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experience represent the all-important moments in the life of an SBC congregant. These are the
moments in which congregants hear from God about His will and purposes for their lives. The
expository sermon is the expression of the original intent and meaning of the text as God
intended it and the text is inherently true. The expository preacher functions as a prophet who
generates a salient expectancy in the congregant to respond positively to biblical text. However,
the extent to which the expositor is deemed successful depends on his ability to effectively
explain biblical meaning and engagingly or compellingly show its contemporary application.?
Broadus’ mark on SB preaching and theology was brought to the fore when Professor
Crawford Howell Toy studied at the University of Berlin from 1866 to 1868 and was a professor
at the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky. Toy served on the faculty
of Southern Seminary in 1869 as a Professor of Old Testament Interpretation and Oriental
Languages. Toy was influenced by the concept of higher criticisms, and in particular, by the
influence of European theologians; later, Toy was dismissed from the seminary because of his
intellectual ideologies. Toy was heavily influenced by Julius Wellhausen’s historical-critical
method of examining the scriptures. Toy embraced the idea that New Testament writers
incorrectly used a rabbinical hermeneutic methodology when including or referencing Old
Testament scriptures in the New Testament. Toy asserted that the Bible has both a human and a
divine element, but he also argued that the Bible has element of human fallibility that includes
both error and myth. Broadus fervidly disagreed with Toy’s hermeneutic view of inspiration.
Broadus responded to Toy with a treatise supporting the infallibility and inerrancy of the

orthodox conservative view of biblical inspiration. Broadus authored the Paramount and

25 Broadus, A Treatise, 333-335.
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violates the homiletic methodology. Moreover, the distaste for narrative preaching and its heavy
reliance on storytelling is contradicted because the expository method in a sense betrays a need
to invent connections between Old and New Testament.

Even though one may argue for inherent connections, it may seem that the congregational
and communal expectations sometimes exceed any wholehearted commitment to be completely
text centered. It is understood that Jesus Christ is the leader of the congregation. If Jesus is
“speaking” in a biblical text, the text retains implicit authority. SBC pastors and theologians then
tend to superimpose Jesus on every sermon to give the impression that Jesus is the center and
voice behind the biblical text. This emphasis on Jesus as the speaker in biblical text perpetuates
the willingness of SBC congregants to support SBC doctrine and dogma. Furthermore, this
practice provides congregants with a sense of missional purpose for which they gather and
commune.

The foundation for growth, development, and sustenance has historically been connected
with the expository. But narrative preaching yields angst even though it shares the divine
mandate to engage in evangelization and discipleship. The theoretical models of interpretation
and application of the text form the grounds for SBC theologians, pastors, and leaders to believe
that they are divinely led and supported by God. Thus, they appeal to genre, context, historicity,
the original languages, syntax, and grammar as the implicit tenets of the exegetical and
hermeneutical aspect of expository preaching. The SBC positional statement about the Bible
states:

The Holy Bible was written by men divinely inspired and is God's revelation of Himself

to man. It is a perfect treasure of divine instruction. It has God for its author, salvation for

its end, and truth, without any mixture of error, for its matter. Therefore, all Scripture is
totally true and trustworthy. It reveals the principles by which God judges us, and
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therefore 1s, and will remain to the end of the world the true center of Christian union,
and the supreme standard by which all human conduct, creeds, and religious opinions
should be tried. All Scripture is a testimony to Christ, who is Himself the focus of divine
revelation.®

It is not surprising that the SBC has a historical and continued commitment to the process of
expository preaching. The scripture is paramount to the SBC and foundational to the SBC’s
development, ethics, faith, worldview, and church community.

Expository Preaching

The goal of expository preaching is to elucidate the meaning of the ancient text and to
create a sense of understanding that the congregants can embrace as a shared truth and develop
obeisance due to the tenets of the biblical text. The ultimate purpose of expository preaching is to
form a theologically constructed community of faith that follows the same biblical, social, and
cultural values. The community does not necessarily share the same experiences. However, the
community develops analogous ideologies through the congregants’ commitment to the
theological values espoused during expository preaching. The text must be interpreted and
subsequently exposited for maintaining its historically interpretative and theological origins and
the values of the community.

There are tension points due to the moments when the interpretation and exposition of the
text contradicts past or current SB practices. This happens when the SB church holds to values
contradictory to thorough research and exposition. The issue of race is an example whereby the
SB at one point encouraged segregation even though the value contradicted a canonical

exposition of biblical text. Nonetheless, SB leaders see the possibility of convergence as SBC

5 SBC, “Position Statement.”
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sublime effect of SBC preaching is the clear theological truths that will be apparent in SBC
sermons. These truths fall under a larger category of theological ideas that serve as SBC
distinctives. It is these distinctive ideas that form the SBC theological identity and hence their
sermonic materials uphold and support these ideas and form the basis of community beliefs.

SBC theologians and pastors understand their interpretation and preaching of biblical
texts shape the characters and mindsets of SBC adherents. Akin explains:

World Christians recognize that they are citizens of a different kind of nation, a different

kind of kingdom, a different kind of community. And yet, they also recognize that they

live in this world as well, a world that is not their home, but one in which they serve as a

royal ambassadors fulfilling the ministry of reconciliation (2 Cor. 5:18-21). They are here

as divine representatives to call men and women from this world kingdom into God’s
glorious kingdom. This assignment calls for wisdom and winsomeness. It calls for
conviction as well as compassion. It requires that we plant our feet in the Scriptures while
keeping a watchful and discerning eve on the culture.

