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scenes

by Michael Seeligson

michael.seeligson@student.utdallas.edu

As UTD continues to grow and expand, the
people behind the scenes are easy to overlook. But
they make the university function. They are the
framework that takes a $300 million project and
turns it into a reality. This semester, AMP would
like to highlight a few of these spectacular people
who have given so much of their time and energy
to the university.

We extend a hearty Texan thank you.

Cary Delmark shares his small, sub-
divided office with his team of four web
developers, a lot of energy and a great deal
of work left to do.

Mr. Delmark was chosen by Dr. Lar-
ry Terry in October 2003 to manage the
newly created Web Services Department
and assumed the daunting task of rede-
signing the university website to reflect
the caliber of the institution and improve
the online public presence.

ehind

Mr. Delmark graduated from UT Aus-
tin with a degree in Radio, Television and
Film. Despite original aspirations to be a
television producer, he developed a love of
music and became a radio personality for
five years at stations in Austin, Houston
and Oklahoma City.

Shortly after the FCC passed the
Telecommunications Act of 1996, which
enabled stations to consolidate and facili-
tated the use of computers instead of DJ’s,
Mr. Delmark was fired. Near bankruptcy,
he took a job as a front desk clerk in early
1998 in the UTD records office and after
a few months, he was promoted to gradu-
ation officer.

Late in 1998, one of Mr. Delmark’s fa-
vorite professors from UT Austin called
him and, in exchange for helping to drive a
car to Silicon Valley, would set him up with
an interview at 2wire, a small start-up. Mr.
Delmark joined the marketing side of the
company and was placed in charge of the
website, soon managing a large team.

When the high-tech bubble burst, Mr.
Delmark survived one phase of layofts, but
was eventually fired. He returned to Dallas
and while living with his mother sent off
more than 300 applications for jobs, even-
tually accepting another job at UTD.

Dr. Charles Leonard, Director of the
McDermott Scholars Program says with

admiration that Mr. Delmark “was not too
proud to take a job as a secretary for the
McDermott Scholars Program, and boy,
were we glad he did.”

Once at the University, Cary’s dedica-
tion, work ethic, creativity, efficiency and
good humor—not to mention his previ-
ous high-tech work experience—made it
obvious he would not last long in the Me-
Dermott Program before a promotion, Dr.
Leonard notes.

According to Mr. Delmark, the uni-
versity currently has 460,000 websites and
documents hosted on its servers. Though
many of these documents are pdf files or
syllabi, there is still a substantial number
of websites which need a new look. By
Mr. Delmark’s estimation, a full-time
web specialist can redesign one and a half
thousand pages in a year. Mr. Delmark’s
staff of four can thus redesign about 2% of
the website each year.

But the team has made substantial
progress already. Mr. Delmark prioritized
the initial web pages based upon surveys
and gut feelings of where students needed
web services the most and which pages re-
ceived the most attention.

Mr. Delmark’s team consists of Cassini,
Haywood, Anne and Nika and he attri-
butes the success of the department to the
attitude and drive of his staff.

Cary
Delmark

iy L3

Cary Delmark, Web Services Manager

“Every one of these web specialists is
high achieving and wants to do things
better,” Mr. Delmark said.

He encourages his team to get out and
interact with students and the staff, em-
phasizing that attitude and communica-
tion are essential for a good website.

Cary and the Web Services department
receive a well deserved THANK YOU
from the staft at 4 Modest Proposal.
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by Paul Ingram

paul.ingram@student.utdallas.cdu

After much pushing and pulling, my
ieditors have successfully convinced me
[ that it is time I made my debut in 4 Mod-
't Proposal.

I boldly proceed in writing an article
on: the basics of business casual dress
even though it risks my renowned manly
putation. If this does not make me seem
metro, nothing will. Note that appearances

|are deceiving, hence appearing metro is as
|far as that goes: ladies, this one’s for you.

| People often find a sad humor in busi-
ness casual. I mean come on, imagine look-
|ing at a co-worker with a poorly chosen
purple tie on a yellow velvet shirt wearing
brown shoes, white socks and black pants
land try to withhold a chuckle.

. It’s sad but it’s true, appearance does
|count and it makes a statement about the
\person's pride in themselves.

i

‘aco-worker with a poorly

PSSR (=TS )
Imagine looking at

chosen purple tie on a
fellow velvet shirt wearing
‘brown shoes, white socks
‘and black pants and try to
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Construction not only path
to campus beautification
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It’s impossible to deny that an employer
would choose a well dressed candidate over
a sloppily adorned but otherwise equally
qualified applicant. With that in mind, I
present a set of guidelines for those busi-
ness casual occasions.

Business casual calls for crisp, neat at-
tire, appropriate even for a chance meeting
with someone of importance. Your cloth-
ing choice should not be so suited as to fit
into an evening cocktail party but should
be above the relaxed mood of a picnic.

Avoid tight or baggy clothing; business
casual is classic rather than trendy, save the
showing skin for promotions.

Khaki pants, neatly pressed, and a
pressed, long-sleeved, buttoned and solid
shirt are safe. Ironed Polo shirts are an ap-
propriate choice if you know the environ-
ment will be quite casual: outdoors or in a
very hot location.

This may not seem like terribly excit-
ing garb, and that’s because it’s not: you
are not trying to stand out for your cutting
edge look, but for your good judgment in
a business environment.

Having read this far, I am fairly
certain you hold the notion that business
casual is boring and stodgy. Good. That’s
the point: what can one expect from such
conservatism?

However, boring and stodgy does not
mean conformity. Show your individual-
ity through cuff links or through your
tie selection. Pick unique cuff links that
make a statement about who you are.
There are several types to choose from
and hundreds of color combinations. The
same holds true for ties.

Exert caution however when pick-
ing neck ware; choose appropriately for
the event, wearing darker ties for more
formal events and as always making sure
the tie matches what you are wearing,
The easiest way to do this is ask the sales
representative where you buy your tie to
choose one for you.
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by Liam Skoyles

liam@skoyles.com

Cell phones shape our lives, from the
shrill irritating beep during a professor’s
lecture to the feeling of complete discon-
nectedness when the batteries fail. We are
rarely more than a few yards away from a
cell phone. However, much like cell phones
were poised to take over the world as they
transformed from unwieldy suitcase-size
boxes to handy palm-sized wonders, a
new communications technology is just
reaching the fun part of the evolutionary
process.
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Internet voice communication has been
around for years; ever since chat programs
started supporting voice communication,
techies have been playing around with us-
ing AIM or other chat programs instead
of telephones. This form of voice commu-
nication always stayed on the computer
stage, never venturing into the realm of
landlines and cell phones. All that stands
to change with Skype. Skype finally bridg-
es that lava-filled ravine between the vir-
tual world and the real, allowing calls to be
made directly from a PC to a cell phone or
vice versa.

Skype uses the same basicvoice transfer
technology that those old chat programs
did with a bit of proprietary magic mixed
in. The technology called Voice over Inter-
net Protocol (VoIP) has a few drawbacks
that are inherent to the system. Just as one
would imagine, people with slower inter-
net connections can have issues and some
firewalls cause a slight lag in transfer time,
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ranging at the worst from .5 to 3 seconds.
With decent high speed internet, however,
I have never had a problem.

The beautiful thing about Skype is its
ability to take web voice data to phones
around the world. The program itself is a
free download from www.skype.com, it’s
free to set up an online account, and it’s
free to make computer-to-computer calls.
Beyond this Skype has two functionalities:
SkypeOut and Skypeln.

Once your account is created it is quick,
easy and mind-numbingly cheap to make
international galls using SkypeOut. Be-
cause Skype is an internet-based technolo-
gy the distance between the computer and
the phone it is trying to call is irrelevant
to the cost of the call. Therefore Skype
rates the costs of international calls on the
freedom of communication and level of
technology there. Needless to say this cost
varies from really cheap to absurdly cheap.
Calls to Europe, North America, China,
Australia and plenty of other countries
are just 1.7 euro cents a minute. Other
country’s rates vary but are still fairly in-
expensive.

