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• osm1c Film Fest 
You, too, can make out of this world movies 

by alex garcia topete 
ajc072000@utdallas.edu 

Another year ends, prompting us to 
ponder d1e events mat made it special and 
memorable. In 2008, there were me O lym
pics in China, a historical presidential 
election, a Joker doing magic tricks with 
pencils, Indy fighting Soviets, and here at 
UTD, ilicre was the Cosmic Ft!.m Festival. 

In case you missed it, ilie Cosmic Ft!.m 
Festival '08 was this past spring semester, 
showcased a fun selection of short films, 
and, with a little help from an enthusiastic 
student audience, turned out to be a great 
success - one that should be repeated in 
2009. 

J\1eteor Theater and Student Govern
ment are getting everytlUng ready to make 
the Cosmic Ft!.m Festival '09 next semes
ter an even bigger and better event than 
its predecessor; a big banner adorns the 
UTD mall, flyers are up on the bulletin 
boards around campus, and the skywalks 
announce the coming of the CFF09. All 
that is needed now are your film submis
Slons ... . 

Setiously, the CFF09 needs movies to 
show. Any (UTD) student-produced film 
can be submitted, which means d1at class 
projects, whed1er old or new, have a chance 
to be selected and screened (if they fiillill 
ilie time and content qualifications, of 
course). 

What should you do if you don't already 
have a film to submit? You can make one. 
Here's a quick-guide to low-budget ama-

URGE To DIRECT? 

u 
~ COSMIC FILM FESTIVAL 

http://www.utdallas.edu/orgs/meteortheater 

A wee bit of press for our fellow masters of media. Logo courtesy of Cosmic Fi lm Festival 

tcur filmmaking so that you too can make syrup and food coloring. 
your own little blockbuster. 5) Get people foJ a cast and crew. 

1) Ask yourself "D o I have the Need actors? Ask your friends. Get your 
drive to make a fihn? D o I have a story to· shy friend to play the femme fatale, or that 
tell?" If your answer is yes, you most likely crazy guy you know who likes to cross
will end up making a good movie, so keep dress .... You're the director. Get creative 
reading. . .. with what you have. 

2) Have a story to . tell, scripted or 6) Shoot your movie. Gather your 
not. Otherwise, your movie won't be worth people, get your material, grab your camera, 
watching. This doesn't mean that you need find a location, and go shoot your scenes. 
a deep, a\vard-winning story- just a story. But please, don't break the law in doing so, 
Be it drama or comedy, a movie needs plot, and you might want to let people know 
a story behind it for audiences to enjoy. what you're doing if you're out in a public 

3) Get ilie equipment. Nowadays, place - just to avoid getting in trouble. 
almost any camcorder, even the camer-a on 7) Edit your material. Usc the best 
your cellphone, will do the job. However, shots. Add some effects and transitions. 
make sure to get me audio recorded well, Improve the audio if necessary. Add some 
especially for dialogue parts. non-copyrighted music. Most computers 

4) Get props and make-up. If you can handle video. If you don't know how 
need blood, the trick is transparent corn to do it, ask a friend (maybe an ATEC 

student) or search the internet for tutorials. 
It's not rocket science. 

8) Show your movie to some ftiends. 
Ask for suggestions to improve it. Tweak it 
until you have your masterpiece. 

9) Submit your movie. Check ut-
dallas.edu/orgslmeteortheater for all the 
deadlines, details, and documents to do it. 

10) Go to the CFF09 in April and 
watch your movie on me big screen. 

Even if you don't make or submit a film, 
you can still help by attending and having 
fun at Cosmic Film Festival, making it a 
great event for ilic second year in a row.• 

Alex is screening actresses fo-r his film mbmission 
"Sexy Vampire Explosiott. • Cotttact for info. 
D isc-uss this ar/Uie at am,/!.utda~! 



A MoDEST PROPO SAL 

by jonathan coker 
jcokerutd@gmail .com 

The word mandatory always raises my 
suspicions. Mandatory is a word that is 
inherently against human narure. It has to 
be. Otherwise, the word wouldn't exist. N o, 
mandat01y implies that something is im
posing its will on something else, and while 
1 realize the occasional necessity of that 
concept, it still bothers me. 

So, when I heard that UT Dallas's new 
food service plans would be mandatory 
starting in fall 2009 for incoming freshmen 
living on campus, even the freshmen living 
in the freshmen apartments, something 
seemed wrong to me. Why would a theo
retically awesome school service have to be 
mandatory? 

Maybe it's because the proposed pricing 
plans are SEVEN-LANE INTERSTATE 
HIGHWAY ROBBERY! 

Think I'm exaggerating? I don't spend 
more than $200 a month feeding myself, 
unless I really splurge on fast food. My 
diet of cold cereal with milk for breakfast, 
a sandwich and Cheez-Its for ltmch, and 
whatever I feel like cooking for dinner 
keeps me healthy, happy, and less poor than 
I have to be. Assuming 30 days in a month 
and three meal~ per day, I pay an average of 
$2.22 a meal 

What ab~ut the proposed meal plan 
prices? What is the cost per meal? 

Let's run the numbers together shall 
we? Bear in mind that prices aren't final
ized, that details about meal plans' effective 
dates aren't yet available. 

Assuming the meal plans will be effec
tive from the first day of class until the last 
day of finals in fall 2009 (Aug. 20 - Dec. 
16), freshmen will have 119 days in which 
to use their semesterly meal plans. That's 
357 meals and 17 awesome weeks of class. 

Take a look at the prices per meal in the 
table. 

Holy Himalayas, that's steep! Why do 
these plans have 8.25 percent sales tax? 
Groceries are tax free! At least you'll have 
$100 dining dollars, or $150 on Plans A 

SociAL CoMMENTARY 5 

Why don't you throw your money into it? 

Proposed Meal Plan Pricing For The New Dining Hall 

Plan 
Price per 
Semester 

Potential 
Meals 

Price per 
Meal 

B $1,565.76 I 185 I 
(Block Plan) 

$8.46 

D $ 1,430.68 

F $933.79 

150 
(Block Plan) 

$9.54 

$9.53 

Price per semester is adjusted for sales taX and "dining dollars." Table by Jonathan Coker 

and B, to spend elsewhere on campus. 
Looking at the numbers, I can only 

conclude they were arrived at by shaking an 
abacus until a pretty pattern emerged. 

Plans E and F, which would be for 
freshmen apartment residents only, fall 
hopelessly short of their presumed intent, 
to give freshmen who will have FULL 
KITCHENS an option with fewer meals 
so they can utilize those kitchens. However, 
at about S9.50 a meal plan F doesn't make 
very much sense. Freshmen could eat steak 
at home for $9.50. Do you have any idea 
how much Ramen $9.50 buys? Plan E is 
better, but not much. These two plans cost 
nearly $1000, which is approximately my 
entire grocery budget for a semester, while 
providing for 1/3 of a semester's worth of 
meals. Ouch. 

Plans C and D reveal the inanity of the 
pricing scheme.1'hey're the same price, yet 
plan D results in a price per meal that is 63 
percent higher than plan C. It's an1azing to 
me that between the lowest and the high
est prices per meal, there is almost a 100 
percent difference. 

The most expensive plans are A and B, 

but as you can see from the table, anyone 
who buys Plan B is daft. Plan B would have 
you pay more money than Plan C for fewer 
meals than Plan C. Flabbergasting! 

I suppose one could argue that the 
"block plans" are comparatively expensive 
for one of two reasons. The block plans 
allow students to distribute their meals 
throughout the semester and to share their 
meals with friends. The university might 
think that extra convenience is worth the 
extra money. It's not. 

Nobody in their 
right mind would 
buy one unless they 
were forced to. ___ ,, 

Or, I've artificially towered the actual 
expected per meal prices of the per week 
and unlimited plans by assuming students 
would eat every meal possible. In that case, 
the plans are all probably aimed for the $7 

to $9 per meal range. 
Plan B shouldn't exist. Plan B, I believe, 

reveals the tme nature of plans B through 
F. They're all to give freshmen the illusion 
of option, when clearly, there is no choin: 
other than Plan A. 

At the still outrageous price of $4.39 a 
meal - double the $2.22 it costs me to feed 
myself - Plan A would at least provide t(>r 

unlimited nourishment. H owever, it will 
reguire freshmen to cat every single meal 
of their semester in the dining hall in :m 
attempt to get their money's worth. Wid1 
every skipped meal, visit home, and trip 
to a restaurant driving their cost per meal 
up higher and higher. lf one puts a high 
enough value on never having to do dishes, 
shop, or cook, then Plan A might be just 
barely worth it. 

The proposed pricing scheme, to me, 
explains why the meal plans will be man
datory. Nobody in their right mind would 
buy one unless they were forced to. 

These proposed prices have been avail
able for a while, and I've heard little to no 
outrage other than a passing comment or 
two. I think this a product of two things. 

First, the information is presented in a 
convoluted-enough manner that nobody 
realizes what a ripoff the plans are. They 
should show the estimated price per meal 
when they present these plans to srudents. 

Second, the plans will only be mandato
ry for incoming residential freshmen. 1he 
meal plan pricing doesn't directly concern 
anybody currently attending UT Dallas. 
The members of UTD's 2013 class obvi
ously have little say in decisions being made 
before they've even decided to come here. 

I think that those who somehow pro
posed these prices •vith a straight face 
should take a moment to think about 
whether they truly have the students' best 
interests in mind and then try proposing 
new prices. If the prices are frur and reason
able, the plans won't have to be mandatory. 
I challenge those in charge to set the prices 
at a level where they're comfortable enough 
to make the plans optional for everyone. 
Let the free market reign. • 

Coker is comidering starti>tg a studwt housinx ami 
dining mckct. 'fbat$ det~rly ~uherr the money i;. 

Dimm this article at amp.utdaliaJ..cdu! 
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Don't aste inter 
Ideas and tips to help you make the most of the holiday season 

by ryan henry 
rwhenry06@'yahoo.l~Orn 

Ok guys, how many of you realize 
the semester is coming to a close? All of 
you? That makes sense. Like me, I'm sure 
you've been counting down the days until 
Christmas since the last day of summer. 
So, now T have to ask, what are you do
ing with your mond1 of glorious freedom? 
You don't know? Really? 

Well, while I was trying to tackle this 
same problem, I came up with a few pos
sible solutions, pending budgetary re
straints. 

1he first option is for all of us who 
have little to no money to spend; watch
ing movies. I love movies, and d1is holiday 
season features a number of good ones. 
Flicks from Quantum rf Solace (the new 
James Bond movie) and Role Model.r, to 
Bolt and 1he Day the Earth Stood Stiff are 
coming out this holiday season. 

