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-by ben dower

benjamin dower@Pstudent.urdallas.edu

Walking through the Student Union
during the firsr week of school, it's im-
possible ta gnore the wide assortment
of Greek recruitment parapherialia. Ac-
eording to their flicrs, Greeks are natural
leaders with good grades who love to
volunteer to serve the communirye. And
this is undeubredly tue for many frater-
aity and sarority members,

But what abeut for the rest of us: the
non-Greeks that compose the majority
of the UT Dallas student population?
Are we, by extension, inactive followers
wha scom camaraderic and fun? How
wide is the divide between Greek and
non-Greek at UT Dallas?

Oa July 17th, Ana Tavares, the Presi-
dent of Kappa Alpha Theta, was elected
Vice President of Student Gavernmenr
by the Student Gevernment,  Six days
later, the Mercarry reported the outcome
in their pre-back to school issue. Soon
controversy  exploded on the Mercury
forum. One poster lamented “another
Greek running the school” and claimed
that nen-Greeks are “consistently over-

looked and pushed out of the way"

Another mndividual asserted  that the
outcome was “pure BS,” the result of a
straght “popularity contest.”

This isnt the first time someone's
Greek status has been the source of some
election controversv. During the 2006
Student Government clection, one can-
didate was disparagingly referred to as “a
sorority girl who has shown little feader-
ship potential by A Meadese Prapasal This
provoked a storm of controversy that ul-
timately resulted in hundreds of newspa-
pers being illegally taken out of the stands
and deliberarcly destroved withour AMPs
approval. These instances highlight the
particularly volatile nature of any conflict
imvolving a fraternity or sorority.

So, returning to the original ques-
ron, is there really rension berween the
Greeks and non-Greeks on this campus

CAMPUSXLIFE
Is this Sparta?

C'mguerin g the dgﬁ'?‘mces between Greeks and the rest qf Us

o

Is there really 2 conflict betwesn Greek and non-affilizted students!

or are these examples of inevitable elec-
tion pressure?

Certainly it would be a great exagger-
ation to say that there is blanket hostility

towirds or against either of these groups,

Even categorizing the student body into
“Greek” and “non-Greek” is a gross and
misleading gencralization. Both groups
have members from every conceivable
background and contain such incredible
diversity that often their Greek {or not}
status is the only thing they have in com-
IR

However, 1 also believe thar there
is strong prejudice both towards and
against fraternities and sorovities among
many students. Speaking badly about
any fraternity or sorority to 3 member's
face is bound o provoke a backlash far
stronger than if you criticized their po-
litical preference, or even religious af-
filiation,  Likewise, the line between
healthy pride for one’s Greek afhiliation
and haughriness or even condescension
can often become blurred.

I carch myself becoming frustrated
when my Greek friends make obscure
references to their secret rituals or songs
whose lvrics 1 am not allowed to hear.
These elemenrs, which are impormant to
establishing a strong group identity and
trust among fraternity brothers or soror-
ity sisters, sound silly to me and occa-
stonally overly self-important. However,
its casy to become oversensirive when
excluded feom anything, whether its

Image trem 300

a forbidden song lyric or just an inside
joke berween friends. 1 have found thar
the best way to deal with those situations
is to wait for those moments to pass or
change the subject,

Student Government elections seem
to be a consistent trigger for partisan at-

racks on both sides of the Greek divide.

There are two interconnected reasons for
this hetghtened sensitivity.  First, sta-
tistically, Greeks are more involved on
campus than the average non-afhiliated
student. Second, Greeks have a narural
advantage when compering against non-
Greeks in any campus-wide election. In
last vear’s free-for-all sophomore race
in which seventeen candidates fought
for seven seats, all but one of the win-
ners was a member of a fraternity or a
SOFDIITY.

Tagether, these two factors result in an
over-representation of Greeks in Student
Government, which in tum provokes the
perception that Greeks run the school, We
have this partern to thank for the Smdent
Government “political parties.” Accord-
ing to Student Government advisor Patty
Atchley, the first Student Government
political party was formed by non-Greeks
to create @ stronger voting block for these
students, Chver time this conception has
evolved as different fraternities and so-
roritics have endorsed specific political
parties, resulting in the counterproductive
partisan absurdiry thar we see in today's
Student Government clections.

This will be my third year serving in
Student Government and I have never
seen this body pursue anything that could
even remotely be considered a pro-Gireck
agenda. However, having now served as
President for several months, | think it is
true that Greeks have an inherent abilicy
to lobby for what they want. As a con-
stituency, they are more organized and
unified than virmally any other group on
Campus.

My advice to my fellow non-Greeks
on campus is to step up to this challenge.
Become more involved in other organiza-
tions- increase your visibility on campus
and increase your freshman recruitment
eftorts during the Brst month of school,
Please come o the Student Government
meetings to find out what we are work-
ing on. 1f you want to run for a Student
Government seat in the spring, appeal to
your constituents, whether it is through
@ club or school, or on a specific issae,
Greeks win seats because they run en
masse and campaign hard, not because
they're innately well-liked.

Ultimately 1 think both Greeks and
non-Gireeks could afford o have more
empathy towards each other. Sorority
girls and fraternity guys, please try to re-
member the difference between healthy
enthusiasm and gratitous zealotry, [t's
good 1o be excited, but somenmes i
can be excessive, And non-Creeks: let's
try to be more compassionate and less
hypersensitive when confronted  with
claims of Greek superiority. It's OK for
them to proud of their organizations ac-
complishments.

This university is filled with alented
individuals in both the Greek and non-
Greek communities. Anyone, regandless
of affiliation, deserves to be lauded 1o his
or her effarts to make UT Dallas a berter
learning and social envirenment,

As we continue to grow, it will be-
COME eVen more important o appreci-
ate the great diversity that exists en this
campus.  Only by practicing tolerance
and warking rogether can we continue
UTD’s outstanding record of service and
leadership, @

Ben biny been demoted from AMP Editor

i Presudent of the wrudens oy,
Discuss his avricle ar amperdallasedic!
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Summer LLovin  on campus

Surprise! SG gets a new VP )
who you didn’t elect

by kimberley allen
fam allen@student utdallas edu

The juiciest item of intevest is Student
Government s new brand of democracy,

Just after his election as SG president,
Mantred Mecoy was issued o MIC
frmanoe cunsum]:tlnn]l |:>}' CarpLs
police for drinking alcohol
in his Wirerview apartment-
a Cliss C© misdemeanor,
which s the same class as a
speeding ticker. And so he
taced the 505 constitution’s
wrath which provides that
any member wha  receives
disciplinary  action by rhe
dean of studenrs must resign.

There
controversy surrounding the
question of whether Mecoy
should be  removed {rom
office—regardless of whether
he was assued disciplinary
action. The last SG meeting of the spring
semester was  largely (and  absurdly)
devored o rthis non-issue, and Mecoy
was the target of mounds of criticism,

The debate died out once summer
began. By mid-June, after Dean of
Smdents Donna Rogers issued Mecoy
disciplinary  probation, he voluntarily
stepped down and then-vice-president
Ben Dower succeeded him as president.

Left without an obvious replacement
for the vice president position, 50'%
constifution  dictated a  senatorial
election, Without a quorum ar the
first meetings of the summer, though,
nothing happened. When a quorum
was evenrually assembled on July 17, the
senate nominated a new vice prcsident,
Enter Ana Tavares. That meeting, the
senate elecred Ana Tavares as replacement
vice president.

WS EXvessive

Ana Tavares,
new guasi-elected
SG Vice Pres,

=T )

Dr. Daniel evades tough

Waterview issues (again!)

he dog days of summer should be ones of hot-dog eating, summer-
schooling, and interning, but all has not been quiet here on campus.

Sa, while Tavares was never actually
elected by the student body for vice
president, shes just as legit as anvone
whe is, It makes me mad to think about
all the money and energy we wasted on
50 clections. At the end of
the day, no ane cares that the
senators themselves picked
someones without student
consent. Why bother to
maotivare the student body
to vote when clearly their
votes don't marter? Students
speak during elections, and
it falls on deaf cars,

I don't doubt Tavares's
ability to lead as VP or her
enthusiasm. 1 do question,
howewver, the validity of the
election process at UTD.
It encourages o much
bickering and useless red tape while
simultaneously  discouraging  students
who want to be involved oa campus
withour rhe middle school drama.