Skypeln is the other innovation that
puts Skype a few leaps and bounds above

other voice transfer programs. With Sky
pe it’s possible for someone with a phon(
anywhere in the world to call your com:
puter. Each account has up to ten phon
numbers attributed to it in different place
around the world, so people in Ching
Finland and Austin can all discuss Ving
Young's glory for the cost of a local cal
Not to be forgotten, Skype also has a ni¢t
voice mail feature for when people lean
their computer and go outside. Psssh
“outside”. ;

Skype is growing rapidly and has re
cently reached 3 million users online 2
once. Internet juggernaut eBay has re
cently acquired Skype for the whoppin
sum of $2.6 billion so these guys mear
business. Skype is also releasing its sec
ond version with video-calling capabilitie
but that has yet to be tested so take it witt
a grain of salt. It’s quite strange wher
Skype users show up. From German re
searchers in Los Alamos to exchange st
dents from Scotland, Skype is the new hiy
way to make international calls econom;,
cal and useful. If this service takes off th
way cell phones did, then watch out world.
goodbve landlines, hello freedom. ‘
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Asterisk®

*'The solution to Landline, Cellphone, VolP, Fax... integration.

by Trey Perkins

trey.perkins@sound-flow.com

With the current prevalence of Skype,
Yonage, and other peer-to-peer and Voice
Over IP (VoIP) providers, it seems that
preryone is talking to everyone else online.
The major providers offer smooth user
nterfaces, easy setup, and an established
mpport network. With providers like Sky-
t,you are also immediately connected

an immense network of users you can
speak to for free. For most users, this ease
of adoption is exactly what they desire.
However, for us hardcore geeks, the depth
offeatures and ability to custom tailor our
krvices are the desired traits. One tool

t lets the consumer take total control
ifall their telecommunications systems is
Asterisk.

If you are like me, you have a home
phone that you never use. It sits there
mattended while you carry your cellular

ne to the ends of the world. Your home
E:e line connects to the public switched

hone network (PSTN) and may even
lave its own voicemail account you pay
atra for. In addition to your home phone,
jou probably have a cell phone with its
wn voicemail and number and possibly
n online phone number with a service
uch as Skype or Vonage. You might also
ve a fax machine connected to your line
home. How can you use all of these lines

a cohesive fashion? Asterisk is the an-
fwer.

Asterisk is an open source software
pckage with the slogan “The Open
Source PBX.” Originally created by Dig-
am founder Mark Spencer to host his

company’s phone system, Asterisk has bal-
looned into the Swiss army knife of voice
software, Its support for call routing and
call planning makes it ideal for setting up
home and office phone systems with ex-
tensions and intercom functionality. It can
host voicemail, interactive menu systems,
and more. It has a massive list of features
that is too long to derail here. Today I am
going to focus on using Asterisk to con-
solidate your voicemail, internet phone
services, and general home phone usage.
I am going to mainly focus on concepts
and hardware needs rather than the ac-
tual technical details. Attempting to use
Asterisk is not for the faint of heart and
should be reserved for those with at least
basic hardware skills and some program-
ming experience.

The Asterisk server can be installed on
any modern computer system, your old
600Mhz clunker, and even some internet
routers. It currently installs on Linux, BSD
derivatives, and even on Windows. It runs
most efficiently on Linux and FreeBSD.
For most home users, running Asterisk on
an old machine with a free, open source
operating system is the most cost effective
and convenient option. After setting up
your OS and installing the Asterisk server,
you need to connect your phone systems
to the box. Phone lines should be connect-
ed into the server via an external network
adaptor or a card installed in the Asterisk
server. Asterisk supports use of several ma-
jor FXO and FXS cards to support con-
nections to phone lines. As a quick guide,
FXO connects to the phone jack in the
wall and FXS attaches to a phone, fax, or
modem. Phone-to-ethernet adaptors and
FXO/FXS cards range from thirty dol-
lars to several thousand dollars depending
on features, support, and number of lines.
Several basic 56K modems will also work.
I would recommend buying the cloned
X100P cards from an OEM provider such
as Digit Networks. These adaptors can be
had for anywhere from eight dollars to just

over fifty dollars and are proven cards that
work reliably.

After you successfully install and con-
figure your home phone line adaptor, you
can start setting up your VoIP connections
to utilize your existing internet phone ser-
vice. Asterisk supports all the major VoIP
standards such as SIP, SCCP, H.323, and
more. Asterisk can immediately connect to
most major providers via one of these pro-
tocols. Some research into which protocol
your provider supports will be required. If
you are using Skype it will be necessary to
purchase a software package or hardware
adaptor to convert the proprietary Skype
protocol to one of the open standards.
Most of these solutions range from thirty
to seventy dollars.

Once your different inbound service
providers are connected and configured
you can begin connecting your hard devic-
es such as phones and fax machines to any
FXS ports or adaptors you have available.
Each of these devices should then be con-
figured as a client on the Asterisk server.
This is relatively straightforward and open
to much customization. You are now ready
to begin creating your calling plans and
custom services,

One of my favorite tricks after I have
all of this set up is to create my own voice-
mail system. Asterisk has automatic sup-
port for voicemail and many extensions
to its functionality. It can send voicemails
as MP3 attachments to your email, send
you a text message on your cell phone, and
even automatically call any line you want
and playback the message once you an-
swer. One of the most convenient things
to do is to unify your various voicemail
services onto your one Asterisk server,
First call your home phone provider and
make sure they disable their voicemail
service. Second, on your cellular phone,
reconfigure the voicemail number to point
to the Asterisk server at home. Then call

the cellular provider and ask them to dis-"

able their voicemail if you are unable to

‘ ‘ With Asterisk
your options are nearly
limitless, provided
you have the time and
perseverance to make it

work. ’ ’

do it yourself. Once you have done this,
you can configure your Asterisk server to
forward all incoming calls on all incom-
ing connections (including your internet
phene) to the voicemail box after a certain
number of rings. Now you have a person-
alized, unified voicemail service with no
monthly fee.

Asterisk can also be configured to auto-
matically ring all your other phones when
one of the lines has an incoming call, so you
never miss another call again. To handle
your faxes, Asterisk has a fax server mod-
ule available. You can have faxes routed to
your home fax from any phone number
you possess. With the built in conference
calling functionality, you can link your
phone accounts together and talk to mul-
tiple people at the same time on different
services. If you know what your various
calling rates are on different services it is
possible to have your Asterisk server route
calls over the least expensive provider for
each call. With Asterisk your options are
nearly limitless, provided you have the
time and perseverance to make it work. If
you are interested in what Asterisk can do
for you, there is an established user com-
munity and many great sources of detailed
setup information. For more information,
visit the Asterisk website at www.asterisk.
org. A great public wiki with information
on VoIP and Asterisk is located at www.
voip-info.org. Happy talking!
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by Richard Voit

richard.voit@student.utdallas.edu

This column is going to save this
newspaper. Think about it, without any
sports news, AMP was being compared
to backwater publications like the Londan
Financial Times and perhaps worse, the
Wall Street fowrnal, With the addition of
this page, AMP is officially not in their
league anymore. Whew, good thing, huh?
You can thank me later, but for now let’s
cut to the chase.

The 2006 Winter
haven't even started
yet, but  the
scandals sure
have. I'm not
talking  abow

Olympics

9
S

i »

. et
Virginia

Tech QB

Mareus Viek

has developed

a cartnon for an
arnt; a distinct
wiolation of the
“no fire-arm" law,

January 2006 | Sports Corner

doping (illegal drugs) or dopes (French
judges), but I'm ralking about sex. Or more
directly, harassment, but I figured the word
‘sex’ might draw your eye to this column as
you scanned the page. See there, now I've
gone and used it twice in this paragraph
ﬂjﬂﬂﬂ.

Still reading? Good.

But as 1 was saying, US skeleton
coach Tim Nardiello has been suspended
for alleged sexual harassment of female
athletes.

Here's my question: what's worse, trying
to hold their phalanges or checking out
their femurs?

Yeah, so sorry about the anatomy joke.
It’s the last one, | promise.

Moving on, | guess you heard about
erstwhile Virginia Tech QB Marcus Vick
being arrested for brandishing a fircarm. 1
almost feel sorry for the guy though. All of
his life he's been compared to older brother
and Atlanta Falcons’ QB  Michael,
who runs like the

cops

chasing
him but throws
like a sissy.

So now poor Marcus
goes and develops a cannon for an arm
and gets busted. Are you like me? Are you
thinking that if the same team that signs
TO drafts Vick, they'll start a reality show
version of Fox's “Arrested Development”?

Speaking about development, T wasn't
aware that relief pitchers actually got
better after they retired. But how else
can you explain closer Bruce Sutter being
clected to the baseball Hall of Fame on his

thirteenth try, a mere seventeen years after
hanging up the cleats?

1 didn’t hear the whole news conference,
but I think when a reporter asked how he
felr, the reliever said, “Relieved. I really feel
like it's brought closure.” Let’s see, besides
that news conference, I know there's
something else I didn't watch.

Oh yeah, it's the NHL. But at least I'm
not alone. In fact, according to the Nielsen
ratings, only 0.2% of all cable viewers are
watching America’s fourth “major” sport
at any one time. Here's the worst part.
Although the Los Angeles Kings are
playing some good hockey — they were 28-
16-2 at press time, good enough for third
place in the Western Conference - an
average of 214 TV
households in LA
554  million
household
TV market
tune in to
games. That’s 214,
not million...not thousand...214.