Now many of you are probably think
ing, "But Ryan, after tickets and conces
sions, I've already spent $40! That doesn't 
sound very low budget to me!" 1l1at may 
be true, but there arc a number of low 
budget ways to see d1ese great films. 

Around Richardson, the Regal Key
stone sells tickets for $4.75 everyday be
tween 4-6pm, roughly half-priced when 
compared to primetime showings. Also, 
d1e Cinernark Plano Movies 10 on Coit 
has $0.75 Tuesdays. Granted, the 75 cent 
shows are movies that have already been 
out a wllile (read: not first run movies), but 
this is still a great opportunity to see that 
movie that you had been meaning to see, 
but never had the time. 

A rewarding way to spend your holiday 
time is through volunteering. A lot of or
gani<-ations arc looking for additional vol
unte::ers during the holiday season. Meals 
on Wheds and any number of homeless 
shelters need people to help distribute 
food, especially during the cold holiday 
months. A lot of charities also host din
ners and events around this time as fund 
raising events and would probably apprc-

ciate your help in any capacity as they pre
pare for them. 

If watching movies and volunteer
ing don't sound like your c..-up of tea, then 
you can always try to reconnect with high 
school friends. I always try to hang out 
wiili a couple people from my high school 
over the holidays. 

Hanging out with old friends has two 
benefits. Hrst, it costs little to no money 
(after all, since when did tv and 

For those people who truly enjoy skiing 
and have a ton of money to spend, Aspen, 
Breckenridge, or Beaver boast some of the 
best skiing in North America. Along with 
iliat comes $100 a day lift tickets and in
credibly expensive lodging, but I guess you 
get what you pay for. 

However, skiing is not beyond the bud
get of the average college student if you 
plan a group trip. I have organized and 

in a number of ski · 

Ryan hitting the slopes ... kind of. Photo courtesy of Steph Bcuiilion. 

playing videogames cost money), and sec- my last three years that accommodated as 
ond, it means you have a second (or d1ird little as 9 people and as many as 25, and I 
or fourth) person to help with more ideas. would like to mink I have been reasonably 

This is the absolute cheapest thing to successful at it. 
do this winter, mainly because chilling Here are a few things to remember if 
and rela.xing is not only fun but also af- you decide to plan a trip: first, the more 
fords you some of that much needed rest people the better. Many places offer group 
that you missed during the school year. rates to larger groups, and it also gives you 
I'm talking to you Biochcm majors! more people to split up the gas money on 

There are a number of other winter the way there. 
sports iliat you can do. Ice-skating is al- Second, drive whenever possible. As 
ways a popular one. There arc a nun1ber long as you are going to New Mexico, 
of .places in the area, like the G alleria Colorado, or Utah and you aren't going 
mall, that offer indoor skating if for some alone, it is always more cost effective to 
strange reason you can't find a frozen pond drive. 
anywhere in the Dallas region. 1hird, you should consider getting 

My personal favorite winter activity is a place with a kitchen and buying food 
snowboarding. However, this can be pro- ingredients here in Texas, where iliey are 
hibitively expensive. One of the cheaper much, much cheaper. Condos are gener
places to go is W olf Creek, Colorado, but ally the best way to make sure that you 
there is very little for any non-skier to do have a kitchen. When buying food, you 
willie everyone else is out on the slopes. should see if you know anyone that has 

a membership to Sam's or Costco as they 
sell food at a lower price for larger groups 
of people. 

Lodging and lift tickets will take up 
most of your budget. Fortunately, by stay
ing a little further out (we usually stay a 
15-20 minute drive away from the moun
tain) you can save upwards of $100 a 
night. 

Also, if you think that you might want 
to go multiple times (like over spring break 
as well), it may be more cost effective to 
buy a season pass, as most of them pay for 
themselves after 10 days of skiing. 

One of ilie most overlooked aspects of 
planning a trip is the types of runs on ilie 
mountain. If you are going with a bunch 
of people iliat don't know the difference 
between toe-side and heel-side, then you 
should make sure iliat the mountain has 
plenty of wide-open green (easy) runs. 

Knowing a kind soul who is willing to 
teach you how to eiilier ski or snowboard 
can save the hundreds of dollars that you 
would spend on professional instruction. 
That being said, sometimes it is more 
beneficial to have an instructor teach you 
in order to avoid any undue strain that 
friends teaching friends might incur. 

Skiing has the perception of being a 
passtimc for rich yuppies, but wiili a big 
group and a litde planning, it's an af
fordable way for everyone to have a great 
time. 

I again want to stress the importance of 
volunteerisrn during ilic holidays. Movies, 
skiing, and hanging out are all fun ways to 
spend your break, but the incredibly re
warding feeling of knowing you're making 
a difference is truly invaluable. 

One of the downsides ofliving in Texas 
is that we miss out on many of the quintes
sential Christmas experiences, like a white 
Christmas, snowball fights, and sledding 
to name a few. The lack of snow means 
that we Texans are forced to get creative 
when it comes to Christmas plans. I hope 
that at least one of my ideas will make 
your Christmas a litde less boring. 

Ryan's favorite winter activity actually 
involves 1 part Christmas spirits, 

1 part Christmas cheer, and J par!.r eggnog. 
Oism.<s this article at am/>.utdal/as,edu! 
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It's totally OK, but not for the reasons you might think 
• • .. · ., ... # ••• ... · . . . . . . . _,.. 

* • • •• 

by richard badgett 
richard.badgert@gmaiLcom 

Whether it's through the exploits ofPZ 
Myers (whose writing served as the inspi
ration fo r thjs article) or the political com
mentary of Danish cartoonists, we're re
minded constantly of the special treatment 
Islam receives f rom the global media. 

Phrases like "you need to be more roler
ant," or"don't intentionally provoke them," 
come out when anyone cri ticizes Islam , 
its tenets, or its fo llowers. Given the reac-
6on of many of those followers (the fatwa 
against Salman Rushd ie for instance) it 
might appear reasonable to treat Islam as 
a special case, an issue around which we 
must all tread on eggshells for fear of re
prisal. 

To that I say phooey. Muslims aren't 
ignorant savages who can't handle imel
lectual criticism, and the well-meaning 
but ultimately misguided and patronizing 
attempts of the left to "shield" Islam f rom 
criticism are not only wrong-headed, but 
degrading. 

Hrst, all belief, all faith, all scientific the

ory, everything must be subject to scrutiny. 
N othing is sacred. Which, is a real problem 
for not just Islam, but all religions, because 
sacred is exactly what they purport to be. 
But the reality is that in a free-thinking 
democratic society people must be allowed 
to question any and all beliefs and draw 
their own conclusions. 

Mter examining the issues, an indi
vidual may decide that some things really 
are sacred and become a genuine believer, 
but those who disagree must be allowed to 
view all beliefs through a critical lens. 

Up to now we've unveiled a general cri

tique of people who try to shield religion 
from criticism. It's simply not a good road 
to go down if a society is at aU concerned 
with free thought and free expression. 
But I'd Li ke to address the idea that Islam 
specifically needs to be handled with kid 
gloves and that Islan1 and its adherents are 
incapable of receiving criticism, or tolerat
ing dissent. This idea is not onJy patently 
false - it's insulting. 

A reasonable mob of somewhat miffed Muslims takes to the streets and demands rational discourse. Photoillustration by Richard Badgett 

Historically, Islam has been one of the 
world's most tolerant religions. While Eu
rope was in th e throes of unimaginably 
destructive religious warfare, the Ottoman 
Empire - a quasi- theocratic state - ruled 
large numbers of Christian vassals in peace 
and prosperity. The story of the Ottoman 
Empire is most certainly not without vio
lence, but it was a state grounded in tolera
t ion. 

The Balkan states, which today are so 
synonymous with religious strife and per
secution, were, under Ottoman rule, one of 
the safest, most tolerant places in all of Eu
rope, with minority Christians even rising 
to positions of influence and importance 
in the Sultan's court. Islamic scholars were 
making advances in natural and ethical 
philosophy for centuries. Anyone who tries 
to explain to you that Islam is somehow 
different because of its history or politics 
simply has no w1dcrstanding of that histo
ry. Radical political Islam is relatively new, 
at least on the scale we see it today. 

Returning to today, Islam has developed 
a reputation for violence and extremism. 
1'he Danish cartoons come to mind. There 
were riots, protests, bombings, and cries for 
the beheading of people who would dare 

blaspheme against the prophet. All of these 
things happened in Syria, in Mghanistan, 
in Indonesia, but not here. Why? It's be
cause there is no peculiarly violent charac
ter to Islam that all Muslims share. 

Muslims in Akron, Ohio didn't protest 
in the streets and demand the heads of the 
cartoonists. They continued to live their 
lives and reflected on what they viewed 
as an inflammatory and offensive act. But 
they didn't bomb embassies, or burn effi 
gies of the president. The people who did 
those things live under brutally oppressive 
governments in desperately poor areas of 
the world. \Vhat you saw was "the straw 
that broke the camel's back."The riots and 
death threats may have been overtly reli
gious, but they were more socio-economic 
than anything else. Anywhere you see po
litical instability and poverty you'U find 
people who don't need much to push them 
over the edge. 'This is true of Catholics in 

South America, H indus in Kashmir, and of 
course all sides in Northern Ireland. 

It isn't that tl1e faith of Musli ms in
structs them to behave with violence and 

outrage, it's that many countries with large 
Muslim populations are developing na
tions with dysfunctional governments and 

failing economies. As Ireland's prosperity 
has grown, its sectarian violence has di
minished. As affluence and stability spread 
to Europe foJlo,ving the 30 years war, reli
gious pretexts for violence became less and 

less frequent. 
As the Muslim world enters the 21st 

century and its societies become more 
democratic and their economies more ro
bust, people will stop thinking of Islam as 

a singularly violent religion. The reality is 
that all religions are vioknt, if the people 
who believe them are pushed to the brink 
by other factors. 

