party's prominence 
and success. 

What McCain's nomination mhns is that the 
Republican electorate is aware Republicans cannot win 

with a far right agenda. Republicans need to appeal 
to those who reside in the middle of the political 
spectrum. It is the beauty of the two-party system that 
parties must appease the moderates in order to maintain 
stable coalitions, and John McCain demonstrates how 
the Republican Party has learned this lesson. Count 
how many times McCain is called a Republican in his 
commercials compared to how many times the word 
maverick is used if you don't believe me. 

In the Republican debates, an ongoing theme much 
derided by the Democrats was the drive to paint each 
candidate as the heir apparent to the Throne of Reagan 
Conservatism. What was Reagan's legacy? It wasn't 
the legacy of a far right executive but of a President 
who stood as a symbol of strength and confidence after 
Carter's disastrous handling of the Iran hostage crisis and 
economic turmoil. More importantly, Reagan convinced 
the American people they could unite to remake the 
slumbering h:J,mlet of America into a shining city on a 
hill. 

In the same way, John McCain is an heir to the legacy 
of the Reagan Revolution. Sarah Palin and Louisiana 
governor Bobby Jindal will be the ones who carry the 
torch for the Republican Party. The fiscal conservatism 
Republicaos have often articulated, but rarely ever 
translated into action, is finally coming into view through 
Sarah Palin and John McCain. More importantly, the 
prominence of Sarah Palin and Bobby Jindal demonstrates 
the changing electorate of the Republican Party. A woman 
and an Indian-American are among the most popular 
governors in the United States. The Republican Party is 
more open to Americans of all ranks. 

The most exciting prospect about this drive to the center 
is that, whether the Republicans win or lose this election, 
the Party will have begun to rediscover its identity. They will 
again be the party that brings "morning" to America. • 

Billy is the man who brings tbe morning to AMP. 
Distuss thu article at amp.utdal/gs.cdu! 
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reCAPTCHAring Humanity's Potential 
This article will restore your faith in mankind. 

by liam skoyles 
lts033000@utdallas.edu 

Humanity's greatest achievements are 
almost exclusively produced by a massive 
distributed effort. The grandest individual 
effort pales in comparison to the power of 
the masses of humanity, and with modern 
technological advances we are poised to 
harness the combined intellectual efforts 
of humankind. 

For most of our history, physical feats 
would be completed by large numbers 
of individuals working together for a 
common goal, such as when hundreds 
of workers pulled blocks towards the 
pyramids. Intellectual feats remained 
largely a realm of individualism and 
introspection. Although univemt1es 
developed to foster this learning, true 
revelation almost exclusively came from a 
small number of great individuals. 

Modern computing is bringing this 
age of forced intellectual solitude to an 
end. Pursuits like the Wikipedia project 
have stumbled upon a resource which 
has lain dormant in the human psyche 
for centuries, the universal desire to bring 
knowledge and enlightenment to the 
universe. 

For the past 30 years, television was 
the primary form of entertainment for 
the average American. People sat down 
to their evening sitcoms and giggled at 

i i The reCAPTCHA 
project puts the 
minds of thousands 

·of web-surfers 
to work for only 
seconds at a time 
and has opened the 
door to limitless 
possibilities. 

' ' 

Examples of text in the reCAPTCHA application. Photosllustration by Jonathan Coker 

Al Bundy, never contributing in any way computation to the most powerful 
to the progress of society and never being computer of all, the human brain. 
afforded the opportunity. Computers have A CAPTCHA is a test to determine 
givenusanewsourccofentertainmentone whether a user viewing a web site Is a real 
that also connects us to rest of the world person or a robot designed to surf the web 
in a way that enables us to contribute in automatically. Hundreds of thousands 
meaningfully. Humanity has been sitting of these robots surf the web each day, 
on its greatest resource, its own idle brain posing a serious threat to security; they 
power. The resource has been called our automatically sign up email addresses 
"Cognitive Surplus." for spam engines, post advertisements on 

Web-based distributed computation forums and locate email addresses in web 
has already proven to be an amazing pages. 
success with the SETI@Home project. CAPTCHAs force a user to complete 
1his is an offshoot of the SET! (Search a task that a robot would not be capable 
lor Extra-Terrestrial Intelligence) Project o£ Luckily, robots are not able to perform 
which scans a wide range of frequencies a task most humans find quite easy
received by radio telescopes turned toward reading. The mind can read poor-quality 
distant galaxies. and distorted text with ease. Computers, 

AJ1 stars produce random noise, but on the other hand, can only identifY 
a distinguishable signal coming from relatively clear text. 
another star would be evidence of an These tests have worked wonderfully 
intelligent, extraterrestrial civilization. and have, so far, stemmed much of the 
Detecting these signals, however, requires automated web surfing that previously 
a huge amount of computation. SETI@ occurred. But, what if the work each user 
Home uses time when a computer would did to complete the CAPTCHA could 
be running a screen saver to download somehow be collected? 
and analyze radio telescope signals. The As the world moves from a paper
project, a wild success, logged nearly 2 based world into the digital era, preserving 
million years worth of ~omputing time our past becomes a huge challenge. 
since its inception in 1999. The Library of Congress undertook an 

As a single resource, each computer extremely ambitious project to digitize 
cannot accomplish much; however, when every book ever written in order to create 
thousands of computers arc running at once a permanent store of human knowledge. 
the combined computing power equals Computer algorithms can recognize most 
that of the world's fastest supercomputers. text from recently printed books; however, 
Going one step fi.U't.her, a new development as was previously noted, they have a tough 
has extended the concept of distributed time with degraded or warped text. 

Researchers at Carnegie Mellon 
University have developed a program 
called "reCAPTCIIA'' that takes digital 
images of text that computers cannot read, 
and uses CAPTCHAs to "read" them one 
word at a time. 1he program shows the 
user two words, one of which is known 
and one that is unknown. If the user gets 
the first word correct they are assumed 
to be a human, rather than a computer, 
and the translation of the second word is 
returned to the reCAPTCHA project. 

Many users translate each unknown 
word and the most common response is 
almost certainly correct. This innovative 
process, free for any web site to usc, means 
internet users are spending approximately 
3,000 man hours per day simply digitizing 
texts. The "AMP" website proudly uses 
reCAPTCHA to protect its comment 
forums. 

The reCAPTCHA project puts the 
minds of thousands of web-surfers to 
work for only seconds at a time, and has 
opened the door to limitless possibilities. 
The preservation of our written history 
is being defended one word at a time 
and a new resource of unfathomable 
power has been discovered. At the dawn 
of a new era in distributed intellectual 
collaboration, reCAPTCHA is but a drip 
in the waterfall of knowledge that awaits a 
humanity working in true harmony. • 

Liam is going out rtC/IPTCHAringyour soul! 
Dismss this artich at pmp.utd/1/Jgs,ufuf 
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EA's Lack of Intelligent Design 

by david alexander 
dka073@gm•\i l.com 

Will Wright's simulation games always 
seem to stir up controversy, although of 
a different sort than Grand Theft Auto. 
Conservatives have criticized SimCity 
for endorsing a state driven economy, 
and some spoke out against 1he Sims for 
promoting a materialistic way of life. Now 
his game Spore is calling pundits to task. 

Spore is a game that tries to simulate 
life, and so its bound to inspire some 
controversy. Conflictingly, the game 
is heralded by both those who are for 
intelligent design and those who favor 
evolution as the best thing since sliced 
bread. 

Surprisingly, though the major issue 
with Spore is not a philosophical, but 
a technical one. It is the major reason 
why on Amazon.com almost 900Al of the 
2,500+ reviews for Spore have given the 
game one star out of 5. Why have people 
been so adamant to tell you why you 
shouldn't buy this game? It's simple:: You 
can't buy the game. 

As others have explained it, you are only 
renting the game, you don't legally own it. 
You can only install the game while the 
publisher, EA, is running their validation 
servers over the internet. Regardless of 
whether you have an official game disk, 
you cannot play without inspection from 
EA. 

In fact, you are even limited by how 
many times you can install the game. If 
you try to install Spore more than three 
times, whether it's because you bought 
a new computer, or because you want it 
on both your desktop and laptop, or even 
if you just upgrade the video card on a 
computer that already has Spore on it, 
you have to call ENs customer service to 
prove you bought the game legally. 

Why is this such a big deal? Online 
validation of video games has been around 
for a while. Many "massively multiplayer 
games" require an online server to play. 
However, Spore is, at heart, a single player 
game; only content is shared online, not 
gameplay. Furthermore, many online 
games that have long since died arc still 

Arr! 1here be Spore to Plunder! 

Spore pirates assail Electronic Arts. Literally. Photoillustration by Richard Badgett 

run by diehard fans on their own servers, 
bypassing the original systems of playing. 

This would be impossible for Spore 
though, as the game is validated by EA 
upon install and during any subsequent 
online access. This means that if EA 
does not fix its online validation, it will 
be impossible to legally play the game 
after EA decides to end its validation 
service. Going into the game's code and 
changing it violates your terms of use, 
making it illegal to play Spore without 
ENs knowledge. 