Year after year, the elections are rife
with petty politics, and all for what?
Scnators  adhere  strictly to  arbitrary
political parties, which are little more
than oppesing groups of friends, They
band together in hopes that the group
with the most friends wins, placing party
loyalty above their own judgment. 1'd like
te see a showing of sanity in SG—hoth
in the biweekly meetings and in next
vears elections, Senarors must lose their
personal ambition in their dedication o
the greater good. Only then will they ecarn
students'respect and be able to accomplish
more for students. Despite the problems
of the past, I'm oprimistic that this years
SG will be able to accomplish the fear. B

Then theres Waterview,  Oh
scandalicious Waterview,  Back  in
May, an AMP article uncovered

questionable financial dealings by the
Utley Foundation, which owns Phases
-1V of Waterview Park. The
numbers suggest Bob Urdey’s
“Foundation”  may  have
walked off with $10 million
thanks to crafty real estate
wheeling and dealing.
Before the Utley Scandal
went to press, | offered UTD
President Tr. Dhvid Daniel
the opportunity to respond.
In an email, he dodged all

I present an update of the issues that matter to students. Welcome back
to the land of petty SG prattle and scandalous real-estate moguls!

I said betore,” that he has an open door
policy and that any student is welcome
to approach him wirth fuesaons o
cemeerns, He said he didn't know endongh
to comment on the ssue further,

I simply dent believe
thar. Dr. Daniel is nothing
if not meticulous; he mikes
it his busines: o know
everything. He is inrimarely
invalved 1n many  details
of the wniversity, This 15 no
exception. [ was surprised
and disappointed thar D
Daniel gave not even the
assurance thar the universicy

my questions but insisted  Bokb UﬂEf. wis investigaring or
he had not been given the First Worthing pursuing some appropriate
chance  t "inform [my] iz COLFSE,

evaluation through  direct
dialogue.” Tremic, given rhe
circumstances. Still, his assertion seemed
like an accusation that my article was
uninformed. He appeared to have more
te say bur, due to the “complexity” of
the issue, said he would rather discuss
it with students directly. Again strange,
given my capacity as editor for a campus
publication! 1 decided to chat with him
directly.

Mot surprisingly, the stoncwalling
continued. Dr. Daniel neither admitted
not denied anything. He did say that
he had been informed before of rhe
“possibiliny™ of the issues discussed in
my article. After all, the allegedly suspect
transactions occurred  prior o Dr
Draruel’s arrival ar UTD, Clearly though,
I'm not the first o smell the roten fish
of the Utley Foundation.

When asked ifhe'd like to say anything
to students, D, Daniel said, “Only what

Obvigusly,adminisrrators
want this to disappear and
for me w stop asking questions. They
don't want to muddy relationships with
deep-pockered Utley, a supposed friend
of the university.
But I won't let it go away because
1 believe that’s not in smodents best
nrerest, Warerview s still around, and
this summer UTD considered bids for
its management contract. Because Utley
OWnS  CUMTEnt  management  Company
FirstWorthing (surprise?), clear conflicts
of interest and imbalances of power exist.
As usual, the university won't discuss
details, but rest assured 'l be asking
yuestions, As of now, there's no sign that
LUITT won't conrinue 1o do business with
Bob Utley. Expect updates as the story
develops. @

Kinr ban¥ mred @ wearerdisf nhe pan't gt o rhe hotrom q,r_'

I¥kcaess dfis arficle af m,gﬂm’
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hemistry Student Association

by liz schmiedel
liz. schmiedel@student urdallas edu

Se we all know UTD has a ton
af swdent organizations—ton many
1o keep track of A year ago in the
Activities Center, | was overwhelmed by
the number of tables, brochures, tri-fold
display posters, and free pens. 1 wanted
to get involved in a couple of groups, but
how could 1 possibly sift through them
and find the right fit for me? The mere
sight of all those booths and sverzealous
recruiters was encugh to make a person
give up and just play Battlefield 2 in their
apartment. Without sufficient RAM to
play Bartlefield 2, | had no cheice but
to trudge through the rows of tables in
search of an extra-curricular activity...

It was the t-shirr that hooked me:
Top 10 Lines to Land Your Lab Partner.
Realizing that I'd understuod each
chemical pun and innuendo, | knew
this was the nght club for me. They
had a sense of humor and, surprisingly
enough, they were quite gregarious for
an academic organization at UTD,

The UTD Chemistry Student
Assaciation 15 an award-winning
student affiliate chapter of the American
Chemical Society (ACS), OF the best
student groups nationwide, the ACS
awarded our CSA an “Honorable
Mention,” This year the ACS has
recognized  the  organization  as
“Outstanding™—an  honot  reserved
for only the top 3% of student affiliate
chapters. Just a few years ago, the two-
member CSA struggled with raising
funds. [nChemistry, a publication of
the ACS will feature an article about
our C5A ennitled “From Qutstanding
Debr ta Outstanding Chaprer” in an
upcoming issue.

did CSA  earn  such
recognition?  Not by lurking around
Berkner all day!  CSA  Presidem
Dranielie Victor says the group focuses
on three areas: service, social, and
academic events. More specifically, she
says the group Focuses on, “service to the
community through science; bringing

Se how

...excites my valence electrons!

-

S5 UTD: A Model for Success am &

, g

Five of the officers of UTD's Chemustry Student Association attend the American Chemical Association Conference where they received a national award,

Here, the officers stand in front of their poster at the SaMix. Phots Courtesy of Damelle Yictor

the chemistry, biochemistry, and biology
undergrads together wirth  graduare
students and chemistry faculty through
social cvents; and attending ACS local,
regional, and national meetings.”

Whenitcomesserving the community,
CSA hosts many activities for kids from
elementary to highschool. C5A members
assist the younger science enthusiast
in performing density, acid/base, and
chromatography  experiments—which,
of course, is far more entertaining than
listening to a science teacher at school.
A crowd favonte 15 making slime; not
only is ir colorful and, well, slimy, but
ir's also a souvenir. Throughourt the year,
CS5A both performs demonstrations
at the Museum of MNature and Science
and atrends science and community fairs
such as “Kids in Chemistry Day” and
“Sounds of Class." For older students
at TT's recent family day, T54 setup a
crime investigation lab,

CSA members faithfully man hooths ar
activity fairs on the SUmall. They'll be our
there again to kick off Natiunal Chemistry
Week on Molc Day, October 23rd. {Get
it? Avogadros number!)  Well, even if

yeu don't remember dimensional analysis
fram General Chemistry, you're sure to
enjoy liquid nitrogen ice cream as well as
their dry ice and oobleck demos, What's
pobleck, you ask? Oobleck is a mixture of
carn starch and water that acts as a liquid
if prodded slowly with a pen. Try ro s1ab
it and the pen won't so much as penetrate
the surface! No matter your major, C5As
demos are werth closer inspection—well,
as close as safety allows,

If you dan't want to wait around
for the next CSA booth, come to one
of the meetings! CSA tests out new
demonstrations—last  semester  they
electrocuted a pickle to make it glow.
My favorite deme is a classic: the coke
fountain. Be sure to do this one outside,
Get a 2L bottle of coke, preferably not
diet, and a rell of Mentos. Roll a picce
of paper so that you can quickly slide rhe
Mentos into the bottle. Open the bortle,
dump in six to eight Mentos, and back
up! If all goes well, the coke will shoot
up our af rhe bartle like the fountain
between Founders and Jonsson.

CS5A% most popular social event
among its members is the broomball

match—students vs. faculty. Since this
usually occurs as exams are ending,
studenrs are advised not to beat up on
their professors too badly before they
grade finals. Less violent social events
include the fall and spring barbecues and,
of course, the biweekly CSA mectings,
The next meeting will be Wednesday,
September 12¢h at 5§ pm {location
TBA}. As Victor says, "You don’t even
have to be a chemistry major or have any
previous chemistry knowledge... As long
as you love ro have fun and show kids
really awesome science experiments, you
are more than welcome to join!”

CSA will be sclling lab goggles, safety
glasses, laser pens, and general chemistry
software weekdays in Berkner from %am-
4pm through September 5. For more
information, check out their bulletin
board by the stock room in Berkner or
visit their website ar hrepe/fwww.utdallas,
edu/orgs/csa/home htm. W

Ltz Sbemredel andy poing proups thar bave wirsy ¢-
ity anead @ sense of buwar, Cough, smle.