Come on! More people watch soccer.

And more people certainly watch
college football. By a show of hands, how
many of you watched the Rose Bowl?

Let's see...one, two...carry the four...
okay, about 21.7% of you. Crazy, that’s
exactly the national average. That means
either UTD is a pretty good microcosm
of the US population or every single
American reads AMP. T bet it's the latter.
I mean we do have a saying around the
newsroom, “Either you read us, or you're
with the terrorists.”

But back to the Rose Bowl. Twenty-
one point seven percent of you know that
Texas came from behind to leg our a 41-38
victory over Southern Cal, ending USC's
winning streak at 34 games. What you
may not know is the NCAA is considering
removing the label of “college national
championship game” from the contest.
Let’s be honest, USC is pretty much a

From the 2006 Winter
Olympics, to both people
who watch the NHL, to
hot upcoming films...

casbfng—z'?z on my opz’niam
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‘ ‘ I haven't seen Glory
Road yet, but I am a little
bit perplexed why the
producers called it Glory
Road instead of by its
alternate title, Remember

the Titans II. , ’

pmﬁ:ssiﬂnal team. No fewer than seve
Trojans are expected to be taken in April
NFL draft. Seven! Including four in th
first round. And the Longhorns are ever
betrer. One thing is for sure; both team
could beat the Texans.

Texas athletics are so popular thes
days that even Hollywood is trying to ge
in on the action. Did you go see the newss
sports feel-good movie Glory Road, the on
about the Texas Western Miners who wat
the 1966 NCAA championship with a
all-black starting lineup? 1 haven't seen i
yet, but I am a little bit perplexed why th
producers called it Glory Road instead of b
its alternate title, Remember the Titans I, |

Speaking of sequels, I heard Seard
Sonics guard Ray Allen - who wa
recently involved in an in-game fight witl
Orlando Magic guard Keyon Dooling - i
considering a return to the big screen in |
follow-up to his 1998 Aick He Gor Gami
The title of the sequel: He Gor Spean
fackled,

You know what, 1 better stop. The mor
I write, the smaller the editors will mak
my font. So last thing, be sure to watch th
Super Bowl It'll be super. Just like th'ﬂ
article there on the next page. ,
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Ahmadinejad ostracizes powerbase

His name might be hard to say, but it is on everybody’s lips

by ‘I\(imberley Alléhf |

kim.allen@student.utdallas.edu

As Iran’s hard-line government is fighting to defend
its nuclear program, Iranian president Mahmoud Ahma-
dinejad is simultaneously wrecking what little credibility
Iranian leadership holds in the international community.
During a month-long demonstration in October against
Israel called “World Without Zionism,” Mr. Ahmadine-
jad repeated the words of the Ayatollah Khomeini de-
manding Israel be “wiped out from the map” and then
claimed the Holocaust was a “myth”.

International attention has been fixated on Iran for
months now as the country proceeds with development
of what it calls a “peaceful” nuclear program. Mr. Ahma-
dinejad’s highly controversial remarks only reinforced
fears that Iran would use the program to make nuclear
weapons.

Mr. Ahmadinejad’s latest statements express his de-
light in Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon’s illness and
his hope that the news is “final.” Ironically, Christian
evangelist Pat Robertson agrees and says God smote Sha-
ron for giving Israeli land to the Palestinians.

Iran’s tightly controlled media broadcasted images of
Iranian citizens protesting against Israel in support of Mr.
Ahmadinejad’s statements; most, however, do not support
religious extremism of any form, even against Israel.

Iran’s conservative government, by way of instituting
oppressive religious reforms, has managed to alienate
most citizens who supported them in the 1979 Islamic
Revolution. The brutal practices of Iran’s government are
widely known and include everything from denying free-
dom of speech to committing mass murders. While Iran’s
leaders claim they are upholding pure Islam, the Iranian
people know it is fanatical, a perversion of Islam’s message
and a means of controlling lives.

Because the Islamic Revolution has so isolated and
censored the people of Iran, it is difficult to see a true
representation of their thoughts and lives. Nasrin Alavi,
author of We Are Iran, has managed to do so, however, by
collecting the writings of Persian blogs. These blogs are
illegal in Iran, but they are often anonymous and hard to
trace.

‘ ‘ A young writer,
Ibahram, says, ‘The
problem is not with
Islam but with a few
of our radical fellow

Muslims.’
[ N e |

The younger generation of Iran, of which 70 percent of
the population is comprised, expresses unimaginable frus-
tration over the reality they cannot escape. They resent the
strict religious education they are forced to receive; one
blogger says it is the “best way to create agnostics in the
modern world.”

Iranians are bombarded daily with Muslim extrem-
ism and propaganda. Although they loathe their religious
shackles, bloggers are careful to distinguish between mod-
erate Islam and that of the ayatollahs. A young writer,
Ibahram, says, “The problem is not with Islam but with a
few of our radical fellow Muslims.”

Another says, “They only hear the psychopaths among
us. Don't they know that many like me believe in the
maxims of Hussein [the grandson of the prophet Mu-
hammed], who said, ‘If you are a non-believer, at least be
a libertarian.’ He did not practice our faith like these ty-
rants.”

Fanatical Islamic militants seem to have overestimated
their popularity among Muslims. Certainly that is true
in Iran, where unrealistic laws and brutal practices have
exhausted the support of the people. The government is
standing on increasingly unstable ground as it seeks to
intimidate a highly educated and infuriated population.

The newer generation of Iranians is no longer quick to
embrace the words of the Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, the
man who claims to be “God’s representative on earth.”
Neither are they disillusioned by the promise of peace and
prosperity from a regime that violates basic human rights
in the name of sacred religion. And President Ahmadine-
jad’s paradoxical claims of peace and calls for the destruc-
tion Israel are met with only sporadic acceptance by the
vocal minority.

The future of Iran is hopeful and uncertain at best, al-
though things are slowly improving. In speaking of the
future of Islamic states, Nasrin Alavi says, “When mili-
tant Islam starts to show a ruthless streak and to threaten
the rhythms of daily life and economic stability, the hith-
erto silent majority will turn against it.”
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Sticky

when it
comes to

by Liam Skoyles

liam@skoyles.com

It’s pretty hard to miss the fact that
UTD has an impressively diverse campus
and a large number of our exchange stu-
dents come from India. Bowing to pres-
sure from the student body UTD has
finally put in a cricket pitch and, being
the British Good Samaritan that I am, I
thought it might be nice to clue the rest
of the student body in on the rules of this
classically misunderstood game.

First and foremost, cricket is not base-
ball- there is a ball, a bat, and the scoring
is counted in runs. That is where the simi-
larities end. Cricket is played with two
teams of eleven players each. One team
bats while the other team fields.

A cricket field is largely circular with
a diameter of about 200 meters; in the
middle is a hard flat piece of ground 18
meters by 4 meters called the pitch or the
crease. At each end of the pitch are three
sticks sticking out of the ground called
the stumps with two pieces of wood con-
necting them at the top called bales. This

whole construction is collectively known

as the wicket.

The basic object of the game is for the
bowler to throw the ball from one side of
the pitch to the other, bouncing once, and
knock the bales off the top of the wickets.
Between the bowler and the wickets is the
batter; his job is to defend the wicket be-

cause if the bowler knocks the bales off the
wicket the batter is out. At any one time
there are two batters on the field, one on
either end of the pitch.

To score a run, the batter hits the ball
that the bowler throws out into the field
and tries' to run up and down the pitch
as many times as possible, with the other
batter running the opposite direction ef-
fectively switching places. 'The fielding
team tries to throw the ball back to the
pitch as fast as possible. If the batters are
in the middle of running across the pitch
when they finally knock down the bales
then they are out.

Other ways for batters to get out is
hitting a ball into the air which is caught
before it hits the ground. Also, if a bat-
ter uses his body, rather than his bat, to
stop the ball from hitting the wickets he is
out—this is called a “Leg Before Wicket”
or “LBW”,

If the bowler throws a ball that barely
nicks the stumps but doesn’t quite knock
off the bales then, hard luck, they have a
sticky wicket!

Cricket is measured in overs which
consist of the bowler throwing the ball six
times. Each team gets to “hit” once, called
an inning, which lasts until every batter for
a team gets out or for 50 overs, whichever
comes first. Cricket is a game of patience
and control, often lasting an entire day or
more.