So why was online validation even 
implemented when so much outrage 
surrounds it? 'Ihe idea was that online 
validation would stop piracy, much like 
CD keys were supposed to. 

Their efforts haven't worked. Spore 
is well on its way to becoming the most 
illegally downloaded game of all time, 
with over 500,000 downloads (as of Sept. 
13, six days after its American release) 
and rising. 

That's a compelling reason for EA to 
try so hard to prevent piracy. If all those 
users had bought the game, EA would 
have earned an additional $25 million, 

but EA has to acknowledge that it can't 
get rid of piracy simply by increasing the 
amount of restrictions on their software. 
I'm not condoning piracy, but you can 
never force true pirates to purchase 
software they never thought of buying 
in the first place. Pirates will find a way 
around copy protection. 

Sadly, EA's anti-piracy protection is 
driving many who would legitimately 
buy the game to illegally download it. The 
more anti-piracy protection implemented, 
the more restrictions on the actual user 
base, not the pirates. You can't expect 
your customers to be happy when they 
are treated as criminals while the actual 
pirates have a free product that they can 
install as many times as you want. 

If EA does eventually shut down its 
servers, it should share a patch that allows 
users to install the game without the 
validation. But when asked whether EA 
will eventually remove this limitation on 
the game, EA denied having any plans for 
this. It seems like such an easy concession 
EA could give to garners, the assurance 
that 10, 20, 50 years from now you will 
be legally able to play the game you paid 

money for. 
It baffies me that they do not appease 

the masses by simply promising this. Video 
games have shown a remarkable nostalgic 
appeal. You can still drag out the old 
Nintendo if you feel like playing Mario. 
It's the same as watching an old VHS 
or playing a record. Just because these 
formats arc no longer widely supported 
doesn't mean you can't still enjoy the 
videos and music you purchased. 

Piracy is such a bad problem in the PC 
game market that some developers switch 
to making games for consoles, just so their 
hard work is paid for. As a PC gamer, I am 
disheartened at this development. I can't 
imagine playing games like Spore or Team 
Fortress 2 without the usc of a mouse and 
keyboard. I know Will Wright has made 
a ton of money over the years, but I'd 
still like apologize to him for how many 
people have stolen his work. That said, I 
can't say that EA deserves a penny of the 
money they've missed out on. • 

David is (imcrl pirate /Joqty pun herc.} 
Disn;ss this artitle at amp.utda!Uu.edu! 
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The Sky Isn't Falling 

by mac hird 
mac.hird.@studcnt.utdallas.cdu 

It's 3 a.m. and I am up and out of bed, 
but not because of a phone call. Instead, I 
am awake to watch the start of one of the 
world's largest science experiments. This 
landmark experiment will most likely lead 
to a greater understanding of the universe 
and the laws that govern it, though doom
sayers seem convinced that this will only 
lead to the end of the world. Yet here we 
are, proving them wrong. 

C ERN -the European Organi7.ation 
for Nuclear Research - recently ran its first 
proton beam around the length of its newly 
constructed Large Hadron Colllder {LHC). 
The LHC is the world's largest particle ac
celerator. It will be able to produce particle 
collisions many times stronger than those 
humans could produce in the past. 

Particles are going to be accelerated to 

nearly the speed of light and sent around a 
17 mile-long tunnel in opposite directions 

Why the end is extremely not nigh 
to collide, producing temperatures approx
imately 100,000 times hotter than the sun. 

These collisions will be observed by six 
huge detectors. The data wiU be sent out 
through a large grid of research instinl
tions, eventually trickling down to smaller 
institutions, and will be available for study 
by around 7,000 Physicists. Hopefully, 
these high-powered collisions will allow us 
to observe the Higgs particle, one of the 
final puzzle pieces in the Grand Unified 
Theory, which is also lovingly called the 
Theory of Everything. 

The Grand Unified Theory is the theory 
that each of the four forces in the universe 
are actually different types of one unined 
force; a theory which would drastically 
change the field of Physics. Numerous 
other experiments will be taking place si
multaneously in the LHC, including my 
favorite; the search for antimatter, in which 
scientists hope to observe the beauty flavor 
quark unrestrained by the color force which 
binds it to the other flavors of quarks. I'm 
not even kidding, I couldn't make that up if 
I tried. And readers of Shameless Frivolity 
know I can make up quite a lot. 

It appears that most people aren't con
cerned about the Higgs particle or beau-

tiful quarks that will be created in the 
LHC. Rather, they are concerned about 
something they think. could end the world 
forever: miniature black holes. I admit it 
sounds frighteningly like we are making 
a gigantic matter eating Dyson here on 
earth, especially since a case @ed in the 
U.S. District Court tried to stop the LHC 
on the grounds of its lack of proper safety 
precautions. But the_LHC will never create 
a black hole large enough to swallow the 
earth or anything at all for that matter. This 
court case is just playing upon misinforma
tion, and the public's fear. 

Ftrst of all, the black holes that will be 
produced in the LHC are extremely small, 
less than size of an atom. They will have 
basically no gravitational effect on any par
ticles unless those particles are very, very 
close to another particle. The gravitational 
fields produced by such miniature black 
holes would not be far-reaching enough 
even to suck in a particle in the immediate 
vicinity. This means that these tiny black 
holes can not just instantaneously suck the 
entire earth into them as soon as they are 
created. 

Secondly, black holes do not simply 
suck matter in, they also give off energy 

The LHC may look like the Death Star but it isn't really dangerous (except for the proton torpedo shaped exhaust port) Photo via flickr.com 

in the form of H awking radiation. The 
amount of energy given off by Hawking 
radiation is inversely proportional to its 
size, so small black holes give off lots of 
H awking radiation, whereas massive black 
holes give off very little radiation. The rate 
of energy in (in the form of mass sucked 
into the black hole) versus energy out al
lows massive black holes to stick around 
basically forever. But that also means these 
tiny black holes will have a life span of a 
fraction of a second. T iny black holes will 
disappear very quickly and their small 
gravitational field means there will be no 
chance for any matter to be sucked in dur
ing their life span. 

All of the doomsday heralds trumpet
ing the LHC as the end of the world also 
neglect to teU you that if these black holes 
were indeed as dangerous as they say, our 
world would already be gone. Each day, 
thousands of these small black holes are 
created when cosmic rays created by the 
sun strike our atmosphere. 

The LHC is essentially just re
creating natural events in an observable 
environment. "lbe list of potential ways the 
LHC will destroy the earth seems to go on 
and on, wi th each getting more and more 
improbable as they go. For instance, some 
have stated that mysterious strangelets 
- particles containing a strange quark -
generated in particle accelerators could 
lead to the end of the world. Ironically, the 
LHC is actually too powerful to produce 
strangclets. Each of the doomsday theories 
seems unlikely once you look at the facts. 

One of the most frightening things 
about the LHC is that no scientist will say 
it is impossible for something to go horri
bly wrong. But a scientist never would. The 
probability of something can never be zero, 
but it can be incredibly small. The odds 
that the LI I C will destroy the earth are 
similar to the odds of all the air molecules 
in tbc room crashing into your body at the 
same time, crushing you to death. 

While this is extremely frightening, 
you can't sit in your room worried about 
randomly getting crushed to death. Lets 
just al l listen to my boy, Stephen Hawking, 
who said, "1l1e LHC is absolutely safe. The 
world will not come to an end when the 
LIIC turns on."• 

Mo{ will t111 hiJ wordJ wlx11tlx blork holr eaJJ him. 
Dismss this orti£/e at am~.utdalhy.edu! 
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Fahrenheit 1337 

by liz organ 

.. .. . .. . . ... 
•• • • ... > • . ; . . . . •• - . ' 

libs.hahawall@gmail.com 

The troubles plaguing the print
media industry are of great concern 
to me and should be so for everyone 
else. Newspaper and magazine 
subscriptions are suffering, and people 
are using, others means, especially the 
Internet, to get the information they 
need. 

But print media still has its place 
as a historically significant way to 
transmit information from one source 
to another, even though electronic 
sources are carving out their place 
in history as well. The death of print 
media has also been linked with 
totalitarianism in the sense that 
killing off books and other related 
media increases the control a regime 
would have over the thought and the 
creativity of a society. 

Some personal background 
is necessary to understand my 
perspective. A s a child, my parents 
always encouraged me to read. They 
created an environment in which 
reading was necessary to survive 
because it was the gateway to 
knowledge of the world and how it 
works. 

For this reason, reading the 
newspaper as often as possible became 
somewhat of a family pastime. I can 
still remember sitting down at the 
table on weekend mornings to eat my 
chocolate-chip waffles and dive into 
the thin, text-covered pages of the 
San Diego Union- Tribune, devouring 
both my breakfast and the valuable 
information those pages contained. 

The sad news is that the availability 
and ease of accessing information 
in different ways, whether through 
the internet, TV, or other sources, 
is eclipsing thl'! need for books and 
newspapers.Are these media suffering 
because people simply aren't reading 
anymore? Unlikely. The popularity of 
new devices such as Amazon.com's 
Kindle, a handheld device that allows 

Don't let print media die! 