Diiscuss thir article at amp,utdalias.edu!
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The “Spirit Reck™ at CaseWestern Reserve University i used to advertise events but...

I et Freedom Rock

Why this UTD investment would be positively capital

o ]

by ana tavares

atavares@studens urdallas edu

Anti-abortionists carrying  crosses.
Evangelicals waving Bibles. Sercaming
war  protesters  with  signs,  Tmprov
thespian productions. Any of these public
displays can easily be associated with the
avergpe college campus. After all, what
better place than a university to spread
ideas and promote open discourse. Bur,
once again, LT Dallas manages o defy
university "norms”, Though the campus
i5 a [ree-speech cone in its entirety, the
chances of Anding individuals or groups
exercising this privilege are slim.

As my vears at UT Dallas progress, |
hear the same complainr consistently, *1
wish UTD was a real university”. Every
time [ hear this statement, the same
string of “get involved” prometions runs
through my mind because, at UT Dallas,
change and smdent involvement are
synonymous. However, for some reason
this fact, though constantly advertised,
is too often ignored and complaints and
{rustrations continue to run rampant.
The time has come to jump-start the
individualization process  thar  will
make this university unique, quirky, and
something to be truly proud of,

The need fora free-speech outlet is one
of the easiest to rectify and 1 have just the

solution. Those who have been keeping
up with their UT Dallas current affairs
reading have already caught wind of a
great project that Student Lite is working
on known as the “Freedom Rock”project,
“What on earth is a 'Freedom Rock'® you
may be asking. Based on examples from
schools such as Bowling Green State in
Morth Caroling, the “freedom rock” is
essentially just that, a gigantic boulder
which is strategically placed and used as
a free-speech outlet. Students can paint
whatever they want on it from comic-
TVpe characters, to marriage proposals, 1o
palitical statements, The possibilities are
limitless,

The beauty of a freedom rock is
the other opportunitics that present
themselves based on s existence.
At Bowling Green Stare, the school
mentioned above, their rock is part
of a longstanding tradition for school
spirit promotions as well as event and
game promotions. When a rival school's
colors defaced the rock, within hours the
student body had banded rogether in
order to repaint the BGS colors over the
offensive splartering therefore promoting
even more the upcoming football game.

With a few notable exceprions, school
pride among the students of UTD is
lacking when compared to colleges such
as UT and A&M. Although we are
already seeing more and more pride for
ol "orange and green” with each incoming
treshman class, there is still much reom
for improvement. By implementing

an outlet such as the “freedom rock”
not only would important games have
the opportunity to be more publicly
advertised, but our amazing sports teams
would get the recognition they deserve,
but so rarely receive.

Another useful application for the
freedom rock is the inevitable tradidon
that would spring from it. Traditions are
not hard to come by, but they are essential
to every university, As a relatively voung
university, UT Dallas is still in the
process of building up s legacy. Ir is
certainly true that many people rub
Cecil Green's head come finals week,
and stadents never tire of taking pictures
in front of the Love Jack. However, the
rradition-fostering oppormunirics creared
by having a freedom rock are endless.
Marriage proposals (here the hopeless
romantic in me dares to dream), annual
peetry slams, or even relipious services—
any of these could develop into lasting
traditions and rhere are countless other
ideas which undoubredly catch  the
campus completely off-guard.

The censorship issue is one that has
been carchully considered. On the one
hand, a ¢ensored freedom rockis ripe with
hypocrisy. On the ather hand, swasrikas
and gang signs are not exactly good
recruiting tools for the new Freshman
class. Maost schools address this issue by
placing the responsibility for editing on
the community. Although anything can
go up on the freedom rack, anything can
cover it up as well, Provisions might be

was also used to memorialize the passing of the great Australian wildlife expert, Steve lrwin.

added to the student code of conduct
ta deal with extreme cases, but the
primary job of enforcing the community
standards would belong to the students
themselves.

The lacarion of the porential rock is
ver tor be determined, but the plan is to
phace it ina natural and calming area, set
aside by grass and trees. This would be
the perfect place for the quintessenrial
college student to hang our and discuss
current affairs as well as the larest gossip.
True this seems a bit fantastical, but the
reck and its surrounding areas would
undoubtedly develop inte a safe haven
for public debate as well as public displays
pramating any agenda,

Though Little about this project is re-
ally known, it has already received criti-
ctsm. The beauty of [ree speech is the facr
thar every coltege student ar UT Dallas
i enritled to it. Wherther you hate a proj-
ect or fave it vou have every right to ralk
about it. When [ look around campus,
| see @ need for something o bring our
the proud, knowledgeable, opimonated
Comets thar 1 know exists in open dis-
course and [ think the “freedom rock”
would fulfill that need and more.

{1 vonwwonld ftke ta et us know your apin-
tons an the "frecdom rack” or other prajeces feel
Sree ta email wr at sp@uidailas edu). B

Propose to A on a freedom rock; the ' ray pe

Diéscass ey aredele ar g ardalla ey
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Invasion of the “Me Monster” must be stopped

by john keese

jobim keeseiPstacke mesndallas. e du

Um el | dont resralarly write for AMP but I'm
mad. [1s about the only time §do write for o newspaper,
when I'm mad. The other omes [ want to be funny, but
nn Funny roday ['mn mad.

Why am | mad? I'm o modd becanse of vou Yes, VN,
Lat cndy §f “you” means “you are 0 my generarion.” I'm
mad at me too, because 1 wis bor ooy generation,
Chur generation bas astench hovering over 11, constantly,
It%s a plague, a disease. Ir has many names, but it casy
10 sleser IE!'L'.

Enntlemenr.  Selfishness.  Egocentricime Self-
sentrediess, Aelf-sencice

Thar s whar we strugale with my friends Irs the
Wle-mmmeter, [want this. D need tlos., Lo L and it
zrecs on and on Why can't we stop it and beceine selfess
servants? [har would be strange, revolunonary, crazy,
richienlaes . authenne, real, L'['IIII-_;hII..'IHEI_g, ru!:]‘lccmblc.

Muavhe you've heen stuck e long | know | havie
been, amd nuy currently be. Somerines you ger in s,
Mbuvbe this list will help.

Toahin'y Tist oot thaygs we are NOT entitled e

® ou do not deserve vour carn You do not deserve
vour cell phone. You do not deserve vour iPod. Your
steren, Your cloches. Your shoes. Your computer. Your _

These are all marerial POSACRSIING, Were you barn
with them? Na Wil you rake them with you when yon
die? No. What were vou born with? Your family. 3o stop
sacrificing time with your family to obtain these vbjects
that mean nothing,

® You are not entitled to your Freedom of Speech.
It is a privilege which has been granted o you. Quin
wang your privilege o tear arhers dovwn. How does
that improve vour lite? So what if thar guy cut you off
i traffic? Do the horrible words that gush frem your
meuth make you a more mature person? OF course not,
Instead, v complimenting someanc. 1F it feels weird,
ir's hecause you're our af pracoce.

® Youare aotennitled ro an A Iricagify Thisis college
for crying out loud. To be here you're already supposed
te be above average. So an A means you're above above -
average. And for erying vut loud, vour parents should
not be calling professers and complaining for vou {and
ves, it does happen). You stayed up toa late partying, so
Wkt deserve that T

® You do not deserve a Ger=-Chut-of=]ail-Free Card,
Take responsibility tor vour actions, Stop believing that
the rules don't apply to you. The world dees not revolve

arcund yon Hewwe dare you become angry at our scheol
athcials for carrving our the rules and faws which you
knowingly broke. Which brings me to a corollary...

® Accidents happen, You are not entitled tu g worry
free life. Our society is so “sue crazy " that we have lost all
al our bearings. You ger a horrible burn while cocking
SOME SEEs. Tou shouldn't sue rhe egp farmer, the stove
maker, or the pan manufacturer. It was an accident. Life
is full of accidents. Furthermore, many times when we
have "aroidents,” we n:'.1|]}' need o peint the blame at
oursclves,

& You are nor ennitled ro Love. You cannns g arnund
being setfish and expect 1o fnd cverlasting love

A eratistic for vour 5 our of everv 10 marriages
end in divarce, and for thowe of you who are religious,
that statistic doeesnt change inside the church, What
happened to “Till Death Do Us Pars?”