The fielding team does not techni-
cally have positions but the game is full
of tradition and has much more colour-
ful names for the places fielders can stand.
Cricket has been around for an extremely
long time and has built up a reputation of
being aristocratic and a diversion for the
“upper crust”. It is entirely common to
see an international competition between

O

England and Pakistan, for example, break
for afternoon tea.

Cricket is mostly found in Southeast
Asia and India as English colonialism
spread across the region. International
competition is heated in cricket and im-
portant games, such as a match between
India and Pakistan, can easily draw more
attention than the Super Bowl in America.

LCk

Wicket...

Cr

So there you have it. Next time you
see a large group of men dressed in white
slacks running around south of Phase II
you'll know what they are doing.

Go join in if you dare — and maybe this
classically British sport will catch on in
America, forcing baseball to bow down to
its older (and superior) cousin.

photo courtesy of Gisborne Boys' High School
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mmsmmm  modest Opinions  m—

What’s your opinion of cricket?

I just don't like
cricket at all. I think
it's one of the most
ridiculous sports
ever played

Lisa Davis |

Sophomor
Psychology and
Criminolog:

That’s retarded.

I love cricket... in

India, but it's not an |
American sport. And |
why not just use the |

soccer field for it? |

Hema Jasti

Sophomore |

Chemistry

It wouldn't be

good or bad; it'd
just be different. We
don’t have foot

ball, but we have |
cricket? |

Nick Reif |
Sophomore |

Psychology

It's as valid a sport
as anything else, but
| don’t care about

| sports in general,
| so it’s just another

thing for me to not

| care about.

: Danny Swan
| Sophomore

Psychology

It's awesome, be-
cause there are a lot
of Indians on cam-
pus and cricket is

a great way to meet

new people.

Siddharth Manjunath
Freshman
Engineering

I think that's
strange. | don't see
it as a big revenue
producer for the

| university, but maybe

people will be
curious and it will?

Andrea Moss
Senior
Business

Quotes compiled by Kimberley Allen
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Fastc Test

Our toothpaste experts sample the field and bring the results to you

AMP recognizes that one of the most important decisions you have to make at the
supermarket is also one of the most difficult. Therefore, in order to help turn our read-
ers into well-informed consumers, we have called in two local experts to bring you the
hard-hitting reviews you need. Ringing in with all their toothpaste knowledge, Messrs.
Lee and Janecka bring you the facts.

Two varieties of toothpaste were selected from each of the industry giants:
Crest and Colgate, with a wildcard underdog from Aquafresh filling out the list.
From the start Colgate took an early lead in presentation and credibility, offer-
ing the flip-cap option on every tube to access their toothpaste. Conversely, Crest
earned early demerits by the absence of detailed ingredient lists on their paste
tubes.

Impressions aside, the pastes sampled were as varied as any you'll find in Wal-Mart
or CVS. We must stress that we employed the strictest safety standards in all of our test-
ing, and urge you to remember that toothpaste is not intended to be swallowed. If more
than used for brushing is accidentally swallowed, get medical help or contact a Poison
Control Center right away.

T

by Cheng Lee

ewlee@student.utdallas.edu

by Bobby Janeka

janeka@utdallas.edu

Colgate Total Whitening Gel
2005 Vintage

Crest Whitening Plus Scope
2005 Vintage

This Colgate gel claims to con-
front all threats, whitening teeth
while fighting tarter buildup and the
triple threat of cavities, gingivitis, and
plaque. Curiously, it advertised no
particular flavor, and the confusion
only increased under actual review.
At first smell, this gel caresses the
nose with a fresh minty scent - but
just what kind of mint, we couldn’t be
sure. Something between spearmint
and wintergreen, along with a kick of

pine, the aroma was robust and pleas-
ant. Once out of the tube, the poly-
chromatic turquoise color looked
appealing, but the actual texture was
over-watery and generally too gel-like
in nature.

The taste, too, was something of a
let-down after such a bold olfactory
experience. The mint again was am-
biguous but overstated in the aroma
and underwhelming on the tongue.

This whitening paste was an in-
novation in its time, using Scope to
complement the standard clean-
ing power of the paste. Not for
nothing does it promise to fresh-
en breath. Perhaps it over-deliv-
ers in this regard, unfortunately.
From scent to taste, the Scope over-
powers the experience so soundly that
we were left longing for the obscure
mint of the Colgate Total Whitening

Gel. The assaulting smell of the Scope
offended the nostrils and overpow-
ered any minty taste with the cleans-
ing burn of its anti-bacterial agents.

Serious Scope connoisseurs
might enjoy this product, but it should
be avoided by the faint of heart. Just
the same, it does provide remarkable
sinus-clearing potential, perhaps ri-
valed only by strong chili peppers.
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Aquafresh Triple Protection

2001 Vintage

This underdog toothpaste stood
out in more ways than just brand name
or aged vintage. The old-school
rigid tube package with push-but-
ton dispenser and triple-colored
paste gave an impressive first im-
pression of this unusual contender.

Unfortunately, beyond appear-
ances this toothpaste left much to be
desired. Perhaps it was over-aged
as toothpastes go, but it resembled

something  of  plumber’s  caulk
in terms of texture and flavor.
The aroma was at best a stale minty
one, which, though mild, was still
pleasing to the nose. The flavor was
not as nicely pepperminted unfor-
tunately, and leaves you wondering
whether the tube belongs beside the
sink or under it. Overall, the entire
experience is lacking, at best.

Colgate Tartar Control Plus
Whitening
2003 Vintage

This toothpaste promises whiten-
ing “with a bold blast of cinnamon,”
and the package alone sets high ex-
pectations, Wordlessly it seems to say,
“Taste me. Let me cleanse your teeth
and caress your palate.”

While it tasted and smelled strong-
ly of cinnamon, it was remarkably mild
for such a strong initial statement.
Opening the cap, the cinnamon was

unexpectedly gentle, almost cuddling
the nose with a warm, spicy aroma.
Surprisingly, the taste of the cin-
namon was pleasantly light, un-
expectedly nuanced and still very
minty. If not for the visible cinnamon
sparkles in the bright red paste that
gave it an oddly grainy texture, this
might have been the perfect alter-
native toothpaste to standard mint.

Crest Whitening Expressions:

Cinnamon Rush
2003 Vintage

This toothpaste promises whiten-
ing “with a bold blast of cinnamon,”
and the package alone sets high ex-
pectations. Wordlessly it seems to say,
“Taste me. Let me cleanse your teeth
and caress your palate.”

While it tasted and smelled strong-
ly of cinnamon, it was remarkably mild
for such a strong initial statement.
Opening the cap, the cinnamon was

unexpectedly gentle, almost cuddling
the nose with a warm, spicy aroma.
Surprisingly, the taste of the cin-
namon was pleasantly light, un-
expectedly nuanced and still very
minty. If not for the visible cinnamon
sparkles in the bright red paste that
gave it an oddly grainy texture, this
might have been the perfect alter-
native toothpaste to standard mint.

Editors Pick

TheCrestWhitening Expressionswasaboveandbeyondthestarcontenderinoursample.
CresthasfartogotowardsColgate’sperformanceinmodernpackagingconventions,butthey
havetakenboldstridesinrevolutionizing the toothpaste industry’s mint-flavoralternatives.

In both taste selection and presentation, Crest takes the winning combina-
tion of fluoride and whitening agents and finds a winner. These toothpaste ex-
perts look forward to what Crest’s Expressions team rolls out with in years to come.

A - :

Crest Wh;ltemng Plus Scdpe
Colgate Tarter Control Pkus

. Aquafrcsh Tr1ple Protectmn
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Venezuela

where gas costs $0.18 a gallon and

Y o

by Aidan Skoyles

aidan@skoyles.com

I decided months ago that the week
after finals I would leave leaf-less North
Dallas to go exploring. Perhaps where
they spoke another language. Certainly
somewhere 1 could fly cheaply thanks to
American Airline’s net sAAver fare.

There were four options: Puerto Rico,
Cabo San Lucas, Puerto Vallarta and Ca-
racas. With only a small price differential,
I decided to Google in on the security sit-
uation of our oily neighbors in Venezucla.

Hmm... Congressional elections the
day before we arrived with some demon-
strations reported already, but no US State
Department travel warning. Eh, nothing
too bad.

I checked out Arthur Conan Doyle’s
The Lost World from the library and lost
myself in the tales of dinosaurs hidden in
Venezuela’s remote jungles. It was time to
go exploring.

A bumpy four hour plane ride later,
I landed in a country whose president,
Hugo Chavez, has been called a “desta-
bilizing force” by the Pentagon and who
takes great thrills in pissing off Yankees.

My travel companion, Sophie Ruten-
bar, and I were met at the airport and
driven to what I thought was a cheap bed-
and-breakfast, but which turned out to be
the most expensive and one of the worst
places we stayed, at 55,000 Bolivars ($25).

