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PROF. WILLIAM B. HANSON NAMED ACTING HEAD OF SCAS' S~CE SCIENCES DIVISION 

Prof. William B. Hanson was appOinted acting head of the Atmospheric and 

Space Sciences Division at the Southwest Center for Advanced Studies in Dallas, 

effective today (July 8). 

His appointment was made by Acting President Francis S. Johnson, who headed 

the space sciences education and research activities at the SCAS from 1962 until 

his preSidential appOintment last week. 

Doctor Johnson will also continue to serve as acting president of The 

University of Texas at Dallas, when the privately-founded SCAS becomes a unit 

of the university system Sept. 1. 

* 
Professor Hanson's research field is the upper atmosphere, including the 

ionosphere and magnetosphere. As an expert marksman with both rifle and hunting 

bow, he recently returned from Natal, Brazil, with a new marksmanship achievement. 

This was the successful flight of a sounding rocket carrying ionospheric data-
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gathering experiments in a vertical path, to a "near-miss" with an Orbiting 

Geophysical Observatory satellite passing overhead and looking down through 

its experiments - on the same atmospheric region. Professor Hanson is also a 

SCAS' principal investigator for the OGO satellite program. The satellite was 

launched from California's Western Test Range on June 5. An 1,100-pound package, 

it is in a near-polar orbit that revolves around the earth in 99 minutes, teaching 

out 1,100 miles and returning to a 400-mile distance. 
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Professor Hanson is a graduate of the University of Minnesota, in his native 


state, with degrees in chemical engineering and physics. His Ph.D. was earned 


at George Washington University, Washington, D.C., in 1954. 


He was a research physicist with the National Bureau of Standards both in 


Washington and at Boulder, Colo., from 1949 until 1956, with special interest 


in cryogenic physics. 


From 1956 until he joined the SCAS' space sciences faculty, Professor Hanson 


was in space physics research at Lockheed Missiles and Space Company, Palo Alto, 


Calif. He headed the ionospheric physics section, Space Physics Research department, 


1959-1962. 


Among his activities are membership in the National Aeronautics and Space 


Administration's Ionosphere and Radiophysics subcommittee of the Space Sciences 


Steering committee, and the associate editorship of "Radio Science," a section 


of the Journal of Research, National Bureau of Standards. 


* 
Professor Hanson was also honored in April by the American Cancer Society's 


Texas division, for his suggestion of an !lIQ badge." The red badge of courage, 
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with white letters IQ, signifies "I quit" and is awarded to people who have f 

stopped smoking. 
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