A cammon lie for you: There is ane perfect
peesin far yei in the whole world, and ir i<
your job 1o nnd that one person. Thes is a he!

Truth is, there are probably several people in the wosld
vou could remain married to for the rest of vour life,

Sume news for vou: Love s a Choice! That’s right.
Love is not some romantic fecling that comes upon you
like a gust of wind. It iz a eonscinus chaice. Here's the
kicker: You make that chaice.. You are choosing to
no longer be selfish. You are choosing to no longer fecl
entitled, You are putting evervone else’s wants before
vours, You are proclaiming to the world how worthles:
vou are and how amazing cveryone else is.

Yeah, 5t may seem weird. You'll feel awkward, bur
what this world needs is more love, Tt needs more
selflessness, more compassion, more mercy,

Finally, some advice fir you: The secret of love is
not to find the right person, but to be the right persan.
Make 2 commitment to be the right person, not only
in your romantic relatienships, but in vour friendships,

vour acquaintances, and with strangers.

I'm making this commitment with you, |
am the worst of everyone. | commit myself
to stop feeling entitled, 1o stop my selfish
ways. Will you jom me? Togerher, we can
save ourselves, our cities, our nations, and

our waorld.,

We will save it all with Love. ®

Sadoy Beere tomen's enseelesf o bz page e AME
Drigrusy this article of amp prdadiasedu”
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Why I'm Pro-BONO

U25 lead singer deserves gmtimde and recognition

by jonathan coker
b D5 A0k rdallas edu

I've gor a confession 1o make. Un-
beknownst w all but my very clasest gt -
friends, I am a U2 fan. Il there 15 an
album, book. magazine, movie or ob-
scure item that s somchow related
ta L2, assume that | own it So. it
tallows thar | am also a fan of 2%
lead singer, Bone, the anly person
on the planet who has ever made
me swoon (long story). Bono
is the rare kind of rock star A
thar has remained faich- )
ful to his wife, g
sings wbout love,
God and justice,
and 15 an active
humanitarian,
championing
the elimination of
extreme poverty in the world. |
confess my adoration of him because it is
important that you know before reading
this article thar 1 am completely biased
in my opinion of this man, bur thar | am
alsa knowledgeable abour Bono's chariry
wirrks and hife.

Recently, Dutch artist Frans Smecets
unveiled a sculpture entitled “Jesus Loves
You Too™ {which can also be “Jesus Loves
U127} which depicts Bone in Jesus style
garb complete wirh Nike swoosh look-
ing disinterestedly torward while an Af-
rican child lays dying at his feet. Whale
1 can't say I'm exactly a fan of the sculp-
ture, what bothers me moest 15 that the
sculpture, and the buzz surrounding i,
are indicative of a hate and distrust thar
many have for Bono. | have personally
talked to many people who use assunp-

tons and false information to proclaim

that he 15 2 man o be reviled.
There are rwo main points people
bring up when | ask rhem why
they hate a4 man whao has de-
voted hs life to music and chariry
waork They argue that if he actually cared
about the poor, he would donate all of his

This statwe of Bono as jesus, dressed in a
Mike robe, standing over a starving African
child nspired jonathan.

Photo by wewwrolhngstone.com

money to charity, They also argue thar he
doesn't acrually care about the poar, bur
rather that he is in the chanty business
tor celebrity.

People sec Bone as a hypocrite for
asking nations and private citizens to
donate money to organizations that arc
trving 1o end extreme poverry, while he
lives a lavish Life and doesn’t donare his
own money to these charities [t is no
secret that Bono is incredibly rich. U2
estimated worth is 1 billion dollars of
which Bono receives 20%. Furthermore,
Bono certainly lives a comfortable life.
He owns three homes, drives a Maseran,
and enjoys fine dining.

What is not known is the extenr of
his charitable donarions. This is by de-
sign, Bono and the rest of 112 are ardent

Christians and believe firmly in the
iden of not making donatons public.

"Tell people you're giving it away
then, by our definition, it is no longer
chary, in the sense that the nght hand
shouldn't know whar the left hand is do-
ing.” Though the amaunt Bano has per-
sonally donated isn't known, there’s no
reason to believe it isn't substantial.

Furthermore, to a man in Bono’s posi-
tien, time is of much greater worth than
maoney. Bono has spent 25 years studying
recent history, visiting Afnca, learning
American politics, and meeting with and
speaking to politicians in almost every
western country, all in an sttempt to end
extreme world poverty.

What people see is the phote op
handshake berween Pressident Bush and
Bono, Whart they don't see is the long
mectings and the frustrating  political
hierarchy Bone had o trudge through
o get to that handshake. It's not sy to
convince 2 seasoned politician that an
Irish rock star knows what he's mlking
abour. That ook a good deal of time 1o
accomplish.

As for the second point claims tha
Bone doesnt actually care abowt the
poor and instead he s only interested i
his celebrity and uses charity as a means
to increase it, who koows. Maybe this
I8 Truc.

However, of it were, it certanly
wouildnt make much sense. Bono was,

and would be, famons even without his
chariry work. Ta pick a manner of in-
creasing his t‘cﬁchnr}; that i labor in-
tensive and ro keep doing ot for 25 vears
spedks maore to his dedication than any-
thing else. In contrast. look ar the bave
Earth concerts this summer. This event
gves the impression of all talk no walk,
as the celebnnes Hew private jers all
across the world ro preach conservanon,
Bonw's got the walk,

However, supposing that Bono does
mtend to increase his celebry, and he
probably does to some small extent, does
anvbody really care* He's doing it i a
consrructive manner and his work has
undeniably had posinve results.

Since the beginning of the (ONE
canpaign and DATA, both non profin
urganizations set up by Bono to end ex-
treme poverty, 20 milhon more Alrican
children are bemg educated, the num-
ber of HIV panents on bfe prolonging
drugs has increased from SO0 1w 1.3
million according 1w 2 repon released in
2007 While, Bono certainly jsnt respan-
sible for all of this, and while there s still
much more to be done o bring thand
world countrics up to a humane standard
of life, he certainly should recenve some ol
the credit for opening the world's eves 12
the dilermmas of the world's poorest and
for trymg to help those most in need.

| undersrand when people think U2s
music s 1ermble or thar the band » wo
old to be relevant or that Bono looks n-
diculuus in those sunglasses (he does).

The world 15 full of cnitics and that
is a good thing. It keeps us on our toes.
Whar | cant understand 15 when a per-
son who kpows very hirde abour Bono
and an wssue a5 important as world pov-
erty have wssigned the basest of intents
arud thoughts to the heart of a man they
do not know,

Thar kind of unfounded cymicism s
unhealthy and leads o the sonn of n-
escapable distruse in a soviety thar can
eroide a mation From the insude our B

Jonathan Cober wirs & dfrvr for L2 1o
rhetetae Ber ik orledbraly Wife,

Dhiscmss ths arricle af aomp.smpafadlas. e’
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and jordan youngblood
jordan youngblood@smudent urdallas edu

Animal Collective
Strawberry Jam
{Fat Car Records)

My affair with Animal Collective

began in 2004, when 1 heard Sung Tongs
for the first time. It was just a summer
thing at first, but our love grew stronger

with the release of Feefrin 2005, In

2006, though, the band deserted me!
Mo new albums, a few tours here and
there, but for the most part, nothing!
Absence, for some reason, truly does

make the heart grow fonder- Strawberry

Jam was my most highly anticipared
album... ever.

That being said, | couldn’t stand this
album en the first listen-through. It
wiis too schizophrenic, too far removed
from their previous albums (which,
really, | should have expected—their

sound changes with each new album). 1

was disappeinted and more than a little
bit heartbroken, but I decided to give it
another try that same night.

That’s probably the best decision e
ever made, After the second listen, [
couldn't stop. | Estened to it again, and
again, and again; [ think [ listened to
the complete album seven times that
night. Absolutely flawless musical mo-
ments are rather hard to find, bur they
abound on Srrawberry fam.