A MobpesT PPQPOSAL
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beers are opened with machetes;
truly, a glorious country

We rented a car, passing on insurance
which would have doubled the price, and
surprisingly were not charged for my be-
ing under 25 (cheers, Thrifty). We hit the
gas and steered uphill towards downtown.

Caracasis a thriving city of ragged look-
ing apartment towers, whisky billboards,
and belching buses. We whizzed through
the disappointing Caracas National Uni-
versity, a UNESCO World Heritage site
and checked it off the list (Sophie’s new
goal in life to visit them all).

1 somehow expected Caracas to be full
of bespectacled colonial white-haired men
with ivory canes drinking gin-and-tonics

It was the first time I have...

~ been told I'll need a police escort to find a hotel.

~ had a beer opened with a machete.

~ been thoroughly checked by a passport control officer.

~ driven off the road in a rain storm (don’t tell my mum).

~ seen a shot-gun casually carried in a gas station.

~ paid $2 for a full tank of gas.

~ spent the night in a whore house (did not partake of available

services, for the record).

the mighty Orinoco River at Ciudad Bo-
livar and south to Canaima National Park,
home to the volcanic monoliths which Mr.
Doyle supposed might be home to a for-
gotten ccosystem of pterodactyls and ty-
rannosaurs. Clearly Mr. Doyle had never
tried to drive there from Caracas in two
days — in fact he'd never been to Venezuela
atall.

After about 40 miles of relatively well-
maintained autopista, the highway fizzled
out into two' jungle-hugging lanes, con-
gested with fuming 40-ton oil tankers,
clunking 40-year old jalopies and gleam-
ing 40-thousand dollar Ford Explorers

on white-painted verandas with cocaine-
laden DC-10s flying overhead. Though
we did not find Colonel Sanders, we did
spot one such DC-10 ... no word on its
cargo.

The traffic was wearing on us, and we
headed east around the hills and through
tunnels under slums which toppled down
the slopes in pastels of pink and orange.

Our initial plan took us 900 miles
south through the Gran Sabana, across

(the car of choice, if you've got cash in
Venezuela).

The pace slowed, and we re-evaluated,
instead heading for the beaches and jun-
gles of the northeast. The isolated Playa
Medina was our favorite; a long strip of
white sand curves around a bay lined with
gangly palm trees with coconuts like pol-
len clinging to giant stamens. Steep jungle
cliffs rise up behind and hug the beach out
to frothy promontories where the wave:

lazily splash the rocks. Under the palms
locals offer almuerzo of fried fish with
bread cakes and more watery Polar beer,
opened, of course, with a machete. |

As if to portend of a changed future for)
these beautiful beaches, a taxi pulled up car-
rying an American and two Chinese men
furiously puffing cigarettes. Were they eye-
ing the land for a condo block? Entertained
for a day after a deal in Caracas? How much
longer will beautiful places like these remain’
as they are? Should they even? Foreign in-
vestment will bring jobs, schools, and oppor-
tunity, along with booze, drugs, and crime.
It’s heaven to rest on the sand without hassk
from hawkers selling massages or necklaces
or T-shirts, but it's also a reminder of how
cut-off Venezuela has become thanks to neg-
ative publicity on US relevision.

We left carly in the morning for a day-
trip to Henri Pittier National Park, home
to 7% of the world’s bird species accord-
ing to the Lonely Planet Venezuela. We
are disappointed to report that we saw
nothing more than' the common pigeon,
seagull, pelican and a woodpecker. Named
Woody. No, just kidding. His name was
actually Wooduardo. He was Venezolano.

In retrospect, Venezuela is a country
with huge potential. It's so close to the
US, and yet so abandoned by it. Natural
resources promise to provide funds for
infrastructure  development in  educa-
tion, health and other national programs
- potentially the boost needed to sustain
the socialist state favored by the Chavez
regime. '

But there are problems. Crime will
continue to scare off Americans — tourists
and investors. Only lucrative returns in the
oil barrel, or damn nice stories of beaches
in the jungle will lure them in. Here I can

provide only the latter.
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jwl033000@utdallas.edu

In my free time, when I'm not watching TV, actively
ignoring my homework or otherwise saving the world,
[ find my interests turn toward the subject of jellyfish.
So much so, in fact, that I have become somewhat of a
renowned cnidarian biologist. I even know that a group
of jellyfish is called a “smack.”

Besides their constant mindless floating and their
endless search for peanut-butterfish, perhaps the most
intriguing aspect of jellyfish is their mating habits. Natu-
rally, I have looked into this intensely.

The mating habits begin to appear as the jellyfish ap-
proach maturity. At this age, the females, who mature
more rapidly, become frustrated with the males, who are
content with pushing each other into seaweed and mak-
ing fun of blowfish. To alleviate this frustration, the fe-
males fantasize about older, famous jellyfish, usually ones
from movies or boy bands.

When the males finally do become interested in the
females, a period of awkwardness occurs. This period is
not much different than before except that now the males
tell each other lies about their tentacular “exploits.” Then
they snap each other with rather pointless towels and
haze the freshmen.

At some point, the males actually reveal their inter-
est and begin to ask the females out on deep-sea dates,
only to be systematically shot down because the female is
holding out for that one cute jellyfish that doesn’t know
she exists. Usually it’s the captain of the football team but

' | sometimes it’s the lead singer of a local emo band that

plays at the nearby reef.
In the few cases that dating actually occurs at this

: stage, the relationships are cut short by silly arguments

such as, “he forgot our 27 hour anniversary” or “she tried
to feed me to a shark.” Years later, the jellyfish look back
on those days and laugh at how immature and polypial
they were.

The next stage involves a decision of sorts for the jel-
lyfish. They can either choose to look for that one mate to
spend the rest of their one-year of existence with or they

 enjoy the single life and float from jellyfish to jellyfish

for a little while. Scientists have argued for years about
which is the wiser choice, but ultimately it depends on
the jellyfish.

The jellyfish that choose the single life almost imme-
diately run into problems. First, it is nearly impossible to
meet new jellyfish, as pretty much everyone swims in the
same circles. Attempts have been made to remedy this

Of course I don’t think

you’re spineless, Larry. I just
wish you would stop hanging out
with your smack and be more
honest about your feelings!

problem, namely online dating services. That solution
proved to be ineffective when it was discovered that not
only do all jellyfish have the same basic interests but also
that computers don’t work underwater.

Another problem is how skeptical jellyfish have be-
come of each other’s motives. Females are afraid that
the males only want to take advantage of them while the
males are afraid that the females are only interested in
their money and the potency of their sting.

Many relationships have ended prematurely based on
these misunderstandings and there is no end in sight.
Some scientists believe that if the males and females were
able to sit down and have heart-to-heart discussions that
these problems could be avoided. However, other scien-
tists are skeptical about this solution due to the jellyfish’s
lack of hearts.

This isn't to say that the jellyfish that happened to find
their soul mates have it easy. Divorce rates are at an all
time high, partially due to the same silly arguments that

illustration by Ben Dower

plagued relationships when they were younger but mostly
because they tend to lose their spouse in large crowds.

After all of this, it may seem hard to imagine that any
jellyfish have a life-long, happy relationship. However, re-
cent studies show that these solid relationships are start-
ing to become more and more common. I was initially
confused by these studies, but after giving the issue much
thought, I finally came up with two possible explanations
for this: either deep down in their squishy centers, all jel-
lyfish dream of finding that special scyphozoa to grow
old with, relatively speaking, or there just really isn’t much
else to do in the ocean.

Either way, the current mating system of jellyfish en-
sure that strange blobs will be floating in the water for
generations to come.

This article was the winner of the Sex Life of a Jelly-
fish Contest announced in the previous issue. Thank
you to everyone that applied; it was a tough choice.
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by Adrian Bound

adrianbounds@student.utdallas.edu

Hanging precariously out the door of the Cessna, my
legs flailed in obedience to the 80 mph wind. At 10,000
feet, there was really nowhere to look but down, and dur-
ing the last moments of pre-jump prep, my mind speedily
recalled the months which had led me to this place.

It started out as an attempt to prove my independence
after a bad breakup. I had basically been wallowing in self-
pity all summer, which was contrary to my usual strong,
self-sufficient manner. When a friend whispered during
Bible Study one August evening, “You wanna go skydiv-
ing with us?”1 excitedly agreed.

Of course, this was also entirely out of character. Call
me Miss Acrophobia. When I told my parents of my
pending adventure, they wouldn't even let me finish be-
fore laughing. My friends thought that this phase would
soon pass. But my ex-boyfriend had wanted us to go to-
gether. I wanted to go first.

