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AMERICAN SOUTHWEST
CONFERENCE

The American Southwest Conference has been in existence since 1996, but its beginnings
date back to 1976 with the formation of the Texas Intercollegiate Athletic Association (TIAA).

The TIAA, a non-scholarship and coeducational athletic conference (the first organization of
its kind in the Southwest), was formed on May 2, 1976 and consisted of five charter members --
Austin College (Sherman,Texas), McMurry College (Abilene. Texas), Sul Ross State University
(Alpine,Texas), Tarleton State University (Stephenville,Texas) and Trinity University (San
Antonio, Texas).

Before aligning with the new TIAA organization, Sull Ross State and Tarleton State were
members of the Lone Star Conference, McMurry participated in the Texoma Conference and both
Austin College and Trinity were independents.

At the time of its formation, the member schools of the TIAA maintained their individual
institutional affiliations with national intercollegiate athletic organizations such as the NCAA and
NAIA before the conference solely became NCAA Division 111

Today, the conference consists of sixteen schools -- Concordia University at Austin, Hardin-
Simmons University, Howard Payne University, McMurry University, Schreiner College, Sul Ross
State University, Texas Lutheran University, University of Mary Hardin-Baylor, Austin College, East
Texas Baptist University, LeTourneau University, Louisiana College, Mississippi College, University
of Dallas, University of the Ozarks, and The University of Texas at Dallas.

In May 1996, Fred Jacoby was named the first commissioner of the American Southwest
Conference. Under his guidance, the ASC has actively pursued conference membership expansion.
In August 1999, Dan Lathey joined the ASC as the Director of Media Relations.
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