The high points of the album, in my
mind, are “Reverend Green” and “Fire-
works.” The raw emotion of the first
song, matched with a simplistic, driving
beat reminds me of anarher Animal
Collective song: “We Tigers” {which,
incidentally, might just be in my top five

songs of all time). The song culminates
with someone screaming “FOR REV-
EREND GREEN!" over and owver, rurn-
ing these words into pure noisy sonic
perfection. The bear continues, shifting
ever-so-shightly, and dives straight into
“Fireworks,” a complete stunner of a
song. In true Animal Collective fash-
1w, the song has several distinet pars,
each blending rogerher ro creare a song
that's more than a song; it's a story with
a life of its own.

The album’s genius is much more
consistent than Feels, with just as much
creativity and innovation as ['ve come to
expect from the band, Animal Collec-
tive and I, I'm glad to say, are still very
much in love, - Kaitlin

The New Pornographers
Challengers

{(Matador)

[t's usually a foolish thing to assess
an album'’s worth based on the cover,
there's been some spectacular records

with horrible images on the front. How-

ever, the so-awtul-it's-awtul pastiche of
a shirtless man, his psychedelic purple

shadow, laser beams, and shaky WordArt

that constitutes the front of Challengers
actually does indicate the mishmash of
awdeas within. For a band that’s always
prided itself on power-pop conci-

sion, the New Pornographers show an
unusual amount of filler on this record:
songs grind an idea into the ground,
stretch into nothingness, or simply den't

exist to begin with,

Opener "My Rights Versus Yours”
features ane of the most elegan verses
on the album, only 1o have it abruptly
replaced with 2 dull minutes of repeat-
ing "A new empire in rags.” " Unguided”
lives up to its title, sturmbling about
for six and a half minutes uneil purter-
ing out unspectacularly. “Challengers”
cormmits the fatal mistake of wasting the
pipes of Neko Case on a weak, unexcit-
ing melodv. Even the normally reliable
Dan Bejar falls short, mailing in a set of
three Destroyer B-sides.

‘Thar's not 1o say the album’s withour

merit, as lead Pornographer Carl New-
man has too much talent ro write crap
for a full hour. “All The Things That Go
Ta Make Heaven and Earth” and “Mu-
tiny, | Promise You” recapture some of
the energy of carlier efforts, “Adventures
in Solitude” successfully mixes a slower
tempo with gorgeous harmonies, and
the slow-building “Go Places™ lets Case
actually utilize her voice to some effect,
Bur after three of the best power-pop
records in recent memorics, there's no
mistaking that Challengers falls shorr of
the high standard the New Pornos have
established. - Jordan

Iron & Wine
The Shepherd’s Dog

(Sub Pop)

From the moment The Creek Dirank the
Cradie appeared in 2002, lron & Wine's
Sam Beam sounded like an anachronism;
a fuzzy, sleepy voice out of a Southern
tradition of porch-front sengwriting, sing-
g about lost love and Gothic landscapes.
However, Our Endlets Numbered Days
cleaned up the production around Beam
and 2005's Weman King introduced a
much wider sonic palette, filling the spaces
around his voice with pianos and electric
guitars, Fans began to worry that Beam
had forgetten the simplicity of carly songs
like “Bird Stealing Bread,” marching ever
closer to a full sradio sound,

God forbid they get their hands on

the absolutely instrument-crammed The
Shepherds Dog, which sounds at paints
more like a lost Talking Heads record than
anything resembling Beam’s early work.
Percussion and exotic instrumentation
informs maost of the songd, like the vaguely
Eastern drone of “White Tooth Man,” the
Caribbean pulse of “House by the Sea,”
and the bizarrely funky "Wolves.”

When it works, the added instrumenta-
tion sounds like a revelation, as on opener
“Pagan Angel and a Borrowed Car” where
Beam harmonizes with a whole chorys
af himself over backwards guitar, piano,
violing, and rhythmic drums. Admirtedly,
there’s nothing here with the emotional

impact of “Upward Over the Mountain®
or “Passing Afternoon,” where the sparse
instrunfentation put the emphasis squarely
on Beam’s lyrics and voice. However, in
terms of a Bistening experience, no Iren &
Wine album te this point has offered this
many distinct sounds, and Beam’s skill lyri-
cally and vocally hasn't dimmed over time,
His shift from a singer-songwriter to, in
many ways, a bandleader, is a successful
ong; this itineration of lron & Wine offers
its own pleasures. - Jordan B

Mot mamth Eaitfin and fordan pface the new famer
Blunt albuwm and run ont of rymeryms for “ibir”

Dviscuss this artich at amp wtcdallas. e/
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Summer reading, for fall

Female insights on society and sex from Saudi to Seattle

by laura miller
L5 200062 Lt d allas.eda

The Girls of Riyadh
The Good. the Bad. and the Dirty

A erimson-lipped vixen teases ber harr
in front of the mirror in preparation far
ber Friday wmight rirual She opens ber
laprap, rests ber fingees gently on the keys,
arnd preparves by disclase the most well-kepi
secrets of an elite saciety.

This was The Girls of Rivadh's modest
beginning 3 wears ago. Rajaa Alsanea
had no way of knowing that these 50 e-
mails would create a scandal throughout
Saudi Arabia, the nerve center for her
heartbreaking stories of love, loss, and
renewal. Rajaa Alsanea only knew thar
she was full o the reeth with stories that
threatened to sufincate her if she remained
sitent much longer, The suspense-filled e-
mails, which were collected into 1 novel
and translared to English i 2007, provide
long-awaited insight infa the mysterious

any of us are so overwhelmed with exhaustive reading from ambitious classes that

leisure reading seems like a strange fish that slips from our grasp when we bring it
home from market. Others never make it to the market at all, and so they starve throughout
the semester, without brain food even to covet. I hope these reviews provide you a starting
point, tiny sardines that eventually grow into wild, delicious salmon and satisfy whatever
literary urges posscss you. I chose novels that will not strain the already overburdened mind
of the student. This is pleasure reading that, at least I hope, will not give you nightmares
about Abraham Lincoln dissolving into nothingness.

lives of Arabic women.

The e-mails rrack the bves of fonr gicls,
Camrah, Sadeem, Michelle, and Lamees, as
they artenipt ro reconcile their desives with
those of their families and society, Their
strugples to define femininity and find
permanence in love resonate in American
sectery, but che foreign religious, culoaral,
and social wssues make their situarions
uniaque. Over the course of six vears. the
giris experience trials that range from
being caught with bostlez copies of The
Mutty Professor, to tribal prejudice, to intra
mariral affaies. Alsanea bares all, the good,
the had, and the {‘hrl:}', in her portraval of
the thoughts and motives of each dynamic
personality she follows,

The web crases barriers of time and
space. Readers respond to Alsanea’s weekly
e-mails instantancously, which allows her
1o address crincism rhe moment it ariscs.,
Each chapter is prefaced with either a
short reaction to the audience, or 4 general
staternent about the authors mood. This
is an invaluable tosl that heightens the
novels suspense, as the reader is unaware
of what the culrural and personal effects of
each story will be.

This novel is comples in its simplicity.
The language 15 straightforward and casily
understoed, but the insights are profound
and purpose driven. The women in rthese
staries are real, their rage, fear, jealousy, and
comassion genuine. Uommon conceptions
of personal and sexual liberation are
turned inside-our as the storics reach
their conclusions in a manner rhar iz bath
empowering and dismal,

Available at Amazon ($16.47).

Still Life With Woodpecker
Chocolate-Covered Sea Bass

Casual and capitalized sex, public
urination, and football eld miscarriages
are 2 few of the milder episodes
encountered in Tom Rebbin’s third
novel 5dll Life With Woodpecker
Alchough it was published in 1980, ir
continues to cast a dark shadow over
modern erotica.

Buried beneath the “sweet nastiness”

and the bizarre theories concerning
contraception and red-headed aliens,
lurks a fairly predicrable love story
abour a teenage princess and an arsonist
on the run.

Elaborated sexual encounters
immediately  carch  the  reader’s
interest, but they seon develop into
incamprehensible  conspiracies, and a

dusappminting lead characrer, The rather
naive, Seatthe-based  princess Leigh-
Cheri fails 1o displuy the strength or
temerity required of a herom. Insread,
she simply atraches herselfl to an
over-confiden:  ourlaw  who  doesat
disappoinr an midience awainng a faury-
rale ending.

The cutlaw, who might be a more
interesting character if he wasnt sick
in love with a cheerleader/princess,
evenmally loses his  intrigue when
his  signature  skill  (homb-making)
becomes the anly selution te a variety
of problems.