When jump-day arrived, our small group drove to the
site. We were trained in jump posture and procedures, and
signed page after page of waivers. When my turn came, I put

January 2006 | Self-Affirmation

on a

facade
of confidence
and boarded the plane.

But what 1 remember
most was sitting on the floor of the
Cessna shouting to my jump-master, “I'm
terrified of heights!” And his reply, “We're gonna take
care of that for you right now!”

Looking back, I think that was the point at
which I realized that I wasnt doing this to prove
anything to anyone else. Somewhere along the
way, it had ceased to be an act of vengeful
pride, and become an opportunity for person-
al growth. “We're gonna take care of that for
you...” For me.

Of course I love to tell people about my sky-
dive. But what holds the real significance for me
is the fact that with that jump, I regained con-
trol of my life. No one made me do it. I was no
longer being driven by an intangible external force.
As opposed to being hurled recklessly out into the
unknown, I had weighed the pros and cons, made
a decision, and was following through of my
own free will.

I hope that each of us can do something to
recharge ourselves. I needed something huge,
like a jump out of an airplane. You may need
something totally different. As British author
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Kath-
ering
Mansfield

said, “Risk
anything! Do
the  hardet

thing on earth
for you!”

Avid  jump
ers often say “Only
skydivers know why
the birds sing.” As I gat

into place outside the plane,]
realized that 1 was having fun
Sure, I was scared out of
mind, but rather than feeli

obligated to prove something,

I had given myself permission

to enjoy it.

My jump-master counted
to three, and we leaped from
the confining safety of th
plane into the liberatingly un-

familiar air. As I sped to
earth, my problems could
reach me. I was in control.

I was finally free.

Graphic designed by Juliann Peterson
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Vince Young given
power to declare war

‘Supreme Overlord of the Universe’also given power
to make law, and kill without fear of punishment

by Austin Horn

vinceyoungforprez@utdallas.edu

AUSTIN (AMP) — After Vince
Young’s stunning performance in
the Rose Bowl, University of Texas
at Austin students, staff, and alumni
have used their considerable political
and societal sway to give the star
quarterback powers equal to and
even exceeding the entire govern-
ment of the United States.

“Executive branch? After watching
the way Vince executed the Texas
offensive plan the other night, I
don’t think there’s any doubt that
he’s fully capable of doing a stellar
job with such powers bestowed upon
him,” one Austin statesman noted.

When asked if he feared new com-
petition, President Bush chuckled:
“I'll just get to spend more time in
Crawford.”

But his powers wouldn't stop there.
Fans and friends alike agree that
Young would be able to tackle much
greater responsibilities.

“The judiciary? I saw Vince lay
out one heck of a sentence on USC
~ that of one year without a title,”
added one exuberant fan. “Just wait
till he brings real justice to all the
people. He'll be better than Judge
Judy.”

And as far as the legislative
branch, Young will have complete
authorship power as well as dis-
cretionary veto powers. “The only
laws I’'m afraid of Vince making
or breaking are those of physics.
Did you see him running the other
night?” said a UT political science
professor covered from head to foot
in Vince Young memorabilia and
orange paint.

Young also has a license to kill,
which he may use at his discretion.
If he uses it within a football game
against the defense, his team will be
assessed a 15-yard penalty and a loss
of down. If the other team runs out
of players, Young may choose to call
a draft in the stands for potential
worthy opponents. When asked
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image by Paul Ingram
Texas Quarterback Vince
Young takes his responsibil-
ity seriously, single-handedly
rewriting Western Law.
about his newfound powers, Young
replied, “We just got to keep our
heads on straight, run the plan coach
Brown gave us, and win the game.”
Young’s first official act, he’s
hinted, will be to make law that the
Houston Texans win every game.
“T'd be ironic, and kinda funny.
Plus, we Texans stick up for each
other,” he commented.

Apple’s new iCar uses one pedal instead of two

“If it worked for the mouse, it
works for a car,” said Steve Jobs

SAN FRANCISCO (AMP) -
At the recent Macworld convention,
Apple president Steve Jobs unveiled
the company’s newest creation, the
iCar — a sleek, fashionable alternative
to general trends in the automotive
world. In true Apple tradition, the
iCar will use one pedal for the gas
and brake; the concept of the clutch
will not even be considered.

“When we were looking at the

possible ways for us to design this
car, we wanted to retain some of the
hallmarks of the Apple tradition.

How could we possibly help this
car say to the consumer that it hailed
from a tradition of difference? The
first thing we noticed was this whole
‘two-pedal’ concept for braking and
accelerating. We haven't needed a
second button for our mouse; why a
second pedal for our cars?” said Jobs
in an interview.

The one-pedal car will rely on

new Apple-designed voice recogni-
tion technology, with the driver say-

ing “Speed up” or “slow down” into a
special iMicrophone headset.

On average, the user had to do
this over 350 times on a normal
transit. The car, which is steered by a
giant version of the iPod click wheel,
comes in a variety of translucent col-
ors, along with a special U2-signed
black edition selling for $6000 more
than the normal iCar. Stock analysts
have high expectations, but say users
may be waiting for iCar-compatible
ports of software like “Speedometer
XP” and “Fuel Tank 2006".
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‘AmP readershlp hits double
dlglts surpasses

A recently cdhduét’cd poll has found

that there are now at least twelve people .

who consider themselves regula,r read-
ers of A Modest Proposal. The majority
of polled students conﬁrmed that they

mistakenly thought the paper to be a real -

Dallas publication, but read it anyway
when class got so boring that fear of
death arose.

“I mean, anything is better than the

drone of the classroom - even if it is a _”' :

series of horrible puns,” one business
pundit claimed.

“I thought the same thing,” one history
professor added, proudly showing off his
reading progress through the Novcmber—
December Issue to his class.

One Comet exuberantly exclaimed
she had been reading the paper since its
inception in August. When informed
that the paper actually began last year,
“Oh. well you know what I mean,” was
her only comment.

‘The survey indicated that 3/4ths of
these readers comprised the hstemng
section of Radio UTD.

Poll numbers refused to indicate
whether the confirmed readers did or
did not actually contribute to 4 Modest
Proposal itself.

Staff members from Zhe Mermry de-
clined to comment,

February officiallyno
longer recognized month

A new provision of No Child Left
Behind act has labeled calendars as edu-
cational tools, forcing them to follow the
strict educational guidelines.

When February failed to come close
enough to the required average 30.417
days, President Bush declared it a “failing
month”and allowed “highly quahﬁed
experts” to decide its fate.

February has been placed on ptoba—
tion until it can meet federal standards,
upon which it will be reconsidered. As
a result, May, June, July and August have
all been given an extra week. '

“Too much school makes the children
complaccnt I think this will be best for
everyone,” a Whitehouse spokesman

~ commented.
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Independent photographer captures thie

by Peter Parker

myhero@urdallas.edu

RICHARDSON, TX - A senior literary
arts major has turned in to the newspaper
this photograph, capturing the true bandit
behind the recent UTD sign theft.

The student wished to remain anony-
mous, but gladly accepted the financial
reward. The police are slightly baffled as
to what this “flying thingy” actually is, and
find themselves even more perplexed as
to where this spidery-person attached his
webs on which to swing.

“We can be sure about one thing,” a
senior officer reported. “The sign is gone.”

Arts professor J. Jonah Jameson declared *
that “this web-crawling menace will not
rest until our entire campus has been
covered with his web - his web of villiany.”
The art barn has been filled with such
slogans as “ARACHNID EXTERMINA-
TOR WANTED” and “STOMP OUT
THIS PEST.” Jameson, smoking a cigar,
also declared he would pay for pictures

of the thief, but only grudgingly. He then
proceeded to yell at every student in view
before being abducted by an evildoer with
powers not given to normal men.

The thief, who granted the Chronicle
an exclusive interview, claimed he needed
the sign to hurl at Dr. Magnifico, a former
UTD liberal arts professor driven mad by
lack of funding who wandered into the
electrical engineering department and
conducted dangerous tests upon himself.
The epic battle, which has already gained
popularity among local hobo songwriters,
ended with the thief missing his date with

a lovely red-headed girl named Mary Jane.

However, his giggles at mentioning her
name may suggest he was delayed from
smoking hydroponic marijuana.

The UTD police department has taken
decisive action after these events by in-
creasing the number of students pulled
over and given tickets. Extensive lobby-
ing by the department for standard-issue
rocket launchers and armored tanks has
reached the board of trustees, who would
like nothing more than to see Dr. Mag-

image by Michael Seelige

nifico destroyed, as their elimination ofhn
budget drove him to madness. |

'The university plans on replacing the
sign with a randomly selected student
dressed as Temoc to.notify the public of
the school'’s existence, as well as the Pub’s
new lunch-for-two deal for only $8.99.