So the next time some ultra- left wing, 
politically-correct jerk tells you not to 
criticize Islam , accept that they're probably 
well-intentioned but realize that, ultimate
ly, their rebuke of you is a sign of their own 
paternalism and ignorance. Islam doesn't 
deserve special treatment. Muslims aren't 
frightened children whose hands we nt:ed 
to hold and whom we can never criticize. 
Islam is a vibrant religion with intelligent 
followers, and it deserves to be treated as 

such.• 

Rithard ptltrom Z£'.< e11cryone. /Ill I be ''"'•'· 
Disctm this artide at amf>.Jtldlllla;.edtJ! 
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Christmas in July Literally 
Advertising hits early as consumers are more worried about stocks than stockings 

by mary horvath 

Ir used robe that everyone could enjoy their holidays 
one at :a time. 1--lrst Halloween, then Thanksgiving, then 
Christmas. Advertisements for Christmas wouldn't 
start umil the day after Thanksgiving, lovingly known 
as Blark Friday, allowing the consumer ro finish that 
last bite of a 20-pound turkey and start looking at the 
Christmas lists. Recently, I've been noticing more and 
more ads starting as early as Halloween. 

Companies have started their Christmas advertising 
so much earlier consumers cannot even blink before a 
new holiday or sale is shown. While shopping recently 
I noticed entire stores dedicated to Christmas decora
tions. Thanksgiving hadn't even occurred, and we were 
already being encouraged to buy C hristmas items. At 
Dolhr Tree the Christmas wrapping paper, toys, and 
candies outnumbered the other useful items. 

It saddens me to see Thanksgiving run over and 
pushed aside like that last bit of turkey you just can't 
finish. What happened to the cartoons about Thanks
giving (Hey Arnoldi. Anyone? Or the adorable Rugrats 
Thanksgiving episode?), the plays about how the pil
grims and Native Americans joined together to cel
ebrate the first good harvest year for the pilgrims (this 
was before the pilgrims ruthlessly killed all the Native 
Americans and stole their land), and the cheesy cos
tumes made by kindergartners out of brown paper bags 
and construction paper? 

Thanksgiving is the one holiday with no real reli
gious connotation people around the United States 
could celebrate together in harmony, without worrting 
about offending anyone. Saying "Happy Thanksgiving" 
is never offensive (except maybe to those Native Ameri
cans who want their land back). 

I'm not alone in my opinion about Christmas adver-

Sooner or later all the holidays are going co be wearing the same hat. Photolllustration by Liam Skoyles 

rising. Stuart Elliot of The New York Times published notation and is now just a holiday for consumers to 
an article back in September about the increase in ad- spend their year's savings. Even still, it should not be 
vertising in the nation. According to his article, the shoved down everyone's throats. 
increase in advertising is due to our failing economy, Our nation is a diverse one, with many religions, not 
with advertisers wanting consumers to buy more for the just C hristianity. All the attention lavished on Christ
holidays. mas makes people of other religious affiliations feel 

This is a time when people arc known to splurge on alienated from the mainstream United States culture. 
gifts and decorations anyway. With the value of a dollar I'm not saying that Christmas ads arc wrong. I'm 
falling rapidly, marketers want rhc consumers to know Catholic, although liberal, and I love the holidays. I 
that cheap Christmas gifts are available if you start even stocked up on holiday crafts to decorate my apart
early. ment, and my mother and I already have plans for Black 

Cnristmas, though, should stay in November and Friday Christmas shopping, but all the early advertising 
December, not October and September. Advertisers is just sickening sometimes. 
are forcing a religious holiday onto people. Although I'd like to turn on the TV in October and watch 
Christmas, for the most part, has Jost all religious con- Halloween ads, not Christmas ads. l'm sick of consumer 

America even though I myself am part of the problem. 
I am wake up around 4 a.m. on Black Friday in order 

Christmas, though, should stay in November and December, not 
October and September. Advertisers are forcing a religious holiday 
onto people. Although Christmas, for the most part, has lost all 
religious connotation and is now just a holiday for consumers to 
spend their year's savings. Even still, it should not be shoved down 

to spend my mother's money on clothes, even though I 
have perfectly good clothing. 

Take what you will out of this article, but please 
wait until at least Thanksgiving before you starr singing 
about a holly jolly Christmas. • 

everyone's throats. 

'' 
M11ry levi'S pumpkin pie ... why woni you save tbe 

pie!! For the lo'l•e ofturktys J'tWt! the pir!!! 
Dimm this article at tiJ!.!/>-!!15!..~ 
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• 1story o eroes 
Don't ;"udge the past ;·ust by today's standards 

by ben dower 
kaiscr.bcnjamin@grn<til.c.om 

H arvey Dent once told me, "You either die a hero or 
live long enough to see yourself become the villain." 

I would add a third possibility to that- becoming 
a villain after you die. If judged by today's standards, 
even the greatest of our historical heroes become 
monsters. Thomas Jefferson owned slaves, Abraham 
Lincoln suspended habeas corpus and opposed racial 
equality, rlheodore Roosevelt was an imperialist and 
vocal eugenics supporter, and FDR imprisoned tens 
of thousands of American citizens simply because 
of their ethnic background. You can't tell me many 
Presidents before 1900 would have been in favor of 
women's suffrage. 

lf anyone tried to do these things today or simply 
expressed the views these individuals held, they would 
be viewed as extremists and dangerous radicals. Yet 
these people, our national legends, arc at the heart 
of an incredible amount of American pride and even 
nostalgia. VIle tell stories about them to our children, 
stories that may not even be true! 

"See, T immy, even though George '"-'ashington cut 
down his father's cherry tree, and he knew his t}lthe:: r 
would be mad, he was honest and 'couldn't tell a lie."' 

If we know these people are bad by the standards 
we use to judge our peers and leaders, why do we idol
ize them? 

One answer is the idea of historical context. This 
argument states that it isn't fair to judge everyone by 
today's values. 1homas Jeftcrson wrote the Declara
tion of Independence and put America on the path to 
greatness with the Louisiana Purchase. Abraham Lin
coln was in favor of abolishing slavery (or at least, he 
was by the end of the Civil War), and so he was still 
progressive, e::ven though he opposed interracial mar-

( ( ... I'm all for cutting George 
Washington some slack for 
not being right on every 
issue. George Wallace, on the 
other hand, gets absolutely no 
sympathy from me.. 11 

George Nixington has an excuse co become Two Face. 
Photoillustration by Mac Hird, images courtesy of Flikr. 

riages. Theodore Roosevelt was a Social Darwinist, but 
he was also the first president to advocate female po
litical rights active!)~ and he created the national park 
system. 

After all, since today's leaders are simply operat
ing from the perceptions of their time, we should not 
judge others harshly for doing the same thing. We 
cannot expect the people of the past to conform to 
our understanding of right and wrong any more than 
we could ask Pre::sident George W. Bush or President
elect Barack Obama to govern from the paradigm of 
those living 100 years in the hlture. 

However, there is a risk in excusing people as 
merely "the product or their times." Just because 
sornc activity falls within mainstream behavior, 
doesn't make it actually ok. Slavery was horrendous, 

i ( If judged by today's 
standards, even the greatest 
of our historical heroes 
become monsters. ' ' and just because it happened 300 years ago doesn't 

make it any less a crime. VVe certainly don't think 
that the modern genocides in D arfur arc okay b~·
cause "that's just how the culture is over there." We 
still condemn those responsible when a worn<lll is 
stoned to death for adultery or when someone is pLlt 
to death tor converting to a different religion, regard
less of the traditions in that area. 

\Vhen allowing for some histOrical and even cul
tural objectivity, we must avoid the danger of sh rug
ging oft· past wrongs, such as tbe forced relocation and 
genocide of the Native American peoples or f(>rced 
segregation of African Americans, anJ thinking thai· 
such horrible injustin:: is all in the past. i\frcr ali, it 
was only 41 years ago that a Caucasian and an African 
American were legally f<>rbidden to marry each or her 
in several states. For me, that dare is simply mind
blowing. 

At what point should people "know better," >llld 

who gets to make that caiJ? Just because sornethiug 
happene::d in the past does not make it mnoral, outside 
the realm of earthly judgment. 

That said, I'm all lor cutting George \11/ash.inl!;ton 
S~)lne slack for nol being right on every issue. George 
\Vallacc, Governor of Alabama in 1963, on the:: other 
hand, gets absolutely no sympathy from me. \Vhat 
makes them differe nt? Maybe it comes down to who 
stood in the way of progress. :Maybe it's ~imply the 
quantity of good deeds that outweigh the negatives. 

Ultimately, though, I believe fair jud)!,mcnt requires 
both knowledge of historical context and scruLiny 
from today's standards. To adopt either view exclu
sively would be to commit to an incomplete under
standing of who these people were and what they did. 
To the extent that our national heroes stood for prog
ress and advancement, they should be:: admired, even if 
some of their beliefs haven't stood the rest or time. 

As H arvey D ent karned lhe hard w;~y, it is ditlicult 
to be a decent man in an indecent time::. Hut thar: i:-, 
stiiJ no excuse to become Two Face. • 

Br11 Do v..·,•, i< trying to rriJ'IIriliz,· "" th.- /'~J'IIf<mtr 

~/'flh• D,11-!; 1\uight. l>trt .. . 
Dismss tbis article iilllmp.uMulliiS.t!ilu' 
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Why the Freedom of Choice Act only lives up to part of its name 

by karen hinkley 
kmlt048000@urriaUas.edu 

"TI1e first thing I'd do as president is 
sign the Freedom of Choice Act. lhat's 
the first thing I'd do." Such was the 
promise that President-elect Barack 
Obama made ro the Planned Parent
hood Action Fund on July 17,2007. 

Ironically, the Freedom of Choice 

PLANNED PARENTHOOD 

Act (FOCA) would take away every 
state's freedom to enforce or enact 
laws that a large majority of Ameri
cans support, including bans on par
tial-birth abortion, parental consent 
requirements, waiting periods, in
formed consent laws, among other 
things. It would also inhibit indi
vidual choice in religious and moral 
decisions concern ing abortion. 

FOCA would revoke every pa
rental consent law on the books. In 
a time when a sixteen-year-old can
not be given Tylenol by a school 
muse without parental consent, the 

WAITING ROOM 

Parental Consent laws aren't always frivolous. illustration by Jordon Batura 

thought of a 13 year-old being given 
an abortion without the knowledge 
of her parents is ludicrous. Parental 
consent laws not only give parents 
a say in and knowledge of medical 
procedures performed on their chil
dren, they also help to protect the 
child from sexual abuse. 

For instance, there was a recent 
case in Cincinnati in which a 14 
year-old girl was accompanied by 
her 21 year-old soccer coach to a 
Planned Parenthood clinic. He had 
been having sexual relations with her 
since she was 13, had impregnated 
her, and wanted her to have an 
abortion. 

The clinic disregarded parental con
sent laws by merely calling the soccer 
coach's cell phone number (without 
an answer) and failing to verify that 
he was her parent before performing 
the abortion. Had the girls' parents 
not later found out about the abor
tion through other means, the soccer 
coach would never have been convict
ed of seven counts of sexual battery. 