A very graphic end for print media. Illustration by Lewis Chang 

wireless access to digital forms of 
books, newspapers, and other reading 
materials, suggests otherwise. 

The true reasons for the industry's 
problems are primarily economic 
in• nature. With the internet age 
has come the capability to spread 
information quickly, efficiently, and 
in different forms over long distances, 
often for free or for minimal cost 
compared to traditional print forms. 
Any regular Joe can apen .up his own 
blog and report events as they happen 
for interested readers at no cost to 
the reader. As a result, people ar~ 
increasingly turning to the internet 
as their primary source of news and 
information. 

Companies that have traditionally 
invested in print advertising in 
newspapers and magazines know what 
these technological advancements 
and consumer trends mean for 

I • 

their bottom lines. Fewer people 
reading the morning paper translates 
into fewer consumers seeing their 
advertising in that paper. Companies 
are relying less on print advertising 
and more on advertising through 
the internet and other digital means, 
which significantly hurts the print 
media industry. 

Even in the cases where print 
media is not suffering, publications are 
appealing to a shrinking percentage 
of the population, while the audience 
of internet media continues to grow 
as technology advances. This cycle 
has created an environment in which 
the future of print media is uncertain, 
and the emergence of the internet 
as the victor in the race to provide 
information seems inescapable. 

Don't get me wrong. I am all for 
the spread of information over the 
internet. It would be silly to suggest 

that the information capabilities of 
the internet are a step backwards 
rather than forward, and I would 
have to be a fool to argue that being 
able to open up an internet browser 
and find out what is going on right 
now on the other side of the planet 
isn't amazing and useful. But, there 
is something to be said for reading a 
story to a child from an actual book 
or catching up on the local basketball 
team's statistics by flipping open the 
sports section in the morning paper. 
The tangibility of print media simply 
cannot be replaced by digital means. 

I have no idea how to save print 
media from a slow, painful, and 
expensive death, and I won't pretend 
I do. But I just cannot imagine a 
world without books and magazines 
and newspapers to entertain and 
inform the masses. History has 
been shaped by the print industry, 
and decades upon decades of people 
have been heavily influenced by 
either possessing or not possessing 
information that could be found in 
print sources. 

To see the traditional library die 
would also be tragic; there is a sense 
of awe that comes with walking 
amongst thousands of pages of 
amassed knowledge. Moreover, I 
cannot help but cr inge at the terrible 
association between the death of 
books and the rise of a controlled 
dystopian society like the one detailed 
in the famous novel Fahrenheit 
451, despite knowing that the 
uncontrollable nature of the internet 
all but guarantees that independent 
thought will continue to live on even 
if the print media industry crumbles. 

All I can do for now is support 
newspapers and books financially by 
purchasing them and encouraging 
others to do the same. And, futile 
though it may be, I can still hope that 
one day I will be able to sit around 
the table with my own family and 
laugh at the comics in the Sunday 
morning paper. • 

Liz; thinks that print media allow for 
independent thqught .... that~ cute. 

Ducuss this article at am,c.uttlnllas,edu! 
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De Defectis Scriptorum 
Why print media should be al!owed to die! 

by richard badgett 
rwb032000@utdallas.edu 

As hits on websites start to 
outnumber printed copies of 
newspapers, editors have begun to 
worry about the future of their treasured 
medium of choice. Print newspapers 
protest as online newspapers begin 
to gain a larger and larger share of 
the readership. This is not the first 
time the evolution of media has been 
protested, and it will not be the last. 

De Laude Scriptorum is a book not 
many people have ever heard about, 
and fewer people have ever read. I first 
came across it in Clay Shirky's Here 
Comes Everybody, and while I wouldn't 
necessarily advocate reading it (it's 
written in 500-year-old Latin) the 
text is a pretty significant work. Not 
for what it says, but for when, how, and 
why it said it. 

The treatise was written by the 
Bishop ofSponheim in 1492 to outline 
for Europe why the manual copying 
of texts was integral to monastic 
education. It was written as a response 
to the rise of printing presses across 
Europe, and its name means "in praise 
of scribes." 

So how is a book written in the late 
15th century about the value of copying 
books by hand in any way relevant to 
us today? Well, as I said, the book was 
written as a response to the rise of the 
printing press. Scribes across Europe 
were being displaced by newer, faster, 
cheaper, and more accurate presses, 
and the Bishop felt the need to defend 
his beleaguered profession. 

"We've always done it this way, 
and so far it's worked out just fine," 
goes the argument. "How can you 
trust something that didn't have a 
trained professional overseeing its 
reproduction? Mere machines can't 
be trusted to fix mistakes in original 
texts, or to improve the prose. Scribes 
are the most learned, intelligent men 

This was the old AMP office before we got moved into the library. Photoiliustracion by Jona·than Coker· 

in Europe. To suggest that they are 
irrelevant is simply inconceivable." 

Owing t6 the fact that he viewed the 
issue to be of paramount importance 
to monastic life all across Europe, the 
abbot wanted his treatise to be read by 
as wide an audience as possible. So he 
had it printed. 

We find ourselves today, with 
newspapers, books, and publishers of 
aU kinds clamoring to defend their 
profession from amateurization and 
effectively free distribution. In an 
age where sites like Flickr afford 
photographers free exposure to an 
audience of millions and when anyone 
can publish anything, regardless of 
quality or veracity, what does it really 

mean to be a journalist or an author? 
That's the question the world's print 

media want you to think about: "How 
can you trust something that didn't 
have a trained professional overseeing 
its production?" It's not a bad question, 
but it rings just as hollow now as it 
did for the Bishop of Sponheim. The 
death of print media and the growth of 
digital media aren't new and dangerous 
things to be feared. Rather, we should 
view online distribution and the death 
of books as a great step forward in the 
advancement of human society. 

The net benefit accrued to society 
with the online distribution of news 
and books is just too great to ignore. 
What used to require printers, 

layout artists, professional writers, 
agents, truck drivers, and just hordes 
of infrastructure can now be done 
instantaneously and virtually free of 
cost. Anyone can write anything and 
show it to the whole world for nothing 
more than the cost of electricity and 
an internet connection. 

This isn't something to be feared. 
The death of print media is not a bad 
thing! In fact, it may prove to be the 
most powerful force of democratization 
the world has ever seen. As Wendell 
Phillips noted a century ago, "What 
gunpowder did for war the printing 
press has done for the mind."Well the 
internet, is poised to enact the same 
kind of earth-shattering changes the 
printing press brought about five and 
a half centuries ago. 

If anyone can publish their views, 
and anyone can access those views, 
then the world's information becomes 
freely producible and available to a 
much wider audience than has ever 
before been possible. Ideas which are 
unpopular can no longer be censured 
because their unpopularity makes them 
economically infeasible to publish. 

_ There is suddenly no thought too 
dangerous to express or too outrageous 
to print. 

We stand on the brink of a major 
sea of change in how we, not just as a 
society, but also as a species, understand 
information. A book is nothing more 
than an idea expressed a certain way. 
The pages themselves, the spine, the 
publishing process: none of these are 
the book. The ideas those pages contain 
are what matter. 

The next time you read someone on 
an internet message board decrying 
the death of books or expressing their 
outrage at the amount of inexpert, 
amateur writing on the internet, take 
pause. Whatever you're reading is just 
De Laude Scriptorum. A tract on the 
evils of printing, printed because even 
the author who hates it, recognizes it 
as superior. • 

Richard car~folly transcribed every r&py of 
this mQnth's issue by hand. 

Discuss this artie/~ at gmp.utdaOas.edu! 



12 SOCIAL COMMENTARY 

by jonathan coker 
jcokerutd@gmatl.com 

As both a Christian and a neuroscience major, I've 
dealt with plenty of mental infighting over the past twO 

years. The source of that cogrutive dissonance has been 
a seemingly simple question. Hell, it's even a yes or no 
question- Is there a soul? 

It's hard to approach a question like this without first 
defining what a soul is. The easy cop our is to define the 
soul as the memories, the personality, and the experiences 
of a person, without precondition for eternal life. Then, as 
a scientist, you just tie the soul to the brain. Badda bing, 
badda boom, you've got your easy compromise. The soul 
is that mass of neurons that sits in your skull, and it dies 
when you die. 

But l know full well that isn't the way most people, 
including me, define the soul. The popular definition of 
the soul contains an clement of something outside the 
bounds of our visceral experience. It's who we are at the 
core; it's separate from our material mind; and most believe 
it's eternal. {Though, the Old Testament docs speak of the 
death and creation of souls. That doesn't sound terribly 
eternal, but that's a whole other article.) 