There is no telling what evil deed this
character could perpetrate next. UTD
police are hoping it will be something Iess]-
conspicuous, like stealing one of the wally
from the art barn.

Meanwhile, the UTD police have set u
a command center to better handle the
crisis situation. For saftey the command
center has been set up in the abandoned
fallout shelter under Founders.

AMP decided to solicit a comment fron
this command center but nobody, includ-
ing officers on duty, appeared to know the
location of the fallout shelter or could
even validate its existance.

We at the Uranus would like to see this
menace to society caught on more than
just film, but as for the moment, he
makes for some great artwork.
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Unintelligent design group joins controversy

by Eve Adams

notbiblical@utdallas.edu

Yesterday proponents of the newest
origin-of-man theory made themselves
known by staging a protest at the location

|where evolution was first discovered: the
Galapagos Islands. This new sect opposes
evolution and intelligent design alike, say-
ling that if one looks for the evidence, it will
decisively prove the existence of a higher
power, and a sloppy one at that. “Human
beings are basically walking fetuses,” ex-
plains the leading expert on unintelligence,
Debra Blonde. “We don't have any natural

defense systems and no advantages over
lions and tigers and bears except the ability
to form committees and discuss. There’s no
way something that ill prepared evolved by
chance.™

Unintelligent Design uses these obvious
flaws as evidence against evolution, stating
that our species would have been wiped out
if not for divine intervention. However,
the Unintelligent Design theory also looks
at the obvious flaws in the Human race:
the extra kidney, the uvula, the lack of laser
vision and other such obvious oversights.
They see these defects as clear evidence

against Intelligent Design

“The Bible says that God created the
Earth and all life in six days and on the
seventh day he rested,” explains one protes-
tor, “To me, that says He was in a big hurry
to finish. Human beings were the last
thing He made and by then He was more

than ready for the break. Personally, I wish

He had taken a breather on day four.” The
angry protestor then added, after a moment
of reflection, “If you really want to see some
Intelligent Design, go watch Spider Man

2 or X-Men 3. There’s some Intelligent
Design!”

by Abu Blover

J teatheredfriend@utdallas.edu

| Citizens at high risk of giggling,
blushing, general tomfoolery

| ATLANTA (AMP) - The Centers for
Disease Control has issued a warning
against a new type of avian flu, the blue-
|footed booby flu, which has been known to
make citizens break out in a rash of guffaws,
snickers, and assorted other symptoms of
naughtiness.
‘I must warn the American people that
the effects of this disease can crop up at any
I‘;ime:, at any place. Even the mere thought
fit is enough to cause people to... oh crap,
ook at me. I'can’t even keep a straight face.
[just keep looking at Sheryl’s — your name

is Sheryl, right? — blouse and I just... boobs.

‘Oh man, Dave, I can’t continue this press

conference... until I give you a high-five!
Boobies for the win!” said Dr. Julie Ger-
berding, director of the facilities.

The reporters within the room were im-
mediately infected with giggling and point-
ing at other boobies in the room. Those
with boobies showed strong immunity to
the disease, but eventually succumbed to fits
of laughter.

This comes after last month’s battle with
white-crested tit flu, which lead to devastat-
ing losses of seriousness in everything from
business meetings to church services. The
disease was eventually defeated by a vaccine
entitled “Richard Nixon Syndrome,” which
causes the inoculated victim to be impervi-
ous to joy, humor, and human kindness.

BLUE-FOOTED BOOBY FLU JUST HILARIOUS

The Booby’s cough causes severe fits of
laughter, giggles, and rashes of guffaws.
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UT System trades Los

Alamos bid for BCS
'Champlonshlp' -

In.a shrewd act of negntlatlon, the
UT System agreed Jan. 4 to return con-

trol of Los Alamos National Laboratory

to the UC System in exchange for the
2006 college football national champi-

-~ onship trophy.

A high-ranking UT official, who was
promised anonymity in exchange for his
candor, said, “This will forever be a red
letter day for UT. Think about it, we'll
be national champs for a year, and what
do they get? Control of our nuclear
arsenal for the next seven years.”

He went on to call his colleagues
from the UC system “chumps” saying,
“We totally pulled their pants down on
this one.”

A UC System official was tight-
lipped about the agreement, saying, I
could answer that question, but then I'd
have to kill you.”

Los Alamos nuclear physicist Hang
Wang “Jimmy” Zhang said, “It doesn't
matter who pays the bills.

“We all know that the real control
lies with the Chinese government,” he
continued while loading his hard drive
and papers marked “Top Secret” into
the back of his family sedan.

‘When asked what he thought about
the deal, UT quarterback Vince Young
reportedly said, “Los Alamos? Is that
the place that catered our pre-game
meal? They make some pretty good
chimichangas, dog.”

Lted but not read

Don't like what we write? Like telling funny stories? All Student Submlssmns accepted but not cons:dered

Email: amodestproposal@gma:l com with story ideas

The Chronicle is Brought to You by:

Benedict Voit Liam Skoyles Paul Ingram
Jordan Youngblood Ben Dower Richard Voit
Jonathan Lane Samuel Alito Michael Seeligson




I !:' January 2006 | Modest Opinions

‘Should the president have the
authorlty to conduct warrant- o
less w:retapsf")

“’I‘IILIIF ARE flll’(‘l(b AND BAL-

ANCES, AND HES FINDING A WAY.;;.\_

TO GET PAST THAT. f i
- BOBBY ROSS, SOPHOMORE
~ ARTS AND TECHNOLOGY

'Amerlcans

- Mira Kim, Freshman
Computer Science

“Yes, but to a limit. He should?‘ .
have authority, but thexe :

needs to be overs:ght »

: -]ason Wallace, Sﬁ:uo:- o
Pohtical Sc:encelchemistry
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Is a chance at
$5000 enough to
get you to a UTD
Basketball game?

”Oh heck yeah!”

- Aashish Richard, Junior
Crime and Justice

“IT SHOULD BE OK. |
THINK ITS FINE.”

- BRASHANT, SENIOR
MICROELECTRONICS

“To just walk in, or to
actually watch?”

- Michael O’Halloran, Graduate
Education
“I’d go even without

the chance.’

-Greg Armistead, Freshman
Psychology

| -VidYa Ayyr, Semor Busmess . :._ Com;puter Suence

What do you ‘think of the campus beautification progect‘?

“To be honest, UTD wasmod- “At least they re spendmg itoncam- “THE TILES ARE A LITTLE
ern for its time i m the 19603 » pus and not glvlng themsclves ralscs EXTREME:, BUT THE WIND-

e ffBQ:_SHAN. E;Aso,,swon EE o
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Damage
wrong
ideas

Tours of wreckage bring new appreciation

by Aidan Skoyles
skoyles@student.utdallss.edu

(To the theme of Gilligan’s Island)
Now this is a tale of ‘Nawlins folks
They were almost washed away
Now you want to see their homes
On a bus you could see it today.

A three-hour tour is precisely what you
could get, if you want, of the still-wrecked
parts of New Orleans thanks to the Grey
Line Bus Company. Critics, predictably, are
up in arms at the insensitivity of the com-
pany, but I think it is a very worthy idea.

In early January, the company began of-
fering a three-hour excursion, “Hurricane

Katrina -- America’s Worst Catastrophe,”

for $35 around places like the Super Dome,
the levies, Canal Street, the business dis-
trict, the convention center and some of the
neighborhoods that were so devastatingly
affected in September’s Hurricane Katrina.
While gawking tourists does little to assuage
the immense suffering of New Orleans’ resi-
dents, it does provide a humbling respect for
mother nature to all who see.

The mass exodus from Houston as Hurri-
cane Rita approached after Katrina suggests
that many Americans have a new-found re-
spect for wind and water whipped up into a
proper storm, and no doubt for those who
still don't get it, a tour to witness first hand
the damage wreaked would serve to further
ingrain this sentiment.

Sure we all saw the footage on television
and the Internet, but nothing will have the
impact like seeing it with your own eyes.

tour in New Orleans:

Bus tour or not, many thrill-seekers will
venture forth into the mold-infested and
damage-strewn streets anyway, and that
could create a dangerous situation. Having a
well-regulated bus tour allows a safe avenue
to satiate man’s instinctive curiosity.

Critics’ calls of obscene profit taking from
the storm is also unfounded. It’s not obscene
and it’s not of a gross scale in the first place.

Of the billions spent by the government
in the clean up effort and undoubtedly the
millions swindled by un-bid contracts, shady
FEMA allocations and inevitable (and given
the circumstances, not entirely unreasonable)
disaster mis-management, I can’t believe a
few bus runs ranks significantly on the dol-
lars-swindled-o-meter.