FOCA would also tre<tt the "right'' 
to abortion the same as the rights es
tablished by the United States Consti
tution, such as the freedom of speech 
and freedom of the press. 

Interestingly, Obama and sup
porters of FOCA in Congress would 
choose to accomplish this through 
passing legislation rather than actual
ly attempting ro amend the Constitu
tion. The legislation would supl'!rsede 
any law or policy that might reduce 
the immediate availability of abor
tion to all citizens. All restrictions on 
federal funding of abortion would be 
lifted. 

That would open the door for un
limited tax funding of abortion, forc
ing you and me to pay for it even if 
it goes against our religious or moral 
beliefs. 

1t would also enable civil action 
against private hospitals that do not 
provide abortions, individual doctors 
who choose not to because ot' religi ous 
or moral beliefs, anJ even churches 
or other organizations who promote 
views opposing abortion. 

(( The hypocrisy 
of both the name 
of the act and its 
stated purpose 
is hard to miss. 
''Freedom of 
Choice" has no
thing to do with it. '' 

FOCA goes well beyond mak
ing abortion available for those who 
choose it; it crams abortion down the 
throats of those who oppose it. 

Despite the freedom of religion 
provided by the Constitution, many 
individuals could be forced to choose 
between committing acts that go 
against their beliefs and losing their 
jobs. 

Perhaps the most questionable ef
fect of FOCA is its possible negation 
ofbans on partial-birth abortion. Jn a 
partiaJ-birth abortion a baby is killed 
by having its brains sucked out during 
the delivery process . All partial-birth 
abortions were outlawed in 2003. ' lbat 
decision has since been upheld by the 
Supreme Court, in part due to the 
testimonies of several doctors who ex
plained rhat under no circumstances 
is partial - birth abortion needed for 
or able to add to the health of the 
mother. 

Abortions are already legal and 
available in America to those who 
choose to have them.111ere is no need 
to push such radical legislation on 
the large number of Americans who 
strongly believe that abortion is mur
der. The hypocrisy of both the name 
of the act and its stated purpose is 
hard ro miss. "Freedom of Choice" has 
nothing to do with it. • 

/\arm hopu thir le!{islation 1<Jil/ 0( aborted soon. 
Dismss this art ide at amp.utdnllas.edl{! 
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If you can't stand the heat, get out of the kiln 

by ben connors 
bcnjamin.connors@gmail.com 

Meredith put brown speckles and 
a super-shim: glaze on her plate before 
placing her signature blue swirl at the 
bottom. She drew her finger along the 
edge, its soft clay upturned. She didn't 
care to fix it, chalking it up to the char
acter of the dish. With a toss the plate 
fell into the fire of the kiln with colors 
of deep blue and bright white twinkling 
through the kiln window. She hung her 
apron with the weathered clothes in the 
closet near the row of kilns and watched 
her now-full kiln. 1his creation was tak
ing far longer than her normal works of 
miniature tea sets and small balls of dull 
red clay. 

She questioned the addition of a new 
plate to her kitchen, "would a plate like 
this fit in my rowdy kitchen?" This vi
brant young plate wouldn't work in her 
kitchen, much less in her life. "I don't 
need this," she thought out loud. "You 
what?" the attendant asked. "My kitchen 
isn't a good place for this plate." "Is that 
really the point? Don't people just like to 
come in here and have a good time mak
ing things out of clay and then go home 
and take care of them?" asked the atten
dant. "Just take my plate out of the kiln, I 
don't want it." Meredith said, angered by 
the attendant's ignorance. 

Jill's kitchen was bare save for a few 
ashtrays' she had made as a kid and a 
small saucer made on her last night of 
summer camp. The gentle glow of the 
plate in the kiln finally seemed to fulfill 
her needs. "Is it good for you?" the atten
dant broke into her daydream. "What?" a 
perplexed Jill questioned. "The tempera
ture, is the temperature of the kiln good 
for you?" "Oh, yes, its just perfect," said 
Jill before looking back into the kiln.1he 
attendant smiled playfi.illy "G reat!" After 
checking the temperature the attendant 
left Jill alone. 

Diane and Francis both worked a 
clay vase. Diane's hand was ~:,ruided by 
Francis, who pushed it firmly into the 

grit of the clay. The ridges spun past as 
Diane clawed at the surface, inlaying a 
spiral. The mouth of the vase slumped 
over as the wheel slowed. Diane felt the 
imperfections spoke well for the vase's 
character. "We should really try to fix 
this." Francis obviously did not feel the 
vase's character benefited from the cleft 
lip. "Why, its how things worked out. We 
shouldn't try to change that." D iane was 
adamant about this. Francis acquiesced, 
"Alright, I'll love whatever you make." 

( ( Underneath 
the yellow street 
light behind the kiln 

shop, they placed 
their creation into 
a dumpster; on top 
of ceramics trade 
magazines and clay-

covered rags. ' ' 

"I've asked you nicely. Now take my 
plate out of the kiln." Meredith, now 
shaking, attempted to move the atten
dant. ''I'm sorry ma'am, but I can't take 
something out of the kiln while the kiln 
is on." The attendant was clearly un
moved. Meredith, pushed to tears, pled 
with the attendant "I can't have this 
plate - I have to get rid of it!" "I'm sorry. 
It's too late; we can't pull anything out of 
the kiln right now." After the attendant's 
last rebuke, Meredith grabbed her apron 
from the closet, threw it to the ground, 
and prepared her tool. The attendant at
tempted to stop her, but she overpow
ered him. With a crack M eredith felled 
the attendant. She ripped the kiln open 
with her coat hanger, releasing her plate 
and the fiery inferno within the kiln 
onto herself. Badly burned, she threw 
the plate to the ground. The unfinished 
plate bent and partially broke as it hit 
the ground. A plate and a plate owner 
were lost in the madness. 

Diane was glowing at the sight of the 
new addition to her household, a quirky 

"Mom's gonna kill me for this." Photo courtesy of wikimedia commons 

vase she made with her boyfriend Fran- her grades and her place as captain of 
cis. He was not so pleased. His eyes the cheerleading team. Walking around 
were fixed upon the imperfection. What with a plate would also put a hamper on 
would his friends and coworkers think her love life. What guy wants to date a 
of his vase? How could he face any of teenager so involved in handcrafts? The 
them? He knew the world would be hard ring of the kiln's timer brought Jill out 
and unprepared for this vase. "Diane, we of her daydream. While the attendant 
aren't capable of owning this vase. What monitored her plate's cooling, Jill raced 
about our parties? This is fragile. How through ideas about what to do. Where 
would this vase fit in our life?" Mter was she going to put this plate? Could 
listening to Francis, Diane was visibly she just get rid of it? Jill knew she could 
shaken. never abandon a plate, especially one as 

She knew Francis was right. There cute as this. The attendant handed Jill 
wasn't enough room in either of their her finished plate. ''I'm sure this plate is 
lives for this vase. She didn't know how going to a good home."Jill's steel resolve 
to explain this vase to anyone she knew. broke down as she wept in front of the 
Diane and Francis looked at each oth- attendant. She ran out of the shop with 
cr. Francis fi.mowed his brow. Francis her plate. As she sat down on the sharp 
knew what needed to be done for both gravel of the parking lot, a gentle old 
of them. Underneath the yellow street woman walked up to Jill. "Oh dear, what 
light behind the kiln shop, they placed on earth is wrong?" cooed the old wom
their creation into a dumpster, on top an. "I can't keep this plate, and I don't 
of ceramics trade magazines and clay- know what to do." Jill sniffled. "Well I 
covered rags. Holding back tears, Diane would love to have a new plate," replied 
was led to her car, and the couple drove the old woman. 
slowly back home. The woman gently opened the plate 

As the firing time for Jill 's plate was packaging and caressed the ridge of the 
coming to an end, she began to have plate. This plate would have a second 
pangs of regret. J iU knew her parents chance. • 
would be angry if she came home with 
this plate. Her parents would want to 
know how she was going tO continue 
her interest in pottery while maintaining 

Bm Connors irn,cntcd a time machine, w ent to 

20,000 B. C. and invmted allegory. Trur .ltury. 

Diswss this article at am,e.uttlalltL!.etlu! 
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Guns + Campus 
by mac hird 

mac.hird@studenr.urdallas.edu 

The next session of the Texas Legislature is still more 
than a month away, butJeffWentworth, R-San Antonio, 
has already said that he will be introducing legislation 
to allow concealed handguns to be carried on college 
campuses across the state. Under the current laws, even 
those licensed by the state to carry concealed handguns 
may not bring their weapons onto university campuses. 
About 1 percent of people in Texas are licensed to carry 
a concealed handgun, so odds are good at least one 
person in each of your classes would become eligible 
ro carry their gun to class under the new laws. Frankly, 
the thought of going to school with people carrying 
handguns upsets me, though not for the reasons you 
might expect. 

The most knee-jerk opposition to allowing guns on 
campus would be on the grounds of increased potential 
for accidents on campus. Let's be realistic though; firearm 
accidents are rare after proper instruction, and those 
who are licensed to carry handguns undergo rigorous 
training and are extremely safe with their weapons. The 
risk of accidents is not what is most frightening about 
having guns on campus. 

Allowing guns would drastically change the spirit of 
education on a university campus. A critical and unique 
aspect of university is learning through the discussion of 
ideas both between students and professors, as well as 
between peers. 

Discussions, as we all know, can become heated when 
opposing sides disagree strongly with each other. Now 
imagine that the person you arc arguing so heatedly 
with could have a gun. Might this fact creep into the 
back of your mind and change the way you interact with 
your classmates? 

It just isn't reasonable for people to expect the same 

( ( Concealed handguns are 
gr-eat for defending yourself 
when you are in a dangerous 
situation. but t hat kind of 
defense isn't necessary on 
campus, especially when it 
compromises the university. 

'' 

environment of intellectual freedom at a university 
campus when someone next to them could be carrying 
a weapon. Carrying a concealed weapon implies that a 
person is ready to use that weapon, so it isn't unreasonable 
for people to curtail their opinions in fear. H owever 
unlikely it is that a disagreement would escalate enough 
that there might actually be some violence, it is possible 
and could limit the risks that students are willing to . 
take. Risks which are essential to the college learning 
experience. Even professors could be affected, changing 
their opinions on grades when the angry student 
confronting them might have a weapon. 