Then the question becomes: Is there something outside 
of the tissue in my skull that contains information about 
who 1 am, something eternal? My f.Uth and my gut tell 
me unequivocally, yes. My religious studies, my own 
philosophical and theological thinking and my personal 
experience have left me with a firm faith in an eternal 
soul. 

llowever, my studies, my research, my future career, 
and the bulk of the scientific community sound a pretty 
convincing no. A couple centuries of evidence point to the 
brain as the seat of personality, memories, and thought. You 
can predictably disable a person by removing parts of their 
brain. Your friendly neighborhood neurosurgeon could 
take away your ability to speak, your long-term memories, 

{. {. It would be irresponsible 

of a scientist not to test 
something they believed. 

'' 

your ability to store new memories, and/or your manners 
with a few cuts. The brain is immediately linked to your 
ability to interact with the world. 

As a skeptical Christian, I've striven to find a way to 
reconcile what my f.Uth and what science tell me. I've been 
quick to pursue any information that might help ease the 
cognitive dissonance caused by maintaining twO confucting 
ideologies. 1 eagerly sought out a book called 1he Spiritual 
Brain: A Nturosrimtist's Case for the Existence of the Soul by 
Mario Beauregard and Denyse O'leary. I was incredibly 
excited about reading something by a neuroscientist with a 
perspective similar to mine, a book that might even contain 
some shred of scientific thought or evidence to help me 
reconcile my ideals. 

The book was beyond disappointing. The bulk of 
the argument was centered around a scientifically • 
questionable "experiment." Nuns were asked to 

pray while in an fMRl machine. It was found that 
the blood flow in the brain went to certain places 
when they prayed and certain other areas when 
they thought about something else heavily. The 
idea that different sets of neurons fire when 
you do different kinds of thinking isn't cxacdy 
groundbreaking. The rest of the "science" 
throughout the book was atrocious. 

That book, and ones like it, left me with 
a bad taste in my mouth and still more 
questions. The unsat:is1)'ing conclusion I'm 
left with is that I won't and probably can't 
find scientific proof that there is a soul. The 
soul just can't be subjected to the scientific 
method. That isn't proof that there isn't a 
soul: there just isn't any scientific evidence to 
support that there is. 

Also, this doesn't mean scientists 
necessarily shouldn't try to prove things 
that are traditionally theological It would 
be irresponsible of a scientist nor to test 
something they believed. Scientists do, however, 
have the responsibility to accept when there isn't 
any scientific proof for something and continue 
adding positively to the body of scientific 
knowledge without letting their preconceptions 
corrupt their work. More importandy, they 
can't dilute both the f.Uth and science 
communities by "proving" theology 
with bad science. 

Unable to reconcile cleanly 
two disparate areas of my life, 
I've taken solace in the dualist 
position. I Iowcvcr, that dualist 
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position, the belief or idea that the soul works in concert 
with the brain through some untest:able, unsensable force, is 
an admittedly unsatis~g position.lt's an overcomplicated 
solution, which is always a bad sign. However, whether 
they realize it or nor, it is exactly the position held by most 
people, many religious scientists, and now apparendy me. 1 
hare to think that dualism's greatest virtue may be allowing 
one to be a weekday scientist and a weekend Christian.• 

1JJ/s artid~ haJ no title. Clearly jonathan mwl 
put a title o.n this artitlt.' 

Disous this llrtUk Ill cmb.Httiq/las.aiM! 
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by rodrigo neely 
rodrigoned~gmail.com 

The soul is a real sacred cow. People hear about the soul, 
or the spirit and they don't even flinch. Obviously, these 
same people don't stutter when they talk about using their 
brains. To many, the soul and the brain are not mutually 
exclusive, and some neuroscientists have even claimed to 
have discovered proof of the soul within the human brain. 
As a student of neuroscience, I view such "proof," and 
further any misguided attempt to find it, to be reprehensible 
and not within the purview of science. 

Hrst Jet's define some terms. By soul, most people mean 
some ephemeral, tranScendental presence of being. People 
view the soul as the source of individuality, thought, and 

morality. When they discuss the soul, 
people mean something which 
can survive death, something 
indestructible and supernatural. 

The brain, in contrast, is an 
organ. Pure and simple, like any 

other organ, it is made of cells. It 
has a job, which is to interface all of 

the information of the body to maintain 
the necessary equilibrium for life, called by scientist 
Claude Bernard Shaw, "the internal milieu.nThinking 
happens in the brain. One way we have learned this 
is that when brains are damaged in certain places 
thinking is impaired in a predictable way. This is how 
we did much of the original mapping of the brain in 

neurology, and first identified the relationships between 
the brain, and thought. 

Recently, medical scientists developed a marvelous 
machine called an fMRI (functional magnetic resonance 
imager) which can show what brain regions are engaged in 
oxygenation, and therefore presumably activity, as a subject 
completes a task. Before, scientists and doctors had to rdy 
primarily upon accidents and diseases to damage sections 
of the brain, and observe differences between damaged and 
undamaged sections. Now we can observe and map the 
regions of the brain without ever even picking up a scalpel 
You just lay in the middle of a great big round magnet while 

it literally reads your mind. 
Don't get me wrong, MRI cannot project an 

image from your imagination onto a screen. But 
it can tell us what parts of your brain are more 

~·5'-~active than others, and because of what we are 
~: learning about the functional purposes of 

1~~~~~~~~~~§~~ai~~ different brain regions, we can deduce a ,.....__,_..._t great deal about what's going on in your 
mind. 

So let me recap, the way your 
mind works is affected by the 

physical condition of your 
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brain, and when your mind is doing stuff, specific brain 
regions get activated by what your mind is doing. 

Given what we know about the brain- its restrictions and 
possibilities, the way it works- how can anyone maintain 
that thought, identity, and really any part of who we are 
originates anywhere else? By anywhere else, I of course 
mean the soul. How do people maintain support for a bdief 
that has no factual basis in science? It's because they aren't 
really thinking about the implications of neurology. 

Let me tell you my favorite case study, it is a universal 
part of any education in behavioral and brain sciences. It is 
when we began to understand to what depth what makes 
our personality is in the brain. 

I twas on September 13,1848. Railroad foreman Phineas 
Gauge had a terrible accident. Phineas, by all accounts, was 
an exceptionally good man, a leader in his community, and 
a reliable man to all who he encountered. Then a railroad 
spike was blasted in through his skull and out the other end, 
destroying a region known as the prefrontal cortex. If you 
can imagine the area right behind your eyes, that's about it. 
In the movie Hannibal, during the famous scene in which 
Hannibal Lecter feeds Ray Liota his own brain, he calls the 
prefrontal cortex, "the seat of good manners." 

Well, it turns out we know this because of Phineas 
Gauge. When his preftontal cortex was destroyed, so was 
his likable personality. Phineas Gauge became a violent and 
belligerent man, and a pain to be around. This phenomena is 
universal in all people who suffer prefrontal cortex damage. 
It really is, "the seat of good manners." 

The question I<l like to pose, and the question which I 
see our knowledge of neuroscience as making impossible 
to avoid, is where was Phineas' soul? If we accept that our 
morality is derived from some supemarural source, then 
damage to our physical bodies shouldn't result in damage 
to our moral compass. If we accept also that the soul is 
immortal and imperishable, then no amount of suffering, 
and no amount of violence could have robbed Phineas of 
his good character. 

Before I go too much further down this path and invite 
even more ire than I'm undoubtedly going to, I want to 
end this with a reminder of my initial point. Science and 
spirituality are incompatible. There are many scientists 
who are deep, sincere believers, and I'm not suggesting 
that should be disallowed. But when they try to turn 
science into a justification of the unjustifiable, they have 
exceeded the bounds of their mandate as scientists. Let's 
leave the theology to the priests, and focus on solving 
real problems. • 

RtJdrigo Jx/J faith that all you scimtiJII out tJxre will 
ku p your faith out ofyourwor~ 

Discuss this artid~ Ill am,P.utdgl/as.edu! 
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Volunteering Abroad 
It isn't ;·ust for the Peace Corps 

by wen fa 
wen.fit0>Mudcnr.ttld<lll>~s.~du 

I spent several weeks during the summer working 
with The Cornerstone Foundation, a non-profit 
nongovernmental organization in San Ignacio, helping 
to raise awareness abour HIV in Belize, the country 
with the highest rate of HIV infections in Central 
America. The experience was one of the most fun and 
fulfilling of my life. This article is meant partly to share 
my amazing adventure here in San Ignacio, but also to 
encourage others to volunteer abroad as welL 

1 wasn't acrually anxious abour volunteering in Belize 
until I got on the plane. Although I came in with careful 
research about both the country and the organization, I 
knew, from bad experiences with Wikipedia of course, 
that the internet does not always represent things with 
the greatest degree of accuracy. However, anxiety soon 
gave way to the excitement of experiencing something 

so new and knowing that part of the new experience 
would be a chance to meet and hdp so many people. 

The experience was absolutely fantastic. With 
the help of the Cornerstone Foundation, all of the 
volunteers here have made a positive impact on the 
people of Belize. Cornerstone's focus in Belize is 
AlDS prevention, and some of its activities here 
include the distribution of condoms to regional hotels 
and bars, meetings with local Aids committees, and 
raising money for a new program (Youth Ambassador 
Project) aimed at making teenagers leaders in HIV 
education and prevention. 