SB theologians and pastors connect with and grow their congregations based on focused
expository preaching which teaches scripture and develops communities built upon shared
beliefs. SBC leaders note they have the largest Protestant denomination in the United States as a
result of their focus on expository preaching and its ability to build and galvanize people around
shared beliefs. Accordingly, SBC consists of 47,272 churches with a total membership of about
15.2 million congregants. Weekly attendance at worship services is about 5.2 million worshipers.
SBC leaders oversee an extensive missionary program throughout the U.S. and abroad and
operates six seminaries with a total enrollment of more than 21,000 students.

In essence, the SBC community which is comprised of individual congregations locate

their unity and cohesiveness in the scriptures. However, they do not purport a superficial

8 Thid.
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understanding of various texts or simply ritualize a tradition to create and maintain unity. It is a
commitment to studying the text through a careful exegetical methodology and to remaining
cognizant of the historical context and linguistic domain of the text.

The goal is to unsheathe the original meaning for SBC congregants and all congregations
to ensure they hear the same original message as delivered by the historical writers, prophets,
and Jesus himself. For the SBC, the original words of the Bible are divine and lifegiving. This
mystical understanding of the Bible’s text makes it the center of the local church and the
harbinger of truth. SBC theologians in a very concentric way have built a theology of the Bible
in which the text is divine and empowering and used to form and maintain community. The SB
pastor’s and theologian’s chief responsibility involves teaching the exact meaning of biblical text
to community that can be informed and galvanized around these intrinsic truths.

A typical SBC congregant serves as the recipient of a sermon based on the original
meaning of the text. Because of this dynamic, SB sermons as derived from the text with the
expository method communicate the same message to all congregants and churches over many
centuries. Furthermore, since the SBC has a set of systematic doctrines or beliefs and these too
have been communicated in sermons, SBC congregations typically hear the same doctrines and
the same core tenets from every biblical text. This uniformity occurs on two levels.

Firstly, through the expository methodology represents a codified, rigorous, and
somewhat scientific process used by all SBC pastors and theologians to glean the core tenets or
meanings from every text or passage of scripture. The expository methodology not only
contributes to the gamering of similar beliefs through its codified process of examining and

revealing the meaning of the text but also ensures the protection of SB doctrinal stances. The
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uniformity on this first level is propagated in SB seminaries and publishing companies. The
outcome yields uniformity of methodology by theologians and pastors at SB seminaries to ensure
all present and future pastors become committed to the same belief and methodology.

Secondly, in a very antiquated way, Biblical meaning is in a fixed state for the SBC. The
SBC exegetical methodology is thoroughly focused on investigating the original text so that over
time the expository task produces the recurring meanings that form the SBC’s historical and
traditional beliefs. These in turn become imbedded in family structures, in SB communities, and
across generations. This simple consternation with meaning creates within local SBC
communities a subculture guided by SBC doctrines that usually fall within the scope of
conservative values. This subculture is historically conservative and overtly biblical.
Consequently, generations of families and entire communities subscribe to and identify with
SBC beliefs. What makes this subculture uniquely interesting is that SBC congregants then have
a both uniquely religious but also political and social form of unity. Thus, the communal aspect
is deep (historical and tradition) and wide (generational and social).

Furthermore, the SBC’s doctrinal beliefs and textual rendering foster a sense in which the
local congregation and convention in general preserve biblical and national history, culture, and
values. The SBC inherently believes that the prosperity and wellbeing of the United States is
due to its citizens’ and residents’ overall commitment to God and the Bible. Hence, the national
values and biblical values are assumed to ensure God’s continued blessing upon the nation. SBC
congregants maintain a sense of obligation for obeving and teaching these tenets to the
forthcoming generations. While there are no overt claims that the commands of the Bible should

be embraced nationally, the SBC promotes the connection between the holy lands of Israel and
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the local church communities, both of which have experienced God’s presence and help when
the people obey biblical guidance.®’

The potency of expository preaching in light of congregational obeisance creates both a
demand for its continued practice and an undying commitment to its practice. SB expository
practitioners come to their congregations who share an underlying belief that these pastors have
researched and studied artistically and scientifically the original text to garner the original
meaning of the original text. The congregants can be assured about hearing the original, divine
ordinances and the pastor can be trusted with expositional sermon delivery. Additionally, there is
an expectation that SBC pastors and theologians can show evidence of exegetical study when
opening the Bible. This means that the sermon contains evidence of being written in antiquity
(i.e., prehistoric times). However, the text is explained using contemporary illustrations and
applications. The innate congregational acceptance of the sermon studied exegetically couples
with the belief in the pastor showing how the biblical text’s contemporary application leads to a
demand for its continued practice.

Congregations expect to hear about a historically divine ordinance which should be
applied in contemporary times. Every congregation receives similar sermons with equivalent
core tenets weekly. SBC congregations gather to hear the weekly divine directive in hopes that
they will continue to experience divine blessings or preferential treatment from God. The process
of communicating the text becomes increasingly important so as to ensure that the ancient text is

expressed and corroborated in both contemporary language and illustrations.

87 SBC, “Basic Beliefs.”
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