Whileoncampus,everyoneexpectsasafeenvironment. 
H ere at UTO, we have entrusted our safety to the UTD 
Police. It is their job to keep the campus safe, and they 
have been trained for months on exactly how to do so. 
No matter how much safety training a citizen has before 
being allowed to carry a handgun, I will always feel safer 
letting only the police carry firearms on campus. 

Concealed handguns are great for defending yourself 
when you are in a dangerous situation, but that kind of 
defense isn't necessary on campus, especially when it 
compromises the university. 

During their time here, students are taught to 
defend their ideas with justifications and explanations. 
Students should be challenging each other's beliefs 
so that everyone can defend their positions and form 
coherent reasons for their values. Hiding behind any 
sort of physical defense, instead of a defense of ideas and 
values, will circumvent this process of self-education. 

The effort for possession of concealed guns on 
campuses seems to be a reaction to ever more school 
shootings across the country, and many believe allowing 
students to carry weapons would be a large deterrent to 
anyone thinking of bringing a gun to a school in Texas. 
But school shooters are not reasonable people: They 
don't tend to think rationally about their circumstances. 
This would not be an effective deterrent of crime. 

Furthermore, with only 1 percent of citizens licensed 
to carry concealed weapons, only that 1 percent would 
benefit from allowing guns onto campus. Only those 
carrying a weapon will feel more secure; for those without 
a concealed carry license, campus would have the exact 
same level of safety. Allowing this small percentage 
of people to feel safer is not worth compromising the 
learning environment for the rest of the student body. 

This issue is really about keeping campus a safe area 
for intellectual growth. Allowing concealed handguns on 
campus would make the 1 percent licensed to carry feel 
more secure. However, the other 99 percent of campus 
would feel less secure in fully expressing their ideas and 
opinions. Appeasing 1 percent of people is not worth 
hindering the learning and personal growth that occur 
on campus. • 

Mat Hird oftm gtts intq /xattd dtl>ateJ about math ... 
Cn!tulw gun hollies are not(()()/ man, not t()()/. 

Discuss Ibis article at Rmp.utda/{JU,tdu! 

D ECEMBER 2008 

Gun restrictions on campus don't refer to chainsaws ... loophol 
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by billy easley 
billyeaslcy2@gmail.com 

Safety is the foundation of liberty. Safety is the 
prerequisite for progress, collegiate or otherwise. In 
any environment, if people a.re unable to feel secure, 
their ability to work productively will be compromised 
to some degree. It is with this principle in mind that 
I advocate the position that UTD, and indeed every 
college; should give the students the ability to provide 
themselves with that safety which so many colleges have 
failed to provide by allowing students with concealed 
handgun licenses to carry guns on campus. 

School shootings are no longer limited to high 
schools, and are increasingly occurring in collegiate 
environments. In 2008, there have been at least four 
shooting incidents that have occurred in college 
settings. We've seen the tragedies: At Louisiana 
Technical College two are killed and the death toll goes 
up to three when the shooter turns the gun on herself; 
at Northern Illinois University six are killed, including 
the shooter, and 18 are injured. Just one year ago, 33 
students were killed in the Virginia Tech massacre. To 
be sure, these are punctuations of violence, not trends. 
But the unpredictability of these events is what causes 
them to be so dangerous. Their unpredictability is also 
critical to the reason that allowing concealed handguns 
on campus is one of the most viable solutions to these 
seemingly random streaks of violence. 

The arguments against concealed handguns on 
campus that arc based on the assumption that people 
will need to be worried about being shot by classmates 
is simply fear mongering. It has been proven that those 
licensed to carry firearms act with great caution and 
responsibility, and the chance that any accidents will 
occur is extremely small. 

Realizing this, opponents of possession of concealed 
handguns on campus pose a more intriguing argument 
that concealed handguns diminish the capability for the 
collegiate environment to foment scholastic learning. 
Some have argued students would stifle their arguments 
and opinions when the people around them might 
have a handgun. I'll agree to a certain degree that an 
environment in which people have weaponry is stifling 
- in the same manner my tongue might be stifled from 
voicing controversial opinions when I'm at a gun range 
or in a police department. . 

These arguments come down to a simple question 
though. Which is more important to the student body: 
a presupposition about a possible effect on debate in 
the collegiate environment or an assured increase in 
safety? Before you answer that question, realize the 
number of people who would have concealed handguns 

SOCIAL COMMENTARY 

ii 
The duty of a college 

is not limited to educating 
the student population. It 
extends to protecting them .... 
I advocate the position that 
safety and education go hand 
in hand- increasing one only 
benefits the other. 

'' on campus would be severely limited to begin with; 
most of the student body is under 21, the minimum age 
requirement to carry a concealed weapon in Texas. We 
will not be a campus of gunslingers. We'll be a campus 
which allows select individuals to defend themselves 
and those around them in the case of a tragic event. 

That 1 percent of the population that would be 
allowed to carry a concealed handgun on campus isn't 
meao.t to be a mere deterrent; it's meant to be a final 
line of defense. As a student, I expect to be protected 
by the campus police, but by no means do I concede 
the right to defend myself by attending UTD. That 1 
percent of the student body that would be carrying a 
concealed handgun is an adequate defense to what has 
prevented college police from being able to stop school 
shootings from occurring: No matter how fast the 
response time for the campus police is, it can't match 
the time it takes for someone to turn off the safety and 
starr taking Uves. A student with a concealed handgun 
could respond in time. In that case, that 1 percent could 
mean the difference between life and death. 

The duty of a college is not limited to educating the 
student population. It extends to protecting them. The 
opposing side argues that allowing concealed weapons 
on campus compromises one of those duties in its 
support of the other. I disagree. I advocate the position 
that safety and education go hand in hand - increasing 
one only benefits the other. By creating a safer 
environment, we allow students to focus on achieving 
those same scholastic achievements that the opposing 
side asserts would be compromised. UTD won't be 
hindered in any way by allowing concealed handguns; 
rather, UTD's capability to teach and secure the student 
body will be in every way enhanced. • 

Billy EaJiey wears a suit ewrytime 
we ue him. flti a classy guy! 

Discws this article at WP,!!ldallqs.et!u! 
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Dead 
Beep ... beep ... beep ... beeeeeeeeeeeeep ........ . 

by liz organ 
Hbs.hahawall@gmrul.com 

Chivalry isn't dead, but it isn't thriv
ing either. It's on life support, not really 
breathing on its own power and may stay 
that way. It has been badly bruised and 
beaten by the passage of time and chang
ing social norms but kept alive by the few 
who consistently practice it and those 
who act accordingly, because they believe 
it's expected of them. 

There's some genuine merit with clas
sic dating etiquette. Certain actions show 
a man's respect for the woman he is dat
ing, like holding the door open for her 
or pulling out her chair at a restaurant. 
Done out of classical deference to the 
woman, these signs of courtesy demon
strate to her that he appreciates spending 
time with her and is a polite and respect
ful person. 

Courtesy makes women feel more 
comfortable on the date so the two can 
bond more and truly find out what the 
other person is like. Also, a little bit of 
flattery never hurt anyone; women like 
to feel appreciated and valued when they 
are out on a date. 

But dating etiquette can have down
sides, too. Many women feel alienated 
rather than flattered when a man feels 
the need to do everything for her. She 
is perfectly capable of opening doors for 

Chivalry foolishly failed to sign a living will. Photoillustration by Mac Hird 

herself and pulling out her own chair, so 
it is completely unnecessary for the man 
to do these things for her all the time. In 
fact, if he resolutely insists on doing ev
erything, she can feel belittled and even 
babied. The two can never truly treat each 
other as equals if the man constantly 
fusses over the other. It creates a dynam
ic of male dominance in the relationship, 
which does not lead to a healthful and 
mutually respectful bond. 

The best relationships are founded 
on strong friendships first, and strong 
friendships cannot develop while one 
person acts as though he or she is above 
the other. Traditional courtesy can hinder 

the development of that basic friendship 
by placing the man above the woman 
rather than allowing the two to interact 
~l.l equal ground as independent indi
viduals. 

Hence the argument is that chivalry 
is, in a sense, being kept alive against its 
will. The modernizing forces that have 
taken over society, especially the jug
gernaut of feminism, have made chivalry 
more or less irrelevant to a lot people. 
Extreme feminists have even made chiv
alry out to be a villain, framing it as an 
antiquated tool meant to keep women 
from rising up to an equal level in soci
ety as men. 

This extremist position, while a little 
outrageous, does hold a kernel of truth, as 
a surprising number of outrageous state
ments do. For many decades, women have 
been viewed as the weaker sex, incapable 
of providing for themselves, and this view 
to some extent still exists in modern soci
ety. Most would agree, however, that this 
long-standing assumption is simply not 
tme: A weman is just as capable of thriv
ing on her own as she is with a man at 
her side. 

The bond formed by a true relation
ship between a man and a woman can be 
strengthened, though, with the common 
courtesy that chivalry entails, and the as
sertion that such chivalry has no place is 
modern society is unfair. Culturally ac
cepted acts of courtesy are a way to show 
respect for a woman and can even help de
bunk the myth that women are not equal 
to men.This doesn't mean that men should 
be expected to do everything for women, 
jumping to attention every time a woman 
needs something. It can be an even stron
ger statement of equality when the man 
and the woman do things for each other 
(for example, the woman gets to the door 
first so she opens it for the both of them). 

The concept of chivalry may be out
dated, but it still has its value. Society 
does not need to enforce these ideals at 
gunpoint, but it should keep its basic no
tions of male-female courtesy alive. Don't 
pull the plug on chivalry just yet. • 

Liz Organ sotmtimes opens doors for dudes and then 
slams them on their f!Ms. Ta/u THAT patriarch! 

Discuss this 11rtick llf qml'·"ttlql/gudu! 

Too much· homework bumming you out? 
School is for Chumps! 

Who needs a diploma when you get 
a t-shirt for working with us? 

Get this and more by joining t he team at amp.utdallas.edu/join 
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.... he or 
Reflections on masturbation 

.. . . -
by connie kao 
connieekao@gmail.com 

topic of masturbation. 
In a modern America obsessed with 

controversy and scandal, something as 
scandalously controversial as masturbation 
ought to be a lot of fun. 