On the contrary, every person who takes
the tour will be sure to tell their friends
about it and set forth a ripple of respect and
appreciation for the force and destruction
that storms can create.

The economic impact of that may rank
far greater. Will it make a developer think
twice about throwing apartments up over a
wetland? Will it make a city-dweller think
twice about that seaside home built on ever-
shrinking and  storm-impact-absorbing
dunes?

If it does, then I reckon it’s more worth
while and does more help than harm to the
overall situation. And in saying so, I don't
suggest we curtail economic development,
but I do suggest we think about effective
ways of doing it so we don't take two steps
back for one forward when the next storm
hits.

When I was in high-school a tornado
ripped through a neighborhood near mine.
Luckily ours was spared, but my parents in-
sisted on driving my brother and I through
the streets to see cars tossed through dining
rooms like so many scattered MicroMa-
chines, even houses picked up, twisted and
set back down. You can bet the experience
worked for me, and I reckon it will work for
others on a bus, in New Orleans.

photos courtesy of news agencies

The Grey Line Bus Company
began offering tours of some
hurricane-damaged areas of
New Orleans in January.
Critics decry the move as
insensitive and in poor taste,
but those who take advantage
of the trip will gain a new
appreciation and respect for

Mother Nature.

The wheels on the hus

'_What tour of humcane damage S

'Where New Orleans downtown/ ne:ghborhoods

How much. $35, kids $28

Why: because first-hand appreciation for the storm is worth-while
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Why'e tappmg policies receiving such negative press?

by Benedict Voit

benedict.voit@student.utdallas.edu

Talk has been heating up that the midterm elections
will be the time to shine for the Democrats. After a rise
in Bush’s popularity, it may be fading. The economy
is good, but it can never be good enough. The whole
world, plus some, hates us, and we have really gone too
far this time. Oh no, wait. That was 2002. Election
results four years ago weren't quite as expected for the
Democrats, and it was a first time in decades that a
President had gained majorities in the House and Senate
in first mid-term elections.

Things were pretty solemn at that point. But by the
time 2004 rolled around, the Democrats knew they had
it. The American people would certainly not re-elect an
illegitimate President who had taken us into the worst
mangled foreign entanglement since Reagan’s escapades.
Back to the days of Clinton, they decried. Back to the
days when foreign engagement meant proposing to a
European lady, and commitment was the determination
to keep the U.S. safe by committing to refuse numerous
times the acceptance of Osama bin Laden from the
Sudanese government.

Result: Bush won 51%. But that was then, t
now. 2006 has come, and the American people
fed up with the current leadership. Unfortu
Democrats lost the definition of leadership
meaning this fall will be like 2004 was to
great opportunity for the prominent Demag
another reason why the American people
to vote in more power to the GOP.

The issue at hand this month as
living in a bubble: wiretaps. Infor
practice has been in the media for g¥er a year now, but
the New York Times waited many months (their hatred
is patient) to run the story so
vote on renewing the Patr

-
a'.'
-

the express purpose of helping different
better coordinate their efforts in stopping
irist efforts. Roving wiretaps are an especially
d example of its legislation. These taps allows the
government to track a cell phone user rather than a cell
phone number. Earlier, when terrorists found out they
were being tracked, they could simply ditch their cell
phone and acquire 2 new number. The change in phones
required another warrant and months in the mess of
bureaucratic paperwork.

The effectiveness of these taps is of course difficult
to assess, as the agencies will not report on success — in
order to build upon them — but the media will gleefully
report on any failure, might-be failure, or a success
they find fault with. And who can blame them? Their
education wasn’t good enough to show that 64% of
Americans supporting the taps is a clear majority (recent
Rasmussen Poll). But majority is another one of those
words the left hasn't know for quite some time.

When a prominent figure triumphantly proclaimed
“We killed the Patriot Act,” Abu Musad al-Zarqawi
came to mind. But no; Democratic Minority Leader
Harry Reid made that claim. And who can’t be proud
that Reid and his followers view the collaboration of
intelligence agencies as the destruction of hard earned
freedoms that they won't even fight to support?

A final push has been to highlight the fact that
wiretaps are occurring during the Bush administration.
But connections to history (be it elections or wars) isn’t
the Democrats’ strong suit. Their superiority faded when
history showed that the debate over the wiretaps started
as far back as 1972; even then, the Supreme Court
allowed for the President to monitor foreign agents, and

lower appellate courts never questioned such authority of
the President.

Congress attempted to limit such power with the
passage of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act
(FISA) in 1978, requiring the President to obtain
a warrant from a secret court before progressing.
Regardless, each President since then (and that includes
Bill Clinton) has used the inherent powers of the
Presidency to continue doing what Clinton’s deputy
Attorney General Jamie Gorelick noted was something
that “case law supports.”

A current White House spokesman Trent Duffy
reiterated Gorelick’s remarks at the end of December:
“The president believes that he has the authority - and
he does - under the Constitution to do this limited
program. The Congress has been briefed. It is fully in
line with the Constitution and also protecting American
civil liberties.” =

Mr. Duffy added that this “...is not about monitoring
phone calls designed to arrange Little League practice
or what to bring to a potluck dinner. These are designed
to monitor calls from very bad people to very bad people
who have a history of blowing up commuter trains,
weddings and churches.” :

As a true conservative, I hate seeing the expansion of
the federal government. Extra powers to the executive
branch have proven time and again to be extremely
angerous. But I also trust and repsect the office of the
sidency; although 1 may disagree with policies of the
pekson in office, I trust that the President is doing what
President believes is best for the American people.
he most sacred responsibility of the job is to protect
erican people. If that means giving up some
n to an ever growing powerful branch of the
rnment, than for my safety, nay, our safety, so

libe

be it.

The Amegican people understand the intentions of
this legislatiag, We all have probably even unknowingly
been graced bygfs positive results. Why then, do certain
representative§irefuse to support what is helping their
own country fightferrorism at home?

As long as th ocrats refuse to take a serious

position on foreig and national security, they will
continue to lose elections. Although the Democratic
leadership usually is ablg to sway well in the changing
winds of public opinion, this time they have been blown
way off course.
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VIRETAPING:

or how Georege W, took the I’

out of lawful and beat around
the Bush with the courts

by Ben Dower |

kaiser.benjamin@gmail.com

In 1972, the United States Supreme Court ruled
that warrantless wiretapping doesn’t just violate the
privacy of American citizens, it also violates the Fourth
Amendment. However, because terrorism and other
threats are real and steps need to be taken, some years
later the Congress created the Foreign Intelligence Act
of 1978. This act allowed the government to begin the

The three branches of government
(as viewed by President Bush)

Executive Brxmch

Legislative
Branch

wiretap and then apply for a warrant within 72 hours.
(That's 72 hours after the wiretapping starts, not before
it.) Since that time, the Justice Department has denied
only four out of 19,000 applications, allowing the
government to sacrifice a little personal liberty in the
interests of national security.

I don't hate President Bush, although I don’t agree
with many of his decisions. And I think there are times
where it is necessary to lose a little freedom to protect
the freedom of the nation as a whole. However when the
President, any President, thinks they are above the law,
it’s not time to let it slide. This isn’t about partisan issues;
it’s about government’s responsibility to the people.

The entire purpose of laws is that no one is too good
or to powerful to follow them. Every individual must
be accountable for his or her actions regardless of who
they are or what position they hold. As soon as someone
believes that cértain laws do not apply to him or her
because of their rank, wealth, or status, the entire system
falls apart. In the War on Terror there will be many
casualties. But one casualty that must not occur is that of
American integrity.

If we lose our moral high ground, as many people
claim we already have, we lose not only our standing in
the international community, but the very thing we are
fighting to protect. It’s not about what France thinks of
us, it’s about what we do in the name of freedom. The
President is supposed to embody our values, instead first
Clinton and now Bush have made of mockery of them.

What angers me the most is that it would have been
so easy for President Bush to receive permission for his
illegal wiretaps. Did he just decide that it would be less
time consuming to break federal laws than fill out a little
paperwork? Was it a matter of convenience? At least
Nixon broke the law for an understandable reason; he
really wanted to win that election and protect his friends
and political allies. Bush just didn’t want to go to the
effort to fill out some forms.

Vice President Cheney states that it is the, “obligation
and responsibility [of the President and his cabinet]... to
do everything in [their] power to defeat the terrorists.”
But see, Mr. Cheney, it wasn't in your power to do illegal
wiretaps. That's part of the whole, it being illegal, thing.

That 64% of Americans support the use of wiretaps
shows the widespread support