There were also presentations on HIV given 
ro students, police cadets, and soldiers in the 
Belize Defense Force, all high-risk segments of 
the population. These presentations are especially 
important, because they enable us to dispel many of 
the common myths regarding HIV. There are many 
urban legends here about HIV (i.e. it can be cured 
by drinking red Fanta) so it's important to educate as 
many people as possible. 

The work is extremely rewarding, but there are 
challenges as well. 'lne heat in Belize is excruciating 
and exacerbated by the humidity and lack of air 

Wen Fa looks out over Belize ... and the future. Photo courtesy of Wen Fa 

By volunteering abroad, 
you wi ll not only help 
others, you will open 
yourself up to a terrific 
personal experience as well! 

'' conditioning, and the mosquitoes there are the worst. 
Part of why the experience was so valuable is that it 
opens people's eyes to the many things we take for 
granted in the United Stares, such as running water 
and dectricity. A lot of really basic things are simply 
unavailable in Belize. 

Despite the challenges, Cornerstone has been 
successful at helping others, and the volunteers had 
lots of fun as well. In addjtion to doing chari table 
work, volunteers went to an iguana farm at the San 
Ignacio Resort Hotel, canoed and swam in the Macal 
River, and visited the Mayan Ruins at Xunantunich 
(where I did the UTD whoosh!). 

The staff members were resourceful and friendly, 
and getting to work with them was one of the most 
rewarding parts of the experience. The other volunteers, 
too, helped make the time spent unforgettable. 
Everyone was nice, compassionate, and exceptionally 
bright. 

ln addition to a graduate student from Boston 
University, my colleagues included a former police 
officer at San Ignacio (who is now the President of the 
Cayo Aids committee), a graduate of the University 
of Maryland (being from UTD, I immediately 
challenged her to a game of chess), an undergraduate 
from Durham in England, and several other students 
at the undergraduate, graduate, and even doctoral 
level. Although it was only a couple of week~, I feel 
as if everyone there bonded because of the common 
purpose toward which we all worked. 

I want to take this oppornmity to invite my peers 
at the University ofTcxas at Dallas to try volunteering 
abroad as well. Idealist. com is great place to search for 
opportunities of every length and destination. I believe 
students at UTD have the ability to be global leaders 
and to make the world a better place. By volunteering 
abroad, you will not only help others; you will open 
yourself up to a terrific personal experience as welL • 

1hu u thuml of Wmi ar/1&, hut 11 iJ 
.ltjimttly 1101 th~ mtl of hi• IIOr). 

Dismss this artie/~ at wp.ytdt~llas.~du! 
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Waii*E and our Wasted World 
A M oDEST P ROPOSAL SOCIAL COMMENTARY 

Consumerism is a hot topic, even for cute animated robots. 

by alex garcia topete 
ajc072000@utdallas.edu 

"The things you own end up own
ing you." 

Almost 10 years after Tyler D urden 
enlightened us with this quote, another 
movie character this past summer re
minded us of the dangers of materi
alism. Inrerestingly enough, this time 
it was not a grim and bloody R-rated 
film that did the job, but rather a fami
ly blockbt~ster with some of the darkest 
undertones in the history of children's 
animation: Wall"E. 

I propose that WaWE warns us with 
much more impact than Fight Club. 
While the latter is mainly a critique 
of young-people yuppie culture (that's 
you, I KEA boys and Starbucks junk
ies), Waii"E tackles more than hol
low consumer vanity and attacks the 
plague-like habits of mankind. Wali*E 
- through its setting, plot, and charac
ters, - projects with fearsome accuracy 
how we are viciously wasting away our 
world and humanity. 

The Durden-esque premise can be 
found everywhere, starting with the 
setting. The things owned by mankind 
have taken over the planet in amounts 
that render everything and everywhere 
ajunkyard. 

The traces of our civilization lie 
around, wasted and forgotten, includ
ing poor, hard-working WaWE. It's 
easy to spot who is at fault mankind. 
More accurately, greedy, un-eco
friendly corporations are at fault: like 
the hegemonic Buy-n-Large (BnL), 
whose ubiquitous logo is all over the 
junk and ruins. BnL clearly had great 
sales and revenues ... 

The specific cause for the disas
ter is obvious but subtle at the same 
time; consumerism. Mankind con
sumes too much of too many things 
that aren't required in a hunter-gath-

terms). Nowadays, it's all about how 
big something is. The more something 
consumes, and the more unnecessary a 
luxury it represents, the better it is. 

Probably the most striking critical 
view of this attitude toward luxury and 
a possible human future is everything 
that happens in the spaceship Axiom. 
There, mankind has become subject to 
the man-made technology, losing its 
humanity in body and spirit. 

In Wall*E's future, humans beings' 
lack of physical activity has turned 
them into incredibly fat individuals. 
(Is that really only in the future, or 
did the filmmakers get inspired by our 
present?) At least the filmmakers arc 
sending a message to the increasingly
overweight American youth about the 

consequences of obesity and idleness. 
In Wall*E's world, luxury has made hu
manity increasingly useless. 

Irresponsible corporations like BnL 
are the first ones that should be blamed. 
They consider overweight people as an 
open market, a business opportunity. 
They then act accordingly by offering 
products (i.e. scooters) that are, in the 
end, detrimental to the customers mosr 
likely to use them. Corporations even 
start campaigning to turn a luxury, 
such as scooters, into a "necessity" for 
the target audience. A want gets twist
ed into a binding need. 

The consumers, though, are not 
blameless. They are the ones who allow 
themselves to be fooled and seduced by 
the ease technological improvements 

((The consumers ... are not blameless. They 
are the ones who allow themselves to be 
fooled and seduced by the ease technological 
improvements grant, rendering themselves 
increasingly useless and dependant on such 
commodities. 

'' 

grant, rendering themselves increas
ingly useless and dependant on such 
commodities. 

1he old adage about wealth and lux
ury making people lazy is not far from 
the truth. The worst fact in our present, 
and the prediction for the future that 
Wall*E poses, is that our humanity is 
being progressively subverted by tech
nology. The people of Axiom eat, dress, 
and pay attention to what machines 
command them to do. 

Technology not only controls the 
spaceship, but also the inhabitants. 
Everything within a well-defined pro
gram we currently identify as "market
ing" and "mass media." 

The most important message of 
Wall•E is the wake-up call for hu
man beings to reassess their priorities. 
Humans not only need to take care of 
their environment (reduce, reuse, re
cycle), but also defend their humanity. 
Otherwise, it might not be long before 
we rely upon WaU*E to save us all from 
things owning us. • 

Al~x lritd to star/ a fight dub that indudtd rcbols. 

I# all bopt he gets back from the hospital soon. 
Discuss this 11rtirk at gmp.ufdallqr.etlu! 

erer sense (speaking in Durden-esque Tyler Durden of Fight Club and Waii*E are beacons of anti-consumerism. Photoillustration by Liam Skoyles 
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Brian Wilson 

That Lucky Old Sun 
(Capitol) . 

Spiritualized 

Songs in A&E 
(Fontana International) 

7he 

by kaitlin butler 
kairin.butlcr@gmail.com 

Brian Wilson's latest effort, That 
Lucky Old Sun, finds an aging singer
songwriter desperately clinging to his 
old reputation. This album doesn't even 
come close to his musical achievements 
in the 1960s; the lushly arranged and 
often whimsically playful Beach Boys 
albums that I Jove. Instead, his songs 
seem overly contrived and almost sac
charinely nostalgic. Instead of a fuU
fledged album, That Lucky Old Sun 
sounds more like stage-musical ~ersion 
ofWilson's life. 

This stage-musical sound is em
phasized by Wilson's insistence on in
cluding a number of narrative tracks. 

by stuart mcafee 
sruar£mcafe~o@gmail.com 

There's quite a lot to get into with 
this release before even touching on 
what it sounds like. This is the first al
bum by Spaceman 3/Spiritualized icon 
Jason Pierce that I've paid full attention 
to, a's well as his first release since 2003's 
passable "Amazing Grace," and (having 
been mostly recorded 3 years ago) is 
viewed in retrospect as a harbinger of 
his hospital stay for double pneumonia 
and subsequent encounters with death. 

As one among many examples, ear
ly in the album Jason sings hoarsely 
over the trembling sounds of a hospi
tal respirator "Death, take your fiddle 

• p1n 
Between many of the songs, Wilson 
directly addresses his audience w1th 
voice-overs explaining the situations 
involved and linking the songs to
gether. However, instead of providing 
a sense of cohesion, these narration 
breaks only serve to divide the album 
and distract the listener from the ac-

tual songs. In a narrative titled "Be
tween Pictures," Wilson goes so far as 
to quote Shakespeare . .In context, this 
does nothing to further the storyline. 
It is verbose, pretentious, and utterly 
unnecessary. 

The album also suffers from a cer
tain perversity: Wilson teases us with 

and play a song for me ... The one that 
brought you close to me," two years be
fore he was reduced to 112 pounds and 
resuscitated two times in just as many 
weeks. 