Let's start with some prescriptive diag
noses; if you masturbate too often some
thing is wrong with you. On the other 

So I sit down with my Dasani reverse- hand, if you don't ever do it, something is 
osmosis purified water. My eyes look bigger wrong with you as well. 
through the magnifying lens of my glasses; But what really is masturbation? What 
the only logical reason for this is I'm pay- relation does it have, for instance, to sex? 
ing more attention to them. Anyway, after (Masturbation, according to Princeton.edu 
my cigarette break, it's time to embark on is manual stimulation of the genital organs 
a wonderful learning experience: Human- for sexual pleasure.) 
ity: A Moral History of the Twentieth Cen- - I mean, I'm reading through this sup
fury by Jonathan Glover. Then I changed posedhumanmoralhistory(orlackthereof) 
my mind and decided to think about what in the last century. And what fundamental 
would really intrigue readers of A Modest issue, in a nutshell, are we most concerned 
Proposal. Not morality, people are sick of with? I would have to say sexuality. 
that and they can just go to church and I know you're very confused; I am too. 
get free cookies or coffee or whatever they I just mixed morality with sexuality and 
offer for that. combined it with masturbation. I don't 

But what, then? Something you don't even know if this is school appropriate. 
hear about in church. Time to explore the But then again, why woulqn't it be? 

It's Jane, the masturbasting turkey. Illustration by Scott Ungchusri 

Sexuality is, I know you've heard it before, 
what gave us life. It is, essentially, survival. 
Just like food is. 

So, if I make an extended analogy be
tween food and sex, will you stay with me? 
Did I bait you with my flamboyant claims, 
which I will now back up? 

Let's say that sex occurs in our minds 
quite frequently. If our minds were the in
ternet and our thoughts were search results, 
sex would definitely always be up there. In 
our adolescent minds, at least, it's an al
most perpetual fixture. But it's not alone 

·atop the search lists! Food is also on young 
minds quite often. 

Okay, so we have established the fact 
that sex is quite popular, even if we haven't 
decided if it's moral. But we still haven't es
tablished a firm connection between mas
turbation and sex. Could food help us out 
her~? 

I would say masturbation and sex both 
result in pleasure. I'm going to say that is 
the desired effect. I would say also that 
fast food and expensive dinners result in 

full stomachs. That would be an end re
sult as well. Therefore, according to some 
theorem or another, I can liken things with 
Uke things and say that masturbation is 
equivalent to fast food: cheap, fast, easy, yet 
satisfying. 

And sex would be more on the scale 
of a high class meal; more foreplay hence 
getting dressed up, preparing, more wait
ing such as ordering and then waiting for 
your food. It is also a bit more fulfilling be
cause somehow you are justifying spending 
more money on food that would fill you up 
the same amount. In no way am I even at
tempting to parallel that to prostitution or 
anything of that sort. 

So in short, fast food= masturbation, ex
pensive dinners = sex. Now that you get my 
drift, what does that even mean? I guess 
in a survival state, the end result is what is 
necessary. The ends justify the means. No 
matter how you get to it, you're full, you're 
pleasured. But if you're in some complicat
ing status where that thought would best 
be kept inside, I understand completely. 

That's the whole complex. ls sex sup
posed to be special and sacred? Is it just as 
pleasurable as eating pumpkin pie? Un
fortunately, the mere mention of mastur
bation is enough to kill any normal dinner 
table conversation. So that's as far into 
morality as I care to delve. 

Where are we now? Masturbation is 
fast food for the psyche whereas sex is 
more upscale, more complicated. You 
could be sexually anorexic, or not. De
pending on how you feel towards this 
subject- another topic I'm not qualified to 
discuss further. 

So, it's your turn to figure· -out how. 
moral masturbation is and get back to 
me on that. I , on the other hand,. have 
finished my water and now I'm not so 
confused anymore. Curiosity. It may have 
killed the cat, but satisfaction brought it 
back. Oh, I'm going to loosely connect 
that with reverse osmosis. This is the for
mula for the perfect article. An intro that 
ties back to the end! 

Ho",r gratifying ... • 

C()nnie Ka() might have jttSt written the ffi()Sf read 
article inA M()dest Pr()posal history. 

Discuss this artick at amp.utdallas.edu! 
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Best of Kevin Smith 
This author's picks for the top jive Kevin Smith movies 

by john harding 
jph061000@utdallas.edu 

With last month's release of the wonderful Zack 
and Miri Make a Porno, it finally seemed time to write 
a few words about one of my all- time favorite film
makers, Kevin Smith. Like many others, I grew up 
watching his films, which explains why I knew more 
bad words than any other kid on the playground and 
was able to draw out most of my high school essays to 
more than forty pages. In the mid 90s, Kevin Smith 
brought together comic books, the f word, blatant 
sexual innuendo, angst, and more quotation marks 
than seemed logically possible. H e was able to perfect 
the art of the inappropriate, deeper-than-it-seems 
comedy. But which are his best - or at least my fa
vorites? Let's see. 

5. Zack and M iri M ake a Porno 
"1 get to pick a porn name? Then I want to be 

called ... Pete Jones." 
If you haven't seen Zack and M iri yet and are look

ing for a good comedy, this is the movie to go to while 
it's still in the theaters. Granted, it 's not for everyone, 
but none of Kevin Smith's movies are. You might not 
want to take a first date to see it, or you'll end up 
chasing after her halfway through the movie asking 
what's wrong and feeling not just a little bit like a 
taxi driver. 

Movie poster courtesy of JanJ'!d.SiJe.ncbob.com 

It's a movie about two old friends who decide to 
make a porno together, which they do as you watch 
in horror. Strangely, the most inappropriate scenes 
of this movie are also, in my humble opinion, the 
scenes in which the movie really seems to drag. Over
all though, you'll have a great time, and it stars Seth 
Rogen, who I cannot help but love in every movie he 
is in. 

4. Clerks 
"I'm not even supposed to be here today!" 
I know a lot of people wiU be picketing in the 

streets outside my apartment for not making this 
movie my top pick (or at least I would like to think 
that any readership I manage to garner would be that 
passionate about what I write). 

Clerks is more or less the quintessential Kevin 
Smith movie, as it was his first. And while this movie 
broke all kinds of new ground, it also provided a well 
designed but inchoate formula for his subsequent 
movies to build upon and improve. Thus, I feel his 
later movies are more elaborate, funnier, and simply 
more entertaining. I'm saying Clerks is not an abso
lute mustsee, because it is. It is also one of the best 
debuts of any modern filmmaker. 

3.Dogma 
"Mass genocide is the most exhausting activity one 

can engage in, outside of soccer." 
1his movie was Kevin Srruth's first entry into 

mainstream, primarily thanks to the many stars 
who lent performances to the film, including Selma 
Hayek, Chris Rock, George Carlin, Alan Rickman, 
and of course Matt Damon and Ben Affleck. A con
troversial tale of two angels who were kicked out of 
heaven and now want to re-enter, Dogma is probably 
the most plot-intensive of Smith's movies and was, 
for a long time after I saw it, my favorite as well. 

If you want to see a giant monster made of hu
man excrement, Ben Affleck murdering a burich of 
people and flying around with angel wings, or just a 
fun movie, Dogma is for you. 

2. Chasing Amy 
"What's a Nubian?" 
When asked if he would ever make a science fic

tion movie, Kevin Smith responded, "I already have. 
It's called Chasing Amy." But the only alien inva
sions in this movie involve someone known as "Fin
gercuffs" and a strong attempt to boldly go where no 
man has gone before. 

When you strip ofF all of the layers, you find a 
sweet romantic comedy with great, sometimes over
the-t~p J?:r~~r.m~nces by another wonderful cas~. -~~ . 

Seth Bogen & Elizabeth Banks 
made a movie so titillating that 

we can only show you this drawing. 

~~\M~~~ 

~ - ~ 00 

\1~ ~~ 
Zack and Miri 
m~eapomo 

October 31 
Movie poste r courtesy of zachandmiri.com 

usual, Jason Lee steals the show, but this is a movie 
in which the directing, music, art, comics, and writing 
capture you far more than any single performance. 

l.Mallrats 
"What ... like the back of a Volkswagen?" 
It may be constmed as a slap in the face to the 

concept of artistic merit for me to opt for debatably 
the biggest failure of Kevin Smith's career as his finest 
hour, but good is good, and Mal/rats is great. Follow
ing the critical and unexpected financial success of 
Clerks, Smith and his crew were riding high going 
into their second movie and were able to make it with 
a budget over 200 times as large as Clerks' (which was . 
shot using nothing but personal credit cards). 

A major studio was involved, and everyone was 
ready to see what Kevin Smith's first "real" movie 
would be like. Sadly, box office numbers were dismal, 
and critics dismissed it and Smith entirely. 

H owever, as with so many other box office failures, 
it went on to achieve that golden state of "cult clas
sic,'' and now posters of the movie adorn college dorm 
rooms. After seeing Mal/rats, one cannot help but go 
to the mall early in the morning just to breathe in the 
aroma of commerce and think of better days. a 

When john }larding said he was a movit buff. we 

thought john Harding mearJt hnJJfiS Juil:.ed .. . 
l)isms.r thi.r artide at amp .. utdJJl.las.ed!!l 
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lsobell Campbell & Mark Lanegan 

Sunday at Devil Dirt 
0/2 Records) 

Desolation Wilderness 

White Light Strobing 
(K Records) 

The 

by kaitlin butler 
kaitin.butler@gmail.com 

The oddest pairings sometimes make 
for the most rewarding results; peanut 
butter and chocolate, Harold and Maude, 
and Jimi Hendrix and the National An
them all come to mind. The latest effort·~ 
from Isobell Campbell (formerly of the 
charmingly fey indie-popsters Belle and 
Sebastian) and Mark Lanegan (of grun
ge band Screaming Trees and Qgeens of 
the Stone Age) proves this theory, and 
then some. 

Sunday at Devil Dirt follows the fa
miliar formula of a gravelly, older male 
with a diaphanous female, but with a 
twist: Campbell wrote and produced 

by stuart mcafee 
stuartmcafee@gmail.com 

K Records, an Olympia, Washing
ton-based record label, was built from the 
ground up by Calvin Johnson and a hand
ful of other artists that didn't know quite 
what they were doing. The charm of open
ing an album by the Beat Happening (or 
any of the early K productions) was that 
the approach was against the grain, but 
the music was so noticeably handcrafted 
that, given the proper chance, it was diffi
cult not to identifY with. K quickly became 
an outlet for many amateurish musicians 
and created a cozy space in the alternative 
music industry. 

That being said, Desolation Wilder
ness is not one of those amateurish bands 
by any means, although it's hard to deny 
a certain "human" element in White L ight 
Strobing that makes them deserving of K 

• p1n 
most of the songs on the album. It's a 
sort of reverse-Svengali approach, with 
Campbell coaxing the most out of her 
"proteges"' voice. She allows him to be 
the diva on the album, keeping herself 
content with her role as a vocal back
drop. 