What it lacks in the way of
substantial plot, it makes up for in
style. Reading a Tem Robbims novel is
simultanesusly revolting and inriguing,
like a chocolate-covered sea bass,

His use of metaphor will astound
even the most diversified of readers,
and his dark and controversial wit
will compromise your values, if only
for a second. Some of his more recent
novels include Villla Tncognito (2003)
and Wild Ducks Flying Backward
(2005). IF you enjoy eating banana
splits under the light of the full moon,
I suggest yvou pick up one of these
hooks

Available ar the McDermott Library
(free) and Amazon (from §7.93). 0

Lavra Mifler &y mod F.‘?e",f&lrnvr ."H'ru}ur q.f'f.’m'ﬂ'u. Fawemr
i st wree, wwriting for AMP wwuld be o promation.

Discuss ehis areicle ar pmp,ucdalas, edu!
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Congress not in the Market for a Solution

Ridiculous Senate Bill not the way towards smarter energy use

by benedict voit
benedict voit@student, utdallaz.edu

[ was one of the lucky ones. [ went ro Braum's to pick
up a gallon of mitk on the right day last month, As ]
was checking out, the lady informed me that tomorrow
they would rise the price 60 cents a gallon. With ail
of the demand for ethanol production as a possible
replacement for ail, the corn needed to feed ole Bessie
and family has become more expensive,

Although the consumer is terribly upser about the
§3.00 gallon gas, the §4.00 mark for a gallon of milk has
come and passed with little discussion,

For now, though, let us leck at what great
advancements oor federal government has made thas
summer in regards 1o moving thas counrry in a smarter
direction an energy.

The most nateworthy event involved the Democrats
attempting to pass a resolution mandating a specific
increase in the MPG ratings for consumer vehicles over
at next 15 vears (5.1419). Harry Reid and co. apparently
helieve thar they can mandare innovaton, and their
arrogance is astounding, What they imply through this
hill is that the car companies, left to market forces, would
not build more efficient cars on their own; Congress,
therefore, must save the day and make sure thar this
change oceurs, In the business world, unlike much of
the time i Congress, performance martters, To rthink
that car companies do not work tirelessly to improve
their fuel efficiency is ludicrous.

What the car companies also know and what many
in Congress seem to ignore is the notion of a trade-off.
Example: heavier cars require more fuel o propel. If
Congress really were ro creare a law which mandared
increased fuel efficiency, the car companies may choose
to lighten their cars by substituting steel for lighter
alloys, or by creating lighter designs. On the surface this
seemns like a no-brainer: do it; lighten the cars.

But the trade-off is that lighter vehicles are less safe.
According to Charli E. Coon, |.I. of the Herimge
Foundation, for every increased MPG that a vehicle
receives, the number of fatal car crashes increases: .
since [ Corporate Average Fuel Economy] standards were
mandated under the Energy Policy and Censervation
Aer of 1975, abour 46,000 people have dicd in crashes
that they would have survived if they had been maveling
in bigger, heavier cars. This translates inta 7,700 deaths
for every mile per gallon gained by the standands,”

To combat this, states could lower speed limits
on the highways, bat that would increase travel time
thereby negatively impacting work producnviry and
trunsportation costs amang ather things.

With  vehicles heavy

used  n transportation,

STEAL YOUR MONEY!!

HOW DARE THOSE OIL COMPANIES

DoocoooD

gooooao

! I.: _.IJ

idfuptragran by benedicd wait

Harry Reid is the sponsor of Senate Bill 1419 thac of passed. would mandate car companies increase their products’ MPG
ratings. VWhile cars should have better fuel mileage, the market should dictate the appropriate amount - not Congress.

increasing the MPG rating would force a lower towing
capacity. Maoreover, there are plenty of consumers
(moms especially} that look at a car’s crash test rating
with more scrutiny than fuel efficiency.

[ am not arguing thar the starus quo on fuel efficiency
should be acceptable in the furure. It won't be, and it
shouldn't be, But the best way to increase standards is
not 1o dictate them.

Government should step in where the market would
not on its own. Whar Congress can do, 15 support a
climate which fosrers inmovation. President Bush
should do his part, reo. He should work with Congress
to encourage continued research by increasing the
budgets of the National Science Foundation and the
Matienal Institutes of Health = two crucial institunions
which fund such needed innovation. As marerial science
progresses and steels become stronger and lighter, it will
hecome increasingly easier to construct vehicles even
safer and more efhcient.

In the meantime, Congress should follow the
California model: there, buying a hybrnd car qualifies
the buyer for a tax refund. Instead of debanng bills
which would penalize car companies for not imeeting
ethoiency standards by a seemingly arbitrary date,
Congress should offer tax refunds to those companies
whr do.

It's understandable thar an increase in gas prices
frusrrates the consumer. It pinches the expendable
income thar may otherwise be spent on necessities or
leisure activitics. Many Democrats have lambasted the
il companies [or their profits, arguing they should be

taxed higher and that their profits should be returned o
the consumer. To some degree, they are right — an 18.4
cent profit on every gallon may seem a little excessive,
Oh sarry. That is what the federal government takes in
TaAxXCS.

That of course does not include state taxes. As of
March 2007, Barack Obama’s ineis takes 52 cents;
Hillary Clintons New York acquires over 40 cents a
gallon — the highest in the nation. And what do the big
bad o1l companies “steal”? Around 13 cents a gallon. This
13 cent per-gallon profit is helping drive the research
and testing required to build better cars that Congress
demands. 1t 15 almost ironie, then, that Democrats wish
to take away their rescarch money, and yer soll expect
better resules.

In short, the pubic sentiment that a smart national
strategy would invelve less foreign energy dependence
is dead-on. However, the move in that direction will be
casiest and most efficient when the government and the
private sector are working together, Congress should
reward smart business models, and it should allow the
irarket, nor itself, ro decide what “smart” means,

In the meantime, be preparcd to pay cxtra for your
corn and dairy. Eventually, it left to its own devices, the
market will equilibrate and com and oil will relacate
to their oprimum price. Befare that happens, though, it
may be okay to ory over some spilled milk. B

Atthouph Renodscd 1 coevensly wed fu e Mavker cichen be avzally bay
e amam gy Arpd apoesval mrieg. §oean, tobdlh mor fo fike®
Ldincuss ehis article of g, ol cdu’
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Madness to His Method

The jury is still out on Ron Paul

by richard badgett

rarb 320008 rdallas. edu

The world is full of angry people who want to blow
you up tor no good reason, Haha, just kidding? This
article is about Ron Paul,

I heard from a friend that [ should look into the
candidacy of Ron Paul. As it turns our, Ron Paul is
insane. His platform is the most quixotic mess ['ve ever
seen, A quick thirty minute jaunr arcund his website
showed me why third party candidates never get
elected,

Ron Paul is technically a Republican, but hes
former Libertarian party presidential candidate, and
much of his platform is recognizably Libertarian. Some
of ir though isn't recognizably anything. He supports,
among other things, the abandonment of the modern
economy and a return to the gold standard, withdrawal
from every international organization; increased border
security in the form of some kind of physical barrier
to discourage immigration; the relinquishing of all
American military bases abroad; and the swearing of
allegianee to Seamus a magic leprechaun,

ORK, so that last one 1 made up, but this guys a
complete nutter. O, is he? Well, its complicated.
When vou first glance at his agenda, you get the idea
that this man is an unhinged loon—a head-in-the-
sand isolationist totally out of touch with historical and
political reality; however, when you actually take the
time to examine his justifications, you occasionally find
vourself agreetng with them.

The main crux of Pauls arguments stems from
his deep commirment ro upholding a fairly strict
interpretation of the constitution and his belief in the
sanctity of personal Freedom. Tough to argue that either
of those isn't a noble idea.

For instance, Paul feels that we as a nation should
totally withdraw from organizations such as the UM,
MATO, NAFTA, and the WTO, just to name a few.
This seems, on the face of it, crazy, Why in the world
would we abandon all these institutions that we helped
to create? Surely something as noble-minded as the
United MNations can't pose a threat to American liberty!
Only.. it can, and it does.

The argument goes something like this: you, as an
American citizen, have certain rights, You, as a human
being, have certain rights. .‘imung the most basic
ol these rights is that you CANNOT be foreed into
service by a government you did not elect.