There's plenty more to be said about 
the context of this album, which makes 
it hard not to overlook how beautiful 
it is pn its own. Pierce, who is often 
known for his lush orchestrations and 
smooth reverb-laden production, offers 
songs that are stripped down to their 
essentials. Songs in A&E is a diverse 
collection of slow acoustic bits, ambi -

ycle 
songs that hirit at his previous genius. 
Tracks such as "Forever She'll Be My 
Surfer Girl" and "Mexican Girl" com
bine elements of some of the Beach 
Boys' best songs and are surely meant 
to remind us of his previous work. In 
reality though, they are mere shadows 
of his pop gems from the 60s. And to 
be honest, a man approaching 70 years 
of age singing about surfer girls and 
beach life is a bit disturbing. 

This isn't to say that the album is 
entirely bad. Wilson can still pen a 
damn-good pop song, but he doesn't 
know what to do with them anymore. 
The tunes themselves aren't bad, but 
Wilson's underdeveloped orchestr~
tion, reliance on melodrama, and off
Broadway vocals ruin any sort of plea
sure the songs could give. • 

Brian Wi!Jon is actually afraid of being 
kidnapped by Goblins. No joke. 

Diseutt this article at amp.utdallm.edu! 

ent interludes, minimally orchestrated 
backup sections, and straightforward 
rock songs. .;· 

The back-to-back tracks "Sitting on 
Fire" (a slow-building song oflovesick
ncss that ends in a beautiful swell of 
violins) and "Yeah Yeah" (a full force 
guitar-heavy song with shouts of"Yeah 
Yeah!" and "Get it on!") arc a perfect 
pair and an interesting testament to the 
compatibility of opposing styles when 
guided by Pierce's hand. He demon
strates with this release that he's not 
only capable 'of crafting songs from 
multiple layers of noise, but also that 
he's a multifaceted musician w1th a 
strong command of simple melodies. • 

Stuart did not nearly die repeatedly while writing thi1 
article. But he did 1tub his toe. It hurt 11 lot ... 

Discuss this artick al amp.ut4a//4s.edu! 
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Where to go (and avoid) when you want to eat off campus 

by brady spenrath 
bradychan 7@srudent. utdallas.~du 

With Welcome Week over, we 
upperclassmen have to stop pretending 
we're freshmen and start paying for food 
again. So, this month, I'll do my best to 
lead you to some tasty food at low prices. 

First, though, I'd like to tell you about 
www.restaurant.com. They want to entice 
you to visit their partner restaurants by 
letting you buy a $25 gift certificate for 
$10. No, really, you read correctly. In 
fact, some restaurants offer SlOO gift 
certificates for $40. The only catch is that 
the certificates often have a minimum 
purchase amount, so make sure to read the 
fine print carefully. 

1he deals below are four restaurants 
that aren't too far from campus; ones I 
feel are more unique than the usual fast 
food bargains. 

Olive Oil's Pizzeria 
581 W. Campbell Rd.,# 129 
Next to Off-Campus Books 
The Deals: Buy-ont:-get-one
free-Tuesdays 
Large one-topping for $7.57 

I can't believe anyone who lives on 
campus has not heard of Olive Oil's before. 
In fact, its hardcore advertising (placing 
monthly fliers on my apartment door and 
car) initially turned me off to the pizzeria. 
My mind was changed when I was given 

some of their pizza for free at a campus 
event. 

1he pizza is delicious and has a chewy, 
floppy homemade style. Even better, the 
prices are great. UTD students can get 
a large, one-topping pizza for $7.57. On 
Tuesdays, all one-topping pizzas of varying 
sizes are buy one get one free, as long as you 
call in advance and pick it up yourself Oh, 

par with similar, higher-priced sushi. Their 
larger, conical hand rolls are an alternative to 
the typical bites of sushi, offering a similar 
flavor in a unique package. The gyoza is a 
fine appetizer not only because it's a savory 
pork dumpling, but also because it comes 
with a tangy sauce that makes a good dip 
for the sushi. 

This is a great place for a sushi veteran 

/./. My favorite is the Tandoori chicken. Spritzed 
with lime, it reminds of familiar barbecue and 

yet can also take me to far-away Asian lands. 

'' and all those flyers? Start keeping those now, 
because Olive Oil's distributes some great 
coupons, such as complete meals that feed 
five people for $30. 

Olive Oil's Pizzeria has late hours (open 
until midnight) and a huge selection. To 
get the best deal, though, stick to the UTD 
discount, buy-one-get-one Tuesdays, and 
your coupons. 

Sushi Loco 
1310 W. Campbell Rd.,# 114 
Corner of Campbell and Mimosa 
The Deal: Sushi happy hour 
Mon-Fri: 5~:30 p.m. 

Sushi Loco is a cool little hangout and 
the closest of these restaurants to campus. 
It's easy to quickly rack up a huge tab at 
Sushi Loco, so if you want a deal on sushi, 
head there on a weekday between 5 and 6:30 
p.m. for happy hour. 

If you're seeking a filling meal, maybe 
sushi isn't the most cost-effective route. But, 
compared to usual sushi prices, Sushi Loco's 
Happy Hour is a bargain. You can try an 

appetizer and three or four different 
kinds of sushi for less than SlO 

and actually fill up smaller 
appetites. 

l can recommend all 
the sushi I've tried. The 
spicy tuna, California, 
yellow tail, and shrimp 
tempura rolls are all on 

to bring an apprentice, because Sushi Loco 
offers many fine examples of sushi for prices 
that won't burn you too badly if you aren't 
satisfied. 

Mumtaz Indian Restaurant · 
216 W. Campbell Rd. 
Behind The Great Outdoors, 
near Freebirds 
The Deal: Monday dinner buffet 
All you can eat for $6.95 

As food prices rise with the cost of 
transportation, the all-you-can-eat buffet 
is becoming less and less of a deal. While 
typical buffets are charging $12 a head, 
Mumtaz Indian Restaurant is offering an 
alternative every Monday night at 5:30 
p.m., with homemade food for just $5.99. 
You'll need a palette for rich, spicy foods to 
fully enjoy Mumtaz's buffet, since much of 
the food is sauced and flavored with exotic 
spices and herbs. 

The Mumtaz kitchen blends Pakistani 
and American concepts into their clishcs, 
and the buffet offers vegetarian choices 
as well as samples of many types of meat, 
including chicken, beef, lamb, and goat. I 
can never get enough of their thick naan 
(flatbread), and the rice blends are always 
fresh. My favorite is the Tandoori chicken. 
Spritzed with lime, it reminds of familiar 
barbecue and yet can also take me to far
away Asian lands. 

Mumtaz is also a member of restaurant. 
com, further extending your dollar with. The 
buffet is only offered on Mondays, 
but it's worth the wait. 

Zenna Thai & Japanese 
2500 N. Central Expy. (1-75) 
Head north on 75, take the Park Blvd exit 
TI1e Deal: Happy hour 
Everyday 3:00-7:00 p.m. 

Zenna TI1ai & Japanese's happy hour, 
much like Sushi Loco's, offers up some 
really tasty sushi. Zenna's faire is a bit more 
exotic, though, and its happy hour speeds 
include legendary appetizers and cheap 
alcohol. Though I am not quite the age 
to have sampled the alcohol, I've read the 
list and prices, which features $2 frozen 
margaritas and well drinks and 50-cent 
tap beer. If you're sharing your brew, Zenna 
also will bring a 3-liter tap to your table 
for $9. 

I have more experience with the sushi 
and appetizers and can recommend both. 
Zenna's appetizers are unique and quire 
amazing. They range from $3 to $5 and are 
all easily sharable. The basil chicken wraps 
have a lighter taste, whUe the Heaven beef 
is a spicy, salty treat (think of warm, softer 
beef jerky with a chili sauce). 

Unfortunately, the meals are not on the 
happy hour menu at Zenna, so I would 
recommend going with a few friends, 
ordering the appetizers, and sharing and 
trading them. 

Brady. a11 ££major, was pretty proud of himself for 
that J>«tir Tandoori Chill:mlint. Too bad lightning 

nMXr Jlril:tJ twiu. 
Dismss this artilk at amp.utdallas.du! 



Sporting Some UTD Spirit 
Show up and see; UTD's athletes put on a good show 

by krissy seaman 
krissy.scaman@gm.ail.com. 

After four years at UTD, one of 
the complaints that I continue to 
hear is that UTD has no (or very 
little) school spirit. Every year it's 
being said a little less, but it's still 
being said. There are still people who 
look surprised when I say I'm on the 
volleyball team because they don't 
realize we have one. 

UTD has 13 interesting, exciting, 
and successful sports teams and not 
enough student body support or 
school spirit . We all know that we 
have a chess team, and we know it 
is great, but how much school spirit 
can you really find at the matches? 
Except for the Spartan squad from 
SNL, nobody has ever cheered at 
a chess match. Not to criticize the 
chess team, but supporting athletics 
is a natural way to build school spirit, 
especially for young schools. UTD 
doesn't have a football team, and it's 
not getting one anytime soon, but 
that doesn't mean students can't enjoy 
the other sports teams. 