When the .two sing together, the mu-

sical tapestry they create is complex and 
rewarding, leading to some of the best 
moments on the album. Their chemistry 
is palpable, especially in the beautifully 
crafted "Come On Over (Turn Me On)." 
Together, they sing of lying awake wait
ing for the other, and their sexual long-

Records' signature shield. Music as mel
low as this rarely seems worth the time, 
but each song on White Light Strobing 
offers its own reward. 

I was irritated on the first few listens, 
feeling as if the album dropped off about 
halfway through as the songs became less 

and less pop-like; it took a while to reali7..e 
just how appropriate (and K-like) this was 
in context. 

"Leaving Song" makes way for the 
rest of the album: a short arrangement of 
mellow instrumentals that show startling 
restraint and attention to detail. Immedi
ately, "Road Song" sets the pace as the first 
song that isn't initiated by steady cymbal 
and bass and gives the listener severall.iy
ers of instrumentation to get lost in be-
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ycle 
ing burns through the recording. At the 
same time, they somehow maintain the 
lackadaisical bluesy spirit that pervades 
the whole album. 

At times, the album prefers style 
over substance, relying on the tone of 
the vocals to create mood rather than 
on lyrics (which, at times, can be a bit 
cliched). Lanegan's dusty, growling bari
tone is perfectly suited to singing of lost 
love, hard times, and bitter truths, and 
Campbell's breathy, feathery vocals only 
emphasize this further. 

In the end, this album is enjoyable in 
the same way that an old British folk al
bum might be: it's restrained and organ
ic at the same time, leaving the listener 
with a satisfYing sense of world-weari
ness.• 

Kaitlin~ dusty, growling baritone is 
what gets me through the night. 

Discuss this artick at amp.utdJJias.edu! 

neath a superficial4/4 rhythm. 
The title "Forget Everything" is equally 

appropriate, with rudimentary hooks that 
compete with intoxicating cascades of 
high-end guitar. Vocals are a welcomed 
addition to "Jupiter", but do little to break 
the entrancing pattern that has been set. 
Soft coos of "just a memory ... " are the 
only lyrics that aren't too washed-out by 
reverb to be comprehensible. 

Although White Light Strobing is a lit
tle on the quieter side, Desolation Wilder
ness hardly, if ever, allow a riff to stagnate. 
Their take on mellow isn't boring or even 
minimal; there's always something there 
to concentrate on and enjoy, although that 
may not be the point. Despite its admi
rable subtlety and intricacy, White Light 
Strobing is best enjoyed when you're just 
looking for something light to help you 
relax and put a smile on your face. • 

Stuart knows amateurish when he sees it. 
Discuss this artie/~ at am,p.utda/Jas.edu! 
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This Month: Ephesus Au entic Turkish Cuisine 

by brady spen rath 
bradychan 7@sntdcnt.utdallas.edu 

This month,I'm going to open with my 
regrets. My first regret is that I did not 
find this month's restaurant on my own 
- I had help from a useful website called 
UrbanSpoon.com. It's like Rotten Toma
toes for restauran ts. You can break down 
the rankings by genre, neighborhood, and 
price, and even get driving directions. 

M y second regret is that I'm sending 
you somewhere farther from campus than 
usual, a location on Dallas North Tollway, 
in Plano, between Parker and Windhaven. 
My third regret is that the restaurant is a 
little pricey-in the $13-20 range. My fi
nal regret is that I'm now an enabler. One 
visit to Ephesus Authentic Turkish Cui
sine and you'll be addicted. 

Before Ephesus, I had almost written 
offMediterranean food. I'd tried both the 
"Americanized" and the "authentic" Greek 
restaurants and didn't care much for ei
ther. I could understand why others loved 
it, but it wasn't my style. Then I found 
Urban Spoon, saw that Ephesus was rated 
number one in all of Plano, and made the 
15 minute drive. Now my opinion has 
completely changed, and I only have the 
dishes at Ephesus to thank for that. 

The appetizers, first and foremost, are 
a must-buy at every visit. I highly rec
ommend my favorite, the Sigara Borek, 
which is feta cheese wrapped in phyllo 
.dough topped with parsley. It's compara
ble in taste to the fried mozzarella appe
tizers at Italian and American restaurants, 
but it's a refreshing upgrade that delights 
without needing a dipping sauce. 

{. {. Ephesus is a 
shining example of 
why Turkish cuisine is 

so popular. ' ' 

Ephesus is a little far away from campus, but well worth the trip. Photo by Brady Spenrath 

Ephesus delivers free herb-infused 
bread and sundried tomato dip to every 
table, both of which are excellent, but the 
flavorful, well-textured hummus is perfect 
for bread dipping. 

The falafel is the only appetizer I 
wouldn't recommend. I t's quite bland, 
especially to desensitized American 
palates, and even the accompanying 
yogurt-based sauce doesn't raise it to the 
level of the other appetizers. 

No Turkish menu would be complete 
without kebabs, and Ephesus delivers in 
this department as well. All kebabs come 
sided with either some surprisingly unique 
green beans in a bit of tomato sauce and 
some extremely tender rice, or over a bed 
of garlic toast soaked in a rich and savory 
homemade yogurt sauce. I prefer the 
bread and yogurt, but either way, you can't 
go wrong, so the choice is up to you. 

The Adana kebab, ground beef and lamb 
grilled together with just the right amount 
of seasoning, is good but not unique. The 
Istanbul doner kebab is a little less f.uniliar, 
consisting of thin slices of fork-tender 
grilled bee£ The chicken kebab, though, 

tops both of these, with cubes of chicken 
marinated in a special house sauce then 
grilled. 

Ephesus' other entrees, such as the 
Moussaka, a casserole reminiscent of 
lasagna with ground beef and lamb, carrots, 
tomatoes, onions, bell peppers, and plenty 
of eggplant, are also good and shouldn't be 
missed. 

The Sultan's Delight, the specialty of 
the house according to the menu, is an
other great option. It's a plate of mashed 
eggplant blended with cheeses and cov
ered with a rich, savory blend o, tomatoes, 
herbs, and spices and your choice of lamb 
or chicken. 

Finally, there's the Beyti kebab, which 
although labeled as a kebab, is more like 
Turkey's answer to a burrito. It's made 
of ground lamb and beef wrapped in pita 
bread instead of a tortilla and covered in a 
succulent mix of yogurt and tomato sauce. 
Though it's tough to choose from so many 
great dishes, the Beyti kebab might just be 
my favorite. 

The restaurant itself is clean, neat, and 
cozy. It's quite small, and at the times I've 

been there, not very crowded. Every table 
is finely set, and the waiters are prompt, 
polite, warm, and welcoming. 

The plating of the food is also well 
done; the dishes with yogurt are especially 
eye-catching with the sharp contrasts of 
the bright red and orange meats against 
the white yogurts and plates. 

The music is also a good fit for the 
restaurant, ranging from Turkish folk 
music to contemporary, upbeat numbers. 
My only complaint is the price. The 
flavors of the dishes might justify the 
price to some, but their size isn't up to 
American standards . 

Ephesus is a shining example of why 
Turkish cuisine is so popular. As I men
tioned before, it's in the $13-20 range, so 
a college student mjght not be able to go 
regularly. But if you can afford the splurge 
just once, whether it's to try new foods or 
enjoy a great take on something you've 
had before, Ephesus is worth it.• 

Brady, trading one oddiaion for onothn; actually 

slopptd playing Fallout 3 long enough to go all 
the way to Ephesw, then writ~ an artie/~ about it. 

Ephesw i• 10 gwd. itj Fallout good. 

Distuss this article at am,t>.utdaOas.du! 
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Excitem ent: 
[Ik-sait-munt] 

John was deprived of sleep. 
Friends found his greetings 
driveling with excitement. 

Think you're funny? 
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by christina wolfe 
cmw0513@aol.com 

Across: 
l."Click it or ticket" or "This 

is your brain on drugs" 
4. Campaign initials in 2000 
7. Sav. or Check. 
11. Actor Baldwin 
12. Feel concern 
13. Move a flower 
15. Saint Bernard of1990s 

movies 
17. Native American pole 
18.Boy 
19. Chooses 
21. Unit of pressure (abbr) 
22. Curve in the road 
23. Whole, for one 
24. Egg-shaped 
27. Metal container 
28. Some Greeks 
30. "It's him ___ ?" 

33. Fight 
36. Dogma 
38. May be described by an 

adjective 
39.And so on 
40. MTV dating show 
41. Result 
43. Exclamation of regret 
45. Like BFN or BBL 
46. Sound heard from 

Hogsmeade shack 
48. Loud speakers 
50. Commies or baseball 

team 
51. Israeli airline 
53. Activity recording for 

BBS 
56. To's partner 
58. Digital or video 
60. carte 
61. Pasta shape 
64. It is developed while 

reading an R .L. Stine 
book 

66. Sys. leader 
67. Norwegian skate shoe? 
68. Idea to Jacques 
69. Home to "Baseball 

Tonight" 
70. "I can _clearly now" 
71. Poetic preposition 

AMP is not responsible for CPA lou 
due to obstssi'CJe puzzle solving; AMP 
takes credit for increased CPA due to 

obsessive puzzle sol'CJing. 
Dismss these puzzles at 

amp.11tdallas.edu! 

Puzzt Es ~m&GgQ~ 
Down: 
1. Guilty and innocent 
2. Planted by Johnny 
3. Play subdivision 
4.Judy's hammer 
5. Crash 
6. Deformed 
7. On-campus barn 
8. Corp. leader 
9. Hero who'll "take 

pollution down to zerc)' (abbr) 
10. Subjects of pedicures 
11. Competent 
12. Firth and Powell 
14. "I didn't need to know 

that" (abbr.) 
16. Dodge engine 
20. Building southeast of SU 
25.Anim. Doc. 
26. Some ate secret 
27. Term of office 
28. "Free Willy" species 
29. Aphrodisiacal 
30. The loneliest number 
31. Weasley and Paul 
32. Speed boosts in Mario 

Kart 
34.Apex 
35. Home of the Braves 

(abbr.) 
37. Sum (abbr.) 
42. Online identification 
44. Undecorated, as an 

apartment 
47. Keyboard key 
49.Wings 
51. Overact 
52. Sierra __ _ 

53. Perfume beginning 
54. Fudd, for example 
55. Gawk 
56. Agricultural org: in 

school 
57. One is "Pimped" on 

MTV 
59. Dark and Ice 
62. Copy from a compact 

disc 
63. Place with no room for 

Mary and Joseph 
65. Life hist. 