Imagine Luxembourg and Liechtenstein go to war.
Ta do the fighting, thev grab a bunch of kids fram

vor: RON PAUL

Don't Steal: The Government Hates Competition

NON - INTERVENTION

Ron Paul has a selid base of nen-intervention and libertaran approach, However, voters must wesgh his belief in some nontradidonal con-
cepts - such as the gold standard - against his other principbes. Graphic Art by benedict voit

Plano, shove rifles in their hands and vell.,. | don't know,
somcthing inflammatory and French. The idea of being
sent to fight a war not sanctioned by a government you
elected is called impressment, an idea Americans should
find no less repugnant today than when we fought a war
over nearly 200 years ago.

Another contentious issue Ron Paul takes on is
abortion; hes staunchly pro-life. He has no rhgious
motivation whatsoever for believing that abortion is
wrong. Rather, he views the issue entirely legalistically.

A child, in this case a ferus, is no less human than
its parents, and therefore no less entitled to certain
rights, among them the right to LIVE. In an abortion,
the rights of the child arc consigned to a place beneath
those of the parent, essentially making the commitment
to the larter’s convenience at the cest of the former's
existence, Whatever your religious  feelings, this
argument is difficelt o ignore.

When it’s all said and done theugh there's still some
stuff thats fairly inexplicable to me. The complete
abandoning of our military presence abroad scems
pretry wiacky. Paul, ne doubr addressing an frequent
criticism ol his position, stresses that we shouldn't be
“lolationists” but instead wse diplomacy and trade,
rather than arms, to achieve our l'rrlcit_"'l‘n atns. [0 sounds
a bit too Meville Chamberlain for mc, and while noble,
utterly unrealistic.

While we're on the issue of isolationsm, Ron Paul

doesn't want us to withdraw from everything because it
may “threaten American sovereignty.” His stated reason
for wanting to avoid forcign military entanglements
is that we don't have enough troops to guard our own
country. I'll say thar again because this bears repearing.
He thinks we need more troops at home guarding our
country, Against what??! If we read further down his
site we learn the answer: immigrants,

Bon Paul basically opposes immigration. Not just
illegals crossing the border, or as part of a plan to help
secure our ports against terrarises. The impression [ got
from his website is that he genuinely teels people jusr
should not come here. Couple this xenophabia with his
complete misunderstanding of 2 modern economy and
it becomes really difficult to support him,

Nevertheless, his platform, while quirky, clearly isn't
just the raving of a mad man (a la Pat Buchanan). His
pasitions are actually a thoughtful, systematic atrempr
to eppose what he views as threats to the soversignry
and freedom of the American public.,

Ron Paul is, in his own cnigmatic way, more
cammisted to genuine freedom than any modern
|_1r1:~;i|:lg'|1t, and for thar, he shouldnT be Hinlp]}' WrITTEN
off as a fringe candidate, B

Richurd Badperr, like alf peod liderrorians, could tare
fewr abone barr por thmd Boe fetlf fem anpmary!
Dicensy féic article af o, wbdalfo, edu’
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Welcoming an American-French Toast
When Red, White and Blue equals Bleu, Blanc, et Rouge

molly wurzer
mu&ymﬁulyudm,utdahm

Freedom fries. ' French toast. Cheese-cating
surrender monkeys. Such comical terms arose
with the francophobia resulting from the French
opposition to America’s involvement in Iraq after the
United Nations refused to intervene.

Now, the new president Nicolas Sarkozy promises
closer relations with the United States government
and President Bush, In fact, they had a successful
meeting at Bush's Maine ranch to. discuss better
relations over a lunch of hot-dogs and hamburgers
- there was no mention of French fries on the menu.
Today, the French are faced with reconciling their
anti-American feelings and their new president.

Under the guise of learning French, I had the
opportunity to explore the French culture firsthand
this summer. I spent 5 weeks in the Mediterranean
beach town of Nice. Here, nearly all my friends were
European and I learned quite a bit about the French
culture and views on Americans,

First glance seems to imply that L am not Ameérican,
My hair is not blondish, T am short, T am not fat, and
I don't wear an excess of Abercrombie and American
Eagle clothing. However, when I opened my mouth,
it became obvious that 1 was indeed American.
Almost with a sigh, T would mutter eémbarrassedly,
“oui, je suis americaine,” and after further questioning
would admit that I was from Texas. No, | don't wear
a cowboy hat, don't live on a ranch, don't have a large
share in'oil, nor do I ride & horse to school.

Inevitably came the barrage of personal accusations
blaming me for each shortcoming of President Bush.
Among other things, I was told that Americans refuse
to talk to anyone who smokes., Yes, we do have a lower
tolerance for smoking in enclosed public spaces than the
French, who seem particularly lenient in this respect.

Also, I maintain that I am not a barbarian because
1 defend the right of Americans to possess firearms.
(This particular sentiment came about as the result of
a vehement argument with a drunk European man
—bad idea). It does not mean that I approve of killing
people, | promise. Being American occasionally
became quite bothersome.

Still, it's no wonder that the French feel this way.
American tourists love France, and there are so many
of us, Swarming their streets, we speak in our loud,
obnoxious American English. We have little respect

for the French language and expect everyone to speak
English. We don't learn multiple languages like the
Europeans, simply because Americans don't need ro.

We are accustomed to immediate and fast service,
rather than the laid-back, slow-moving culture of
the French., We get frustrated when they close their
stores on Sunday, Monday, at lunchtime, at 6 in the
evening, and for the entire month of July,

To the French, Americans all seem incredibly rich

because—by virtue of the fact that we come onvacation
—we are willing to spend tons of money. I have to
admit, even 1 began to resent the “Hawaiian-shirt-
wearing, fanny pack-toting, boisterous® American
tourist.
For two similar first-world countries, the United
States and France find themselves facing several
critical cultural divides. However, as we progress into
the 217 century, these two countries will be competing
for the same markets in the global economy and
working on the same international crises. Tt would
benefit both the "gun-toting, fat Americans” and the
“cheese-eating surrender monkeys” to make a greater
attempr at reconciliation, B

Meally Wurzer really is a true patriot cven if
she may mot eppear to be ai firss glanee.
Driscurs this article at amys widallas.cdn’
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by benedict voit
benedice voir@studene.utdallas edu

Across
1. Mother Superior of Nuns
7. Rand- . Publisher

14, Position

15, [fiad author, or a result of
Steroids

17."How do you like me
now?” sing, abbr,

19, = bart T'm ‘rahler’

20. Pointed towards

21. Green means this

22, Read only starage, abbr,

24 Ancient warriar

26, Early Programming
Language

27. Hawaiian Island

29, What our stories should
be

30, Something you are shown

31. North of Campus

33. The —stans belonged o
this

34, Angel antithesis

35, Keanu Reeves film

37. Inspiring

39, Measure separation

41. A pro or a hotshot

43, Type of bread

44. To be looked at

48, Franklin's Annual
Publicarion

51. Negative subtraction

53. Dhareless guys at a party

54. Far-left org.

56. Very small

57. Head-bugs

58. Ciry of Comell Universiry

6. Dhgital Library, abbr.

61. Uncle, in Glasgow

62. Deodorant placement

64, Scoohy!

65 Sports—it’s in the
game!”

fifs. Provide with permanent
INCOIMme

67. Group with the same goal

&9. Bis. is this state’s capiral

70. Comprises half of AV

71 Orver 65

73. Type of Enginc

74. Didn't the Lord deliver
him?

Puzzies Mg o (G AMES

and jessie harpham
jessicaharpham@®studens urdallas.edu

Down

2. Offered T}"p:: of chn:t

3. Unit of Energy

4. What one does for
nourishment

5. Alan Rickman character

6. Lists times and places

8. A fanciful mental illusion

9, Wanderer

10, Can [ get one of these?

11. Played the first card

12. 103" Element, abbr,

13, Waste away

16. (David} Webb's assigned
name (he discovers)

18, Eats eucalvptus leaves

20, Thearer, music, paintings

21, Depressing

23. Broken piece ufglass

25, Separate theater seats

26.;__ sedice, “how"?