Athletics at UTD are Division 
III, which means athletes are not on 
scholarship for sports. If we athletes 
are getting money to go to school, it's 
only for academics, just like everyone 
else. We're not small celebrities like 
some football and basketball players 
at large schools. You probably know 
us, or have at least seen a lot of us in 
your classes. The girl who walks into 
class with bags of ice :wrapped on her 
knees is an athlete coming straight 
from practice who would love for you 
to come to her games. Isn't it more 
fun to watch someone you actually 
know or could talk to anyway? 

Just because we're a Division III 
school and our games aren't televised 
nationally doesn't mean that our 
teams aren't good. We're not just 

intramural players with more free 
time to commit to sports. Most of us 
were the best in our high schools, were 
recruited by our coaches, and chose 
UTD for academics. Some of us had 
opportunities to play at Division I 
or II schools, too. A lower division 
doesn't mean that we're lower-quality 
players. Our men's basketball team 
beat Division I UT Arlington two 
years ago. 

Now, I know I'm writing an article 
to get people to support athletics, 
but that doesn't mean that you can 
hear crickets chirping in· between 
plays because there are no fans at 
our games besides local parents. 
We actually have good attendance 
at home games, and it's a fun, loud, 
energetic environment. So, if you 
don't really know a lot about sports, 
you can just yell and whoosh when 
everyone else does. 

Even if you don't like watching 
sports, you can get a chance to see 
some friends in the stands that you 
might not have seen in a while and 

have fun cheering for your school. 
You can see Temoc in his final few· 
months. You can come to escape 
the monotony of class and to avoid 
studying for a little while. Freshmen, 
you can count it as one of your campus 
events for Rhet 1101. And, where 
else can you wear all the orange and 
green you want without worrying 
about looking tacky anq unmatched? 

For those of you who haven't seen 
our gym, it's nice, modern, and we 
have a lot of room in the bleachers. 
You can get seats that aren't a mile 
away from the action. Believe me, 
you can sit close enough that the 
players (and refs) can hear what 
you're yelling. 

And, it's fun to cheer for the lovable 
losing teams and underdogs every now 
and then, though everyone knows it's 
more fun to watch your team win. 
Fortunately for you, our teams win 
A LOT. All of UTD's sports teams 
have been to their respective top 
conference tournaments. Volleyball 

has won the East Division of the 
conference the past two years and was 
picked in the preseason this year to 
win it again. The men's and women's 
soccer teams and the men's basketball 
teams have all won UTD's conference 
and, along with the baseball team, 
have advanced to the NCAA 
tournament. Different programs have 
beaten nationally ranked teams, and 
some have themselves been nationally 
ranked. 

Just like UTD, our sports program 
is young. Volleyball is only in its fifth 
year. There's a lot of room to grow, 
but that means there's a great chance 
for students to help build traditions 
at games. Building these traditions 
generates school spirit in general, 
which is something that we all always 
want to improve. • 

Krissy Seaman is expecting to hear her name cheered 
loudly from the bleachers during the next game. 

Discuss this article at am,b.yttlallm.edu! 



SHAMELESS FRIVOl ITY 

Dear Vatican 
One man's shameless quest for Sainthood 
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. : .. ·: 

:: .·: 
' ..... ... 

..... · . . . .. ~ .. . . .. .. :: .. . . . 
! .·fit . . 

by stevin george 
phoenixrising_ 451@yahoo.com 

Let's face it. The Catholic Church is 
going the way of the dodo. 

C lergy sex abuse scandals, scores 
of bankrupt dioceses, schisms over 
fundamental doctrine, and the theft 
of Pope Benedict XVI's golden Hitler 
Youth knife all serve as proof of one 
undeniable fact: The walls of the 
Vatican are crumbling. In order to 
remain a mystical and powerful force 
in the world's spiritual bazaar, the 
Catholic Church desperately needs a 
new marketing approach. Protestant 
sects are surging in the race for converts 
with their sinfully delicious chocolate 
communion wafers, rugged good lucks, 
and Bono. 

In the days of yesteryear, such lack 
of faith would have been combated by 
impromptu Inquisitions and witch
burning ceremonies. Sadly, these 
options are no longer accepted in 
today's complex, logic-based world, 
which generally frowns upon hag-=based 
combustion. Alas, pedophilia isn't going 
ro re-energize the masses. The Vatican 
is going to have to get off the roller
crucifix ride at St. Peter's M agic Castle 
and brainstorm a brilliant strategy. 

The quickest way to re-energize 
the faithful is to confer sainthood on 
a deserving individuaL Mter much 
deliberation, I've decided I should be 
a saint. I'm not saying I'm going to 
adopt a more ascetic lifestyle. What 
I'm saying is that the Vatican should 
canonize me at this moment so that I 
can accomplish my childhood dream of 
breathing flame. 

Every saint gets one superpower, 
a fact the College of Cardinals hides 
by only conferring sainthood on the 
deceased. All that prevents me from 
my napalm dreams is convincing his 
H oliness that I've accomplished the 
prerequisite miracles for sainthood . I 
haven't walked on water or died yet, 
but I have committed three acts that 
arguably didn't accomplish their full 

potential for wickedness. This, in and 
of itself, constitutes a triple miracle. 

Miracle I : Restoring misplaced 
property. Yesterday, I got my big 
break. I came across a purse while not 
shopping for one. Inside were all the 
funds and identification necessary to 
start a new life. As much as I believe 
in the adage, "Finders, keepers; losers, 
fraud victims," I couldn't make the 
most of the situation; the purse was 10 
feet from a patrolling officer. 

I decided that I could a) kick it off 
to the side or b) hide it in my pants 
and have the cop wonder why my 
exceptional endowment looked even 
more astounding. Since the latter 
option wasn't viable and the former 
option would only grant another lucky 
person the opportunity to pilfer it, I 
offered the purse to the cop. Although I 
merely wanted to spite my kleptomaniac 
brethren, my underhanded motives 
ultimately led to a righteous act. I'd say 

that qualifies as a small miracle. 
Miracle II: Sparing a dog from 

being roadkill. Last week, I was 
cruising around when I suddenly failed 
to squash a shihtzu that bolted into the 
road. Granted, I'd have been within 
legality to flatten the brute because 
such a kamikaze dash at my car could 
only be seen as a blatant threat against 
me and everyone I love. 

My history with canines has been 
unpleasant, mainly because dogs have 
a genetic predisposition to hunting the 
weakest prey, and I've had the unwel
come privilege of being both sluggish 
and succulent. However, instead of ac
celerating and finally emerging trium
phant, I slammed on the brakes. Owing 
to the lack of horsepower in my Yaris, 
the match up would have been even. 

Part of the reason I didn't turn the 
dog into abstract road art was I was 
confident, not utterly certain, that I'd 
emerge as victor. Thus, in a year of 

Stevin is caught red ... uhhh ... handed ... Photoillustration by Richard Badgett 

memorable upsets -cough, Hillary- I 
decided to offer the creature a chance 
at glory. Since my cowardice permitted 
something to bypass the death zone 
around my front bumper and live, I'd 
consider the whole episode a miracle. 

Miracle Ill: Methodically squashing 
something else. Unlike sparing a dog, 
sparing a raccoon is considered to be a 
mortal sin in the Church's eyes. A church 
organist once decided to do an encore of 
In the Name of Love without examining 
the pipes for miscreants; the subsequent 
explosion leveled everything within a 5 
block radius. Because of their inherent 
mischievousness, a holy war against 
raccoonkind was included as a secondary 
clause in the Papal Edict of 1054. This 
confrontation, much like the Korean 
War, hasn't technically concluded. 

Due to my religious obligations, I 
was delighted at not having to swerve 
away from a jaywalking raccoon. In the 
clash, however, my Yaris was no match 
for the beast, which was the size of 
a smaU locomotive. When an animal 
reaches said proportions, nothing short 
of a laser-guided bomb will suffice. 
While my vehicular zealotry might not 
have vanquished the beast, my actions 

· caused, at the very least, a slight delay 
in the creature's desire to cavort within 
organ pipes. In this manner, my third 
and final miracle was accomplished. 

By offering me sainthood, the 
Vatican can set a new precedent. I 
don't admit to possessing extreme 
piety, but I do admit to being a man 
of the people. By accepting me into 
a select group of individuals whose 
qualifications have thus far been 
unapproachable spirituality and 
detachment, the church becomes able 
to show its · more humanized side. 
An egalitarian approach regarding 
canonization, I believe, wiU bring back 
the faithful along with their faithful 
checkbooks. 

1 expect to receive my certificate of 
fire-breathing awesomeness within the 
next three business days. • 

Stn~in is the muJust m11n on the plnmt. 
.And damned proud of it. 