Don't find yourself puzzled? Paying too much attention in class? Send suggestions of other 
puzzles to amodestproposal@gmail.com, or check us out: http://amp.utdallas.edu 

\ '(owzer. Sudoku 
9 4 

8 3 
7 8 6 3 5 2 
6 4 5 3 

6 4 
5 2 7 6 

1 3 7 4 2 9 
2 6 

7 3 



A MoDE ST PROPOSA L 

by alex palmer 
alexp@lucdallas.cdu 

Across: 
1. Big high school dance 
5. Car accident 
10. Summertime citrus drink 
13. Possible weapon of 

Professor Plum 
14. As opposed to obtuse 
15. WWII aUiance 
16. Dumbo __ elephant 
17. To tarnish or soil 
18. Speech impediment 
19•. Beat out HD-DVD 
21•. Team that shares an office 

with A M odest Proposal 
23. Wild goat 
25. Proceeds from tic 
26. Physicist Enrico 
29. A comic owl 
31. An awesome angular 

measurement 
34. Jelly company 
35. McCain, toilet 
36. Aladdin's royal alter ego 
37. Recedes 
38. Angry teacher's note 
39. Between a duet and a 

quartet 
40. Type of malt beverage 
41. Pots and __ 
42. Tongue : taste ::ear : __ 
43. Lowest frequency color of 

light 
44. Precedes cooper or fridge 
45. Shiner, Guinness, Negro 

Modelo 
47. Day of all fed . holidays 
48. Type of 40 across 
so•. Next president of the 

United States 
52*. City on the Trinity River 
56. Common songbird 
57. Unit of capacitance 
60. Sorrowful exclamation 
62. Shrek 
63. British-Fiber 
64. Know by __ 

65.Approx. 
66. Cat eyes 
67.Judge 

AMP is not ruponsiblt! for CPA loss 
dut! to obses.riw puz:dt! so/fling; AMP 
takes trt!llit for illtrt!IUed CPA dut! ~ 

obsusiw puz:dt! so/fling. 

Dismss thest! puz:rJu at 

am,9.ut4a/lqs,cdu! 

D own: 
1. Mexican revolutionary party 
2. Cheek color 
3. October birthstone 
4. Some restaurants have-mazes 

on theirs ... for kids of course 
5.Japanese horseradish 
6. 3D puzzle abbr. 
7. Enhanced Use Leasing abbr. 
8. Common PC key with alt 

and del 
9. Beer pong ... I mean ski 

resort in Colorado 
10. Perpendicularly intersects 

15 Across 
11. The last D ofDVD 
12. Psychic letters 
15. Baldwin on 30 Rock 
20. Outer edge 
22. Texas summers 
24*. Recent Mars Lander 
26. Legend 
27. To affix 
28. UTD 's PAs at most college 

dorms 
30. V = IRlaw 
31. More scant 
32. Pseudonym? 
33. Fashion designer Christian 
34. Mindless killing machine 
35.Denim 
38. Frasier,}9ey et al. 
39. Common article in A 

Modest Proposal 
44. Dad's partner, now even in 

California 
45. Wesley Snipes was in three 

of them 
46. Prime appearances include 

Fear Factor and sushi 
47. Lion's hairdo 
49. "Nothing is really so poor 

and melancholy __ that 
is interested in itself and 
not in its subject"- George 
Santayana 

50. Public static void 
main(SiringO __) ... java 
heading 

51. Ernie's roommate 
·53. RegretublKMcDbnald's 

fries ar~ no longer fried in 
this -

54. Good on sunburns 
55. Romantic evening 
56. "For never was a tale of 

more _ I than this 
of Juliet and her Romeo" 

58. To be sick 
59. Baseball stat. 
61. Type of electron microscope 

abbr. 
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More Sudoku 
Difficulty: Canada 7 1 6 4 

**** 8 1 
3 5 4 7 

7 2 2 1 6 5 
2 5 6 9 c 8 5 3 

6 5 1 7 3 5 1 
4 1 9 5 2 8 4 

6 9 8 1 4 5 
1 6 4 6 5 8 3 

Difficultv: Snowstorm 
,; 

~*** 
7 9 2 

3 7 4 2 8 
4 5 
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Hillary's press conference was rudely intenupted by a vicious werewolf who slobbered on her interns. What a Clinton! 

Women wrestle control of 
lives from moon! 

by Bill Billerdbill 
Moon Correspondent 

MOON BASE (AMP) - In a surprise move 
Tuesday, Obama appointed former opponent 
Hillary Clinton to the newly formed cabinet 
position Secretary of the Moon. Critics have 
lauded the decision. 

"For once, a woman will rule the moon 
rather than the other way around," said 
Seamus McCormick, resident political 
analyst. 
~ected to last a short time in her 

position (until man returns to the moon in 
2012), Hillary will control the moon with an 
iron fist of irritability. 

Big plans were already in the works for the 
newly subjugated orbitoid. The moon will be 
30% more likely to eat ice-cream and almost 
certainly break up with its significant other. 

Shortly behind retribution on Hillary's list 
of priorities, the eradicating of werewolves 
has been identified as a key problem. 

PIRATES!! cox:tt. from pg. 1 

Horn of Africa, fresh off a string of piratical 
raids on the region's shipping have mistaken 

"Wome~ need to establish a total monopoly 
on angry, uncontrollable, antisocial behavior 
once every 28 days. To force women and 
werewolves to share the moon's spotlight is 
totally unacceptable." 

Hillary also announced that she would 
bring oxygen to the barren rock orbiting the 
earth, commenting _that its women-oriented 
programming would be the only comfort on 
the moon in the coming months. 

In a bipartisan move, Ann Coulter and 
Sarah Palin were both named to positions 
in the ''Shrill Awful People Who Set Back the 
Cause of Women's Rights" subcommittee. 
Asked for comment, Coulter responded "Hate 
mode initiated. COULTER-BOT DESTROY!!!" 

Although several political_ advisors 
challenged this priority over the 
establishment of an atmosphere, husband Bill 
Clinton cautioned them against questioning 
Hillary when she was "anywhere near that 
thing." . 

the island of Madagascar for a large boat 
and seized the small South African country. 

cont. on pg 3. 
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Ninja Community in Uproar 
Mistaken identities lead to deaths 

Donatello's recent converSlon leaves him in the unenviable position of Nmja/Mushm mediator. 

by D'Bric.kashaw Cunningham 
Sp ecial Ninja Correspondent 

AUSTIN (AMP) - The ninja community will 
begin an invisible, stealthly protest tomorrow 
following the death of one of its members. 
Tokugawa Ieyasu was killed on Friday by an 
enraged white Republican man, Dick Clampett, 
who mistook Ieyasu for an Islamic person. "I'm 
so so sorry," Clampett lamented upon his arrest 
on Saturday. "I never meant to kill a ninja. He 
looked just like a terrorist." 

This is the seventh such incident since the 
September 11th attacks. Namco Katam.ari,leader 
of the New International Ninjutsu and Jujitsu 
Association (NINJA) released a statement on 
Sunday. "The ninja community cannot stand for 
this any longer. The illusion of our inunortality 
has been shattered. The Islamic community has 
incited this kind of violence and has not done 
enough to differentiate itself from the ninja 
community. Many clans are preparing for ninja 
holy war as I speak. It is out of my hands now." 

Iranians took to the streets shortly after 
Katamari's statement. Many burned ninja effigies 
and many more in the Islamic community were 
killed by their own when mistaken for ninjas. 
"This is a sad day for the Islamic world, and 
I think we can blame all of these problems 
squarely on the devil himself, President Bush. 
Oh, and the ninjas." said the Iranian president, 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. 

Donatello, a Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtle 
(TMNT) and converted Muslim, has been 
called upon to bridge the gap between the two 
communities. "A lot of people didn't realize I was 
Muslim during my stint as a TMNT. I mean, the 
other turtles knew, but the general public was 
largely kept in the dark. As both a Muslim and a 

ninja, I think it's imperative that our communities 
learn to coexist. I know the destructive power 
of both communities. All out war would only 
destroy both the Islamic world and the ninja, 
except for the ninja world, because ninjas are of 
course inunortal ... They make me say that." 

Further complicating the conflict is the 
growing suspicion that the pirate community 
may take advantage of the ninjas' split attention 
and new found mortality. A pirate representative 
could not be reached, however, close friends of 
the pirate community such as Captain Crunch 
confirmed the rumors. "My pirate friends 
are even considering siding with the Islamic 
peoples against the ninja menace." he said. 

President Bush released an address stating 
his worries about the situation. "The hostilities 
between the ninja and Islamic world have upset 
the delicate balance that has kept the pirate
ninja war from boiling over for so long. Who 
would've thought it would be so easy to upset 
the balance of power in a region, throwing it into 
chaos, turmoil, and civil war? Guess that shows 
what I know." 

The whole question may be moot. Evangelical 
Christians point to the ninja uprising, the death of 
the 7th ninja. the impending pirate-ninja-Muslim 
war, and the new KFC mashed potato bowl as 
signs of the coming apocalypse. Pat Robertson 
commented on the developments. "I'm scared 
of the violence that will occur, but I look forward 
to the return of my Lord and savior as well as 
eating another one of those delicious mashed 
potato bowls. Who would have thought com, 
spuds, cheese, and chicken would taste so good 
togethe.r. I guess the only real question now is 
what will Jesus be wearing when he returns; an 
eye patch or a ninja suit?" • 

Running With 
Bears Off to 
Rough Start 

Pamplona changes annual 
event to reflect modern 

economy. Mauling ensues. 

PAMPLONA (AMP) - As part of a 
wider campaign of modernization, 
the country of Spain is re-examining 
many of its long-standing traditions. 

All the triumphant archways 
in Madrid have been fitted with 
automatic doors and its windmills 
have been updated to shiny white 
towers generating energy. Spain 
is also looking to upgrade the 
annual Running of the Bulls event in 
Pamplona. 

Traditionally, participants wear 
red scarves and run through the 
streets chased by angry bulls. While 
dangerous, most participants enjoy 
the thrill, and emerge unscathed. 

This year, to more closely coincide 
with the state of the world economy, 
Spain announced that participants 
would be wearing scarves made of 
raw meat and running with bears. 

The event started out much 
like it has in years past, but the 
combination of strange noises, 
running people, and angry, angry 
bears rapidly produced a tragic, 
albeit memorable, event. 

One local man described his 
experience in the running of the 
bears as follows: "Holy s***!! Those 
are f***ing BEARS!!" • 

PIRATES!! cont. from pg. 2 

Cuban ex-president Fidel Castro was 
uncharacteristically talkative, announcing 

cont. on pg. 4 
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