28. Being this is a restriction

30, Abandoned

2. Gr:mp of for-female
doctors

34, Guile, fraud, tickery

36. The result when pie are
squared

38.5 down’s weapon of choice

40. A multiplier

42, “Bless Me, "
— Anaya novel

45, You hope your professors
are this

46. Give in, or a cautious go

47. Mo specihic person

48. Typical body stare

49 UTD's is presented at
Convocation

50, Garfeld’s house entrance

52. Has layers, like an Ogre

55, Teeth funcrion

58. The sub-continent

59, Reunion {prﬁ'-ﬁf\
center that is)

62 CTRL-Z

63, Street name in every town

fif. Europran Union Bank,
abbr,

#8. Me to Sarkozy

70, One of the articles

72. Email header for reply
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Beckham’s
ankle better;
LA Galaxy not

Los Angeles to throw Beckham
a Boston-Style Tea Party

After the Los Angeles poured millions
of dollars onto the British hot-star, they
were excited about his prospects.

However, taken in by Hollywood's
allure, Beckham paused his soccer career
to star in “Break it Like Beckham."

Returning to the field last month,
Beckham’s soccer skills have proved

Water Polo Team
Mired in Abuse
Controversy

Waterview Maintence declared the
Phase Il pool out of service upon the
discovery of several half-floating horses
in the water. The Water Polo Team is
suspected to be the culprit.

While most of the Water Polo Team
refused to comment, captain Ben Connors
did add: “As they say, you can lead a
horse to water, but it's awfully tough to
drown the son-of-a-bitch."

Maintence reacted swifty to the crisis,
placing the horsesinside anearby apartment.
The air filter was also replaced.

Huge Construction
project planned
for Exam Week

Not to outdue the "Welcome Back to
School” construction that negated any
use of the walkway from ECS to the mall,
the manager of UTD construction has
announced that they are saving the good
stuff for November.

"We're planning to essentially re-pour
the entire mall,” he added. "Of course it
doesn't need it, but it sure will look like
we're working hard.”

Students will ‘also find their evening
study sessions affected, as the team has
purchased an enormous jackhammer to
run continously cutside the library.

Harry Potter Spoilers

Caution: Spoiler Alert

After the startling news that Severus
Snape indeed klls Dumbledore, fans of
the Harry Potter book series have learned
to expect the unexpected from author . K.
Rowling. Mot one to disappoint, Ms. Rowling
unleaded a bevy of surprises in the Tth and
final installment of the books.

Though most people called the fact that
Che Chang will still be worthless, many
teenage girls and horses were dewvastated
at Harry snogging Ron by page 62. When
asked to comment, Rowling simply stated,
“"Come on, they walk around all day playing
with their wands.You had to see it coming."”

Continuing, Ginny's the eggman, Ron is
the walrus, Hagrid's a cross dresser, one
of the twins gets mauled by a white tiger,
Hermione cheated on her OWLS, Bruce
Willis is dead the entire time, and “Avada
Eadavra”is Voldemort's childhood sled.

Furthermore, Ron's pet rat, Scabbers, is
the mutant offspring of the Ninja Turtles' star
teacher Shredder.

However, in a not-so-original twist,
Voldemort devastates Harry when he
reveals during an intense duel that he was
both Harry's father all along, and an avid
Houston Texans fan,

Ashamed of his daddy's horrible taste
in sporting teams, Harry leaves the fight
1o go weep in the corner. Lacking their

Harry and Hermomne promised not (o tell when they stum-
bled across Hagrid (shown above) i the Forbidden Forest.

hero, the Order of the Phoenix wishes back
Dumbledore with seven Dragon Balls.

In the climactic scene, Dumbledore klls
Voldemort in the library with a candlestick,
after exclaiming. ' ['m tired of these mother {-
ing Slytherins, in this mother f-ing castle!"®

Utah votes for 2012 Candidate

“Up Yours, lowa,” commissioner notes

Salt Lake City (AMP) - As the race to define
the Presidential Primary Season heats up, a
plethora of states have moved their Primary
Election voting dates up in the calendar year
in attempts to beat out the others, :

Some state constitutions even require they
hold their primaries before others,

Utah, never a big player in Presidential
politics, has been tired of its inconsequential
place in the queue.

To “get back at those selfish *@#8$!s,” the
state commission happily announced it had
succeeded in lobbying the legislature to pass
a new bill mandating a primary votes "at least
four years and 6 days before the national
Presidential election.”

“We are pleased to stand before you today

and proclaim that Utah will be the go-to State
of the Country,” the commissior’s chair Jerry
Mander boasted. “On the first Tuesday of
2008, Utah will decide the 2012 candidate.”

.included, "we like the whole Tuesday thing"

was the only reply.. _

Current 2008 Presidential candidates have
already travelled to Utah as a “just-in-case"
strateqy. "1 figure, after I win in 2008, having
Utah nominate me again will just make re-
election easier,” Mitt Romney noted.

lowa's Legislature, not to be outdone, is
currently discussing the potential boycott of
the 2012 election.

It remains up to Utah to prove itself, once
again, Presidentially inconsequential. B
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Michael Vick to guest
host Blue’s Clues

“He’ll make a killing in this market,” say fans

by D'Brickashaw
Cunnigham
Sports Reporter

Hollywood (AMP) - In
an attempt to clean up his
image after pleading guilty
1o animal cruelty and high-
stakes betting, Atlanta
Falcons muarterback
Michael Vick has teamed
up with television network
Nickelodeon to guest-host
their popular series “Blue's
Clues" for a few weeks.
“As a quarterback, I
spent my Sundays always
looking for open receivers
and breals in the defense,
and [ never gave it less than
100%:. T thank [ can bring
that land of conviction to a
lads’ show, where the name
of the game is finding
clues,” said Vick, dressed
in a sharp suit following a
Tecent court appearance.
"Plus, [ think thisll be
a nice place to hang my
shoes for a little while—you
lmow, take a dunk in some

urfamiliar waters and see  Michael Vick, Blue, and a sad buckest go to accomplish unspeakable things.

how it goes.”

Vick, who has seen his popularity take a
drastic nosedive since evidence appeared of him
lalling dogs and using others in brutal contests,
still thinks he has a chance among a younger
audience who idehzed him.

"I think it's way too early to say I've kicked the
bucket in terms of my career. I'm not the type of
guy to cut and run, leave his fans up in the air and
oul to dry. My young fans, my lads, I'm betting
on them to fight for me in the arena of public
opinion.

"They've got the kind of stubborn faith in me
that can keep you when everyone else seems 1o
be putting their money down on you reolling over
and giving up," Vick stated.

The show, which consists of a cute blue dog and
a hurnan host attempting to solve various puzzles,
has been a staple of children's television over the
past few years, but recent times have seen a drop

i populariry. Network executives hope that the
introduction of Vick will give the show a needed
boost in viewers.

“Mike's agents approached us and asked if
there was any way to give him an opportunity to
help make amends for his actions. While it may
be a sort of cruel irony that 'Blue's Clues’ was the
show we needed a new host for, | think we'll see
a side of Michael Vick that has been hidden from
most people, a side that wouldn't fly in the NFL,"
said one Nickelodeon staff member.

Early atternpts at promofional pictures
featuring Vick playfully strangling Blue met with
a strong negative reaction from test audiences.
A new advertising theme—"Take a Gamble on
Finding Fun!"—has yet to be released.

“For all those people who thought 1 was
through, [ got some bad news for you: I ain't dead
yet,” said Vick with a smile, B

Uranus discovers
discarded UTD
Police Blotter

What's really been happening
on campus the past few weeks

June 27

B A vehicle park car two
stationary police vehicies was
issued a citation fo: 'olally
stealing our thunder 11 a

bitchin’' Camaro. Chicks aren't
gonna talk to us with that kind of
sweet ride nearby.

July 12

B Residents of Waterview
Park Apartments (WP) were
informed by officers of their
refrigerators running. Upon
further questioning, the
residents were told they'd
better catch up with them.

July 17

B A student reported the theft
of a large amount of marijuana
from their apartment. After
making sure to bring a camera
to our response, we're totally
going to be on the next episode
of ‘World’s Dumbest Criminals.’
So stoked. Guy looks stunned.

August 10

B A student reporteda
disturbance in the Force. It was
a presence he hadn't felt since...
(dramatic turn)

August 21

B A report cited skinny
dipping in the Phase VIII pool.
All on patrol agreed this to be
a serious crime and all male
officers immediately rushed to
the scene. Chess Team quickly
fled upon their arrival.
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