Disnus this article atamb.utdqllgs,tdu! . 
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Literary Anachronisms 
by alex palmer 

alexp@utdallas.edu 

Across: 

1. German expressionist Nolde 
5. America's uncle 
8. Recedes 
12. Ore location 
13. Arrives 
15. Harvest 
16. Laborious work or a heavy 

blow 
17. Express Opinion 
18. Singer Fitzgerald 
19. "__ ":Rand 
22. "_me in!" 
23. Greek 'X' 
24. Your mother's brother's wife 
26. Extremely annoying 
29. A warp-knit fabric 
31. Bikini top 
32. Opposite of recto 
34. Some are tall 
36. Charged particles 
38. Native born Israeli 
40. In addition to 
41. Settlement on Aruba 
43.lrons 
45. UFO pilots 
46. Wheel of fortune category 
48. Caesar and house 
50. Hard to find 
51. A soap bubble 
52._ Paulo, Brazil 
54. " _____ Slaughter": 

Down: 

1. Actress Martinelli 
2. Shed feathers 
3. Object of worship 
4. Some want to leave a lasting 

one 
5. Year after fresh. 
6. Title of some Islamic princes 
7. Perused at restaurants 
8. Poetic before 
9. "For whom the "· 

Hemmingway 
10. Unit of hay 
11. Expectorated 
13. Orthogonal to sines 
14. Rocker Bob 
20. Prison knife 
21. Dress between blazer and 

tuxedo 
25. College sports association 
26. Group of soldiers 
27. "A river it": 

Maclean 
28. "Amazing __ " 
29. Mathematical donut 
30. Exams 
31. Baby's eating attire 
33. Society of Biblical Literature 
35. Maritime call for help 
37. North American swamp 

bird 
39. Makes ashamed 

Ondaatje 42. Snitch 
61. Rectum 44. Alcohol induced speech 
63. Concise impediment 
64. People do this in church 47. A theater has many of these 
65. Anger 49. Takes in an orphan 
66. "The Godfather" and "Star 52. Bob Dylan title femme 

Wars" 53. Collections reflecting a 
67. Take·care of person or place 
68. Flrst African-American 55. Average 

to win US Open and 56.1herefore 
Wimbledon 57. Russian ruler 

69. Either, or; neither, __ 
70. Wise one 

58. Chemical in urine 
59. Group of thugs 
60.Jekyll's other half 
62. "Monkey_ monkey do" 

Have a puzzle you want to see? Want to write your own crossword? Give us feedback on your 
favorite puzzles! Sudokus are great but we want more! 

Send emails to: amodestproposal@gmail.com 

8 1 5 6 

7 

3 6 8 
t ' 

7 

9 3 7 

1 4 9 

1 2 6 9 

7 

4 5 3 2 
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Sudoku ·· 6 4 9 

3 8 

-

1 

3 5 

2 1 5 

5 3 4 

7 5 8 3 

9 1 3 4 7 8 

6 8 5 7 1 

7 4 1 

2 6 

9 

Paint by 
Number 

-

2 9 1 9 2 2 2 2 2 2 9 1 9 2 
1 1 2 2 1 3 3 1 2 1 1 1 
1 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 2 2 1 1 

1 2 5 2 1 4 1 1 
1 2 

1 5 9 

6 5 7 

2 
8 2 
2 

5 

7 8 
6 

9 

1 

Paint by number is a mathematical 
puzzle that will result in an image. 

Each block is either black or white. The 
numbers in each row correspond to the 

sections ofblaclfblocks in that row. 
5 2 . 

1 

For example, the first row has no 
black blocks in it, the second has one 
contiguous section of twelve blocks, 

and the third row has three sections: 1 
block, 8 blocks and then 1 block. 

9 

1 

1 

5 8 

0 

12 

1,8,1 

1,1,1,1 

1,1,1,1,1,1 

1,1,1,1 

1,1,1,1,1,1 

1,1,2,1,1 

1,8,1 

12 

1,1 

10 

1,1,1,1,1,1 

1,1,1,1,1,1 

16 

0 

7 9 

3 

9 7 

3 

AMP proudly p resents,for the first time in our 
history, the answers to last month's crossword 

puzzle! 

.AMP is not responsible for GPA loss due to 
obsessive p uzzle solving; AMP takes credit for 
increasetf GPA due to ohsessive puzzle solving. 

D iscuss these puzzles at amp.utdallas.edu! 
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3 

5 4 7 

5 4 6 

_ 4 1 

9 

7 

3 8 

8 2 

8 2 

9 6 1 

1 4 '9 

1 6 
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Chess team gets to the 
other side, become Queens 

Don't give our foosball table to the Debate Team! 

by D 'Brickashaw Cunningham 
Chess Correspondent 

MC3.224 (AMP) - At a recent chess 
competition against arch rivals UMBC, UTD 
pulled off one of the most masterful displays 
of awesomeness in chess history: The entire 
team reached the other side, allowing them 
all to turn into queens. 

The team jumped at the opportunity, 
announcing that the upgrade to queens, from 
their previous status as pawns, would be both 
life and game changing. 

Team members have been using their new 
found abilities to teleport across campus eight 
squares at a time, in straight lines only of course. 

The transition to queen, however, has not 
been an easy one. The team is learning how to 
deal with life as royalty and has begun to hold 
royal tea parties, meet with foreign dignitaries, 
and deal with young suitors. 

Their ordeal is already the subject of a new 
Disney movie starring Vin Diesel as UMBC 
and Lindsay Lohan as the entire chess team. 

Vin Diesel would only agree to the movie 
if he was allowed an egregiously long 
snowboarding/explosion scene. 

One observer co~ented, "Those are 
technjcally princesses." To which the entire 
chess team replied, "Off with his head!" • 

Japan Unveils 
New Space 

Program 
TOKYO (AMP) - In response to the 

growing abilities of the Chinese space 
program, the Japanese government 
is unveiling its own manned space 
vehicle. 

Japanese designers, taking their 
inspiration from numerous sweet 
cartoons and wickedly awesome 
action figures, have developed the 
sweetest and most wickedly awesome 
robot of them all, one that can fly into 
space! 

The robot is rumored to be powered 
by the Japanese government's ability 
to deny World War II ever happened. 

The Chinese government has 
yet to respond but is rumored to be 
developing its own set of space faring 
robot suits. The storage facility for 
these suits will inevitably be at the 
end of an extremely long tunnel. 

The first pilot for these robots has 
been announced to be Domo Arigato. 
Although still in high school the proud 
yet still pubescent teenager was 
convinced his new role wouldn't affect 
his studies-

We're no strangers to love, you 
know the rules and so do L A full 
commitment's what I'm thinking of, 
you wouldn't get this from any other 
guy. 

I just wanna tell you how I'm feeling, 
gotta make you understand. 

Never gonna give you up, never 
gonna let you down, never gonna 
run around and desert you, Never 
gonna make you cry, Never gonna say 
goodbye, Never gonna tell a lie and 
hurt you. 

We've known each other for so 
long, Your heart's been aching, but 
you're too shy to say it. Inside we both 
know what's been going on, we know 
the game and were gonna play it. 

And if you ask me how I'm feeling, 
don't tell me you're too blind to see. 

Give you up, give you up, give you 
up, give you up, never gonna give, 
never gonna give, give you up. Never 
gonna give, Never gonna give, give 
you up. 

I just wanna tell you how I'm 
feeling 

Gatta make you understand. 
YOU JUST GOT RICK ROLLED BY AMP. • 

r 
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University unveils 
new A&H building 

The new A&H building, affectionately known as "The Shack," will be open for the spring 2009 semester. 

by Maurice Cheeks with their established aesthetic," explained 
Architectural Correspondent chief architectVijayYalamanchili. 

RICHARDSON (AMP) - In the last few 
years, our campus has seen a flurry of 
building activity. Many of the major schools
Business, Engineering, Natural Science- have 
completed construction on new facilities . 

As a way of addressing complaints 
of under-representation, The University 
of Texas System's Board of Regents has 
approved a budget for the construction of 
a new building for UTD's school of Arts and 
Humanities. 

Likemanyothernewcampusbuildings,the 
new A&H headquarters will be a departure 
from the '70s office-park architecture which 
dominates central campus. Unlike these 
new buildings, the new A&H building will 
be neither attractive nor functional. 

"Well, since they already had a barn, we 
figured they were going for a 'starving artist' 
theme. This new building is keeping in line 

Yalamanchili continued, "Another consid
eration of ours was making sure it was the 
kind of building that could be given an easy 
nickname: People call NSERL the mermaid 
building, for instance. Well, when you see 
the new A&H building you'll instantly think 
'shack.' There ya go, automatic landmark." 

Members of UTD 's school of Arts and 
Humanities were thrilled upon hearing of 
the new facilities. 

"We're so excited," explained Dennis 
Kratz, dean of the school. 

"It may not seem like much, but last 
year our entire budget was a Rubik's Cube 
and a roll of quarters. This new building 
demonstrates UTD's commitment to the arts 
in a very concrete way." 

Though a final location hasn't yet 
been announced, it is believed that The 
Shack will be in the foyer of the School of 
Management. • 
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